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NORFOLK  AND  NORWICH 


EEPOET  FOE  1878. 
Eead  March  IItu,  1879. 


Si)  mucli  lias  been  achieved,  in  tlie  present  day,  by  the 
pursuit  of  tbe  higher  branches  of  Archteology,  that  the 
annals  of  a  local  society,  such  as  ours,  are  somewhat  liable 
to  the  reproach  of  tameness  and  want  of  interest.  In 
addition  to  the  older  fields  of  investigation,  as  those  of 
Egypt,  Greece,  and  Eonie,  modern  science  has  made  vast 
strides  into  the  regions  of  prehistoric  antiquity,  and  has 
thrown  a  flood  of  light  on  distant  ages  hy  research  into 
such  remains  as  have  been  found  in  grave  mounds  and  lake 
dwellings,  in  buried  cities,  as  in  Assyria,  Troy,  and  Cyprus. 
Palestine  exploration  has  a  society  to  itself  of  "  Biblical 
Archaeology ;  "  and  separate  branches  of  study,  such  as 
language  and  dialect,  have  made  rapid  advance.  However 
small  our  local  pursuits  may  seem  beside  these,  it  may  be 
well  to  remember  that  it  is  owing  to  the  impetus  given 
years  ago  by  such  associations  as  our  own  to  archa)ological 
studies,  that  these  great  results  have  been  arrived  at ;  and 
that,  as  with  the  island  of  coral,  the  humble  origin  and 
foundation  is  an  important  factor  in  the  superstructure. 
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IX 


Our  Society,  according  to  promise,  has  completed  the 
eighth  volume  of  its  "  Original  Papers,"  as  Avell  as  the 
first  volume  and  Index  of  the  "Visitation  of  Norfolk,"  and 
has  issued  these  to  the  Members.  The  loan  of  objects  of 
interest  preserved  or  found  in  the  County  to  the  Secretaries, 
for  exhibition  at  the  Committee  or  General  Meetings,  is  a 
practice  deserving  of  extension  and  continuance,  in  order 
that  notes  of  them  may  be  preserved,  and  a  record  made  in 
an  appendix  to  our  volumes. 

The  Summer  Excursion  of  the  Society  of  the  past  year 
was  held  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Attleborough,  when  visits 
of  much  interest  were  made  to  the  churches  at  Great 
Ellingham,  Shropham,  Breccles,  Thompson  (with  its  fine 
Decorated  work  and  the  remains  of  the  college),  IMerton, 
and  Caston  ;  and  to  the  old  Halls  at  Breccles  and  ^Merton — 
contrasted  scenes  of  ancient  and  modern  grandeur — the  one 
telling  of  the  former  chequered  fortunes  of  the  family  of 
Woodhouse,  and  the  other  evidencing  the  unimpaired  glories 
of  the  T)e  Greys  ;  where  antiquities,  science,  and  hospitality 
^^•ere  happily  combined  in  the  generous  reception  given  to 
the  Members  by  Lord  and  Lady  Walsingham. 

The  principal  discover}'  of  the  past  year  has  been  already 
noted  in  our  Appendix  "  to  Yol.  YITL,  but  has  not  pre- 
viously taken  its  place  in  our  Annual  Report.  It  is  tlio 
large  find  of  Roman  Coins  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Mott  at 
Baconstliorpe.  Some  regress  has  been  made  in  cataloguing 
the  best  of  them,  but  their  great  number  makes  the  task  a 
slow  one. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  who  retire  this  year  in 
rotation  are  Capt.  Bulwer,  Rev.  A.  C.  Copeman,  Rev.  W. 
Grigson,  R.  Blake  Humfrey,  Esq.,  F.  E.  AYatson,  Esq.,  and 
the  Committee  recommend  their  re-election,  with  the  ad- 
dition, to  supply  one  vacanc3^  of  the  name  of  B.  AY. 
ITarcourt,  Esq. 
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NORFOLK  AND  NORWICH 

^rrl)itolcrf|:irn;I  Satiety. 


EEPOET  FOE  1879. 
Eead  March   17th,   1  880. 


It  needs  but  a  few  words  on  the  part  of  tlie  Committee  to 
report  the  condition  of  this  Society  for  the  past  year.  A 
considerable  accession  of  new  Members,  and  a  strong  financial 
position  bespeak  its  continued  prosperity,  and  that  there  is 
no  lack  of  interest  in  its  pursuits.  At  the  same  time  the 
Committee  must  repeat  their  expression  of  regret  that  more 
Papers  suitable  for  printing  are  not  offered  them,  and  that 
great  delay  is  caused  in  issuing  their  publications  through 
the  difficulty  of  getting  the  productions  of  different  writers 
through  the  press. 

The  third  edition  of  Dr.  Husenbeth's  Emhieim  of  Sd'nits, 
under  the  editorship  of  Dr.  Jessopp,  is  being  rapidly  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  several  Papers  also  of  much  interest  are  in 
hand  for  the  First  Part  of  Yolume  IX.,  which,  it  is,  hoped, 
will  be  issued  in  the  summer. 

The  Society  has  to  deplore  the  loss  in  the  past  year  of 
three  of  its  oldest  and  most  useful  and  learned  Members  : 
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the  Rev.  James  Bulwer  of  Ilunworth,  whose  knowledge  and 
artistic  skill  were  long  of  great  assistance,  and  are  evidenced 
by  many  valuable  contributions  to  our  volumes;  the  Rev. 
W.  Grigson,  an  indefatigable  genealogist,  to  whom  we  are 
much  indebted  in  editing  the  Visitation  of  Norfolk,  and  who 
was  a  very  regular  and  useful  attendant  at  Committees;  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Barton  of  Threxton,  a  Local  Secretary,  who 
had  acquired  much  experience  in  Roman  antiquities,  and  was 
fortunate  in  the  researches  made  in  his  own  neighbourhood, 
and  always  generous  in  communicating  his  discoveries  to  the 
Society. 

In  consequence  of  the  meeting  in  this  county  of  the 
British  Archaeological  Association  in  August  last,  our  Society 
was  obliged  to  postpone  a  projected  excursion,  and  joined 
with  that  Association  on  one  of  its  daj^s  of  meeting,  in  order 
to  visit  the  beautiful  historic  mansion  of  Blickling,  when 
the  Members  were  hospitably  entertained,  and  where  its 
treasures  and  associations  and  the  history  of  the  Church 
were  ably  recounted  by  the  Rev.  F.  Meyrick.  At  the  same 
time  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  exceedingly  curious  and  beautiful 
Church  at  Burgh  by  Aylsham,  on  which  there  are  some 
remarks  by  the  late  Sir  G.  Gilbert  Scott,  to  be  published  in 
the  next  Part.  The  fine  Churches  at  Cawston  and  Sail  were 
also  inspected  the  same  day. 

Among  the  presents  received  by  the  Society  last  year 
may  be  mentioned  some  valuable  works  on  early  American 
Geography,  from  the  Rev.  B.  F.  Da  Costa  of  New  York; 
and  the  very  interesting  and  carefully  prepared  Memorials 
of  the  Family  of  Palgrave,  privately  printed,  from  C.  J. 
Palmer,  Esq.,  our  Local  Secretary  at  Great  Yarmouth. 

In  the  Report  for  the  }^ear  1876,  the  Society  felt  it  due 
to  offer  congratulations  to  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  learned 
Members,  Mr.  G.  A.  Carthew,  on  the  appearance  of  the 
first  part  of  his  History  of  the  Hundred  of  Launditch;  with 
still  more  reason  may  we  now  congratulate  him  on  the 
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completion  of  the  three  parts,  and  the  conclusion  of  his 
laborious  undertaking.  'No  topographical  work  of  so  high 
a  class  has  been  published  in  the  county  since  the  time  of 
Blomefield ;  and  the  methods  and  results  of  modern  in- 
vestigation enable  it  to  take  even  a  higher  rank  than  it  was 
possible  to  reach  when  Blomefield  wrote. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  who  retire  in  rotation 
this  year  are  Dr.  Bensly,  Mr.  J.  Gunn,  Rev.  R.  Hart, 
Rev.  J.  Lee- Warner,  Mr.  C.  Williams;  and  the  Committee 
desire  to  recommend  their  re-election,  with  the  addition  of 
the  names  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Raven  of  Yarmouth,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Millard,  Shimpling,  to  supply  the  two  vacant 
places. 
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NORFOLK  AND  NORWICH 


EEPOET  FOE  1880. 
Eead   April   Tth,  1881. 


This  Society  has  now  completed  thirty-five  years  of  its 
existence,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  the 
number  of  its  Members,  in  its  financial  resources,  in  its 
interest  with  the  public,  and  also  it  is  hoped  in  its  con- 
tributions to  the  study  of  ArchoL'ology,  its  position  is  well 
sustained,  and  in  the  judguient  of  man}'',  of  increasing 
value.  Whenever  its  operations  have  been  noticed  by  the 
London  Press,  or  in  scientific  quarters,  it  has  received 
decided  and  even  flattering  approval.*  It  is  much  to  be 
desired  that  this  estimation  should  be  kept  up,  and  with  the 
large  balance  in  our  bankers'  hands,  it  sliould  not  be  difficult 
to  do  so.  Independently  of  casual  discoveries  that  may  be 
made  in  the  county,  and  of  more  exact  descriptions  that  may 
be  furnished  of  existing  antiquities,  there  are  very  large 
stores  of  unworked  materials  for  local,  family,  and  personal 
history,  and  especially  genealogy,  remaining  in  joarish 
registers,  wills,  records,  title  deeds,  manorial  and  other 
*  At/iouciwi,  No.  2784,  p.  330;  Goteahyist,  v.  81. 
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evidences,  whicli  would  well  repay  search ;  and  in  connection 
with  these,  there  is  very  often  much  interesting  matter  to 
be  gleaned  respecting  such  things  as  seals,  ancient  customs, 
dates  of  churches  and  mansions,  &c.  Those  of  our  Members 
who  have  access  to  such  documents  might  do  good  service  by 
making  careful  notes  and  extracts  from  them ;  and  it  seems 
probable  that  the  future  work  of  such  Societies  as  ours 
will  lie  more  in  this  direction,  when  the  more  well-known 
objects  of  interest  are  exhausted.  There  still  remains, 
however,  no  small  amount  of  profitable  labour  to  be  expended 
in  notices  of  our  old  churches  and  castles  and  houses,  of  a 
more  exact  and  full  character  than  they  formerly  received, 
and  more  in  accordance  with  the  knowledge  of  the  day. 

Our  Members  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  new  edition 
of  Dr.  Husenbeth's  Emblems  of  Saints  is  progressing  in  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Jessopp,  and  that  it  will  receive  the  valuable 
addition,  with  many  coloured  illustrations,  of  a  Catalogue 
of  Sacred  Heraldry,  compiled  by  E.  E.  Blackburne, 
Esq.,  F.S.A. 

Several  articles  are  in  hand  for  Part  II.,  Vol.  IX.,  of  our 
Original  Papers,  and  the  printing  of  them  has  been  begun. 

The  Summer  Excursion  of  the  past  year  took  place  among 
the  villages  on  the  Norfolk  side  of  Bungay.  Woodton 
Church,  with  some  good  Decorated  work  and  an  extremely 
beautiful  window  in  the  south  aisle,  was  first  visited ; 
Iledenham  Church,  its  interest  somewhat  diminished  by 
florid  restoration;  and  Bedingham,  a  rather  early  building 
with  a  fine  screen,  and  many  interesting  features,  were 
examined.  The  remains  of  earthworks  at  Darrow  Wood, 
which  had  long  been  known  to  some  jMembers,  but  never 
perfectly  understood,  were  next  visited,  and  were  recognized 
as  belonging  to  the  class  of  pre-Norman  domestic  Castles, 
with  a  circular  mound,  and  a  ditch  and  a  base  court  at  the 
foot,  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  so  well  described 
and  illustrated  by  Mr.  G.  T.  Clark  to  the  Boyal  ArcluDO- 
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logical  Institute.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  tlius  enabled  to 
add  another  example  to  the  list  of  ^^orfolk  Saxon  Castles, 
tliougli  on  a  small  scale,  and  probably  left  for  a  larger 
habitation  at  the  time  of  the  ISTorman  Conquest,  and  allowed 
to  fall  into  gradual  decay  and  nearly  to  obliteration,  through 
succeeding  centuries  to  the  present  day.  A  correct  survey 
and  plan  has  been  made  by  order  of  the  Committee,  and  will 
appear  in  our  publications.  A  visit  was  next  paid  on  this 
Excursion  to  the  fine  Church  of  Denton,  after  a  very  hos- 
pitable entertainment  at  the  Rectory,  by  the  Rev.  C.  A.  St. 
John  Mildmay,  where,  in  addition  to  the  beauty  of  the 
church  architecture,  the  Members  were  gratified  by  being 
allowed  to  examine  the  well-preserved  parish  documents, 
especially  some  churchwardens'  accounts,  beginning  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VII.,  and  extending  over  that  of  Henry 
YIII.,  &c.  The  day's  round  concluded  with  an  insj^ection 
of  Earsham  Church,  which  had  been  visited  by  the  Society 
before,  and  has  many  points  of  interest. 

The  retiring  Members  of  the  Committee  this  year  are 
Rev.  Hinds  Howell,  Rev.  Dr.  Jessopp,  Mr.  II.  Evans-Lombe, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Morant,  Mr.  R.  M.  Phipson,  and  Rev.  W. 
Vincent,  who  are  eligible  for  re-election. 
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NORFOLK  AND  NOKWICH 


^nbiiologttal  Sorictn. 

EEPOET  FOE  1881. 
Eead    Maroii    29th,  1882. 

In  reporting  the  work  of  the  Society  for  the  past  year, 
the  Committee  are  glad  to  think  that  considerable  activity 
and  interest  have  been  shown,  both  in  the  publication  of 
archaeological  matter  and  in  the  observation  of  existing 
remains.  The  comj^letion  of  Mr.  "Walter  Eye's  valuable 
and  laborious  abstracts  from  the  Public  Eecords — the  Feet 
of  Fines  for  Norfolk  —  is  a  subject  of  congratulation. 
These  are  agreements  for  the  transfer  of  lands  in  the 
county  in  the  reigns  of  Eichard  I.  and  John,  affording 
much  information  on  family  history  and  names  of  persons 
and  places,  and  other  curious  particulars  of  that  early 
period  ;  and  our  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Eye  for 
the  industry  and  accurate  care  disphiycd  in  putting  us  in 
possession  of  them. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last 
annual  meeting,  that  a  Boileau  Volume  "  should  be  pub- 
lished, the  Committee  have  agreed  that  it  should  contain 
illustrations  of  ancient  woodwork  in  Norfolk,  painted  or 
otherwise,  and  be  accompanied  by  an  essay  on  the  subject, 
and  descriptive  letterpress.  It  is  hoped  that  the  difficidties 
found  in  obtaining  suitable  material  for  this  purpose  may 
be  overcome,  and  there  is  now  a  prospect  of  the  volume 
being  shortly  put  in  hand. 

The  new  edition  of  the  Emblems  of  Saints  is  now  com- 
pleted, and  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  very  shortly. 
It  has  been  already  announced  that,  besides  the  additions 
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made  by  the  present  editor,  Dr.  Jessopp,  there  will  be  a 
valuable  Appendix  on  Sacred  Heraldry,  Avith  coloured 
illustrations,  contributed  by  Mr.  Blackburn.  It  will  also 
contain  an  essay  by  Mr.  W.  Marsh  on  the  treatment 
of  the  Sibyls  in  Mediaeval  Art ;  a  subject  which  has  never 
before  been  handled  with  such  intelligent  research  by  any 
English  student.  The  volume  will  be  issued  to  all  Members 
who  have  paid  their  subscriptions  for  the  years  1880, 
1881,  1882.  Although  the  subject-matter  of  this  volume 
is  general,  and  not  exclusively  Norfolk,  the  Committee  have 
felt  justified  in  undertaking  the  expense  of  its  publication, 
inasmuch  as  a  strong  desire  was  expressed  hj  the  Members 
that  such  an  edition  should  be  provided  at  the  Society's 
cost,  and  its  progress  has  been  noted  with  approval  when 
reported  at  our  General  Meetings  ;  and  also,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  originally  a  Norfolk  work,  due  to  the  knowledge  and 
industry  of  Dr.  Husenbeth,  and  is  a  compilation  of  great 
use  for  the  study  of  Norfolk  screen-paintings,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  examples  quoted  being  in  the  churches  of 
the  county. 

The  Second  Part  of  Yol.  IX.  of  the  Society's  Papers  was 
issued  last  year,  and  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
printing  of  the  next  Part. 

The  first  Excursion  Meeting  of  the  past  year  was  held 
in  July,-  among  the  churches  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Brandon.  These  were  Hockwold,  Wilton,  Feltwell,  Meth- 
wold,  and  North  wold ;  and  the  day  afforded  much  interest 
and  pleasure  to  the  Members  who  were  present.  A  Paper 
of  great  value  and  varied  information  was  read  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Denny  Gedge,  at  Methwold,  who  also  provided  and 
explained  a  good  collection  of  antiquities  found  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  kindness  and  hospitality  shown  also  by 
the  Pev.  W.  W.  Hutt,  at  Ilockwold,  and  the  Pev.  W.  CowjDer 
Johnson,  at  Northwold,  should  be  gratefully  recorded. 

The  second  General  Meeting,  held  on  the  1st  December, 
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ill  Norwich,  possessed  the  unusual  attraction  of  recently- 
excavated  walls  and  foundations,  showing  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  ground  plan  of  the  Priory  at  Carrow,  laid  open  by 
the  liberality  of  J.  J.  Colman,  Esq.,  M.P.  The  Members  and 
Visitors  were  enabled  to  examine  and  study  the  conventual 
arrangements  there,  which  were  fully  explained  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  Phipson,  and  were  afterwards  most  hospit- 
ably entertained  by  Mr.  Cohnan.  The  day's  proceedings 
comprised  also  visits  to  the  churches  and  old  mansions  in 
King  Street,  and  their  history  and  reminiscences  were  ably 
detailed  by  Dr.  Bensly. 

In  addition  to  the  recovery  of  the  plan  of  Carrow  Prior}^, 
it  should  be  here  recorded  that  the  foundations  of  tlie 
campanile,  or  bell-tower,  of  Norwich  Cathedral  were  partly 
disclosed  last  year  near  the  Erpingham  Gateway  and  within 
the  Close.  It  was  an  isolated  tower  or  clocher,  possibly 
erected  by  Bishop  Herbert,  needing  repair  in  1300,  and 
still  existing  in  1579,  but  then  or  shortl)^  afterwards 
ruinous. 

The  Committee  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  a  Member 
who,  when  resident  in  the  county,  was  of  great  service  and 
had  a  high  reputation  as  a  herald  and  antiquary,  jMr.  A. 
W.  Morant,  of  Leeds.  The}^  also  greatly  regret  the  decease 
of  another  Member,  who  rendered  valuable  assistance  in 
former  years,  the  Rev.  P.  Hart  of  Catton.  Mr. .  Morant 
having  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  his  loss  deprives  the  Society 
of  some  contributions  which  his  knowledge  and  research 
would  have  supplied  for  future  use. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  who  retire  this  year  are 
Colonel  Bulwer,  Pev.  A.  C.  Copeman,  B.  W.  Harcourt,  Esq., 
P.  Blake- Humfrey,  Esq.,  Pev.  Dr.  Paven,  and  F.  E. 
Watson,  Esq.,  who  are  eligible  for  re-election.  In  the 
place  of  Mr.  Morant  and  the  Pev.  P.  ITart  the  Committee 
recommend  the  names  of  Hamon  le  Strange,  Esq.,  Hun- 
stanton, and  Edward  Arthur  Tillett,  Esq.,  of  Norwich. 


ooco^xi  oasoocoo 


o  CO  c-J  CO 


CM  O  CO  (M 
1— I         o  o 


o  ^ 

  CT30 

r-.   ^  'O 

3. 

.9  I   '  • 

^  >  g  :  .  :  :  cu  .  :  c 

s  8  ^^36^  i  s  s 

Ci/  K-       3;  -S  -2  .^2       o  Q  cu  2  9 

.    .    .    .  zli  X  ""^  s-<  o  o  <^ 


P 

^  o 

CI  1^ 


o 

(M  CM 


O  .-I 


CO   O   O   CD   O  CO 
»0   kO  t- 
O  CO   O   Oi  ^ 


CO 

O  O  CO 


O         00  O  (M 

1—  oc  00  CO 

CO  CO  CO  00  00  CO 


CO 


CO  o  as  CO  CO 


ions 

0 

03 

0 

0 

CJ 

rS 

C3 
CO 

=+-( 

0 

srs. 

a> 

CD 

03 
<u 

CC 

O  ft 


NORFOLK  AND  NORWICH 


EEPOET  FOE  1882. 
Eead  March   13tii,  1883. 


During  tlie  past  year  tlie  work  of  this  Society  has  been 
sustained  at  least  as  well  as  in  former  years,  and  the 
Committee  feel  justified  in  believing  that  its  value  and  use- 
fulness is  undiminished,  and  even  more  highly  appreciated  by 
the  Members  and  the  public.  Their  edition  of  the  Emblems 
of  Saints,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Jessopp,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Blackburne  and  Mr.  Marsh,  was  announced  in 
last  year's  Eeport  as  about  to  be  issued,  and  very  soon  after- 
wards the  copies  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Members. 
Forming  in  itself  an  attractive  volume,  it  fills  a  special 
place  in  archaeological  literature,  and  a  demand  for  copies 
beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  Members  proves  the  accept- 
ance and  interest  with  which  it  has  been  received.  The 
Third  Part  of  Vol.  IX.  of  the  Society's  Papers  has  also 
been  recently  issued,  and  some  materials  for  another  are 
in  hand,  which  will  complete  the  volume. 

It  has  long  been  a  subject  of  enquiry  and  uncertainty 
among  Norfolk  antiquaries  from  what  source  our  historian 
Blomefield   obtained   his  knowledge  of  the  number  of 
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"Communicants"  in  the  different  parishes  for  the  year 
1603.  One  of  our  Members  has  now  made  the  discovery, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  print,  and  expend  a  small  sum  in 
copying,  this  document, — a  return  made  in  1603  to 
Archbishop  Whitgift  of  "Communicants  and  recusants"  and 
other  interesting  points, — so  far  as  relates  to  this  county. 

Attention  has  been  called  of  late  by  many  archasological 
societies  and  leading  journals,  as  well  as  by  some  Bishops 
and  Archdeacons  in  their  Charges,  to  the  importance  of 
collecting  accurate  information  as  to  the  old  church  plate 
still  existing.  A  volume  has  been  published  of  this  nature 
for  the  Diocese  of  Carlisle  :  several  societies  and  private 
persons  have  undertaken  other  districts :  we  have  already 
in  Vol.  IX.  Part  1  catalogued  the  Deanery  of  Redenhall, 
and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  for  a  list  of  all 
the  plate  belonging  to  churches  in  the  City  of  Norwich, 
which  it  is  expected  may  appear  in  the  next  volume.  The 
Hon.  Secretaries  would  be  ver}^  glad  of  any  information  as 
to  the  existence  in  the  county  of  pre- Reformation  plate,  to 
add  to  the  small  number  with  which  they  are  acquainted 
at  present. 

Some  good  service,  it  is  hoped,  was  done  by  the  Society 
in  the  past  j^ear,  by  the  efforts  of  the  President  and 
Committee,  in  preventing  the  destruction  of  existing  remains 
and  the  disturbance  of  ancient  and  hallowed  precincts.  Their 
strong  protests  against  the  invasion  of  the  Cathedral  Close 
by  a  railway,  and  the  removal  and  entire  loss  of  the  old 
Tolhouse  of  Great  Yarmouth,  were  among  the  most  pre- 
vailing causes  of  the  abandonment  of  those  objectionable 
schemes. 

The  Summer  Meeting  of  the  past  year  was  one  of  much 
interest,  and  was  largely  attended.  Its  chief  object  was  to 
take  advantage  of  the  kind  permission  of  A.  C.  Fountain e, 
Esq.,  to  inspect  his  unrivalled  collection,  chiefly  of  majolica, 
and  the  pottery  of  Henri  II.  and  Palissy,  at  Narford  Hall. 
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The  Excursion  also  included  the  Churclies  of  Narbiirgb, 
Narford,  Westacrc,  and  Castleacre,  with  the  extremely  fine 
earthworks  at  the  latter  place.  The  beautiful  Priory  ruins 
there  were  only  glanced  at  on  this  occasion,  and  may  well 
form  the  object  of  a  more  worthy  inspection  another  time, 
although  well  known  by  visits  of  older  members  in  the 
Society's  former  years.  The  Members  were  very  hospitably 
entertained  on  this  occasion  at  Narford  ITall. 

The  Autumn  Meeting  comprised  a  walking  excursion  to 
some  of  the  churches  and  old  buildings  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river  in  Norwich,  and  the  remains  of  the  Norman 
ITospital  Chapel  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene.  There  are  many 
localities  of  this  class  still  unvisited  by  Members  living 
in  the  country,  and  a  wish  was  expressed  to  continue  the 
plan  of  inspection  of  such  remains  in  the  City,  at  future 
Autumn  gatherings. 

The  losses  which  our  Society  has  sustained  in  the  past 
year,  by  the  death  of  some  of  its  most  learned  and  useful 
Members,  is  very  serious.  Tavo  of  the  most  eminent  anti- 
quaries in  the  kingdom,  both  Fellow^s  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  have  passed  away.  Mr.  C.  J.  Palmer  of 
Yarmouth  performed  most  valuable  work  for  the  Socict}', 
and  in  his  own  published  liistorical  volumes,  in  former 
years.  His  great  industry,  and  careful  compilation  of 
facts,  and  his  important  contributions  to  the  history  of 
Yarmouth,  are  well  known  beyond  the  limits  of  the  County  ; 
and  few  of  our  early  Members  did  more  to  place  the 
Society  in  the  high  position  it  has  long  occupied  among 
kindred  associations.  Of  another  irreparable  loss,  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Gr.  A.  Carthew,  on  the  21st  of  October  last, 
it  is  impossible  to  say  too  much.  A  memoir  of  him  from 
the  kindly  pen  of  a  fellow-labourer  in  the  County,  appeared 
in  the  Athenwum  of  November  4th,  1882,  and  his  friends 
in  this  Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  main  supports 
for  thirty- seven  years,  will  be  glad  to  have  it  placed  on 
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record  in  to-day's  Report  for  their  keeping,  and  as  a  worthy 
tribute  to  the  soundest  and  most  respected  antiquary  we 
have  ever  claimed  among  our  members. 

"The  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Archaeological  Society  has 
sustained  a  severe  loss  by  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Carthew, 
on  the  the  21st  ult.,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year. 

"  He  is  the  last  of  that  remarkable  band  of  local  anti- 
quaries of  which  Mr.  Dawson  Turner,  Mr.  Daniel  Gurney, 
Sir  John  Boileau,  the  Rev.  Charles  Boutell,  and  Mr.  Ilarrod 
were  prominent  members,  and  who  did  much  towards 
reviving  the  taste  for  archaeology  and  local  history  which 
is  now  widely  spread  in  East  Anglia. 

"He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  George  Carthew,  Solicitor,  of 
Harleston  in  Norfolk,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter 
Isaac,  Gentleman,  of  Wighton,  and  was  born  on  the  20th 
of  June,  1807.  His  father  was  a  younger  son  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Carthew  of  Woodbridge  Abbey,  in  Suffolk,  who, 
though  a  gentleman  of  large  income  and  good  position, 
seems  to  have  made  very  small  provision  for  the  children 
of  his  second  wife,  of  whom  the  Harleston  solicitor  was 
one.  The  result  was  that  young  Carthew's  education  was 
somewhat  defective,  and  that  he  had  to  make  up  by  painful 
study  for  the  lack  of  early  training.  He  used  to  say 
that  he  only  acquired  a  little  Latin  at  a  private  school  at 
Wells  in  Norfolk,  and  that  he  had  to  learn  good  manners 
elsewhere. 

"He  was  articled  to  his  father  when  very  young,  and 
from  him  he  acquired  his  love  for  genealogical  and  historical 
research.  While  still  in  his  articles  he  fell  in  with  a 
collection  of  charters  once  belonging  to  Mendham  Priory 
in  Suffolk,  and  though  there  were  in  those  days  few  of 
the  helps  which  are  now  readily  accessible  to  the  beginner, 
he  resolutely  set  himself  to  master  the  contents  of  the 
precious  parcel,  and  he  actually  spent  years  in  deciphering, 
copying,  and  analyzing  the  large  mass  of  ancient  documents 


whicli  fell  into  his  hands.  He  was  rewarded  by  finding 
himself  perfectly  familiar  with  the  writing  of  the  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  centuries,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  had 
gained  for  himself  a  reputation  as  an  expert  *  black-letter 
lawyer.* 

Unfortunately,  clients  did  not  come  so  often  as  other 
seekers  for  information.  Both  father  and  son  were  un- 
worldly men,  and  the  younger  Carthew  was  glad  to  accept 
a  partnership  in  East  Dereham  in  1839,  and  to  start  on  a 
new  venture. 

"He  had  hardly  settled  at  Dereham  when  he  conceived 
the  design  for  a  '  History  of  the  Hundred  of  Launditch,'  at 
which  he  laboured  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  which  will 
long  remain  a  conspicuous  monument  of  his  indomitable 
perseverance  and  industry.  When  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
Archa)ological  Society  was  started  under  the  presidency 
of  Bishop  Stanley  in  1845,  Mr.  Carthew's  name  appeared 
as  one  of  the  Local  Secretaries ;  and  at  what  was  in  effect 
the  first  general  meeting  of  the  Society  in  1846  he  read  a 
paper  on  the  architectural  peculiarities  of  the  church  of 
Great  Dunham.  From  that  time  till  his  death  rarely  did 
a  volume  of  the  Norfolk  Archcvology  appear  without  some 
contribution  from  his  pen,  the  most  valuable  being,  perhaps, 
the  'Notice  on  North  Creake  Abbey,'  in  the  seventh  volume, 
and  that  *  On  the  Bight  of  Wardship  and  the  Ceremony  of 
Homage  in  Feudal  Times,'  in  the  fourth  volume. 

"In  1872  Mr.  Carthew  was  temporarily  disabled  by  a 
stroke  of  paralysis,  which,  though  alarming  at  the  time, 
exercised  no  effect  upon  his  intellectual  powers.  Indeed, 
his  enforced  repose  only  seemed  to  act  as  a  stimulant  to  his 
mental  energy,  and  while  still  almost  confined  to  his  room 
ho  issued  the  prospectus  for  his  '  History  of  Lamiditch,' 
and  actually  began  to  send  the  MS.  to  the  printers.  So 
little  notion  had  he  of  the  immense  mass  of  materials  which 
he  had  gathered  that  he  contemplated  only  a  single  volume. 
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the  subscription  price  of  which  was  to  be  one  guinea,  and 
the  number  of  copies  limited  to  one  hundred.  Before  the 
work  was  finished  it  had  extended  to  three  volumes  quarto, 
illustrated  by  lithographs,  plans  and  facsimiles,  without  stint, 
the  printed  matter  filling  just  1,500  pages.  The  cost  of  the 
work  after  all  subscriptions  were  paid  entailed  an  outlay 
upon  its  author  of  nearly  £500,  yet  he  never  grudged  it ; 
money  was  to  him  only  valuable  in  proportipn  to  its  power 
of  rescuing  from  oblivion  what  was  noble  and  beautiful  in 
the  past. 

"  When  the  '  History  of  Launditch '  was  finished  Mr. 
Carthew  began  to  find  life  purposeless.  He  lost  his  wife 
and  then  a  sister  who  kept  house  for  him.  He  would 
probably  have  died  three  or  four  years  earlier  if  a  friend 
had  not  suggested  that  he  should  undertake  a  new  work, 
for  which  he  had  already  made  large  collections.  This  was 
the  history  of  the  adjoining  parishes  of  East  and  West 
Bradenham,  Necton  and  Holme  Hale.  The  publication  was 
undertaken  by  Messrs.  Goose  and  Co.,  of  Norwich,  on  the 
understanding  that  Dr.  Jessopp  should  see  through  the 
press  any  portion  of  it  that  Mr.  Carthew  might  not  live  to 
correct.  About  two-thirds  of  this  volume  is  already  struck 
oif,  and  its  author  was  at  work  upon  the  index  a  few  hours 
before  his  death.  He  was  found  dead  in  his  chair  on  the 
morning  of  the  21st  ult.,  and  was  laid  in  the  family  vault 
at  Harleston  on  the  following  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Carthew  had  been  a  Follow  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries for  many  years ;  he  was  a  frequent  contributor  to 
Notes  and  Queries  and  to  all  the  leading  antiquarian  and 
genealogical  publications.  A  man  of  gentle  manners  and 
singular  simplicity  of  character,  he  was  too  easily  assailable 
on  the  softer  side  of  his  nature ;  but  his  shrewd  dryness 
served  him  in  good  stead  on  many  occasions  when  \x  pre- 
tender tried  to  impose  upon  his  credulity.  His  astonishing 
memory  never  failed  him  to  the  last  day  of  his  life,  and 
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they  who  were  happ}^  in  enjoying  his  friendship  best  know 
that  the  loss  of  this  veteran  East  Anj^lian  antiquary  is 
irreparable." 

A  third  severe  loss  has  been  recently  sustained  by  the 
unexpected  death  of  the  Rev.  Charles  J.  Evans  of  Ovington, 
an  accomplished  herald  and  an  accurate  observer.  His 
knowledge  and  high  attainments  have  frequently  benefited 
our  Society,  and  he  was  a  regular  attendant  at  our  general 
meetings.  The  assistance  which  his  learning  and  genial 
manners  would  have  given  in  the  future  will  be  much 
missed,  and  his  removal  will  be  mourned  in  many  other 
departments  of  public  duty  to  which  he  gave  his  attention. 

By  these  and  former  losses  the  list  of  Local  Secretaries 
of  the  Society  has  become  so  reduced  that  the  Committee 
would  be  glad  of  the  sanction  of  the  General  Meeting  to 
place  a  few  names  of  Members  best  qualified  to  assist,  and 
residing  in  suitable  parts  of  the  County  and  elsewhere,  to 
become  Corresponding  Members,  that  they  may  inform 
the  Committee  from  time  to  time  of  any  discoveries  in  their 
neighbourhood,  or  direct  their  attention  to  any  matter  which 
it  might  seem  desirable  for  them  to  know  of.  For  this 
purpose,  they  propose  the  names  of  the  following  gentle- 
men :  The  llev.  B.  J.  Armstrong,  jun.,  E.  M.  Bcloc,  Esq., 
The  Rev.  C.  G.  R.  Birch,  The  Rev.  E.  K.  Bennet,  E.  L. 
Blackburne,  Esq.,  The  Rev.  G.  Crabbe,  J.  H.  Gurney,  jun., 
li^q.,  W.  Rye,  Esq.,  and  The  Rev.  J.  N.  Simpkinson. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  who  retire  by  rotation 
this  year  are :  Dr.  Bensly,  Mr.  J.  Gunn,  The  Rev.  J.  Lee- 
Warner,  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Millard,  Mr.  E.  A.  Tillett,  and 
Mr.  C.  Williams,  who  are  eligible  for  re-election. 
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The  Calthorps  take  their  name  from  a  little  village  on 
tlio  upper  waters  of  tlie  Biire,  wliicli,  even  before  the 
Conquest,  liad  been  held  b}^  the  Abbey  of  St.  Benedict-in- 
Ilulmo.  The  undertenant  of  the  abbot  was  one  Godric,  his 
dapifer  or  steward,  in  whose  family  for  several  generations 
the  office  was  hereditary.  Godric' s  grandson,  Adam,  son 
of  Herman,  was  the  first  (as  far  as  we  know)  to  assume 
the  name  derived  from  his  hcad-qnarters ;  and  the  first 
Calthorp  of  distinction,  who  emei-ges  from  several  aliases, 
was  Walter  de  Suffield,  alias  CalthorjD,  Bishop  of  Norwich 
from  1243  to  125G.  His  wilP  may  be  read  in  Blomefield, 
vol.  ii.,  folio  edition,  and  Matthew  Paris  (1257)  chronicles 
his  death  at  Colchester,  and  tlie  translation  of  his  bod}^  to 
Norwich.  A  fragment  of  the  Lady  Chapel,  still  visible 
at  the  east  end  of  the  Cathedral,  is  his  work,  and  only 
monument.  His  exact  connection  wdth  the  parent  stem  is 
ambiguous ;  for  Blomefield,  ^^'ith  all  his  research,  seems 
hardly  to  define  it.  Nevertheless,  his  voluminous  will,  his 
ac(piisition  of  the  manor,  and  its  transmission  through  his 
lU'phew  in  the  male  line,  render  a  relationship  indisputable ; 
and  we  may  take  it  as  imparting  a  tone  to  the  history 
of  the  family,  so  that  we  find  them  for  several  centuries 
conspicuous  founders  of  religious  houses. 

'  The  Register  of  St.  Rcnedict-in-ITulmo,  now  picscrved  in  the  Cottonian 
liiljiaiy,  contains  a  liat  of  1185  charters,  &:c.,  and  refers  to  99  parishes. — 
Taylor's  Ind.  Mon. 

VOL.  IX.]  Yi 


In  tracing  the  early  history  of  the  Calthorps,  alias 
Suffields,  alias  Ilobbios,  alias  Hales,  a  word  as  to  our 
sources  of  information,  is,  on  all  accounts,  desirable. 

We  should  naturally  tread  in  the  steps  of  the  father 
of  Norfolk  history,  whose  patience  in  unravelling,  and  skill 
in  recomposing,  the  tangled  threads  of  a  pedigree  must 
often  be  admitted.  But  as  Homer  sometimes  slept,  so 
Blomefield  is  occasionally  caught  napping  ;  and  presently 
we  shall  have  to  notice  important  slips  of  his  pen,  which 
are  almost  unaccountable.  Sometimes,  too,  he  was  em- 
barrassed, rather  than  assisted,  by  abundance  of  material. 
The  Calthorps  of  the  twelfth  century  were  a  clan  rather 
than  a  famity,  and,  long  before  Blomefield's  time,  their 
records  had  been  compiled  (probably  by  a  connection)  from 
documents  then  existing.  The  labours  of  this  genealogist 
(presumably  one  Thomas  Gybbons)  at  the  close  of  tlie 
sixteenth  century,  are  preserved  in  a  quarto  volume  {IlarL 
MS.,  970)  thus  quaintly  entitled,  "  Yitis  Calthorpiana,  in 
agro  Norfolcicnsi ;  sive  eorundem  Genealogia,  una  cum 
clavi  probatoria,  sub  protestatione  de  addendo,  corrigendo, 
aut  poliendo,  prout  opus  fuerit,  et  consultius  videbitur." 
This  I\IS.  was  one  of  the  mines  in  which  Blometield  worked  ; 
and  containing,  as  it  does,  either  reference  to,  or  abstracts 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  charters,  inquisitions, 
fines,  pleas,  escheats,  and  other  documents,  its  internal 
evidence  is  such  as  to  stamp  it  with  a  seal  of  authenticit}^ 
It  is  fortified,  moreover,  with  armorial  bearings,  enumerated 
as  then  existing  in  the  churches  of  Calthorp,  Southacre, 
Aslacton,  Sail,  Burnham,  Ilarpley,  &c.  On  the  battlements 
of  this  last  a  series  of  escutcheons "  of  singular  value  and 
interest  is  still  decipherable,  recording  the  earliest  alliance 
of  the  family  of  which  we  can  speak.  This  alliance,  in 
the  person  of  the  first  Sir  William  (whom  Blomefield  calls 
son  of  Sir  Pcogcr,  and  the  bishop's  nephew  and  heir)  with 


'  tr'ee  illustrations,  Norfolk  Arcliccolony,  vol.  viii.,  p.  25. 
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Cecilia  de  Burnham  was  territorial,  and  almost  royal.^  Tlio 
lady  may  be  fairly  said  to  have  confirmed  lier  lord's  right 
to  bear  on  his  coat  the  Warren  checqiiers,  and  she  added 
many  manors  to  his  other  broad  lands.  The  seven 
churches  of  Burnham  are  not  all  standing;  but  intermingled 
with  them,  or  else  adjacent  to  their  sites,  may  be  found 
more  than  one  traditionary  spot,  where  the  fretted  vault 
may  be  imagined,  or  the  long-drawn  aisle  may  be  traced. 
The  Carmelites  of  Burnham  and  the  Augustines  of  North 
Creake  are  still  to  be  identified,  with  many  of  their  walls 
standing.  Of  the  first  of  these  houses  Sir  William  was  a 
founder  and  benefactor  ;  and  the  fourth  Sir  William  in  his 
will  (1494)  speaks  of  the  latter,  as  the  ''place  where  my 
ancestors  lie  buried."  ^ 

3  Blomefield's  Norfolk^  716,  folio  edition, 

*  "A.D.  1275.  In  JMich.  4  Ed.  I.,  B.  R.,  Will^  de  Calthorp,  et  CeciHa 
uxor  ejus,  petunt  versus  Joh.  de  Gournay  lil.  Will*,  advoeationcm  Ecclio  do 
Uarpley  ut  jus  ipsius  Ceeiliai,  unde  antecessor  suns  fuit  seizitus.  And  by 
inq.  of  Edw.  II.  (1315)  Walter  Calthorp,  son  of  Will,  and  Joh.  Gournay 
tenent  in  Ilarpley  food,  de  honorc  Warren." — V.  C. 

5  This  fourth  Sir  William  (of  whom  more  hereafter)  is  the  probable 
claimant  of  the  unlcnow  n  brass  in  North  Creake  chancel,  figuied  and  de- 
scribed by  Cotman,  and  mentioned  in  Bout  ell  as  "an  unknown  founder, 
circ.  1490."  Whether  (in  accordance  with  his  will)  he  were  buried  at  White 
Friars,  Norwich,  or  whether  in  the  restored  clioir  of  Creake  abbey,  we  may 
easily  understand  its  present  location,  wlien  we  read  the  following  extract : — 
"  Item  I  will  yt  all  y*  remayne  of  y  goodys  of  Dame  Cebyle  Boys,  and  of 
Lfastf  Rychard  Kegyll  which  amoiint  to  y^  sume  of  lx>'.  and  xiiij".  \f. 
whereof  remayneth  in  the  handys  of  Walter  Aslak  xxiiij''.  and  vj'i.  xiij^  iv^ 
in  y«  handys  of  my  son  Will.  Gurney  delyv'ed  to  them  by  me  y^  said 
Lega*  and  vj".  remayneth  in  the  handys  of  a  man  called  Fryer  of  Anmer, 
wliereof  y«^  sayde  Walter  Aslak  hath  obligation,  and  xxxvij''.  xij*-.  viij'^ 
remayneth  in  my  handys  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  this  my  tcs'.  of  all 
which  Ixxiiij''.  vj^.  I  will  that  my  sayde  son  Gurney  and  Walter  Aslak  have 
the  disposycyon  .for  the  makyng  of  the  Quer*  and  of  the  Presbitery  of  y^ 
Abbey  of  Creyke."  The  only  other  claimant  is  one  William  Carlton,  named 
in  the  parish  register  as  builder  of  Creak  chancel,  a.d.  1301,  but  the  canopy 
of  this  brass  is  of  later  date,  and  it  bears  a  similar  inscription  to  the  brass 
of  the  third  Sir  William  at  Burnham  :  — 

"  Quisquis  oris  qui  transieris,  sta,  perloge,  plora 
Sum  quod  oaui,  nec  cram  (^uod  suui,  pio  uie,  precor,  oia." 
H  2 
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The  actual  date  of  tlie  manor-lioiisc,  wliicli  from  this 
alliance  onwards^  was  tlie  cliief  seat  of  tlie  Calthorps,  must 
remain  open  to  conjecture.  Almost  within  view  of  the 
above  two  abbies,  and  about  midway  between  them,  it 
stood  contiguous  to  the  church  of  Burnham  Thorp  ;  and 
occupied  a  pleasant  site  on  the  bank  of  a  little  rivulet, 
which  kept  its  moat  full,  but  could  never  have  ])ecn  tidal 
much  above  the  "Staith";  {Prompt.  Parv.)  although  tra- 
ditions of  anchors  dug  up  in  the  Creake  meadows  are  still 
repeated  and  believed.  Blomefield's  etymology  of  Burnliam 
from  this  river,  or  burn,  is  altogether  fanciful ;  for  the 
name  was  originally  Brunham,  perhaps  from  the  same 
root  as  the  Boman  Branodunum  (Brancaster)  a  few  miles 
distant,  and  due  to  the  frequency  of  urn-burial  and  cre- 
mation associated  with  the  district  (Tlydriotaphia).  Bickman 
notices  the  church  as  having  some  "  curious  portions  of 
Perpendicular  character,"  alluding  manifestly  to  the  chancel, 
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but  tlie  piers  of  the  church  have  an  Early  English  look 
about  them,  and  the  Purbeck  marble  font,  a  shallow 
panelled  octagon,  carries  us  back  to  the  time  when  Cecilia 
was  an  infant,  and  so  makes  it  coeval  with  the  still  visible 
fragment  of  the  manor-house.  Bare  evidences  these,  but 
sufficient  to  tell  their  story  !  Fond  memor}^  lingers  around 
them  ;  and  dull  must  be  the  imagination  which  refuses  in 
tliese  mouldering  landmarks  to  recall  the  bridal  procession, 
when  the  last  heiress  of  de  Burnham  gave  her  hand  and 
heart,  and  with  them  a  local  habitation  to  generations  yet 
unborn.  But  earthly  visions  are  fleeting  ;  and  so  it  is  in 
the  case  before  us.  The  lights  of  the  banquet-hall  have 
long  since  fled ;  its  garlands  have  been  long  dead  ;  and  the 
auctioneer's  hammer,  falling  on  the  scene,  has  transformed 
the  old  place  into  a  tj^pical  Norfolk  village,  with  its  trout 
stream,  church,  and  rectory.  Tlius  it  might  have  found 
its  level;  but  in  the  rectory,  as  it  then  was,  the  hero  of 
the  Nile  first  saw  the  light  of  day,  and  has  thrown  a  new 
halo  around  the  classic  spot ; — has  given  it  The  Nelson," 
where  "  beer  is  sold  on  the  premises  ;  " — and  a  place  in  our 
English  annals  which  will  never  pass  awa}'. 

But  we  return  to  the  palmy  days  of  tlie  now-forgotten 
mansion,  which,  under  the  three  Edwards,  must  have  been 
the  frequent  scene  of  similar  festivities,  for  Cecilia  de 
Burnham  was  not  the  only  lieiress  who  built  up  the  family. 
She  did  but  lead  the  way,  as  the  first  of  the  distinguished 
brides,  who  afterwards  joined  their  husbands  in  the  con- 
veyance of  manors,  or  even  gave  them,  in  their  own  right, 
by  will  or  settlement  to  younger  sons. 

Thus  the  first  Isabel  in  our  Pedigree,  daughter  of  Lord 
Lovell  of  Titchmarsh,  joined  her  lord  in  the  entail  of 
Burnham  and  Seething,  which  last  came  originally  by  the 
Bigods.^     Again,  the  second  Isabel,  wife  of  Sir  Oliver, 

6  "A.D.  1331.  Will^  de  Calthorp  et  Isabel  ux.  ejus  Quer'  et  Joh^ 
Pars.  Eccl.  Sci.  Edm".  de  Burnham  et  al.  Before'  de  mancriis  do  Sythiug, 
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Sherift'  of  Norfolk  (1376)  exercised  her  sole  right  in  a 
devise  by  will  of  more  abiding  consequences.  Heiress  of 
the  Bacons  of  Erwarton,  she  not  only  brought  in  addition 
Ludham,  Blakeney,  and  Cockthorp,  but,  having  outlived 
her  husband,  she  divided  her  large  estates,  and  raised  her 
grandchild  Bichard,  whom  Blomefield  calls  her  son,  («£y/ 
2)erpera?)i)  to  the  importance  of  a  landed  squire.^  Hence 
the  Calthorps  of  Cockthorp,  destined,  after  three  centuries, 
to  survive  the  elder  branch,  and  close  the  ancestral  line  in 
the  person  of  Sir  Christopher  Calthorp,  K.C.B.,  once 
occupant  of  the  old  mansion  of  Thorpland,  where  these 
lines  are  now  written. 

Before  narrating  the  fortunes  of  this  second  family,  the 
first  claims  precedence  ;  and  we  begin  therefore  with  Sir 
William,  the  elder  son  of  Oliver  and  Isabella,  for  he  stands 
out  in  relief,  not  only  as  progenitor  of  his  line,  but  as  tlie 
individual  Calthorp  so  well  known  to  archaeology  by  his 
monumental  effigy  in  plate  armour,  with  tlie  collar  of  SS., 
on  the  pavement  of  the  chancel  at  Burnham  Tliorp  (rebuilt 
by  his  executors).  He  is  given  in  Cotman's  Brasses  as 
DNS  MANERii  ET  PATRONVS  EccLiE,  with  a  Small  blank  in 
the  inscription,  which  once  must  have  recorded  the  name  of 

Bumham  Thorp  cum  p'tin.  et  100  acr'  ter,  in  Burnliam  et  Ilolkham  et  Jo 
advocate,  eccl""  Sci.  Petri  de  Burnham  Thorp  et  Sci.  Edm^.  de  Burnham 
"Westgate  entail  Waltero  filio  et  heredihus  masculis  et  defectum  Joh'i 
fratri  ct  post  Olivoro  frat'  dictorum  Walteri  et  Joh'." — V.  C. 

'  A.D.  1436  (14  Henry  YI.)  *' Deed  M'ith  Henry  Calthorp,  Esq.,  at 
Ampton.  Sciant  prnes.  et  fut.  q'^.  nos  Sim.  Felbrig  mil.,  Brianus  Staplcton 
mil.,  Will^.  Paston  ex  assensu  et  spontanea,  vohmtate  Will.  Caltliorp  arm. 
consanguinei  et  heredis  Will.  Calthorp  mil.  defuncti,  viz.,  filii  et  heredis 
Joh'is  Calthorp  mil.  defuncti  fiilii  et  horedis  jjdicti  Will.  Calthorp  mil.  et 
juxta  efFectum  ultima)  voluntatis  Isahelhe  quie  fuit  uxor  Oliveri  Calthorp 
mil.,  sororis  et  heredis  Barth.  Bacon  mil.,  demissimus  lihere,  &c.,  Ricardo 
Calthorp  arm^.  filio  j^dicti  Will.  Calthorp  mil.  et  IMargarettfo  uxori  ^pdicti 
maneria  nostra  de  Sniterley.  Tho^  Astley  testis.  Dat.  14  Henry  VI. 
This  Isabel  died  12  Henry  IV.,  and  by  her  will  gave  the  manors  of  Sniterley, 
&c.,  to  her  ^>-«;(f7c7i/M  Richard  of  Cockthorp." — V.  C,  Earl.  MS.,  970. 
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his  mother  or  wife,  but  properly  left  blank  in  the  ingenious 
restoration  by  Norman,  the  village  schoolmaster,  when  the 
brass  was  refixed,  in  the  memory  of  the  w]"iter,  about 
A.n.  1845. 

Although  he  died  a  grandfather  in  1420,  we  must  not 
conclude  hastil}^  that  he  had  not  responded  to  the  call  to 
arms  at  Agincourt,  for  his  grandson,  his  heir  apparent,  was 
but  a  child  at  the  date  of  the  battle.  The  collar  of  S  which 
he  wears  is  not  of  itself  conclusive,  for  the  effigy  of  Sir 
J.  Swinford  ^  thus  decorated,  at  Spratton,  is  at  least  ten 
years  earlier,  and  thus  upsets  the  notion  that  the  SS.  was 
conferred  on  the  evening  before  the  battle.  But  on  that 
memorable  day,  among  all  the  counties  of  England,  Norfolk 
had  stood  in  the  front.  The  truncheon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Erpingham,  thrown  up  as  the  signal  for  the  fight,  had  been 
once  a  Norfolk  sapling.  And  not  this  only,  for  the  Liberate 
Roll  of  the  AYardrobe  provides  [uiter  alia)  "  red  and  blue 
cloth  for  robes  trimmed  with  miniver,"  for  thirteen  knights 
on  St.  George's  Day,  1416,  and  among  them  we  clearly 
recognize  Morle}^,  Felbrig,  and  Erpingham,  as  well-known 
Norfolk  names.  Had  the  collar  of  Sir  William  Galthorp, 
as  given  in  the  brass  at  Eurnham,  exhibited  the  occasional 
form  of  the  double  SS.  interlaced,  I  would  venture  to  liaxe 
assigned  his  decoration  to  the  year  after  the  victory,  for 
immediately  following  the  ordinance,  which  is  given  above 
from  Ej^mer,  (vol.  ix.,  p.  o-35)  there  occurs  anotlier,  De 
modo  celebrandi  Eest.  tam  Eeati  Joh.  de  Eeverlaco,  quam 
etiam  SS.  Crispin!  et  Crispiniani  propter  victoriam  de 
Agencourt." 

In  any  case,  the  Norfolk  knights,  who  would  appear  in 
this  contingent  of  the  second  order,  must  have  boi'ue  some 
proportion  to  those  who  were  deemed  worthy  to  possess  the 
higher  distinction.    And  there  were  indeed  many  reasons 


^  Journal,  Archaoloyical  Inslituic,  vol.  xxxv.,  p.  423. 
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for  their  monarcli's  prophecy,  that  "  Crisj^in  Crispian  should 
ne'er  go  bye." 

Not  only  was  the  battle  fought  on  the  saints'  day  in  the 
calendar,  but  the  field  itself  was  not  far  distant  from  the 
scene  of  their  martyrdom  at  Suessac  (Soissons)  on  the  river 
Axona  (Aisne).  The  main  incident  of  the  victory,  moreover, 
found  its  counterpart  in  the  legend.  Plunged  by  the  order 
of  the  Emperor  JMaximilian  in  a  cauldron  of  melted  lead, 
the  saints  with  apparent  coolness  endured  the  fiery  trial  ; 
but  while  they  emerged  unscathed,  the  spray  of  the  molten 
metal  hardened  in  the  air,  and  blinded  the  agents  of  their 
persecutor,  just  as  the  French  archers,  relied  on  by  their 
king  for  the  victory,  succumbed  to  the  leaden  bolts  of  the 
English  crossbows.  Thus  may  we  account,  not  only  for 
the  "  Sanctus,  Sanctus,"  which  we  see  twice  inscribed  on 
the  helmet  of  a  knight  recumbent  in  the  church  of  Dunster, 
but  also  for  the  double  SS.  which  was  adopted  after  Agin- 
court  as  a  convenient  link  in  the  collar. 

Sir  William  is  stated  by  Blomefield  to  have  been  one 
of  the  witnesses  for  Hastings  of  Elsing  in  the  celebrated 
Plea  of  Arms  (9  Henry  IV.),  but  he  produces  no  authority. 
He  died  a.d.  1420,  and  his  will  is  exclusively  devoted 
to  provisions  for  pious  uses.  Sibilla,'-'  his  second  Avife, 
and  William  Paston,  'Hhe  good  judge,"  being  principal 
executors  ;  and  his  grandson,  according  to  Blomefield,  only 
eleven  years  old,  his  only  male  representative. 

The  boy,  in  after  years,  lived  to  be  the  fourth  Sir 
William,  twice  married,  and  four  times  Sheriff  of  Norfolk. 

9  Sir  William  and  Sibilla  both  died  within  the  year,  and  their  wills  are 
at  Norwich  fRtff.  HirningJ.  The  latter  bequeaths  money  for  the  repair  of 
Burnliam  Thorp  and  other  churches,  including  Beeston,  whore  she  lies  by 
her  first  husband.  As  they  make  the  Koctor  of  Burnham  their  executor, 
and,  in  addition  to  a  specific  legacy,  leave  a  residuum  for  pious  uses 
for  the  good  of  their  souls,  we  may  presume  that  to  them  we  are  indebted 
for  the  beautiful  Perpendicular  work  which  illustiates  our  memoir. 


As  the  father  of  two  families,  he  also  saw  his  children  ^ 
connected  with  the  best  Norfolk  families,  of  whom  notices 
and  anecdotes  occur  frequently  in  the  Pasfoii  Letters. 
The  life  of  a  "man  of  worship"  in  these  our  Eastern 
Counties  could  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  much  stirring 
incident.  We  find  him,  aged  forty,  Commissary'- ^  of  the  Duke 
of  Suffolk,  son  of  that  William  de  la  Pole  who  negociated 
the  marriage  of  Henry  YI.  with  Margaret  of  Anjou,  and 
who,  having  basked  for  a  few  j^ears  in  the  royal  sunshine, 
})aid  dearly  for  his  ambition  by  lying,  a  headless  corpse, 
on  the  sands  of  Dover,  coldly  recompensed  at  last  by  a 
monument^  in  the  church  of  Wingfield,  contiguous  to  his 
fortified  residence.  The  appointment  of  Calthorp  as  his 
Commissary  is  registered  by  Blomefield,  but  merely  as  a 
dry  fact  from  Vitin  Calthorpiana,  and,  but  for  the  Paston 
Letters,  this  is  all  we  might  have  known  of  Sir  William's 
public  life.  These  valuable  documents  are  now  fully  edited, 
with  careful  and  explanatory  notes,  by  Mr.  James  Gairdner 
of  4:he  Public  Pecord  Office,  and  they  come  conveniently 
to  our  aid  in  several  curious  particulars.  One  of  these 
(Letter  391)  raises  a  question  on  a  date  of  Blomefield's 
by  telling  us  that  "Calthorp  was  inbilled"  for  Edward's 
coronation  day,  June  ^8tli,   14G1,  which  was  tliree  j'cars 

»  A.D.  U69.  "8  Edward  IV.,  Patoat  univ^  ....  q'^  ....  nos  Will. 
Calthorp  de  Ludham  mil.,  Joh.  Calthorp  fil.  ejusdem  Will,  arm.,  Richard 
W(ll)ie  de  Moulton  in  Lincoln,  Eliz.  uxor  ejus  filia  p'dcti  Will.  Calthorp 
ot  Will.  Gurney,  arm.,  et  Iloger  Townsend  de  Rayuham,  generos."  With 
Fermor  Calthorp. —  V.  C.  ■ 

2  A.D.  1449.  "Will.  Calthorp,  arm.,  Locumtcnen.s  et  Commissarius 
gencralis  nohilissimi  et  potcntissimi  Ducis  Dom.  Will.  Dueis  Sutf.  et 
Comitis  Pembroch,  et  mag.  Camcrar,  Angliaj,  Ilihernitp,  et  Aquitania3 
durante  minore  ajtate  Dom.  Hen.  Ducis  Exon,  filii  et  heredis  Dom.  Joh. 
nupcr  Ducis  Exon,  27  Hen.  VI."  With  Jas.  Calthorp  of  Basham. — V.  C. 

^  The  effigy  attributed  to  Duke  William  among  the  De  la  Pole  monuments 
represents,  apparently,  a  Ivuight  of  a  much  earlier  period.  The  brasses 
have  been  all  abstracted,  but  beneath  one  of  their  matrices  the  unfortunate 
Btatcsnian  most  likely  occupies  a  grave. 
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subsequent  to  his  second  shrievalty,  at  which  Blomefield 
implies  knighthood.  He  had  perliaps  gained  time  in 
order  to  save  his  pocket ;  but,  as  a  loj^al  Yorkist,  he  had 
sent  up  his  retainers,  ''spere  and  bowes  with  them,"  after 
the  battle  of  Wakefield  (1460),  and  Avas,  next  year,  one 
of  a  party  commissioned  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to  convoy 
victuals  and  ordnance  from  Newcastle  to  Warkworth  Castle, 
which  Avas  occupied  by  Lord  Warwick  and  threatened  by  the 
Scots  [Fadon  Letter,  461).  Wlien  the  king  visited  Norfolk, 
where  "he  had  ryght  good  cher  and  gret  gyftys,"^  we 
find  Sir  William  in  the  retinue  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
afterwards  Richard  III.,  riding  past  Drayton  Lodge  on 
the  royal  progress  from  Norwich  to  Walsingham.  The 
Paston  Letter,  602,  takes  us  behind  the  scenes,  and  gives 
us  an  amusing  insight  into  the  means  employed  for  getting 
at  Sir  AYilliam's  motives  for  preferring  the  Rivers  and 
Scales  party  to  that  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  on  this 
occasion.  Dut  the  true  motive,  after  all,  is  not  far  to 
seek.  The  presence  and  countenance  of  royalty  is  always 
more  or  less  attractive  : — 

"  Vultus  ubi  tuns  •  • 

Affiilsit  populo,  gi'atior  it  dies, 
l]t  solos  iJicli us  nitont." 

And  the  ride  from  Norwich  to  Walsingham  in  the  suite  of 
the  royal  pilgrim  naturally  paved  the  way  for  an  honour 
which  was  conferred  subsequently,  when  the  king's  thanks 
were  conferred  on  Sir  William  for  his  conduct  in  dealing 
with  the  Norwich  rioters. 

Sir  William  died,  aged  eightj^-five,  at  his  Norwich 
residence  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's  at  Palace.  Tliis 

Privy  Seals,  tested  at  Norwich  and  Walsingham,  June,  21st,  1-169 
{Paston  Letters,  012).  The  litliograph  at  the  close  of  this  memoir  illustrates 
a  minor  incident  of  this  Walsingham  pilgrimage,  hut  is  of  suificient 
importance  to  require  an  independent  notice. 
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mansion,  known  as  Berney's  Inn,  liacl  been  purchased  a 
few  years  previously  from  the  executors  of  Joan  Lady 
Burdolf.  To  tliis  may  be  attributed  tbe  decay  and  probable 
demolition'''  of  tbe  Burnbam  manor-bouse,  wbere  be  bad 
written  one  of  bis  last  letters,  catalogued  as  No.  2002  in 
the  Appendix  to  tbe  Paston  correspondence.  He  bad 
mno  by  bis  first  marriage  a  son  and  (?)  two  daugbters ; 
but  mucb  later  in  life  lie  contracted  a  second  marriaq-c 
with  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Miles  Stapleton, 
and  had  witli  her  the  cream  of  the  Stapleton  manors, 
including  their  pet  places  of  North  Morton  in  Berks,  and 
Inpliam,^  their  chief  residence,  and  a  family  burial-place 
in  Norfolk.  She  lived  long  enough  to  contract  two  or  (as 
fiomo  say)  three  subsequent  marriages;  first,  wdth  a  name- 
sake and  relation  (see  Bior/,  Brit.)  of  Sir  John  Fortescue, 
Chief  Justice  of  Henry  YI.,  author  of  Be  Baudibus,  &c., 
and  last,  with  the  High  Admiral,  Sir  Edward  Howard, 
I^rd  Scroop,''  according  to  tbe  Vifis  Calt/iorpiana,  being 
interposed  between  them.  She  left  by  Sir  William  a 
numerous  progeny  of  Caltborps,^  at  tbe  bead  of  whom 
stood  Sir  Francis,  who  naturally  inherited  Ingham  and 
tho  bulk  of  his  mother's  manors.  Ho  also,  in  bis  turn, 
married  two  wives,  both  of  tlicm  I^li/.abellis ;  but  as  tbe 
first  brought  him  no  issue,  be  cast  about  for  an  expedient, 

•  "  Cosin  Philip "  to  have  all  "that  roniaineth  at  my  place  at  Burnham."  — 
Sir  William's  will,  11 91. 

•  Norfolk  Arcliceology,  vol.  viii. 

'  Tho  Lord  Scroop  marriage  is  probably  fabulous  ;  and,  as  to  the  order  of 
tho  other  two,  Blomcfield  is  in  difiiculties,  and  even  contradicts  himself  by 
ffiving  a  different  version  under  the  Ingliam  and  Caltliorpc  parishes.  Neither 
could  the  happy  bridegroom  have  been  tlie  Judge  himself,  Avho  in  1425  was 
already  a  Governor  of  Lincoln's  Inn  (see  Do  Laudibus)  and  therefore  at  least 
ninety  at  the  time  of  the  pretended  marriage.  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Jesso^ip 
for  the  dates  which  confirm  the  above  conclusion,  and  are  inserted  in  the 
I'edigree. 

•  Norris  mentions  four  other  sons,  Richard,  George,  John,  and  Thomas, 
ivho  died  young. 
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in  concert  with  his  wife  (a  Wyndliam  o£  Crowntliorp), 
whereby  the  half-blood  at  least  of  Stapleton  might  attend 
upon  the  Ingham  inheritance.  Accordingly  in  1535,  being 
still  childless,  and  she  living,  he  became  one  of  the  parties 
to  a  remarkable  contract  which  is  recorded  at  length  in  his 
inq.  p.  m.,  1544,  and  as  it  afterwards  gave  occasion  to  a 
"cause  celebre,"  and  may  still  give  occasion  to  some  curious 
reflections,  no  apology  is  needed  for  abstracting  somcAvhat 
fully  its  main  intentions. 

The   indenture,   dated  January  16th    in    the  26th  of 
Henry  YIII.   (1535)  is   tripartite,  between  Francis  Cal- 
thorp,    knight  ;     Edward    Calthorp    his    nephew,  called 
Cosyn   and   hey  re    apparent "    in    the    document ;  and 
Edmund  W3mdham  of   AYeybread.     It   recites   that  Sir 
Francis   and   Edward    "  asketh   for  a  marriage  between 
Edmonde,  son  and  heyre  apparent  of  the  said  Edward, 
and  Elizabeth  "Wyndham,  one  of   the  daughters  of  the 
afore-named   Edmund   Wyndham;"    and   it   proceeds  to 
covenant  that  "Edmonde  Calthorp"  (being  then  aged  nine) 
"shall,  before  the  feast  of  St.  Michael,  1540"  (which  was 
within  six  years  afterwards)  "  marry  Elizabeth  Wyndham 
after  the  law  and  custom  of  God's  church,  if  the  said 
Elizabeth  will  thereto  condiscendingly  agree  ;   and  if  the 
said  Edmonde  happen  to  decease  before  marriage,  &c.," 
that  then  his  next  brother  Ptichard,  under  like  conditions, 
shall  marry  her  "in  likewise  before  he  come  to  the  age 
of   fifteen  years."     Consequent   on  these  intentions  the 
estates  vested  in  trustees  with  the  usual  reversions  and 
remainders.    But  hardly  was  the  ink  dry  before  a  speedier 
succession  was  found  to  be  attainable,  and  it  upset  the 
whole    bargain.     "  In    the   next   year    after    that,"  27 
Henry  YIII.  (we  quote  Dyer,  lleports)  the  dame  Elizabeth 
Calthorp  died.    After  whose  death  Sir  Francis  took  to  wife 
Elizabeth  Berney,  and  had  issue  by  her  one  AYilliam  Cal- 
thorp "  (living  16  Elizabeth,  when  Dyer  wrote),  "and  after 
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tliis  8ir  Francis  died  ;  and  the  said  Edmond  and  William 
Calthorp  both  survived,  and  no  marriage  ever  came  otf 
between  Edmonde  Calthorp  and  Elizabeth  Wyndham." 

On  the  above  premises  arose  this  question :  Whether 
their  uses  always  continued,  or  were  determined, — so  that 
the  said  William  Calthorp,  as  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Francis, 
ought  to  enter  as  in  fee  simple  in  possession  from  his 
father, — or  that  the  said  Edward  Calthorp  and  his  heirs  in 
tail,  as  in  remainder,  after  the  decease  of  Sir  Francis,  should 
enter,  and  enjo}^  the  estate  by  virtue  of  indenture,  fine,  and 
recovery  aforesaid,  or  not — was  determined  in  law  upon 
tiie  evidence  given  in  an  "  Ejectione  firman."  It  was 
argued  at  bar,  not  at  bench.  But  it  seems  that  the  case 
is  hard  for  William  Calthorp,  the  son  of  Sir  Francis." 
Thus  far  Dyer  the  rej^orter  ;  and  in  this  view  of  the  case, 
without  entering  on  the  legal  argument,  the  unprofessional 
reader  may  well  agree.  But  in  a  different  sense  it  would 
seem  that  after  all  the  case  was  hardJij  settled,  for  it  was 
not  until  18  Elizabeth,  some  years  after,  that  a  final  award 
was  made,  and  the  title  redeemed  by  money  payment  from 
the  Calthorp  lineal  heirs  to  the  coheirs  of  Edward  Calthorp. 
Meantime  the  Woodhouses  of  Waxhain  were  sloN^dy  ab- 
sorbing by  purchase  the  adjoining  manors.  In  1535  Stalham 
Jlall  and  fifty  acres  were  sold  to  tliem  by  ]?]dward  and 
Thoniasine  for  "  a  hundred  marcs  of  silver,"  [Pedes  Fiiniim, 
Mich.  27  Henry  YIII.)  and  Ingham  itself  (according  to 
lUomefield)  very  soon  followed. 

During  the  protracted  length  of  the  above  legal  process, 
Sir  Philip  Calthorp,  as  heir  in  the  direct  line,  had  succeeded 
to  his  grandfather  in  the  occupancy  of  Ingham,  and  was 
thus  keeping  warm  the  old  seat  of  the  Stapletons.  There 
he  made  his  will ;  and  there,  in  the  event  of  his  decease, 
rather  than  at  Norwich,  lie  desired  to  lay  his  bones.  But 
as  the  tree  fell  so  it  ultimately  lay ;  and  from  15'j5  the 
liistory  of  the  family  belongs  more  to  Norwich  than  either 
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to  Burnham  or  Ingham.     They  could  well  dispense  with  I 
the  latter,  and  equity,  if  not  law,  would  point  to  its  sur-  | 
render  ;  and  from  his  wealth  of  manors  Sir  Philip  could 
find  no  difficulty  in  making  a  selection  for  posterity.  The 
beautiful  village  of   Erwarton,   on   the    estuaries   of  the 
Orwell  and  Stour,  and  over  against  Harwich,  had  come  as  i 
an  ancestral  possession  originally  from  the  Bacons,  and  this 
he  bequeathed  accordingly,  with  other  Suffolk  manors,  to 
Philip  his  elder  son.    The  Burnham  house,  moreover,  had  ■ 
by  this  time  gone  its  way  ;   for  long  ago  his  grandfather,  , 
Sir  William,  had  bequeathed  certain  moveables,  described  ; 
as  "  all  the  stuff  of  household  which  remaineth  at  my  place 
at  Burnham."     The  acquisition  of  Bcrney's  Inn  had  thus  I 
enabled  the  grandfather  to  dispense  Avith  the  encumbrance  = 
of  a  dilapidated  country  mansion  ;  and,  in  succeeding  to 
a  city  residence,  the  grandson  found  occasion  to  indulge  in  [ 
a  civic  splendour  which  was  more  in  accordance  with  his  f 
taste,  and  better  suited  to  his  opulence.  f 

In  the  matter  of  dress  especiall}^  he  affected  an  imusiial  i 
magnificence.     Camden  has  related  of  him  an  anecdote,  . 
that  "  he  sent  to  a  Norwich  tailor  as  much  French  cloth  as 
would  make  him  a  gown  to  wear  on  state  occasions.    Ikit  it 
happened  that  one  John  Drake,  a  shoemaker,  coming  by  [ 
chance  into  the  shop,  liked  it  so  well  that  he  went  and 
bought  of  the  material  as  much  for  himself,  enjoining  the 
tailor  to  make  it  of  the  same  fashion.    The  knight,  being  , 
informed  of  this,  commanded  the  tailor  to  cut  the  gown 
as  full  of  holes  as  ever  his  shears  could  make  it.  A\''hen 
Drake  saw  it,  he  confessed  it  was  made  of  the  same  fashion,  \ 
but  vowed  that  he  would  never  be  of   the  gentleman's  \ 
fashion  again."  \ 

The  fashion  of  these  gowns  is  seen  in  our  sepulchral 
brasses,  but  the  chief  item  of  their  cost  was  not  in  the  I 
cloth,  but  in  the  trimming.     They  passed  from  father  to  I 
son  as  a  xcry  frequent  inheritance  ;  and  possibly  the  above  ' 


15 


gown,  or  one  very  like  it,  was  the  subject  of  Sir  Pliilip's 
bequest  to  his  son  and  namesake,  in  these  precise  terms, 
a  few  years  afterwards.  Item.  I  give  and  bequethe  to 
Dume  Jane,  my  well-beloved  wyefF,  all  my  jewelles  and 
hyrs,  and  all  hyr  apparel,  cheynes,  rynges  of  gold,  perles, 
stones,  beades,  &c.,  except  only  a  bed  of  crymesyn  velvet 
and  russet  dam  ask  e  embrowdered  with  myn  armes,  and 
my  gown  of  black  velvet  furred  with  martryns,^  which  I 
give  and  bequethe  to  my  son  Phylype."  '*  Also  excepte 
a  gown  of  black  velvet  furred  with  budge  ^  which  I  give 
unto  my  son  Henry."  And  while  on  the  subject  of  legacies, 
\vc  may  also  notice  one  of  the  above-named  "Dame  Jane" 
('althoi'p,  by  birth  a  Blenorhasset,  who  bequeaths  to  Sir 
Edward  Warner,  Knight,  her  sister's  son,  "nine  pecs 
(j)ieces)  of  tapstory  of  the  Story  of  Queene  Hester  ;  "  which 
pieces,  being  in  reality  stamj^ed  leather,  are  still  to  be 
identified,  having  hung  in  good  preservation  as  a  treasured 
lieirloom,  for  above  two  centuries,  in  a  room  at  Walsingham 
xVbbo}^ 

"We  have  seen  that  a  coming  event,  the  failure  of  male 
issue,  had  cast  its  shadow  on  the  closing  days  of  the  life 
of  Sir  Francis  Calthorp  at  Ingham.  And  now  a  like 
impression  troubled  the  mind  of  Sir  Philip,  who  laments 
jn  his  last  will  that  his  son  I'hilip  "  had  been  of  long  time 
married,  and  yet  he  had  '  noon  '  issue  male  of  his  body." 
His  lamentation  was  premature,  for  he  had  other  sons  by 
liis  second  marriage,  but  probably  the  state  of  their  health 
had  caused  some  misgivings,  as  they  died  soon  after  him. 
But  if  compensation  might  be  found  in  the  attractions  of  a 
granddaughter,  he  had  it  in  the  Lady  Elizabeth. 

"  Unica  quoo  fuerafc  Caltliroppi  filia,  cujus 
Nomen  porfelix  ELzabetlia  fuit. 
Hie  jacet  hoc  tuniulo,  irmhor  tot  laudibus  aucta, 
Ut  vix  speremus  posse  videre  parem." 

^  Martryn^,  i.e.,  saLles. — Miiisheus. 

^  Budge,  i.e.,  Lamlie's  furrc. — Mi)is/ie!(s. 
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This  lad}^  liad  proved  true  to  the  traditions  of  her  family  ; 
by  contracting  three  marriages,  and  the  third  husband  felt  ! 
it  his  duty  to  record,  with  all  the  boast  of  heraldry,  what  | 
beauty  and  wealth  had  given  him.  Iler  monument  is  well  i 
preserved  in  the  church  of  St.  JMartin's  at  Palace,  Norwich,  I 
which  v>'ill  well  repay  ii  half-hour's  examination.  8he  ' 
carried  the  Calthorp  manors  to  the  family  of  her  first 
husband,  by  whom  she  left  issue,  Sir  Philip  Parker,  who 
inherited  about  1578. 

We  have  alretidy  made  mention  of  the  village  of  Erwartoii,  ; 
where  the  last  Sir  Philip  Calthorp  lived  and  died.  His 
avenue  of  oaks  are  now  venerable  pollards,  terminated  by  ' 
the  ruins  of  a  Jacobean  gatewa}^,  and  manor-house  restored  J 
by  the  Parkers,  and  built  apparently  on  the  old  lines.     Ilis  i 
"ambling  nags  and  geldings  "  were  left  as  prime  favourites  . 
to   various  friends,  but  neither  in  his  wall   nor    in  the  i 
registers  does  the  name  of  Calthorp  appear.    The  Parkers  ' 
enjoyed  the  place  for  several  generations,  and  in  17 '30  Sir  5 
Philip  Parker  Long  recorded  his  descent  from  "Amata" 
Poleyn,'-  the  wife  of  the  last  Calthorp,  and  mother  of  the 
Lady  Elizabeth,  in  a  carefullj^-prepared  memorial  tablet  i; 
alTixed  to  the  church  wall. 

A  well-authenticated  tradition  of  heart  burial  in  the  north  ; 
wall  exists  in  the  parish.    It  was  credited,  at  the  time,  as 
the  heart  of  Queen  Anne  Boleyn,  but  in  all  probability  was 
the  heart  of  a  nameless  Crusader,  whose  effigy  still  remains  ; 
among  other  monuments  of  ancient  date. 

The  Pedigree  which  heads  this  memoir  is  by  no  means  | 
exhaustive,  but  is  intended  to  enable  the  reader  more  easily  | 
to  follow  the  narrative.    In  this  respect  it  forms  a  contrast 
to  many  of  the  Calthorp  pedigrees,  which  appear  to  have  | 

been  projected  in  the  idea  of  exhibiting  an  abundance  of  I 

k 

2  In  mcdiiGval  records  the  names  Amy  and  Anne  must  "be  taken  inter- 
changeably. The  Latin  forms,  Amia  and  Anna,  are  absolutely  undis- 
tinguibhuLle. 
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heraldic  decoration,  superfluous  and  without  proof.  And 
indeed  the  genealogist  is  in  danger  of  rising  from  the  study 
of  the  Calthorp  pedigrees  with  his  faith  shaken  in  pedigrees 
generally.  To  say  nothing  of  the  confusion  Avhich  lies  on 
llio  surface  of  Blomefield,  who  makes  the  first  Sir  Philip 
marry  his  daughter-in-law  (Bl.  NorfoJli,  iii.  730),  and  gives 
to  the  second  a  son  of  the  same  name,  in  spite  of  the  direct 
evidence  of  the  wills  above  quoted, — we  may  refer  to  the 
contradiction  of  the  Norris  and  Le  Neve  Pedigrees ;  the 
former  of  which  gives  to  the  first  Sir  Philip  a  Boleyn  and 
a  Blenerhasset  for  his  wives.  The  above  are  but  a  sample 
of  numerous  discrepancies.  They  have  invited  a  careful 
reference  to  original  documents,  which  the  writer  ventures 
to  hope  may  bear  the  test  of  inquiry ;  fearful  lest,  having 
suggested  a  mote  in  the  eyes  of  others,  he  may  be  liable,  in 
bands  more  experienced,  to  be  convicted  of  a  beam  in  his 
own. 


Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  discovered  an  original 
document  among  the  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  enrolled  Coram 
Kcge,  of  rather  an  unusual  character.  AYe  extract  it  as  it 
sUiuds,  not  only  as  an  incident  in  our  county  history,  but  as 
containing  a  charter  of  much  interest  in  evidence  of  the 
high  estimation  in  which  the  subject  of  it  was  held  by  his 
BOYoreign. 

CORAM  PEGE  ROLL,  4  HENRY  lY. 

M  1  KEX. 

Rottus  ptito^  cora  dno  Rege  apud  Westm  de  Termino  Sci 
Ilillarij  anno  RRf  Ilenrici  Quarti  post  conquestu 
Quarto.  W.  Gascoigne. 

Adhuc  de  ?mino  Sci  Hillar.  Rex. 

Norff.    Pr  fuit  Coron  Com  pdci  qd  non  omit?  T;c  quin 

VOL.  IX.]  c 
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distr  Wittm  Calthorp  Chr  1  at  Jur  priiis  inpanella?  in?  dnm 
Begem  et  Ilenricu  nunc  Epni  Norwici  p  oiTies  teri-^  Ic. 
Et  qd  de  exit  ''tc.  Et  qd  herent  corpa  eo^j  coram  dno  Bege 
ad  liunc  diem  scilt  in  Octat)  Sci  ITillaf  vbicumq}  1c  ad 
faciend  quand"'m  (sic)  in?  dnni  Regem  et  pfat  Ej5m  de 
quibusdam  ArticHs  sup  ipm  psent.  Et  modo  ad  eundm  diem 
veil  pdcus  Wittms  Caltliorp  p  districcoem  ei  in  Lac  pte  fcam 
in  ppria  psona  sua.  Et  sup  lioc  dictu  est  eidm  Wiftmo  p 
Curiam  qd  manu  suam  ponat  ad  librum  ad  iurandii  de  vitate 
in  hac  pte  dicend  qui  dicit  qd  non  intendit  qd  dns  Rex  ipm 
ad  hoc  faciend  oflare  velit  quia  dicit  qd  idm  Rex  de  gra 
sua  spiati  concessit  ipi  Wiltmo  qd  ipe  ad  totam  vitam  suam 
banc  beret  libtatem  vidlt  qd  non  poSef  in  assis  juratia 
attinctis  inquisicoib)  sen  recognicoib)  aliquib}  licet  tangant 
ipm  Regem  vel  beredes  suos.  Et  pfert  bic  in  Cur  Iras  diii 
Reg  patentes  pmissa  testificantes  que  sequnf  in  bee  vba. 

Henricus  dei  gra  Rex  Angd  1:  Francie  T:  Dbs  IIlt)ii 
oinib}  Balliuis  fidelib)  suis  ad  quos  psentcs  Ire  pueSint 
sattm  Sciatis  qd  de  gra  nra  spiali  concessimus  p  nob  T; 
beredib)  nris  ditco  ''i  fideli  nro  AVittmo  de  Caltborp 
Cbiualer  qd  ipe  ad  totam  vitam  suam  banc  heat 
libtatem  vidtt  qd  non  ponat'  in  assisis  iuratis  attinctis 
inquisicoib}  sen  recognicoib}  aliquib)  licet  tangant  nos 
vel  beredes  nros.  Et  qd  non  fiat  maior  vicecomes 
Escaetor  Coronator  Justiciarius  2:)acis  sen  laborato?;  aut 
alius  Justiciarius  quicumq}  Collector  assessor  taxator 
Supuisor  aut  cont""  rotulator  decima^  quinta^  docimaj; 
ecu  alicuius  al?ius  subsidij  quote  sine  taxe  cuiuscuinq} 
nob  concesse  aut  nob  vel  beredib}  nris  concedende 
arraiator  Triator  sine  ductor  boim  ad  arma  bobelario^ 
vel  sagittario^  nec  alius  Officiarius  Ralliuus  aut  Minister 
nri  vel  beredum  nro^  quicumq}  cont'"^  voluntatem  suam. 
Et  ideo  vob  mandamus  qd  ipm  Witlm  cont"^  banc 
concessioem  nram  non  molcstetis  in  aliquo  sen  grauetis. 
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In  cuius  rei  testiom  has  Iras  fieri  fecimus  patentes. 
Teste  me  ipo  apud  Westm  yicesiino  iiono  die  Juuij 
anno  regni  nfi  scdo. 

Profert  eciam  quoddam  tjre  dni  Regis  claug  Justic  hie  direc? 
do  non  molestand  pfat  Wiftm  cont'^^  tenore  Ira^  dni  Hegf 
[ulca^.  Cuius  dat  est  apud  Westm  xvj  die  Novembr  anno 
dci  dni  Regf  nunc  quarto  Pretextu  qua^  Ira^  idm  Wittms 
petit  i,pm  a  Jur"^  pdca  exoHari  T:c.  Et  inspect  Iris  dni  llegf 
pdcis  cons  est  qd  pdcus  Wiltms  de  jurata  pdca  exoSef^  et 
qd  eat  inde  sine  die  Ic. 


P;oHliJs  far  Cirsting  |1ilgrlms'  Signs: 

FOUND  AT  WALSINGHAJt  AND  LYNN. 

COMUUNIOATKD  BY 

THE  EEV.  C.  R.  MANNING,  M.A., 


The  discovery  at  Walsingliam  of  tlie  interesting  object 
represented  on  tlie  opposite  page  was  reported  to  the  writer 
of  the  memoir  preceding ;  and  although  very  opportune  by 
way  of  illustration  to  his  paper,  it  calls  for  a  special  notice 
and  careful  delineation.  Mr.  Lee-AYarner  says,  "  It  was 
found  in  removing  the  debris  of  a  group  of  ancient 
buildings  which  had  occupied  a  plot  of  ground  adjacent 
to  the  parish  church  for  above  two  centuries,  but  was 
required  for  the  recent  enlargement  of  the  churchyard. 
The  name  of  '  Old  Bridewell  Yard '  long  ago  marked  the 
use  to  which  they  were  once  applied,  and  carried  them  back 
at  least  to  the  days  of  Howard  the  Philanthropist,  who 
records  in  his  journal  a  visit  to  them  on  his  errand  of 
mercy." 

The  object  will  be  recognized  as  a  mould  for  casting 
signacula,  or  leaden  tokens.  Its  material  is  the  white  lias, 
a  stone  extensively  used  in  the  western  counties,  and  quarried 
from  the  lower  beds  of  that  formation.  It  appears  to  bo 
only  a  portion  of  a  larger  stone,  probably  a  square,  to  cast 
twenty  or  more  of  the  leaden  signs  at  once.    This  is  evident 
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kind,  because  in  tliis  slie  accommodates  herself  to  our  desires  ..... 
It  is  the  most  colobratud  jjlaco  tliroiigliout  all  England,  nor  could  you 
easily  find  in  that  island  the  man  who  ventures  to  reckon  on  pros- 
perity, unless  ho  yearly  salute  her  with  some  small  offering,  according 
to  his  ability. 

In  Piers  PlougJiman^ s  Vision  it  is  said  of  the  pilgrim  : — 

A  bolle  and  a  bagge 

lie  bar  by  his  syde, 

And  hundred  of  ampuUes 

On  his  hat  scten, 

Signes  of  Synay. 

And  shelles  of  Galice, 

And  many  a  croucho  on  his  cloko, 

And  keyes  of  Eome 

And  the  yernycle  bi-foro 

For  men  sholde  knowe 

And  se  by  hise  signes 

AVhom  he  sought  hadde. 

Ye  may  se  by  my  signes 
That  sitten  on  myn  hatto, 
That  I  have  walked  ful  wide. 
In  weet  and  in  drye, 
And  sought  good  seintes 
For  my  soulos  hoi  the. - 

The  author  of  the  Supplement  to  diaiicers  Cdnferhury 
Pilgrims  illustrates  the  same  subject  : — 

Then,  as  manere  and  custom  is,  signes  there  they  bought 
For  men  of  centre  should  know  whome  they  had  sought, 
Each  man  set  his  silver  in  such  thing  as  they  liked, 
And  in  the  moen  while  tlio  iiiillor  had  y-pikid 
Ilis  bosom  ful  of  signys  of  Canterbury  Irochis. 

And,  again  : — 

They  set  their  signys  upon  their  hedes,  and  some  oppon  thoir  capp, 
And  sith  to  the  dyner-ward  they  gaii  for  to  stapp. 


2  Wriglit's  Vision  of  Furs  Ploujliman,  lino  35-11 
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A  number  of  these  "  signs,"  found  in  the  Thames,  are 
engraved  by  Mr.  C.  lloach  Smith  in  his  Collectanea  Autiqua,^ 
together  with  others  from  Abbeville  in  France,  of  Avliich 
Dr.  Kigollot  of  Amiens  published  an  account  in  1837. 
They  represent,  in  a  rude  way,  illustrations  of  the  saints 
iind  the  shrines  which  were  the  most  favourite  resort  of 
pilgrims,  especially  St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury,  and  >St.  John 
tlie  Baptist  of  Amiens.  The  custom  of  such  usages  is  very 
uucient,  and  goes  back  to  heathen  times,  as  witness  the 
analogous  silver  shrines  of  Diana  at  Ephesus,  in  Acts  xix. 
24. 

The  number  of  signacula "  or  tokens  of  this  class 
required  at  the  different  shrines  must  have  been  very  great, 
and  the  method  adopted  for  their  multiplication  by  casting 
batches  of  them  in  lead  in  stone  moulds,  made  the  supply 
very  easy.  The  richer  classes  would  wear  ornaments  of 
gold  and  silver,  which,  by  a  statute  of  Edward  III.,  was 
prohibited  to  yeomen.  Another  example,  now  in  the  Ljnni 
Museum,  very  similar  to  this  Walsingham  one,  was  found 
some  years  ago  in  dredging  the  river  Ouse  at  Lynn,  of 
which  an  illustration  is  also  here  given,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  W.  II.  Taylor  of  Lynn. 

On  one  side  is  the  device  of  a  wheel  of  three  concentric 
circles,  pierced  by  a  large  arrow,  for  fastening  to  the 
wearer  ;  and  on  the  other  a  very  pretty  monogram,  appa- 
rently lijC,  with  tref oiled  ornaments  at  the  points  of  the 
letters.  Both  this  and  the  Walsingham  mould  are  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  A  great  many  leaden  "signs"  have  been 
dredged  up  at  Lynn,  near  the  course  of  the  ferry-boat  in 
tlie  river.  Some  of  these  are  probably  as  early  as  the 
fourteenth   century.      One  is   part   of  a   triptych,  with 

^  Vol.  i.  81  ;  ii.  43  ;  iv.  166,  giving  an  Ordinance  of  the  Convent  of  St. 
Maximin  in  Provence,  1354,  respecting  tliem. — AVright's  Archa'olugical 
Album,  p.  19.  For  l'"rench  "sign.s"  see  also  De  Caumont'a  rnilletin  Afonu- 
tnental,  vol.  xix. 
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scriptural  subjects  under  canopies  ;  another  represents 
Edward  the  Confessor  giving  his  ring  to  the  beggar,  the 
figures  standing  within  a  moon  or  crescent ;  others,  saints 
in  canopies  or  shrines  ;  the  crucifixion,  the  annunciation, 
an  ornamented  heart,  crowns,  circles,  crosses ;  and  one  has  an 
arrow  through  it.  Three  of  these  are  illustrated  in  the 
accompanyiug  plate.  These  Avere  all  formed  like  fibuhie, 
with  an  acus,  or  some  means  of  fastening ;  and  the  character 
of  the  ornament  is  so  much  the  same  throughout  them, 
especially  in  the  recurrence  of  trefoils,  &c.,  in  raised  knobs, 
that  the  supply  must  have  arisen  from  a  common  mint,  the 
moulds  being  probably  worked  at  Walsingham.'^ 

In  a  paper  read  at  the  Lynn  meeting  of  the  Society  in 
1850,  by  the  late  M.  W.  Taylor,  mention  is  made  of  a 
mould  for  casting  pilgrims'  signs  found  at  Gaywood.  The 
little  leaden  toys  made  for  children  are  still  cast  in  a  similar 
way. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  ascertained  the  existence 
of  two  or  three  more  moulds.  Two  are  illustrated  in 
Brent's  Cantcrhiiry  in  the  Olden  Thne,  second  edition,  p.  51. 
The  first  represents  an  ecclesiastic  on  horseback  giving 
benediction,  and  seems  as  early  as  the  twelfth  century ; 
the  second  is  a  figure  of  a  saint,  apparent!}^  in  tortuie. 
These,  with  another  for  casting  four  objects,  {Arc/icvologia, 
xliii.  164)  were  found  at  Canterbury. 

*  A  mould  for  casting  silver  fibulte,  fifteenth  century,  is  engraved  in 
Archctologia,  xiv.  275,  plate  18.    It  was  found  at  Ashill,  Norfolk,  in  1798. 


NOTICE 

OK 

liamim  €mm  founiJ  at  Daxonstbarijc. 

COMIIUNIOATED  BY 

MISS   M.   A.  HOGG. 


In  June,  1878,  whilst  some  men  were  plougliing  a  field 
adjoining  Baconstliorpe  Hall,  belonging  to  J.  T.  Mott,  Esq., 
of  Earningliam,  Norfolk,  tlie  plough  struclc  against  an 
eiirtlienware  jar  or  "  oUa,"  of  grcyisli  liue,  breaking  all 
the  upper  part  of  it  into  many  pieces,  and  disclosing  a 
luiinber  of  coins,  wbicb  were  appropriated  by  the  finders 
at  once,  before  Mr.  IMott  was  aware  of  the  discovery  ;  so 
tliat  no  definite  account  of  the  irliole  of  the  hoard  can  be 
given.  The  vase  was  about  fourteen  inches  in  heiglit,  and 
its  greatest  circumference  thirtj^-six  inches ;  the  interior 
shows  horizontal  marks  of  the  lathe,  and  is,  like  the  exterior, 
ash-coloured  on  the  surface.  The  body  of  the  ware  is 
composed  of  a  strong,  coarse,  and  rather  gritty  red  paste, 
here  and  there  streaked  with  black  from  insufficient  firing. 
It  is  estimated  that  about  9,000  coins  were  found,  all  either 
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billon  or  brass.  The  following  is  a  list  of  tbe  twenty-five 
emperors  who  were  represented  in  this  hoard,  viz.  : — 


Gordianus  Pius  III. 
Philip  I. 
Philip  (the  son). 
Otacilia. 

Trajanus  Decius. 
Etruscilla. 
Herennius  Etruscus. 
Gallus. 
Volusianus. 


^milianus. 

Valerianus. 

Mariniana. 

Gallienus. 

Salouiua. 

Saloninus. 

Quietus. 

Postumus. 


Postumus  (the  son). 
Laelianus. 
Yictorinus. 
Marius. 

Claudius  Gothicus. 
Quintilius. 
Aurelian. 
Totricus. 


but  it  is  impossible  to  give  accurate  information  of  the 
number  of  coins  of  each  emperor,  as  they  have  been  so 
dispersed.  There  are  no  new  types  among  those  retained 
by  Mr.  Mott,  although  many  specimens  are  of  considerable 
rarity,  such  as  the  coins  of  Herennius  Etruscus,  Mariniana, 
Marias,  Laelianus,  &c.  The  coins  of  Gordian  III.,  Yalerian, 
Gallienus,  Postumus,  and  Victorinus  are  by  far  the  most 
numerous.  Very  many  specimens,  especially  those  of  the 
earlier  emperors,  at  which  period  the  coinage  was  not  so 
debased,  are  in  such  a  good  state  of  preservation  that  when 
the  verdigris  was  removed  from  the  surface  the  coin  was  as 
perfect  as  if  just  issued  from  the  mint. 

Among  the  finest  specimens  are  a  denarius  of  Philip  I., 
having  for  reverse  the  inscription  aeternitas  .  avgg  .,  a 
boy  seated  on  an  elephant ;  a  Valerian,  the  reverse  ^^ota  . 
ORBis  .,  with  two  Victories  facing,  holding  a  shield  inscribed 
s.c.  before  a  palm  tree.  But  the  earliest  coin  of  this  hoard 
is  a  denarius  of  Gordian  III.,  having  for  the  reverse  type 
the  inscription  p  .  m  .  t  .  r  .  p  .  ii .  cos  .p.p.  and  a  figure  of 
Pax.  This  coin  was  issued  in  a.d.  238,  the  first  year  of 
the  reign  of  Gordian. 

The  coins  to  which  the  latest  date  can  be  assigned  are 
two  billon  denarii  of  Aurelian,  having  for  the  reverse 
types  PROVIDENT  .  AVG  .  with  figure  of  Providentia,  and 
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8E(rs'RiTAS  .  AVG  .  witli  figure  of  Seciiritas.  So  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  tbere  has  been  no  other  coin  of 
thi.s  emperor  or  of  any  later  one  found  in  this  collection. 

The  date  of  the  burial  of  this  treasure  is  about  a.d.  271- 
272,  and  the  period  over  which  the  whole  hoard  extends 
does  not  embrace  more  than  thirty-four  years,  i.e.,  from 
A.D.  238  to  A.D.  271. 

From  what  we  gather  from  the  history  of  the  coinage  of 
Aurelian,  and  of  the  reforms  he  efi'ected,  or  endeavoured  to, 
ill  the  monetary  system  of  Rome,  we  know  that  these  two 
coins  of  Aurelian  just  described  were  issued  quite  at  the 
conmiencement  of  his  reign,  not  later  than  271  or  272 ;  as 
the  later  denarii  of  Aurelian  are  distinguished  not  only  by 
a  difierence  of  type,  but  by  a  striking  transition  in  style, 
being  executed  with  much  care  and  skill. 

By  whom,  or  under  what  circumstances,  this  hoard  was 
buried  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain,  almost  impossible  ;  for 
Kcliard  tells  us  in  his  History  of  England  that  for  a  period 
of  fifty  years  no  account  is  to  be  found  of  the  afi'airs  of 
Britain  during  the  usurpation  of  the  government  liere  by 
8onie  of  the  thirty  tyrants,  as  Lolianus,  Postumus,  Marius, 
nnd  Tetricus."  But  we  may  conjecture  that  tliis  hoard 
formed  part  of  a  military  chest,  and  ^\as  probably  buried 
nt  the  moment  of  departure  of  a  body  of  troops  from  one 
locality  to  another,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Blackmoor  find, 
wliich  is  described  by  Lord  Selborne  in  the  JVumis?nafic 
Chronicle,  N.  S.,  vol.  xvii.  AVe  know  that  the  troops  of 
Tctricus  were  defeated  and  entirely  dispersed  by  Aurelian 
near  Chalons  in  Champagne,  and  that  the  few  surviving 
troops  fled  across  the  Pi-hine.  Following  the  course  of  this 
river,  they  may  have  continued  their  journey  to  the  sea, 
and  taking  ship  have  crossed  over  to  Britain,  and  landed  on 
tlio  Norfolk  coast ;  and  in  order  to  render  pursuit  more 
difficult,  the  fugitive  troops  may  have  continued  tlieir  flight 
further  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  in  order  that 
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their  treasure  should  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
took  their  usual  precaution  in  such  cases  of  concealing  it 
in  the  ground. 


The  following  specimens  form  part  of  a  cabinet  of  five 
hundred  of  the  above  coins,  arranged  by  Miss  Hogg  for 
Mr.  Mott.  They  are  selected  as  presenting  rarer  reverses 
than  others,  according  to  the  useful  lists  in  Akerman's 
Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Bare  and  Inedited  Roman  Coins. 

GOEDIANUS    (PIUS)  III. 
Olv.    IMP  .  CAES  .  M  .  ANT  .  GORDIANVS  .  AVG  .    Bust  to  left ;  radiated 
cro^wn. 

Rev.  P.M.T.R.P.IT.  cos  .  PP  .  Emperor  to  left,  sacrificing  at 
hghted  tripod,  veiled,  dress  of  flamen;  patera  in  left  hand, 
staff  in  right. 

PHILIP  I. 

Ohv.    IMP  .  pniLiPPVS  .  AVG  .    Eadiated  crown. 
Rev.    AETEiiNiTAS  .  AVGG  .    A  Loy  Seated  on  an  elephant. 
Ohv.    IMP  .  M  .  IVL  ,  pniLiPPVS  .  AVG  .    Padiated  crown. 
Rev,    LIBERALITAS  .  AVGG  .  II  .    Figure  holding  tessera  fumentaria  in 
right  hand,  cornucopia  in  left. 

OTACILIA. 

Ohv.     MAR  .  OTACIL  .  SEVERA  .  AVG  . 

Rev.    rvDiciTiA  .  AVG  .    Pudicitia,  seated,  veil  and  sceptre. 

PHILIP  II. 

Ohv.    M  .  ivx,  .  PHILIPPVS  .  CAES  .    Bust  to  right ;  radiated  crown. 
Rev.    PRiNCiri  .  ivvent  .    Philip,  wearing  cuirass,  standing  to  loft, 
holding  globe  and  reversed  spear;  at  his  feet  ca2)tive  seated. 

TRAJANUS  DECIUS. 

Ohv.     IMP  ,  0  .  M  .  Q  .  TRAIANVS  .  DEGIVS  .  AVG  .      Bust  to  right ; 

radiated  crown. 
Rev.    ADVENTVS  .  AVG  .    Empcror  on  horseback  to  left. 
Ohv.  Same. 

Rev.    PANNONIAE.    Two  women  standing,  holding  ensigns. 


29 


HEEENNIUS  ETRUSCUS. 
Ohv.    Q  .  HER  .  ETR  ,  MES  .  DECivs  .  NOB  .  c .    Iload  to  right ;  radiated 
crown. 

Jkv.    CONCORDIA  ,  AVGG  .    Two  hands  joined. 

ETEUSOILLA. 

Ohv.    HER  .  ETRVSCILLA  .  AVG  .    Head  to  right,  out  of  crescent. 
Jiev.    IVNO  .  REGINA  .    Juno  standing  ;  bird  at  feet. 
Ohv.  Same. 

Ilev.    FECVNDITAS  .  AVGG  .   Femalo  figure  standing,  with  cornucopia ; 
child  at  her  side. 

TREBONIANUS  GALLUS. 

Obv.    IMP  .  c  .  c  .  VIE  .  TREE  ,  GALLVS  .  P  .  F  .  AVG  .    Head  to  right ; 

radiated  crown. 
Hev.    ADVENTVS  .  AVG  .    Emporor  on  horseback,  to  left. 
Ohv,  Same. 

Piev.    PAX  .  AETERNA  .    Peace  standing. 
Ohv,  Same. 

Hev.    PROVIDENTIA  .  AVGG  .    Providcnco  standing. 

YOLUSIANUS. 

OlfV.    IMP  .  c  .  c  .  VIE  .  VOLVSIANVS  .  AVG  .    Ilcad  to  left ;  radiated 
crown. 

Ilev.    FELiciTAS  .  PVBL  .    Woman  standing,  holding  caducous  and 
cornucopia. 

iEMILIANUS. 

Oil'.   IMP  .  AEMILIANVS  .  Pivs  .  EEL  .  AVG  .    Head  to  right ;  radiated 
crown. 

Kev.    APOL  .  CONSERVAT  .      Apollo   standing  nude,  holding  olive 

branch,  left  hand  on  lyre. 
Ohv.  Same. 

Jin'.    lovi  .  CONSERVAT  .    Jupiter  and  the  emporor. 

VALERIAN. 

Ohv.    IMP  .  C  .  P  .  Lie  .  VALERIANVS  .P.P.  AVG  .     Head  to  right ; 
radiated  crown. 

litv,   APOLLiNi  .  CONSERVA  .    Apollo,  nudo^  standing,  holding  oliyo 

branch  and  lyre. 
Ohv.  Sumo. 
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Rev.    APOLINI  .  PEOPVG  .    Apollo  standing,  fitting  an  arrow  to  hia 

bow. 
Ohv.  Same. 

Rev.    LIBERALITAS  .  AVGG  .    Liberality,  seated. 

Another  Rev.    Liberality,  standing. 
Ohv.  Same. 

Rev.    ORIENS  .  AVGG  .    The  sun,  standing. 

Ohv.     IMP  .  VALERIANVS  ,  PITS  .  AVG  . 

Rev.    GALLIENVS  .  OVM  .  EXERC  .  SVG  .    Statuo  of  Jupitor-Victor  on 
cippus,  on  which  is  inscribed  lovi  .  victori  . 

Ohv.  IMP  .  VALERIANVS  .  AVG  . 

Rev.  SECVRIT  .  PERPET  .    Security,  leaning  on  a  column. 

Ohv.  IMP  .  VALERIANVS  .  P  .  AVG  . 

Rev.  TEMPORVM  .  FELiciTAS  .    Felicity,  standing. 

Ohv.     IMP  .  C  .  P  .  Lie  .  VALERIANVS  .  P  .  F  .  AVG  . 

Rev.    VOTA  .  ORRIS  .    Two  Victories ;  a  buckler  suspended  from  a 

tree,  inscribed  s  .  G  , 
Ohv.     VALERIANVS  .  P  .  F  .  AVG  . 
Rev.    ORIENS  .  AVGG  .    The  sun,  running. 

Another  Rev.    The  sun,  standing. 


GALLIENUS. 

Ohv.    IMP  .  c  .  P  .  Lie  .  GALLIENVS  .  AVG  .    Head  to  right ;  radiated 
crown. 

Rev.    CONCORDIA  .  [exer]cit  .    Concord,  standing. 

Ohv.     GALLIENVS  .  P  .  F  .  AVG  . 

Rev.    DEO  .  MARTI  .    Statuo  of  Mars  within  a  temple. 

Ohv.     IMP  .  GALLIENVS  .  AVG  . 

Rev.  lOVi  .  STATORI  .    Jupitor-Stator,  standing. 

Ohv.  GALLIENVS  .  AVG  .    Bust  with  cuirass. 

Rev.  LEG  .  Iili  .  FL  .  VI  .  P  .  VI  .  F  .    A  lion. 

Ohv.  Same. 

Rev.  LiBERO  .  CONS  .  AVG  .    A  panther,  in  exergue  B. 

Ohv.  Same. 

Rev.  MARTI .  PROPVGNAT  .    Mars  and  a  captive. 

Ohv.     GALLIENVS  .  P  .  F  .  AVG  . 

Rev.    p  .  M  .  TR  .  P  .  VII .  COS  .  nil  .    Mars,  marching,  with  trophy 
and  spear. 

Ohv.    IMP  .  GALLIENVS  .  AVG  .    Bust  to  right ;  radiated  crown. 
Rev.    RESTITVTOR  .  GALLiARVM  .    Tho  omperor,  raising  up  a  woman. 
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01>V.  mv  .  GALLIENVS  .  P  .  F  .  AVG  . 

IlfV.  BVE3  .  PVBLICA  .  IIopo. 

Obc.  G.\LLIENYS  .  AVG  . 

/.Vr.  VICT  .  GAL  .  AVG  .    Three  Victories,  standing.     In  exergue  v. 
SALONINUS. 

Oho.  VALERTANVS  .  CAES  .    Head  to  right ;  radiated  crown. 

Ittv.  lovi  .  ciiESOENTi  .    Tho  infant  Jupiter,  riding  on  a  goat. 

(H>C.     P  .  LIO  .  VALEllIANVS  .  CAES  . 

/iVc.    Same,  the  child  much  smaller. 

Oic.     SAL  .  VALERIANVS  .  AVG  . 

lUc.    rRi[NC  .  ivvENTVTis  ,]    Figure  standing  to  left. 

Olv.    DIVO  .  CAES  .  VALERIANO  . 

Hcv.    coNSECRATio.    Lighted  altar. 
(fhv.  Same. 

lifv.   CONSECRATIO.    Saloninus  borne  on  an  eagle  in  flight. 

SALONINA. 

Obv.    SALONINA  .  AVG  .    Bust  to  right,  wearing  diadem,  a  crescent 

behind  the  shoulders. 
Urt.   DEAE  .  SEGETIAE  .    Statue  of  goddess  Segetia  within  a  temple. 
Ohv.  Same. 

liev.    FELiciTAS  .  PVBLICA  .    FcHcity  seated. 
Obv.  Same. 

Jlfv.   PiETAS  .  AVGG  .    Piety,  seated,  and  two  children. 

Olv.     CORN  .  SALONINA  .  AVG  . 

JUv.    CONCORDIA  .  AVGG  .    Gallienus  and  Sulonina,  standing,  hands 
j  oined. 

LAELIANUS. 

(fl^\    mT  .  c  .  LAELIANVS  .P.P.  AVG  .     Ilead  to  right ;  radiated 
crown. 

liev.    VICTORIA  .  AVGG  .   Victory,  marching  to  right,  holding  palm 
branch  and  garland.    (Three  specimens). 

VICTOEINUS. 

Ohv.   IMP  .  c  .  viCTORiNV^s  .P.P.  AVG  .    Head  to  right ;  radiated 
crown. 

liev.   INVICTUS.    The  sun  ;  star  in  field. 
Obv.  Same. 

Jkv,   6ALVS  .  AVG  .   Hygeia  to  left,  with  patera  and  serpent. 
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MAEIUS. 

Ohv.    IMP  .  c  .  MARivs  .  p  .  F  .  AVGG  .    Bust  to  right ;  radiated  crowTi. 
Rev.    cONCOaDiA  .  MILTT  .    Two  hands  joined. 
Ohv.  Same. 

Rev.    SAEC  .  FELICITAS  .    Felicity,  standing. 
Olv.     IMP  .  C  .  M  .  AYR  .  MABIVS  .  AVQ  . 

Rev.    viRTVS  .  AVQ  .    Soldier  standing  to  left;  right  hand  on  shield; 

spear  in  left. 
Ohv.  Same. 

Rev.    VICTORIA  .  AVG  .    Victory  standing  to  left,  holding  palm  and 

garland. 
Ohv.  Same. 

Rev.    Same ;  Victory  marching  to  left. 
Ohv.  Same. 

Rev.    Same ;  Victoi^,  with  radiated  head,  without  wings,  holding 
palm  and  garland. 

QUIETUS. 

Ohv.    liiP  .  0  .  FVL  .  QVIETVS  .P.P.  AVG  .    Bust  to  right ;  radiated 
crown. 

Rev.    AEQVTA3  .  (sic)  AVGG  .    Equity,  standing ;  star  in  field. 

CLAUDIUS  GOTEICUS. 

Ohv.    IMP  .  c  .  CLAVDivs  .  AVG  .    Head  to  right ;  radiated  crown. 
Rev.    MARS  .  VLTOR  .    Mars,  standing  to  right,  trophy  and  lance. 
(Large  brass). 

QUINTILLUS. 

Ohv.    IMP  .  QVINTILLVS  .    Bust  to  right ;  radiated  crown. 
Rev.    apolli[ni  .  AVG  .]    ApoUo,  standing. 


(J IjnnttI  of  futrgli  Cljiircji,  near  S^ijfsjjaiii 


BY  THE  LATE  SIR  GEORGE  GILBERT  SCOTT,  R.A.,  F.S.A., 

COMMUNICATF.D  BY 

THE  EEV.  E.  T.  YATES,  M.A. 


A  FEW  years  ago  a  member  of  our  Committee  promised 
our  Society  a  Paper  on  Burgh-next- Aylsliam,  and  its 
ancient  and  interesting  cliurcli  and  chancel.  Ilis  declining 
health  and  lamented  death  have  prevented  the  fulfilment 
of  his  wish.^ 

The  chancel  having  been  in  course  of  restoration  under 
tho  superintendence  of  Mr.  Phipson,  and  after  designs 
supplied  by  Sir  Gilbert  Scott,  I  venture  to  embody  some 
remarks  of  the  latter  eminent  architect  in  a  short  paper, 
which  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  notice. 

So  interested  was  Sir  Gilbert  in  this  almost  unique 
«I)ccimen  (for  Norfolk)  of  Early  English  architecture  that 
ho  twice  visited  our  out  of  the  way  village  in  order  to 
niuke  himself  acquainted  with  its  various  beautiful  details. 
His  letter  to  me  says  : — 

"  The  chancel  is  one  of  peculiar  beauty  and  interest,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  one  of  which  it  is  peculiarly  difficult  to 
conjecture  the  original  form  and  extent. 

The  southern  side  consists,  on  its  upper  and  principal 

•  The  Rev.  Jcunes  Bulwor,  died  1879, 
VOL.   IX.]  D 
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level,  of  a  continuous  range  of  beautiful  and  similar  lancet 
lights,  arched  within,  and  absolutely  simple  without.  Its 
lower  stage  consists  of  a  continuous  arcade  standing  upon  a 
stone  seat.  Both  stages  are  of  admirable  design  and  beauti- 
ful detail.  On  the  opposite  or  north  side  of  the  chancel 
the  design,  though  at  perfect  unity  with  the  south  side, 
is,  from  its  circumstances  somewhat  different.  Here  the 
continuous  range  of  windows  could  not.  exist,  inasmucli 
as  there  was  a  side  chapel  running  alongside  of  the  chancel. 
This  chapel  was  entered  from  the  chancel  by  a  beautiful 
arch,  breaking  through  the  lower  range  of  arcading  about 
the  middle  of  the  present  chancel  wall.  "Westward  of  this 
arch  there  remain  no  ancient  windows — one  of  at  least  two 
centuries  later  than  the  date  of  the  building  has  been 
inserted — but  eastward  of  the  arch  the  arcading  of  the 
windows  appears  again  as  on  the  opposite  side ;  but  the  two 
remaining  arches  being  alongside  of  the  chapel  are  blank. 
Eastward  of  these,  and  of  the  chapel,  the  chancel  still 
continued,  though  now  destroyed.  There  is  a  single  jamb 
partly  embedded  in  the  present  comparatively  modern  east 
wall,  which,  shewing  slightly  both  within  and  without, 
proves  that  windows  similar  to  those  on  the  opposite  or 
south  side  here  recommenced. 

''The  stone  seat  and  lower  arcading  run  through  the  north 
as  through  the  length  of  the  south  wall,  excepting  only  where 
they  are  intercepted  by  the  arch  leading  into  the  chapel, 
now  destroyed. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  fact  that  the  chancel, 
at  one  time  in  all  probability  a  church  in  itself,  extended 
further  to  the  eastward  than  it  does  now,  as  well  as  further 
to  the  westward,  as  the  remains  of  the  arches  of  the  ar- 
cading on  both  sides  fully  prove ;  though  whatever  extension 
it  had  in  that  direction  is  now  cut  off  by  the  later  nave, 
built  more  than  two  hundred  years  after  the  original 
structure. 
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**  The  chancel,  as  it  now  stands,  was  consequently  of 
indefinite  extension  either  Avay,  being  in  fact  a  mere  frustum 
cut  out  of  a  building  whose  original  length  is  unknown. 
It  is  even  unknown  whether  what  exists,  with  its  extensions 
cast  and  west,  was  a  mere  chancel  or  an  entire  church,  with 
a  side  chapel,  perhaps  becoming  more  to  the  west  an  aisle, 
on  its  northern  flank. 

"To  speculate  on  its  length  towards  the  west  would 
probablj^  be  fruitless,  and  to  recover  that  length  would  be 
mireasonable,  for  a  good  nave  of  later  date  (about  1400), 
but  of  pleasing  design,  now  adjoins  the  chancel  in  that 
direction. 

"  Eastward,  however,  the  question  is  neither  hopeless  nor 
unreasonable,  though  it  is  a  fairly  open  one  whether  an 
investigation  should  be  merely  speculative,  or  its  results 
practically  entertained.  My  consideration  of  the  subject 
leads  me  to  think  it  probable  that  there  existed  on  either 
Bido  two  more  lancet  windows,  eastward  of  those  at  present 
remaining.  My  reason  is  this:  where  the  chancel  is  now 
cut  off  by  the  east  wall,  we  have  a  shaft  of  the  upper 
and  of  the  lower  arcades  on  either  side,  nearly  one  over 
the  other ;  but  the  widths  of  the  upper  and  of  tlie  lower 
arcades  are  such  that,  roughly  speaking,  tico  of  one  cor- 
respond (about)  with  three  of  the  other,  and  if  there  was 
but  one  extra  window  (and  we  know  that  there  was  at  least 
one)  there  would  be  room  for  one  only  of  the  arches  below, 
with  a  blank  space  beyond  it.  If  there  were  three  extra 
windows,  there  would  be  room  for  four  additional  arches 
below,  with  a  blank  space  beyond  ;  but  if  there  were  two 
extra  windows,  there  would  be  space  for  three  additional 
arches  without  a  waste  space  beyond.  I  hold,  therefore, 
that  there  were  either  two  or  four  more  windows  on  either 
side,  and,  taking  the  more  moderate  view,  I  incline  to  two. 
The  extension  of  the  foundations  beyond  the  east  wall  is 
indefinite,  but  docs  not  militate  against  this  view. 

1)  2  ■ 
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"I  will  add,"  continues  Sir  Gilbert,  after  offering  various 
suggestions  for  tlie  restoration,  "  that  the  architecture  of 
the  chancel  and  of  the  arch  into  the  former  side  chapel  is 

of  the  fined  character,  and  of  a  date  not  very  abundant  ^ 

in  the  remains  of  its  productions.    It  is  neither  Transitional  |' 

nor  developed  Early  English,  but  of  an  intermediate  stage  I 

between  the  two.     It  unites  the  square  abacus,  the  type  of  | 

one  style,  with  the  round  abacus,  the  type  of  the  other.  ^ 

It  is  probably  of  the  same  date  with  the  work  of  St.  Iliigli  j 

at  Lincoln,  dating  about  1200.    The  reof  is  probably  of  tlio  ■ 

same  date  as  the  nave."  f 

i 

I  will  not  add  any  suggestions  of  my  own  to  this  short  i 
and  interesting  sketch  of  Sir  Gr.  G.  Scott,  which  the  absence 

of  all  traces  of   sedilia  and  piscina,  the  raising  the  floor  | 

by  nearly  two  feet,  the  lepers'  window  in  the  lower  arcading  | 

of  the  south  wall,  and  other  minor  points,  might  tempt  mo  \ 

to  indulge  in,  only  trusting  that  at  some  future  time  further  I 

light  may  be  thrown  upon  the  subject,  when  materials  now  ! 

locked  up  may  be  at  our  disposal.  1 


%  ^xixmtn^i  of  iht  llcgistcr  of  tijc 
IJarisIj  of  fi«r0lj. 

COMMUNICATED  BY 

THE    REV.    E.    T.    YATES,  M.A. 


[Note.— It  has  been  thouglit  best  to  give  the  transcript  of  this 
Register  ill  extenso,  rather  than  to  make  extracts  only.  Four 
marriages  appear  to  have  been  celebrated  in  the  parish  in  the  year 
l*»6.5,  but  the  entries  are  so  much  obliterated  that  nothing  can  be 
nmdo  of  them. 

Tho  Register  appears  to  shew — what  Blomofield's  account  of  the 
|varish  loaves  us  to  infer — that  there  was  no  gentleman's  house  in 
tho  j)liico  during  tho  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries. 

A  few  notes  are  ai)pended,  which  will  hardly  be  thought  super- 
fluous.— A.  J.] 

Eegistrum  de  Eorrugli  juxta  Aylsham. 

Baptiz.  matrimon.  solemniz.  et  sepult. 
incipit  Anno  Dni  1563  Eliz.  5. 

Inprimis  Gulielmus  Tylles  filius  Gulielmi  Tylles  Baptiz. 
decimo  Mali. 

Maria  Bo^yer  filia  Rowhindi  Bower  Baptiz.  decimo  Jimii. 
Thomasin  Yemes  filia  TYalteri  Y'emes   Baptiz.  Vicesimo 
Beptemb. 

^fargreta  filia  Johis  Croskill  Baptiz.  sexto  Octob. 
(julielmiis  filius  Gulielmi  Starling  Baptiz.  tertio  Januarii. 
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Ano  Dfii  1564  Eliz.  6. 

Elizabetlia  filia  Johis  Algate  Baptiz.  decimo  Maii. 
Thomas  servus  magtri  Windham  sepult.  vicesimo  sexto  Jimii. 
IleiiricusfiliusHenrici  Cocker  Baptiz.  decimo  quinto  februarii. 
Susanna  filia  Jacobi  Hawe  Baptiz.  vicesimo  quinto  Martii. 
Thomas  filius  Briggs  Baptiz.  vicesimo  Januarii. 

Ano  Dni  1565  Eliz.  7. 
 [obliterated.] 

Gregorius  et  Mariana  Docket  nupti  decimo  sexto 

Augusti. 

Elizabetha   filia  Walteri  Gemes   Baptiz.  vicesimo  quarto 
decemb. 

—  Gedge  et  Jone  Gamblin  nupti  decimo  quinto  februar. 

—  Alison  et  Bosa  Alison  filius  et  filia  Alicie  Stubb  baptiz. 

decimo  septimo  februarii. 

Ano  Dhi  1566  Eliz.  8. 
Christoferus  filius  Gulielmi  Tylles  Baptiz.  decimo  quinto 
April. 

Anna  filia  Gregorii  Newland  Baptiz.  vicesimo  April. 
Alicia  filia  Johannis  Colles  Baptiz.  quarto  Maii. 
Margreta  filia  Thome  Bellone  Baptiz.  vicesimo  tertio  Junii. 
Bichardus  filius  Gulielmi  Croskill  baptiz.  vicesimo  primo 
Septemb. 

Simon  filius  Gulielmi  Starling  baptiz.  sexto  Octob. 
Gulielmus  filius  Henrici  Cocker  Baptiz.  vicesimo  tertio  Novcb. 
Edmundus  filius  Eichardi  Thomson  Baptiz.  decimo  septimo 
Decemb. 

"Walterus  filius  Johis  Algate  Baptiz.  nono  Martii. 

Margreta  Hawge  serva  Waltero  Gemes  sepult.  vicesimo 

secudo  Decemb. 
Elizabetha  uxor  J ohis  Algate  sepult  primo  Martii. 
Maria  Amis  filia  Agnetis  matris  sue  Baptiz.  decimo  quinto 

februar.  . 
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AFio  Dni  15G7  Eliz.  9. 
ireiiricus  Empson  et  Alicia  Ilowse  nupti  erant  vicesimo  Jiilii. 
^Inria  Cooke  sepult  tricesimo  Martii  Alio  dni  1568. 

Ano  Dili  1568  Eliz.  10. 

Wnlterus  Croskill  filiiis  Jollis  Croskill  baptiz.  vicesimo  Aprilis. 
Jolies  filiiis  Jacobi  Homes  Baptiz.  quaxto  Decemb. 
Johcs  filius  Gulielmi  Gregoryes  Baptiz.  vicesimo  Januar. 
Johes  filius  J acobi  Homes  sepult  vicesimo  tertio  Decemb. 
Cuturina  uxor  Joliis  Gamblin  sepult  quarto  Martii. 

Ano  Dni  1569  Eliz.  11. 
^^arg;reta  filia  Johis  CoUes  baptiz.  dccimo  quinto  Julii. 
Uichardus   filius  Frauncisci  Yalentine  Baptiz.  duodecimo 
Decemb. 

Johcs  filius  Jacobi  Homes  Baptiz.  vicesimo  sccundo  Februar. 
Georgius  Dalye  sepult  vicesimo  sexto  Julii. 
Jolies  filins  Gulielmi  Tjdles  sepultus  septimo  Augusti. 
Johcs  Tjdles  ^  clericus  sepultus  vicesimo  secundo  Februar. 

Ano  Dfii  1570  Eliz.  12. 

Guliclraus  filius  Roberti  Hopar  Baptiz.  tertio  Junii. 
Johes  Laiigwood  sepult  decimo  quarto  Junii. 
Ilobertus   filius   Gulielmi  Tylles   Baptiz.  decimo  septimo 
Novemb. 

Alicia  Amis  filia  Agnetis  matris  sue  Baptiz.  duodecimo 
februarii. 

Ano  Dni  1571  Eliz.  13. 

Ame  filia  Johis  Colics  Baptiz.  octavo  Aprilis. 
Johes  Gamblin  et  Alicia  Clerk  nupti  erant  vicesimo  secundo 
Aprilis. 

'  [No  mention  of  any  such  cler^man  occurs  in  Blomefield.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  he  may  have  been  one  of  the  many  clergy  ejected  from  the 
monasteries  by  Henry  VIII.,  or  one  of  the  chantry  priests  expelled  by 
Edward  VI.] 
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Clemens  filius  Jotiis  Croskill  Baptiz.  vicesimo  quarto  Aprilis. 
Joties  et  Joana  filius  et  filia  Joliis  Gamlin  sepult  vicesimo 

secundo  Januar. 
Joana  filia  Alicie  Penitone  Baptiz.  decimo  februarii  et  sexto. 
Matilda  Write  sepult  decimo  quinto  februarij. 
Ellena  Woodrow  sepult  vicesimo  quarto  Januarii. 

Afio  Dni  1572  Eliz.  14. 

Gulielmus  filius  Gulielmi  Croskill  baptiz  Junii. 

]\Iaria  filia  Itoberti  Hopar  sepult  dec  

Johes  Aylmor  Baptiz.  vicesimo  .... 

Robertus  Stibbard  et  Margeria  Gamlin  .  .  .  vicesimo  Julii. 
Gulielmus  Chaplin  et  Cicilia  Eiehes  nupti  ....  septimo 
Novemb. 

Gulielmus  Chaplin  sepultus  quinto  .... 
Gtdielmus  filius  Jacobi  Homes  baptiz.  vicesimo  Januarii. 
Idem  Gulielmus  sepult  vicesimo  primo  Januarii. 
Gulielmus  filius  Valentini  Francis  baptiz.  vicesimo  primo 
Februar. 

Ano  Dni  1573  Eliz.  15. 

Gulielmus  filius  Johannis  Gamblin  baptiz.  secundo  Junii. 
Gulielmus  filius  Johannis  Colics  Baptiz.  primo  Novemb. 
Alexander  filius  Jacobi  Homes  baptiz.  octavo  Martii. 

Ano  Dni  1574  Eliz.  16. 

Margeria  filia  Hoberti  Ropar  Baptiz.  tertio  IMaii. 
Alicia  filia  Johannis  Umphrye  baptiz.  decimo  Maii. 
Alicia  Stibbard  sepult  primo  Jylartii. 

Ano  Dili  1575  Eliz.  17. 

Margreta  filia  Thome  Smith  Baptiz.  decimo  tertio  Novemb. 
Edmundus  Bonne  et  Elizabetha  Ilarwood  nupti  decimo  tertio 
Februarii.  , 
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IJobcrtus  filius  Johannis  CoUes  Baptiz.  sexto  decimo  Febriiarii. 
David  filius  Gulielmi  Tylles  Baptiz.  quarto  Martii. 

Ano  Dni  1576  Eliz.  18. 

Jotics  Staferton  et  Jana  Eliston  nupti  sexto  Mali. 
Uobcrtus  Hopar  sepult  tricesimo  primo  Octob. 
Ah'cia  filia  Johis  Gamblin  Baptiz.  sexto  Julii. 
Galfridus   filius   Hicbardi  Hall   Baptiz.    tricesimo  primo 
Augusti. 

Oulielmus  filius  ITenrici  Croskill  Baptiz.  tricesimo  primo 
Augusti. 

^Fargcria  lilia  Jobis  Umpbrye  Baptiz.  vicesimo  sexto  Decemb. 
Maria  filia  Jacobi  Homes  Baptiz.  primo  jMartii. 

Ano  Dni  1577  Eliz.  19. 
Alicia  Umpbrye  sepult  secundo  Junii. 

liicbardus  filius  Roberti  Brickman  Baptiz.  quarto  Augusti. 
Thomasin  Marion  filia  Marion  matris  sue  Bapt.  xiij"  Februarii. 

Alio  Dni  1578  Eliz.  20. 

^Fargcria  filia  ITenrici  Croskill  baptiz.  Aacesimo  Januarii. 
Klizabetlia  filia  Jotiis  Colles  Baptiz.  quinto  Martii. 
—  filia  Valentiiii  Frances  Baptiz.  duodecimo  Martii. 
Alicia  filia  Leoiiardi  Palmer  Baptiz.  vicesimo  iii''  Aprilis. 
Nicbolaus  Park  et  Elizabetba  Croskill  nupti  ....  Maii. 
Robtus  Trowse  et  J oafi  Stevnson  nupti  vicesimo  octavo  Octob. 
[After  this  date  Mr.'  Yates  gives  us  only  extracts.] 

Ano  Dili  1579  Eliz.  21. 

Ilichas  filius  Pobti  Brickna  sepult  x°  Aug. 
Agnes  Bricknam  uxor  predicti  Pobti  sepult  ii''°  Novemb. 
Frannces  filia  Pobti  Bricknam  sepult  nono  Februarii. 
Johes  filius  Pobti  Bricknam  sepult  xii'"°  februarii. 
Ellena  fillia  Pobti  Bricknam  xv*'  februarii. 
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1584. 

Anna  filia  Rictii  Crofts  generosi  baptiz.^ 

1586. 

Richus  filius  Georgii  Bell  cleiici  baptiz.  25°  Octob."* 

1587. 

Gulielmus  Jones  nullius  fillius  baptiz.  decimo  Julii. 

1588. 

Georgius   et   Edwardus  filii  Joliis   Umpbrye  baptiz.  15° 
Scptemb. 

Guliehnus  Margetson  nullius  filius  sepult  23°  Februarii. 

1589. 

Joties  Bell  filius  Georgii  Baptiz.  15°  Junii. 

Test^  Georgius  Bell  cler.  et  Bobt.  Brevyter  et  Joliannes  Coles. 

[Three  weddings  this  year.] 

Wibrowe  Burton  filia  Johis  baptiz.  prime  Martii. 

1590. 

[Three  weddings  this  year.] 

1591. 

Bichus  Breviter  filius  Bobti  junioris  Baptiz.  27°  Scptemb. 

1592. 

Marcus  Bell  filius  Georgii  Baptiz.  25°  Aprilis. 
[Two  weddings  this  year.] 

1595. 

Thomas  Tylles  et  Grace  Burges  nupti  22°  Julii. 
Jacobus  Bell  filius  Georgii  Baptiz.  17°  August. 

1597. 

Edwardus  Fishooke  filius  Thorn  Baptiz.  22°  Januarii. 
[About  June  or  July  a  change  of  hand.] 

3  [Prolmbly  of  the  family  of  Crofts  of  Fclmingham.] 
*  [Presented  to  Burgh,  as  suecessor  to  Green,  1583.] 
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1599. 

Katerina  Fishweake  Baptiz.  20  Februarii. 

Test'  George  Bell  cler.  Eobt.  Stubbert  et  

Anno  Dfii  1603  et  primo  Begis  Jacobi  S^^^ 
William  Gant  drowned  in  the  ryver  of  Borough  and 
Aylsbam,  was  taken  up  on  south  syde  of  the  ryver 
bctwext  y^  mylne  and  y^  weares  next  Bramton  halle  & 
was  buryed  in  Borough  church  yeard  ye  first  day  of 
March. 

1606. 

Honor  Umfra  baptiz.  27  Novebris. 

1610  /8,  i.e.,  Jacobi. 
liOva  Ilowlett  baptiz.  10  Die  Junii. 

1612. 

Johannes  Bell  et  Pleasance  Beales  nupti  27  die  Aprilis. 
Fayth  Homes  sepult  8  Februarii, 

1613. 

Richardus  Bell  et  Margreta  Ilargraves  nupti  19  Julii. 

1616. 

Tliomas  ITalet  sonne  of  James  Ilalet  sepidt  21  Maii. 
ITcnricus  Lubbock  et  Dorithe  Coatcs  nuj^ti  25  Septeb. 

1617. 

Snrai  Ash  well  filia  Fracisci  Ash  well  baptiz.  16  Aprilis. 
Esai  Smith  sepult  12  Maij. 

1619. 

Samvell  Ashwell  filius  Francisci  Ashwell  baptiz.  5  Aprilis. 
Thomas  Browne  et  Elyzabeth  Boult  nupti  9  Augusti. 
Anne  Bell  y^  wyffe  of  George  Bell  cler,  sepult  31  Augusti. 
James  Bell  et  Elizabeth  Ilargraves  nupti  27  Septeber. 

6  [It  looks  as  if  tho  worthy  parson  desired  to  make  it  plain  that  he  knew 
King  James  was  James  the  Sixth  of  Scotland ;  unless  indeed  the  ahbrcviation 
stands  for  Scoticc.'] 
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1G20. 

Jhon  Hyclieson  &  Tcperance  Parke  was  maried  lo  day 
Jaimarj^ 

1621. 

Thomas  Browne  was  buried  y^  xxi^^  day  of  March. 

Jhon  Bell  son  of  Jhon  Bell  was  baptised  y^  31  da  of  Deccber. 

1622. 

George  Bell  Clarke  &  Dorithe  Kynge  was  maryed  20"'  day 
March. 

1623. 

George  Bell  sonne  of  James  Bell  was  baptised  first  of  ^lay. 

1624. 

Laurac  Burre  sorie  of  Robert  was  baptised  xiii  of  March. 

Anno  dni  1625  Anno  Charles  primo. 

[Fresh  hand.]    George  Bell  i^ic)  minister  of  this 

parishe  was  buried  the  30  of  August. 
Henry  Saers  was  buried  the  xx  day  of  March. 

1626. 

Thomas  Bell  sonne  of  James  Bell  was  baptised  the  xxvj  of 
March. 

John  Bur  sonne  of  Robert  Bur  baptised  the  xxvj  of  No- 
vember. 

Tliomasin  Bealer  servant  to  John  Tyles  buried  the  22  of 
March. 

Ursula  Jjcedes  daughter  to  William  Tjcedcs,  clcricus,  bap- 
tized the  xii  of  Jul3^ 

1628. 

John  Grime  and  Ellen  Burr  were  maryed  the  xviij  day  of 
August. 

Francis  Ilousegoe  sonne  of  Edmund  Ilousegoe  Baptized  the 
xvj  day  of  February. 
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1629. 

M'.  Phelipp  Mollin  and  M''^  Martha  Leedes  were  married 

tlie  xxvij  day  of  August. 
Dorothie  Lecdes  daughter  of  William  Leedes,  cler,  baptised 

the  yiij  Januarie. 

1630. 

Wilh'am  Gurney  and  Blithe  Ilarrold  were  married  the  xxvij 
day  of  Sept. 

James  Bell  sonne  of  James  Bell  Baptized  the  3  day  of 
Jecember. 

1631. 

M".  Ursula  Leedes  widd.  buried  the  xv  day  of  February. 

1632. 

Thomas  Bullin  and  Fazly  Parnell  were  maried  the  xv  of  May. 
Ampliilis  Gambling  daughter  of  William  Gambling  buried 
the  xxiiij  of  Januar. 

1633. 

George  Leedes  sonne  of  William  Leedes,  clericus,  Baptized 
the  XV  day  of  April. 

1635. 

Thomas  Hilton  sonne  of  Ilumphrie  Hilton  and  Margrctt  his 

wife  Baptized  the  tirst  day  of  May. 
This  year  is  signed,  William  Leedes  Beet,  ibidem. 

Themarkeof  x  James  Bell  churchwarden. 

1636. 

f  William  Leedes  ^^^^^^  daughter  of  William  Leedes, 
(  Katerine  Leedes  ° 

cler,  and  Ursula  his  wife  Baptised  the  xvii  day  of 

October. 

1638. 

William  Leedes  Bachelour  of  Arts  in  y'  University  of  Cam- 
bridge haveing  been  Rector  of  Burgh  juxta  Aylesham 
thirteene  yeares  and  three  moneths  was  buried  in  y^ 
chancell  of  Burgh  November  the  sixteenth  day,  1638. 
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Procstitit  officiiim  tibi  quod  (doctissime  Lcede) 
Consortique  tiice  Gillus  milii  prtcstet  et  alter. 

Neth.  Gil. 
Pedissequae  Gillana3 
Te  successorem  moneo  neminisse  relictum 
Ub  successorem  vis  neminisse  tuam. 

Netb  Gil 
pr.  Ar. 

Netbanel  GiP  M^  of  Arts  of  Trin.  Coll.  in  Oxon.  1628 
&  cbaplaine  to  ye  right  Ho^'^^  ye  Lady  Elisabeth  Cooke  1635 
was  by  her  Honours  free  donation  admitted  Hector  of 
Burgh  juxta  Aylesham  december  y*^  first  day  A°. 
domini  1638  Pegis  Caroli  14.  Episcopatus  Pich.  Mountaguel". 
^tatis  succ  32. 

^  [I  conjecture  him  to  have  been  the  son  of  Alexander  GUI,  who,  after  hcing 
settled  in  Norwich  in  1597,  became  in  1G08  Head  Master  of  St.  Paul's  School 
(London),  and  who  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  pedagogues  of  his  time, 
lie  had  a  son  Alexander,  who  was  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  and  who  for  his 
intemperate  language  in  the  Common  Itoom  tlierc  got  into  very  serious 
trouble  in  1628,  and  was  in  great  danger  of  losing  his  ears;  indeed,  he  was 
only  saved  from  having  the  sentence  carried  out  b)^  the  regard  which  Chailes  I. 
entertained  for  his  father.  The  old  man  died  at  his  post  in  1635,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Alexander,  wlio  was  a  man  of  learning,  and  with  a  high 
reputation  as  a  scholar.  Nathaniel  Gill  of  tlio  Burgh  Eegister  was  ev  idently 
a  man  of  very  exceptional  cultiu'e  and  scholarly  taste,  and  his  being  a  member 
of  Trin.  Coll.,  Oxon,  seems  to  point  to  the  relationship  indicated  above.  lie 
has  given  us  so  much  of  his  biography  in  the  Parish  Picgister  itself  tliat  very 
little  comment  is  required.  lie  was  presented  to  the  living  of  Burgh  in 
1638  ;  two  years  afterwards,  viz.,  6th  November,  1640,  the  "  Grand  Com- 
mittee for  Eeligion  "  was  established,  and  on  the  19th  of  tho  following  month 
the  work  of  persecution  began.  It  was  not,  however,  till  April,  1643,  that 
the  Ordinance  for  sequestering  the  estates  of  "  Delinquents '"  was  passed, 
and  Mr.  Gill  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  victims.  lie  was  fortunate 
enough  to  be  possessed  of  some  landed  property  however :  hence  he  calls 
himself  not  only  "  presbyter,"  but  "armiger"  and  O'lrXdipoooi;  (!),  and  when 
the  spoilers  came  he  submitted  to  be  robbed,  but  clung  to  his  cm-e,  and  con- 
tinued to  discharge  his  clerical  duties.  He  must  have  been  a  brave  and 
determined  man,  and,  more  than  that,  he  must  have  had  the  strong  regard 
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1639. 

llounser  ITarling  was  buried  Jan.  S,  1639. 

1640. 

ITenry  ye  sonne  of  Neth.  Gil,  Eector,  &  Mary  his  wife  bapt. 
Mail  5, 

liascborne,  y^  bastard  cbild  of  y^  whore  Parnell  Reade  bap- 
tised Jan.  y^  first  1640.  Baseborne  Heade  was  buried 
Jan.  y^  6,  1640. 

1641. 

^Fary-Elizabetb  daughter  of  Nethaniel  Gil  and  Mary  his 
wiffe  was  baptized  ye  20^^^  of  May. 

1642. 

Franciscus  filius  Neth.  Gil  et  Maria)  aqua  tinctus  Octob.  6. 
Franciscus  filius  Ilobti  Jeekes  et  Katharincc  hydrobapts. 
Octob.  9. 

Robt.  Forman  et  Susanna  Gamblin  concarnati  JSTov.  27,  1642. 
Guliclmus  Gamblin  vermibus  esca  datus  dec.  penultima  die. 
Maria-Elisabetha  filia  Neth.  Gil,  Ilectoris,  Martii  12°  placide 

in  Domino  obdormivit  non  sine  certa  spe  glorios^e  resurec- 

tioiiis. 

1643. 

Pnrnella  Reade  terra  obruta  Junii  8. 

Tlichardiis  filius  Jacobi  Kendall  christianatus  Junii  11° 

and  affection  of  his  peoj^lc,  for  in  the  Register,  -s\'hieh  he  appears  to  have 
retiiincd  in  his  own  possession  during  the  whole  of  his  incumbency,  he  sets 
down  with  a  grim  sort  of  pride  that  he  baptized  children  with  the  sign  of  the 
cross,  married  people  with  the  ring,  and  buried  them  contrary  to  the 
"Directory  Indirectorie,"  (!)  and  according  to  the  Prayer-book  more  meo." 
After  persisting  in  this  course  for  eight  years,  we  may  conjecture  that  the 
malignants  made  the  place  too  hot  for  him,  for  he  appears  to  have  retired 
from  Burgh  in  1651,  and  lived  at  Bungay.  In  1663  he  was  made  Vicar  of 
Aylflham,  which  he  seems  to  have  held  with  Burgh  till  his  death. — Wood's 
Ath.  Oxon.  (Blisse)  ii.  597;  iii.  42;  Birch,  Life  and  Times  of  Charles  /.,  i. 
403,  427,  «S:c.  ;  Blomefield,  vi.  276,  285,  429,  440.  The  mistake  at  p.  276 
should  be  corrected  1699  for  1669.] 
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Thomas  filiiis  Ilenrici  Aborno  in  coioc  storiim  ^  initiatus 
9'^"^  26. 

Georgius  filius  Eofeti  Asli  Jordonizebatur  10^"^  10  Anno 
spreti  Regis  Caroli  et  blaspliemati  Jesii  Christi  (tryum- 
phante^  docmone,  Kimbletono,  P^^mono)  tertio  'rra^dtvoTo^ias 
(sic)  1643. 

Christiana  nata  Edmundo  comite  [Earle]  Antiochiebatur 
lO^-^i^  24. 

Elizabetha  filia  Gulielmi  Ashwell  in  albu  eccHoo  initiata 
Martii  4*°  1643. 

1644. 

Margaretta  filia  Neth.  Gil  et  Maria3  in  albii  ecclia  admissa 
Maii  7. 

Margareta  soboles  Hittoniana  baptizata  Maii  19'^. 
Thomas  Allison  inhumatust  Junii  7°. 
Relicta  Jois  Safely  terras  et  corruptioni  nupta  Junii  25. 
Susanna  Susanna)  et  Jois  Watson  regenerata  Aug.  11. 
Relicta  Jois  Humprey  ca)meteriabatur  Aug.  30. 
Susanna  filia  Thoma)  Cocke  christianabatur  Sep.  15. 
Xtophorus  filius  Jois  Colles  Xti  membru  f actus  Sep.  29. 
Idem  ille  Xtophorus  fato  succubuit  ISTovemb.  1°. 
Kobtus  Yaxley  et  Eleonora  Cerle  una  caro  facti  Dec.  29. 

Neth.  Gil  quod  I  ®;xXtL.j  I  ecclesia  pulsus. 
Gulielmus  Ashwell  ecciicc  Guardianus 
pro  Jacobo  Bell. 
Pulsus  ab  officio  Gillus,  quod  amavit  cIvutitcc 
Quodque.Deum  timuit,  pulsus  ab  officio. 
Culpa  Dei  timer  est,  culpa  est  dilectio  Regis 

Kimboltonus  ait,  membraque  quinque  simul. 
Sci  Christum  Dominum  Domini  Christumque  timere 
Et  duplex  vitium  culpaque  bina  fuit. 

N.  Gil.  pr.  ar. 

'  [I.e.,  communionem  sanctorum.] 
^  [Corrected  to  tryumphantlbus.'] 
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^^oJ)ni  1645  Regis  Caroli  2 P. 

llobtus  filius  Rt)ti  Ash  signo  crucis  baptizatus  sicut  meus  est 

mos  Apr.  13°. 
TTargravii  Janam  cognomine  Scotto  Robertus\  ^  .. 
Connubio  jimxit  stabili  propriam  que  duavit.  ) 
Kobertus  Betts  Annaque  Cresy  cum  annulo  matrimoniati 

9^"«  20. 

Jacobus  Thoma3  Cocke  Indirectorie  (hoc  est)  more  antiquo 
(id  est)  laudabili  palam  signo  crucis  baptiz.  Jan.  18. 

Filia  abaptizata  Petri  Gil  sepulta  Jan.  25.  [Pen  struck 
through.] 

Joes  Jois  Colles  secundum  Lyturgiam  Anglicanam  in  alvum 

eccliac  admissus  die  supradicto. 
Edmundus  Vineyard  duxit  in  uxorem  Elizabetham  Lewcocke 

Feb.  16'\ 

Neth.  Gil  Esq.  preist 

served  ye  cure 
John  Colles  churchwarden 
for  James  Bell. 

1646. 

Joseph  Thomson  et  Maria  Pull  concatenati  Martii  ult". 

Neth.  Gil  pr.  ar.  sui  ipsius  vicegessit 

permissu  Inferiorum. 
Jois  Colles  Jacobi  Bell  substitutus  Guard. 


A°  D"^  1647  Regis  (utcunque  Judaizati)  Coroli  23'^. 

Edmundus   et  Elizabetha  nati   Martha   relicta  Edmundi 
Comitis  (a  mala  avi  interjecti)  more  nieo,  i.e.  antiquo 
ecclesiastico,  baptizati  Aprili  6°. 
Edmundus  propius  nominatus  sepultust  Apr.  24. 
Petri  et  Christianoo  Gil,  Christiana,  Christianata  Ap.  27,  1647, 
Neth.  Gil  TgeffiSiI/rsgos  Kcci  oTrXoipo^cg  curoD  aiiimarum 
inservivit.    Ecclesia  sine  Guardiano. 

VOL.   IX.]  E 
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A°  D"^  1648  Regis  (adhuc  judaizati  et  incarcerati)  Caroli  24. 
Caroli  martjads  inhumamter  decollati  Jan.  30. 

January      30,  1648,  King  Charles  y''  first  was  raurtliered 
proh.  dolor. 

Joes  Emmerson  et  Susanna  Leake  arctissimo  familiaritatis 

jugo  conjugati  Junii  12. 
Marj^  y^  daughter  of  Peter  Gil  &  Christierne  his  wifte  bapt. 

X  Rose  Ives,  nor  widdow,  nor  wiffe,  nor  niaide,  buried 
March  18. 

Neth.  Gil  presbyter  armiger  curLC  inservivit  adhuc 
sequestratus.    Ja.  Bell  Jo.  Tylles  Churchwardens. 

A°  D"^  1649  Regis  Caroli  2^  1". 
Edmund  Wright  &  JMary  Gunnel  were  niarryed  Julii  3°  ut 
probe  ses  [sapientes?]  intelligant. 

N.  G.  p''  a''  cunx^  inservivit  adhuc  seq. 
Ja.  Bell,  Edw.  8inith  ecclia:'  Guard. 

A°  B^'  1650  Anarchias  2°  R.  C.  2.  2. 

N.  G. 

[Six  marriages  this  year,  three  burials,  four  baptisms.] 

A"  I)"'  1601  R.  C.  2.  3. 
1651.    Ann,  one  and  twenty  weekes,  the  daughter  of  Ellen 
Ives,  baptized  the  31  of  March  1651. 

1659.  Richardus  filius  Clementis  Tylles  baptizatus  Jan.  8°. 
During  the  time  of  Anarchj^,  till  y*^  Kings  happy 

returne  I  being  at  Bungay,  &  not  admitted  into 
my  living,  I  knew  not,  I  heeded  not,  w*^  was  done. 

1660.  King  Charles  y''  second  arrived  at  London  May  y^ 

29  being  his  birthday,  aged  30  yeares  compleat. 
lUcssed  bee  God.    God  bless  y^  happy  instrum* 
General  George  Munke.  Duke  of  Albermarle.^ 
Neth.  Gil.  pr.  ar.  adhuc  sequestratus. 
"  Duke  of  AlbcrmcU-le  added  later. 
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16G0  Regis  Caroli  2'^^  12«. 

May  29  King  Charles  y''  second  arrived  at  London,  being 
then  80  yeares  onld  compleat.  God  and  General  George 
^[unke  restoring  hini. 

Wilhn.  Durant  &  Winnefred  Munnes  were  contracted  Jnne 

y'  18. 

James  ])iboult  &  Thomasin  Bentley  were  contracted  June 
y<^22. 

.Xi'th.  Gil  (after  17  yeares  sequestration,  by  tray  tors,  rebels, 
Anabaptists,  Quakers,  &  Procsbyterians)  was  restored  to 
his  Rectory  of  Burrough  &  preached  on  Christmasse 
day  1660.  Ao^a  0s^. 
Rebecca  y*^  daughter  of  John  Ashwel  buried  febr.  y^ 
George  Wood  and  Francis  Rumbolt  were  maryed  February 
y«  25"\ 

Rbt  Jecks  was  buryed  March  ye  10*^''. 

Neth.  Gil  presbyter  Armiger  curve  inservivit 
jam  Rector  ecclesias. 
IGGl.    Margareta  Burges  virgo  sexagenaria  cfcmeteriabatur 
Martii  14". 

Neth  Gil  Rector. 
Guilielmus  Parker  \  ecclesiac 
Ednnmdus  Burr    j  Guardiani. 
1G62.    Edmundus  Bubonis  hlius  eodem  die  baptizatus  sc. 
May  19. 

Edmundus  Burr  duxit  in  uxorem  Margaretam  Tylles 
Maii  26  quo  die  Matthico  Burr  (prsedicti  fratri) 
Rachel  Tylles  (prscdicta)  soror)  nupsit. 

[This  year  six  weddings,  three  baptisms,  one  burial.] 
1GG3.  Parnel  y*^  daughter  (base  borne)  of  y"  whore  Mary 
Earle  &  IVm.  Parnel  of  Aleshani  bapt.  May  y*^  last. 

Prudentia  Jois  et  Elizabethae  Froome,  Alyshamensium 
bapt.  Junii  3°. 

Robertus  Edmundi  et  Margareta)  Burr  baptizatus 
Octob.  4*". 
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1G63.    Robertus  filius  Edmundi  Burr  sejDultus  Jan.  5. 

[This  year  two  marriages,  six  baptisms,  six  burials.] 

1664.  Carolus  Gil  TIenrici  et  Anna  baptizatus  Aug.  25. 
Edmundus  Burr,  Edmundi  et  Margareta  baptizatust 

Martii  19°. 

1665.  Matthsea  Marison  2^^^  spuria  Marian  Earle  meretricis 

bap.  Sept.  3. 

1666.  Hichardus  Goodins  sepultust  Aug.  16. 

[R.  Goodings  had  been  Warden  in  1663  and  1664.] 

1667.  Rachel  Burr  Edmundi  et  MargarettD  bapt.  Martii  25. 
Ilenricus  Webster  ayaiMc;  sepultust  Aprilis  26. 
Elizabetha  Goodins  vidua  sepulta  Julii  16. 
Elisabetha  Gil  filia  Henrici  et  Anna3  bapt.  decemb.  25. 

[Not  signed  by  rector.] 

1668.  Robtus  Burr  Josephi  et  Annaj  bapt.  Junii  7°. 
Margareta  Burr  Edmundi  et  Margaretao  bapt.  Jan.  17, 

1668. 

1669.  Neth.  Gill,  cler.  sepultus  Apr.  2,  1669. 

Dan.  Burton  R^^ 

Thos.  Smith  &  Edm.  Burr  Ecclesifc  Guard. 

1670.  Rachel  filia  Edmundi  et  Margaretye  Burr  sepult. 

18  Julii. 

[Edmund  Burr  one  of    the  Churchwardens  from 

1661—  1663,  1669—1677.     Two  Churchwardens, 

1662—  1683,  then  one  only.] 

1677.    Johannes  filius  Johannis  et  Eliz.  Ker  bapt.  24  Mar. 
1688.    Nathaniel  Gill  sepult.  18  May. 

1 692.  Edmundus  filius  Edmundi  et  Annae Burr  bapt.  25  July. 

1693.  Rachel  Burr  sepult.  27  March. 
Edmund  Burr  infans  sepult.  1  May. 

1694.  Rachel  filia  Edm.  et  Anna  Burr  bapt.  30  April. 

»  [Daniel  Btirton,  A.M.  He  held  Burgh  with  Skeyton.  To  the  latter 
l)lace  ho  was  preferred  by  Sir  Robert  Paston,  Bart.,  in  1666,  "and  the  whole 
parish  sent  him  a  letter  of  thanks  for  presenting  a  man  so  much  esteemed 
and  liked  by  them." — Blomefield,  vi.  303.] 
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IG04.    Rachel  filia  Edm.  Burr  jun.  sepult.  23  Decemb. 

1005.    Anna  filia  Edm.  et  Anna)  Burr  bapt.  7  July. 

1(500.    Margarita  filia  Edm.  et  AnnccBurr  bapt.  11  January. 

1()07,    Edmund  Burr  sen.  sepult.  21  June. 

1 008.    Mattha3us  filius  Edmundi  et  Anna)  Burr  bapt.  18  July. 

1000.    Edmundus  filius  Edm.  et  Anna3  Burr  bapt.  29  Aug. 
Edm.  Burr  sepult.  2  Sept. 

1703.  [Writing  deteriorates  for  two  years.  Entries  pre- 
viously signed  annually  by  minister  and  cliurcli- 
wardens,  now,  Mr.  Burton  being  dead,  "  Jonathan 
Wrench,  Bector,"  -  signs  each  page.] 

1705,  March  25.  Robert  son  to  Robert  iJoyl  &  Mary,  this 
to  be  p^  next  half  year. 

1721.  Edmund  son  to  Matthew  Burr  and  Anne  bapt. 
March  1. 

1725,  Ap.  10.  James  and  Joseph  sons  to  Thomasine  Suggate, 
base  children. 

Mar.  10.  Marabelhi  daughter  to  ^lathew  Burr  and  Anne. 
1727,  Feb.  2.    Anne  daughter  to  Matthew  Burr  and  Anne. 
1733,  Jan.  13.  Edmund  son  to  Mathew  Burr  and  Anne. 
1735.    Thomas  Gallant  singleman,  Rector  of  Blickling,  to 

Dye  Jewell  single  woman  of  Aylsham,  February 

23'-^  1735. 

Burials. 

1704  (1705)  March  G.    ]\[atthew  Burr. 

1708,  June  26.      The  wife  of  Edmund  Burr. 

1715,  Aug.  22.      Margaret  Burr  the  mother  of  Edm.  Burr. 

Jan.  21.      Johii  Thomson  Gent. 
1718,  Dec.  17.      Margaret  Daughter  to  William  Burres  & 
Ann. 

'  [Jonathan  Wrench.  He  appears  to  have  held  Burgh  with  Aylsham  and 
Metton.  He  was  hx-othcr  of  Sir  I5eiijaniin  Wrench,  M.IX,  of  Norwich,  a 
jiliysician  of  some  celebrity  in  his  day.  He  published  A  SJiort  I'tctr  of  the 
J'lincipal  Duties  of  t/ic  C'/iri.stian  Rcliijion,  dedicated  to  the  Purisliiomrs  of 
Aylsham.    Lend.  1700,  duod.] 
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1720,  Nov.  29.      Edmund  Burr. 

1724,  Oct.  31.      Edmund  son  to  Matthew  Burr  and  Ann. 

1725,  Ap.  25.  Joseph  son  to  Thomasin  Suggatt,  Basechild. 
1728,  Dec.  27.  Anne  Daughter  to  Matthew  Burr  &  Anne. 
1741,  July  27^^.    Francis  Case  was  buried  who  with  one 

Howes  of  "Wj^ndham  his  servant  was  suffocated 
by  the  damps,  &c.,  in  a  well  at  ]\rundsley  Not- 
withstanding which  a  short  while  after  Two  mvn 
more  ventured  to  go  do^\'n  in  the  same  well,  one 
of  which  lost  his  Life  &  the  other  very  near  being 
dead,  when  drawn  out,  from  the  same  cause. 

A  terrier  of  glebe  lands  in  fourteen  pieces,  the  parsonage 
being  44  feet  long,  15  feet  broad,  and  9  feet  high. 

31  Aug.  1699.  Burro'. 
Collected  for  the  Breefe  in  South wark  in  S\  George  parish 
the  sum  of  £0.  3s.  2d. 

—  Walker,  Collector.        Peter  Cozens,  Churchwarden. 

28  Sept.  1690. 

Collected  in  Burro  for  Byshoj)  Lavington  in  Wiltsliire 
18  pence. 

Hen.  Walker  Collector. 

.  9  November  1690. 
Collected  in  Burro  for  the  2'^  Irish  Breife  two  shillings, 
&  payd  in  with  the  breife  to  Nich :  Brown  of  Norv\'icli 
Register  to  the  Archdeacon,  &  a  letter  (of  what  was  col- 
lected) sent  to  M'  Tho:  Firmin  in  3  Kings  Court  in  Lombard 
Street  in  London. 

9  June  1686. 

Collected  in  our  parish  of  Burro  to  the  Breefe  for  the 
French  Protestants  three  shillings  and  three  pence  which 
was  payd  in  to  Kich  :  Browne  Register  to  the  Archdeacon 
of  Norwich. 

D.  Burton  Minister. 

Robt.  Moore  Churchwarden. 


1644. 

The  parsonage  house  of  Burrougli  consisting  of  foure 
monies  was  well  repaired  by  Neth.  Gil  Rector  there  and  2 
more  roomes  planched  at  his  proper  charges,  so  that  now 
there  are  there  six  roomes.  The  homestalls  are  4  acres. 
The  gleabe  (wel  knowne)  in  y*'  feild  are  ten  acres. 

Neth.  Gil  presbyter  armiger  Rector  ecclesiae. 

William  Ashwel  Churchwarden. 

Clement  J uel  \ 

-r        1^  n       '  Constables. 

James  -bell  ) 

In  y^  yeare  1661. 
The  chancel  was  paved,  thatched,  and  glazed  and  the 
parsonage  houses  (above  mentioned)  repaired,  at  the  great 
cliurge  of  Neth.  Gil  Rector,  though  hee  had  all  that  time  bin 
Bcquestred  for  loyalty  to  King  Charles  the  first. 

]N^eth.  Gil  presbyter  armiger  R'"  ecclesiie. 
}      -\^r  William  Parker  Churchwarden. 

Robt.  Smyth. 
Thomas  RelL 
Richard  Goodings. 

This  was  presented  in  a  parchment  copy  to  Edward  L''  li]). 
of  Norwich,  approved  and  by  liis  command  admitted 
into  y"  office  1663. 

In  the  month  of  July  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God  1669 
the  foote  Bridge  over  the  river  by  the  Church  yard  was  new 
built  by  Tho :  Bell  and  he  had  for  tlie  buildinge  of  it  six 
pounds,  three  pounds  of  it  of  the  parisli  of  Burrougli  and 
the  other  three  pounds  was  paid  him  by  me  Tho  :  Smith  for 
Guj^bon  Goddard  Esq.  who  was  then  owner  of  Brampton 
Hall  who  did  allow  me  it  againe. 

Tho:  Smith. 

Memorandum. 

By  his  Majesties  letters  patents  towards  the  redemption  of 
a  great  number  of  good  subjects  taken  by  the  Turkish  pirates 
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There  was  collected  in  the  parish  of  Burro  the  full  sunie  of 
Fourteene  shillings  which  was  paid  in  to  M""  Nich.  Browne 
Begister  in  Norwich. 

Dan.  Burton  Minister. 
24  Sept.  Tho  :  Bell 

1680.  &        !  Churchwardens. 

Clem :  Ash  ^ 

Borough  Brydge  newe  made  at      cost  of  y^  whole  county 

by  the  consent  of  y*-"  Justices  of  y*-'  in  Anno  Dni 

1608  at  the  county  siscions  and  it  cost  16''  makinge. 

George  Bell  cler.  Wlm.  Tylls  Thomas  Housse  Thomas  Ho 
Robert  Stubbard  Frances  &  Jhon  Baker  Jhon  Wyth. 

The  Brydge  betw.  Burrow  &  Aylesham  (comonly  called 
Burrow  Bridge)  intirely  Bebuilt  w^'^  Brick  of  the  year  1748 
as  it  had  been  of  wood,  &c.,  a^'  40  years  before  at  the  sole 
expence  of  the  county.    Charge  of  Bebuilding  as  now.  [.s/c] 

SECOND  VOLUME  OF  BOEOUGII  REGISTER. 

Bebecca  y*^  daughter  of  Eliz.  Howard  Baseborn  was  bapt. 

March  6,  1742.  Buried  Eliz.  Howard  March  17, 
1742. 

1752.  Buried  Mary  wife  of  Jolm  Winnet  &  their  three 
children  Infants  (Born  at  one  time)  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob.  Oct.  y*"  31. 

1761.  M'  Thomas  Gallant  M.A.  departed  this  life  Nov.  16^'' 

1771,  having  been  Bector  of  this  parish  upwards 
of  20  years,  was  buried  at  Blickling  y*^  20*''. 

1762.  William  Tillett  son  of  Joseph  Tillett  and  of  Matthew 

his  wife  was  killed  by  an  Acident  of  M*".  John 
Woolsey's  Waggon  September  y*^  15  and  was 
buried  on  the  18. 

1763.  June  14*'',  1763,  Delivered  in  a  new  Terrier  By  me 

John  Woolsey  churchwarden. 
John  Wight  Rector. 
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17G.0.    Gasely  Bayfield  &  Mary  Woolsey  were  married  by 
license  June  27. 
[Base  born  children  become  very  numerous.] 
I77S.    AV^,  Jewell  Rector.     ''Delivered  at  tlie  Generals  " 

[entered  at  side.] 
17«^3.    Ann  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Ann  Burr  27^''  April. 
1784.    Bichard  Jones  son  of  Ann  Jones  a  lumper  14^''  March. 
[At  side.]    Paid  1/3  for  Births  from  Oct.  1,  83,  to 
Oct.  1,  84. 

Bobert  Francis  for  J.  Gay,  jun.  Collector. 

1783.  Joseph  Dyball  an  old  man  aged  77  buried  at  the 

expence  of  the  parish  December  21^^ 

1784.  Ann  Bell  an  old  woman  buried  at  the  expense  of  the 

Parish  of  Thirning  17^'"  March. 
Rec^  6^.  for  Burials  from  Oct.  1,  83,  to  Oct.  8,  84. 

R.  Francis  for  J.  Gay,  junior.  Collector. 
1787.    Edmund  son  of  Edmund  Burr  &  Ann  his  wife,  late 
Ann  Hubbard,  spinster,  was  born  23"^  March  & 
baptized  25  March,  1787. 
"  Duty  paid." 

1790.    Mary  daughter  of  John  Postle  and  Ann  his  wife, 

late  Ann  Juby,  spinster,  was  born  26*''  December 

&  baptized  27  Dec. 
1804.    Ann  daughter  of  W'".  Ilurnard  and  Ann  his  wife, 

late  Ann  Burr,  spinster,  was  born  10*''  &  baptized 

11  March. 

1808.    Maribel   Burr  was   buried  14*''  May,  1808,  aged 
83  years. 

1810.    Edmund  Burr  aged  seventy  six  years  was  buried 
10*'^  Feb. 


The  Bridge  between  Burrow  &  Aylesham  (coinonly  called 
Burrow  Bridge)  Intirely  rebuilt  w"'  Brick  of  the  year  1748, 
as  it  had  been  of  woodde  40  years  before,  at  tlie  sole 
expence  of  the  County.    Charge  of  Rebuilding  as  now. 
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■    BUIIGH  OR  BOUUGH,  OTHERW.  BuRROW  NEXT  AyLESHAM. 

From  an  antient  Register  of  this  Parish  it  appears  from 
1568,  5'^  of  Q.  Eliz.  there  have  been  no  more  y"  y''  following 
Incumbents  without  interruption  (except  some  time  of  y*^ 
usurpation  of  0.  Cromwell,  when  y*^  same  person  ejected  was 
at  ye  Restoration  Repossessed)  viz.  (or  except  one  before 
W  Bell)  [query,  John  Tylles  oh.  1569?] 
Yis.  m. 

61.  16    M^  George  Bell  (who  might  have  been  Rector  time 
before  1563)  [but  P  Tylles]  buried  -'iO  Aug.  1625. 
Kl    3  Will.  Leeds  buried  in  y*^  chancel  1688. 

30.    5    M^  Nath.  Gill  buried  Ap.  2,  1661). 

35.  3    M^  Dan.  l^urton  died  anno  1704. 

36.  8    M--.  Jon  Wrench  died  May  1T4L 

20.    6         Tho.  Gallant  died  Nov.  16,  1761. 
16.    3    M--.  John  AVight  died  3  Feb.  1778. 
51.    6    M'-.  William  Jewell  died  1829. 
2.    4  F.  E.  Cordin  held  the  Rectory  from  October, 

1829,  to  December,  1831,  for  E.  Holley  ;  re- 
signed 1832. 

41.    0    M'.  Edward  Holley  resigned  and  died  1873. 
Ednxuud  Telfer  Yates,  M.A.,  J.B. 


Chancel  OF  BuROH  Church  nj.t  Aylsham, 


jT  I  O  N      (  LoDKI  NC  NoRTH^ 


NOTES  ON  THE  CHANCEL 

Ol'' 

(The  Clntrcb  ixi  |UirgI}  bn  ^^nlsbiim. 

COMMUNICATED  BY 

E.  MAKILWAINE  PIIIPSON",  F.S.A.,  F.R.I.B.A. 

The  accompanjdng  illustrations,  made  from  accurate  and 
careful  measurements,  will,  I  hope,  give  a  good  idea  of  the 
chancel  of  Burgh  Church  as  it  was  and  is.  Whether  it 
was  originally  the  chancel  of  a  churcli,  or  Avhether  it  did 
not  form  part  of  an  entire  church,  including  the  nave,  is 
to  nu)  doubtful.  It  certainly  extended  to  both  the  west 
(notice  the  half-finished  lower  arcade)  as  well  as  to  the 
east,  and  may  have  formed  part  of  a  small  church  without 
any  chancel  arch,  with  perluxps  an  apsidal  east  end. 

This,  however,  is  mere  conjecture.  All  we  know  for 
certain  is  that  there  is  left  a  most  beautiful  and  elegantly- 
proportioned  piece  of  Early  English  architecture,  of  the 
latter  part  of  the  twelfth  or  early  in  the  thirteenth  century. 

The  drawings  show  the  old  work  as  left  (which  was  so 
perfect  that  it  needed  but  little  restoration,  and  that  little 
has  been  done  in  the  most  careful  and  conservative  manner) 
and  the  new  which  has  been  added,  almost  entirely  in  ac- 
cordance with  Sir  Gilbert  Scott's  suggestions. 
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Wlioii  T  rccc^'vcd  Si?'  nill)(>rt'H  Hkcic.li  jithI  Ictior  T  r(>])li(Ml 
lo  liim  tliiiM  : — 

Norwicli,  ir)th  June,  1870. 

My  dear  Sir  Gilbert, 

Thanks  for  your  tracings  and  letter  about  Burgh 
Chancel.  I  have  also  received  from  Mr.  Yates  your 
sketches  and  the  letter  to  him  which  you  sent  me  copies  of. 
Your  suggestions  are  of  course  very  good.  The  only  thing 
that  occurs  to  me  is,  whether  the  extension  should  be  two 
windows  on  the  north  and  south  sides,  and  whether  tlie 
space  in  the  lower  arcading  on  the  south  side,  which  you 
very  properly  remark  would  be  left  blank,  if  the  lower 
arcading  was  continued  only  one  arch,  might  not  have 
been  filled  in  with  a  smaller  arch  forming  a  piscina.  You 
probably  noticed  that  the  north  and  south  arcading  under 
the  windows  do  not  range  with  the  upper  arcading. 

Yours  very  truly, 

II.  Makilwaine  PiiirsoN. 

To  this  Sir  Gilbert  replied  : — 

Spring  Gardens,  June  19th,  1876. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  suggestion  is  possible,  but  does  not,  I  think, 
suggest  really  only  o)ie  window  more,  but  three. 

The  defect  in  my  scheme  is,  that  it  fails  to  give  a  sanc- 
tuary step.  Now  if  you  were  to  add  three  windows  instead 
of  two,  and  apply  your  system  of  a  small  arch  for  a  piscina, 
this  would  be  obviated  at  once,  though  I  confess  it  might 
be  still  better  efiected  by  adding  four  windows.  One  would 
do  little  for  us,  and  a  single  window  beyond  the  north 
chapel  would  look  very  poor.  It  would  be  still  better  if 
there  were  two  sanctuary  steps.  It  would  make  the  sedilia 
somewhat  stumpy  perhaps. 

On  the  whole  I  am  inclined  to  this  view,  viz.,  three 
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instead  of  two  extra  windows,  your  narrow  arch  for  a 
pihcina,  and  two  five-inch  sanctuary  steps.  This  would 
muko  a  very  excellent  arrangement,  whether  the  original 
ono  or  not.  Perhaps,  if  you  should  determine  to  lengthen 
at  all,  you  will  find  fragments  which  will  suggest  the  true 
arrangement. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Geo.  GiLEEiiT  Scott. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  that  Sir  Gilbert  was  himself  very 
uncertain  as  to  how  the  east  end  should  be  treated.  I 
ultimately  carried  out,  or  very  nearly  carried  out,  his 
original  suggestions  entire,  preserving  carefully  all  the 
old  work.  The  outside  of  the  windows  are  very  plain, 
consisting  of  a  simple  chamfer  about  half-an-inch  wide, 
without  hood  mould  or  any  other  stonework. 


#|jciT-atr  l^inrtn'cb  (liowrts  in  |larfo(l\. 


COMMUNICATKD  BY 

GEORGE  LAURENCE  GOMME,  ESQ.,  F.S.A. 


It  is  hard  indeed  if  local  institutions  do  not  help  us  to 
elucidate  some  obscure  points  of  national  histor3^  As 
merely  local  institutions,  that  is,  the  outcome  of  this  or 
that  local  influence,  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  some 
particular  shire,  town,  or  district,  they  are  not  of  much 
value.  But  take  local  institutions  on  to  a  broader  platform, 
place  them  in  their  position  as  the  factors  which  go  to  make 
up  the  national  constitution,  and  then  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  is  no  more  valuable  evidence  to  the  historical  enquirer 
than  that  which  they  supply.  For  it  is  in  the  provincial 
districts,  where  the  central  government  has  not  called  upon 
the  institutions  there  establibhed  to  take  their  part  in  the 
ever  progressing  national  development,  or  at  all  events  to 
take  any  specially  important  part,  that  the  old  historical 
life  has  kept  up  the  old  habits  and  the  old  customs,  and  has 
therefore  preserved  an  historical  epoch  which  the  nation,  as 
a  political  constitution,  has  long  since  left  behind. 

In  this  way  I  have  considered  the  subject  of  the  Open- 
air  Courts  still  extant  in  the  works  of  local  historians,  if 
not  now  actually  kept  up  themselves.    I  have  traced  out 
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these  open-air  assemblies  in  eveiy  local  institution  of  the 
land — in  the  national  Witan  itself  of  early  times,  in  the 
ihiro-moot,  in  the  hundred-moot,  in  the  manor,  in  the 
forest  courts,  mine  courts,  and  so  on ;  and  lastly,  in  the 
courts  of  the  most  fully  developed  of  all  English  insti- 
tutions, namely,  the  municipal  boroughs.  Then,  taking  the 
evidence  thus  supplied  from  our  own  land,  and  comparing  it 
with  the  evidence  of  primitive  life  elsewhere,  with  the 
open-air  assemblies  of  Switzerland  and  Germany,  to  which 
our  modern  historians  are  so  fond  of  appealing  for  evidence 
of  English  history,  when  they  might  appeal  to  English 
evidence  alone,  we  find  that  these  open-air  assemblies  of 
iuigland  are  the  survivals  of  some  of  the  earliest  days  of 
our  glorious  freedom — a  freedom  which  has  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  a  national  commonwealth,  which  has  given  us  a 
monarchy  without  despotism  or  wrong-doing,  an  elected 
a.ssenibly  without  the  evils  of  democracy  and  its  license. 

Among  the  best  group  of  examples  I  have  been  able  to 
collect,  none  is  more  valuable  than  the  hundreds  of  Norfolk. 
Many  Norfolk  men  have  perhaps  read  the  following  quo- 
tations from  their  great  county  historian,  but  perhaps  I 
may  witliout  much  vanity  say  that  they  did  not  then  know 
that  they  were  reading  of  institutions  which  arc  still  the 
proud  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Swiss  cantons  to 
possess,  though  not  alone  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  now 
that  we  can  turn  to  England  for  similar  examples.  Let  me 
toll  Norfolk  men  that  they  ought  to  be  proud  indeed  of  their 
historian,  for  he  has  done  what  many  local  historians  have, 
to  their  shame,  left  undone,  namely,  paid  an  equal  attention 
to  local  institutions  as  to  local  family  history.  With  these 
few  remarks,  therefore,  I  beg  to  draw  attention  to  the  Open- 
air  Hundred  Courts  of  Norfolk.^ 

1  [The  rest  of  this  communication  is  an  extract,  "by  permission  of 
Mt.  Gommo,  from  his  forthcoming  work  "  Primitive  Folk-lMoots,  or  Open- 
air  Assemhlies  in  Britain,"    Low,  Marston,  &  Co.,  London,  1880.] 
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Among  modern  institutions  the  hundred  has  always  had  a 
tendency  to  decay,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  hardly 
any  duties  of  local  government  attached  to  it.  This  tendency 
began  very  early,  as  Professor  Stubbs  has  pointed  out  {Con.sf. 
Hist.  Eng.  i,  107.)  The  hundred  was  never  called  upon,  as 
the  shire  has  been,  to  take  part  in  the  movements  of  modern 
political  necessities.  It  has  been  left  pretty  much  to  its  own 
devices:  it  had  more  vitality  than  the  manor,  because  its  area 
of  jurisdiction  was  wider,  and  because  it  had  some  fiscal 
duties  which  the  State  could  not  abolish  all  at  once.  And 
accordingly  we  see  it,  among  early  Englivsh  institutions,  not 
so  prominent  as  the  shire,  more  prominent  than  the  manor. 

This  middle  position,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  quadrates  exactly 
with  its  position  in  the  evidence  as  to  primitive  folk-moots 
in  Britain.  It  has  retained  some  few  instances  of  historical 
survival.  The  number  I  am  able  to  bring  forward  might  no 
doubt  be  increased  by  further  research  among  our  literary 
sources  of  knowledge,  or  by  more  information  from  local 
sources  which  has  never  found  its  way  into  literature.  Still 
the  number  of  instances  would  not  be  large ;  and  the  more 
one  examines  official  records  of  court-rolls,  the  more  one 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  of  no  legal  value,  and, 
of  course,  of  lui  local  interest,  to  put  on  record  the  place  of 
meeting.  As  a  fair  criterion  of  the  evidence  which  the 
hundred  courts  contribute  to  our  subject,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  turn  to  Blomefield's  History  of  Norfolk^  and  take  from 
thence  all  the  information  about  the  meeting-places  of  the 
hundreds  of  Norfolk.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  local  historians 
have  not  devoted  more  of  their  researches  to  the  subject  of 
local  institutions.  Each  local  history  would  then  contain  a 
contribution  to  the  national  history,  and  would  be  of  far 
wider  interest  than  it  is  now. 

But  of  the  hundred  courts  of  Norfolk  we  have  ample 
evidence.  Of  meetings  on  natural  eminences  there  are  three 
instances : — Ilumbleyard  hundred  takes  its  name  from  a 
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valley  in  the  parish  of  Swordoston,  where  the  hundred  court 
was  anciently  kept,  and  which  in  evidences  still  retains  the 
name  of  Ilumble-yard,  the  low  yard  or  court"  (v.  1).  "The 
hundred  court  of  Clackclose  hundred  was  held  in  18  Edw.  I. 
nt  Clackclose  Hill,  on  the  Common  of  Stradset  "  (vii.  208). 
And,  "The  court  for  the  hundred  of  Taverham  was  kept  at 
Frotenbam  Hill "  (x.  odS).  Of  meetings  on  barrows  or 
tumuli  the  following  important  instances  occur : — "  About 
the  centre  of  the  hundred  of  Grimeshow,  two  miles  from 
Meeting,  on  the  road  from  Brandon  to  Norwich,  is  a  very 
curious  Danish  encampment  in  a  semicircular  form.^  At  the 
cast  end  of  this  entrenchment  is  a  tumulus,  pointing  towards 
Thctford,  and  here  the  hundred  court  used  to  be  held.  This 
remarkable  place  retains  the  name  of  '  Grimes  Graves '  " 
(ii.  148).  "The  hundred  of  Forehoe,  or  Feorhou,  takes  its 
name  from  the  four  hills  where  the  hundred  court  used  to 
be  held.  They  lie  between  Barford  and  Kimberley,  in 
the  field  belonging  to  the  parisli  of  Carleton,  from  them 
called  Carleton  Fourhoe,  on  the  south  side  of  the  great 
road  leading  from  Norwich  to  lEingham  "  (ii.  874),  "The 
hundred  of  Greenhoe  takes  its  name  from  the  green  hills, 
or  tumuli,  lying  by  the  London  road  to  Swaffhani  "  (vi.  1). 
"  The  hundred  court  of  Smethdon  is  said  by  some  to  have 
been  kept  at  a  place  in  the  parish  of  Bircham  Magna, 
called  the  Barrow,  which  is  diked  round  except  twenty 
yards  in  the  south-east  side,  for  the  better  ascent " 
(x.  287).  "The  ancient  place  of  holding  Freebridge 
hundred  was  at  Flitcham  Burgh,  where  is  a  tumulus,  about 
a  mile  from  the  town  on  the  road  to  Sharnburn.  In  the  3rd 
of  Elizabeth  it  appears  from  a  rental  of  Sir  Richard  South- 
well's that  his  manor  of  Walsoken  paid  then  to  the  queen's 
baililF  of  the  hundred  40.s'.  per  annum,  suit  of  the  court, 


'  Now  known  to  be  a  collection  of  pits  for  mining  Hint,  i^orjolh  ArcJue- 
ology,  vii.  359. 

\()L.   IX.]  F 


66 


held  under  an  oak  at  Gaywood  near  Lynn,  and  was  called 
*  Gaywood  Oak  Fee.'  After  this,  the  court  was  held  at  an 
oak  at  Wigenhale  St.  Germans,  called  '  Fitton  Oak,'  in  a 
farm  of  that  name  belonging-  to  the  town  of  Lynn" 
(viii.  328).  *'The  hundred  court  of  Gallow  hundred  might 
be  anciently  held  at  a  place  that  gave  name  to  it.  Philip, 
son  of  Ptichard  de  Doketon,  granted  by  deed,  same  date,  to 
Pichard  de  Dunton  three  pieces  of  land  in  the  fields  of 
Dunton,  at  Galehow,  and  in  6  Edward  IL  Hugh  de  Dunton 
had  lands  at  Galehoges,  in  Dunton  field.  In  5  Hon.  lY.  it 
was  held  at  Fakenham-Dam,  which  ])lace  might  probably 
have  been  called  Galestow,  that  is,  a  hill  at  the  water.  In 
the  3rd  and  10th  Eliz.  the  hundred  court  Avas  held  at 
Long-field  Stone.  Brothercross  hundred  seems  to  have  taken 
its  name  from  a  cross  placed  at  the  ford  or  j^ass  over  the  river 
at  Burnham"  (vii.  2),  where  the  courts  used  to  be  held. 
And  then  there  are  other  familiar  places  used  by  the  Norfolk 
hundred  courts :  "  In  29  Hen.  YI.  the  hundred  court  of 
Eynford  was  held  at  Repehara,  where  the  ford  was  situated 
over  the  river  Eyn,  from  which  the  hundred  takes  its  name" 
(viii.  182).  "  The  hundred  of  Depwade  takes  its  name  from 
the  Deep-ford  over  the  river  Taseburgh,  which  though  now 
of  no  great  remark  was  in  earl}^  days  fordable  in  no  place  in 
this  hundred  but  here  only"  (v.  123).  "In  1(539  the  hundred 
court  of  Mitford  was  held  at  '  Brok-pit '  "  (x.  195).  "The 
hundred  court  of  North  Erpingham  was  held  at  Guneby  Gate, 
probably  near  Gunton  town.  AYilliam  de  Yalentia,  lord  of 
Matlask,  was  sued  in  52  Hen.  III.  for  withdrawing  a  suit  of 
court  at  Gunegate  "  (viii.  71).  "  In  1226  the  hundred  court 
of  South  Erpingham  was  held  at  Cawston  Park  gate ;  for 
William  de  Calthrop  and  Nicholas  de  Pippen,  who  had  a 
dispute  of  right,  both  appeared,  and  left  it  to  six  of  their 
neighbours,  who  knew  the  facts,  there  to  determine  it " 
(vi.  240).  "  Launditch  hundred  takes  its  name  from  a  long 
ditch  with  a  bank  that  divides  the  two  parishes  of  Longham 


nnd  Beeston,  and  rims  north  and  soiitli ;  where  at  the  crossing 
of  it  by  the  Norwich  road  the  hundred  court  was  anciently 
kept"  (ix.  456).  **The  hundred  of  Earsham,  or  Hersham, 
Q8  spelt  in  Doomsday,  seems  to  signify  the  station  of  the 
unny,^  and  accordingly  there  is  an  encampment  near  the 
cliurch,  upon  which  the  hundred  court  was  formerly  held." 

Such  a  collection  as  this  from  one  county  shows  pretty 
clearly  the  general  prevalence  of  the  custom  at  some  earlier 
period  in  our  history.  The  evidence  from  other  counties 
is  nothing  like  so  extensive ;  in  fact,  we  only  get  a  few 
detached  instances,  of  great  value,  it  is  true,  in  themselves, 
but  not  so  generally  valuable  as  this  group  of  examples. 


3  Allowance  must  be  made  for  Blomefi eld's  philology. 
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ON  THE  CHURCH  PLATE  BELONGING  TO  THE  PARISHES 
IN  THE  DEANERY  OF  REDENHALL,  NORFOLK. 

COMMUNICATED  BY  . 

THE  llEV.  C.  R.  MANNING,  M.A.,  HON.  SEC, 

KURAL  DEAN. 


The  following  is  a  tabulated  list  of  all  the  Chnrcli  Plate 
in  the  Deanery  of  Eedenhall,  of  all  the  inscriptions  upon 
the  various  articles,  and  of  all  the  assay  marks,  makers' 
marks,  date-letters,  &c.,  occurring;  on  them ;  together  with 
some  notes  showing  the  actual  date  of  each,  and  giving 
any  necessary  explanations  concerning  them. 

I  have  not  excluded  the  modern  plate,  in  order  that  the 
record  might  be  complete,  and  also  because  a  knowledge 
of  even  recent  marks  is  helpful  to  the  study  of  tlie  subject. 
Only  a  few  years  ago  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
draw  up  such  a  list,  from  the  general  absence  of  in- 
formation on  the  matter.  But  during  the  last  twenty  years 
much  attention  has  been  given  to  it,  and  the  writings  of 
Mr.  Octavius  Morgan,^  Mr.  W.  Chaffers,^  and  Mr.  Wilfred 

>  Arelucological  Journal,  x.  33. 

-  Hall  Marks  on  Gold  and  Silver  Plate.    By  \V.  Chaffers. — Bickers,  London. 
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Cripps,^  now  supply  full  materials  for  an  accurate  know- 
Iwlge  of  everything  relating  to  this  part  of  the  goldsmith's 
and  silversmith's  craft,  the  assay  offices  and  their  marks, 
und  the  course  of  legislation  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Cripps's 
most  useful  and  beautiful  book,  in  particular,  has  been 
indispensable  in  the  compilation  of  my  list.  What  is  now 
to  be  desired  is  a  greater  number  of  examples  of  early  plate 
to  supply  authorities  for  the  date-letters  of  the  first  three 
or  four  cycles  of  alphabets,  and  a  fuller  knoAvledge  of  the 
names  and  marks  of  the  provincial  makers. 

Norwich  had  its  Goldsmiths  Company  and  assay  office  from 
an  early  period.  Their  workshops  were  in  "  Smethy  Lane," 
(the  street  now  called  Little  London  Street,  running  from 
London  Street  to  Bedford  Street)  and  their  "  Ilall "  was 
bcliind,  to  the  west,"^  as  shewn  in  lUomefield's  Plan  of  Norwich. 

The  records  of  the  Corporation  of  Norwicli,  preserved  in 
their  muniment  room,  contain  certain  volumes  giving  a 
record  of  the  freemen  or  citizens  admitted  from  the  )'ear 
L']17  to  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  centur}^  with  only  a 
few  breaks  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  IL  and  Edward  III. 
The  late  Mr.  John  L'Estrange,  witli  great  industry,  made 
an  index  of  all  the  names  of  these,  to  the  end  of  tlie 
reign  of  Elizabetli,  showing  the  various  trades  to  which 
they  belonged  and,  in  man}'  cases,  to  whom  they  were 
apprenticed.  A  portion  of  the  very  extensive  list,  as  far 
as  letter  C,  was  published  by  him  in  the  East  Ahylia)), 
Notes  and  Queries.^  By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Walter  live  I 
have  been  allowed  to  extract  from  ^Ir.  L'Est range's  ]\ISS. 
all  the  names  of  the  goldsmiths,  which  are  here  given, 
in  order  of  their  date.  It  is  very  unlikely  that  any  old 
Norwich  plate  will  be  discovered  Avith  makers'  marks  which 

3  Old  English  Plate,  Ecclesiastical,  Decorative,  and  I)o)nesttc ;    its  Makers 
and  Marks.    By  Wilfred  J.  Cripps,  Esq.,  M. A.  —  ISIunay,  Tiondoii^  '1878. 
^  iJlomuiicld,  iv.  227. 
5  Vol.  iv.  p.  1:50,  &c. 


70 


tliis  list  will  serve  to  identify  with  the  manufacturer,  but 
still  it  is  worth  while  to  put  on  record  the  names,  if  only  as 
a  list  of  Norwich  tradesmen  of  one  craft  for  a 
of  years. 

NOEWICH  GOLDSMITHS. 

John  de  Horstede  . 
Eobert  de  Bumpsted 
Robert  Eose 
William  do  Denton 
John  Ilynde 
John  Goddys 
Robert  B(jnor 
John  Nicole  (pro  maiore) 
John  Westwyk 

Richard,  son  of  Rob'.  Brasyer,  Goldsmith 
Belyeter 

J ohn  Cok,  apprenticed  to  John  Goddis 
Thomas  Wrentham 
Richard  Bere 
John  Elger 
Thomas  Greno 
John  Cok  . 
John  Clerk 
John  Matthiesson 
William  Underwodti 
Thomas  Chapman,  alias  Tottes 
Rt-iiiaia  Clerk 
Richard  Frauiiccys 
John  Dyg:ht(jn 
Thomas  Sheet  (marboler) 
Thomas  Gelyngham 
Thomas  Willcson 

George  Ilamchircho,  apiirenticcd  to  John  Cok 
Goldsmith 

John  Kebyll 

John  Cok,  apprenticed  to  John  Goddis,  Gold- 
smith .  .  .  .  .    35  ,, 

Richard  Ilerry,  apprenticed  to  same       .  .      5  Edw.  IV. 

Fathor  of  Bishop  Uiulerwood,  hiiried,  with  hrass,  in  St.  Andrew's  Church. 
Sco  'Dif  ■,  vol.  vi  p_  i4_ 


long  series 


Date. 

23  Edw.  III. 

39 

22  and  23  Rich.  IT. 
1  Hen.  IV. 
10 
10 

o  Hen.  V. 
3  Hen.  VI. 

20 
21 
24 
24 
24 

27  and  28  Hen.  VI. 
27  and  28 
27  and  28 

32  Hon.  VI. 
32 

33  „ 
33 

35 
35 
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llohK  Saimdersoii,  apprenticed  to  Richard  Boro        o  Edw.  IV. 

William  Bonde,  apprenticed  to  same       .  .      G  ,, 

J.-hii  Pviche,  alias  Sutton   .  .  .  .    19  ,, 

Jolui  Smart  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Jtihii,  son  of  Eobert  Belton,  Goldsmith  .      G  lien.  VII. 

I'M  ward  Belton,  apprenticed  to  same       .  .6  ,, 

Thomas  Worcestro,  apprenticed  to  same  .      7  ,, 

Itolwrt  Alman,  apprenticed  to  same        .  .8  ,, 

Thomas  Maskey    .  .  .  .  .  10 

JohnElger  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Juhu  Ilunte,  son  of  Robert  Ilimte,  son  of  Rob^ 

Ilunte,  Reder  .  .  .  .    17  ,, 

John  Basyngham  .  .  .  .8  Hen.  VIII. 

'IhomasBere         ,  .  .  .  .  9 

William  Porter     .  .  .  .  .11  ,, 

Nicholas  Isborn  (alien)     .  .  .  .    2G  ,, 

Nicholas  Hey  ward  ....    29and  30Hen.  VIIL 

John  liasyngliam  the  younger     .  .  .30  Hen.  VIIL 

William,  son  of  Robert  Umfroy,  Sherman  ,      1  Edw.  VI. 
Zucharias  Shulto,  native  alien  (indiguna  et  alioni- 

gona)  .  .  .  .  .  .      2  ,, 

Thomas  Wharlowe,  apiDrenticed  .  .  .      2  ,, 

—  Cobolde,  apprenticed  to  Thomas  Bere  .      5  ,, 

Potor  Peterson,  apprenticed  to  John  Basyngham      1  and  2  Ph.  and  M. 

Valentine,  son  of  Nicholas  Isborne         .  .      2  and  3  ,, 

"William  Rogers,  not  apprenticed  .  .      1  Elizabeth. 

"Walter  Man,  apprenticed  to  "W"'.  Tebolde  .      4  ,, 

Thomas  Buttell     .  .  .  .  .     7  ,, 

George  Fenne,  native  alien,  not  apprenticed  .      9  ,, 

Christopher  Tannor,  apprenticed  .  .14 

George  Bladon,  apprenticed         .  ,  .15  ,, 

John,  son  of — Tesmoud,  late  Cordwainer  .  18 

John  Graye,  apprenticed  .  .  .  .    33  ,, 

Nicholas  Wharlowe,  apprenticed  .  .35  ,, 

Matthew,  son  of  W"\  Cobbolde,  Goldsmith  .35 

Simon  Borrowe,  not  apprenticed  .  .38  ,, 

Emanuell  Garrett,  not  apprenticed         ,  .39       , , 

Daniel  Eynsworth,  apprenticed    .  .  .    42  ,, 


The  names  of  three  of  the  above  list  are  recorded  in  a 
])revious  volume  by  ]\lr.  W.  C.  Ewing,  in  his  paper  on 
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Norwicli  Mercliants'  Marks.^  Two  of  tlicm  are  John  lias- 
singham  and  John  Belton.  The  house  of  one  of  them  was, 
until  swept  away  by  modern  improvements,  in  London 
Street,  with  the  initials  1.  B.  and  the  goldsmiths'  arms. 
The  fine  doorway  to  this  house  (which  jMr.  Ewing  thinlvs 
came  from  the  Grrey  Friars)  is  preserved  in  the  south  face 
of  the  Guildhall,  where  may  now  be  seen  the  goldsmiths' 
arms,  and  the  city  arms,  with  the  royal  arms  above.  Tlio 
other  was  Peter  Peterson,  who  became  an  eminent  gold- 
smith, and  in  1074  presented  the  Corporation  witli  a  stniidiug 
cup,  on  being  excused  serving  the  office  of  sheritf.  It 
still  belongs  to  the  Corporation  of  Norwich,  and  has 
for  the  maker's  mark  the  orb  and  cross,  which  almost 
certainly  denotes  his  work.  It  is  inscribed  4*  THE 
MOST  4-  HERE  4-  OF  4-  IS  4.  DVNE  ^  BY  4- 
PETER  4-  PETERS0N.7  Three  of  the  chalices  in  the 
Redenhall  Deanery  bear  this  mark,  viz.,  those  at  Diss, 
1564-5  ;  at  Bressingham  and  Pulham  St.  Mary  Magdalene, 
1567.*^  The  marks  of  several  other  goldsmiths  in  Norwich 
at  the  same  time  appear  on  Norwich  phite  of  tlie  period  : 
as  those  of  a  man's  head  aftrontec  at  Earsham,'-^  a  trefoil 
slipped  at  Gissing,^  and  a  fish  at  ^yinfarthing,  all  of  1507. 
William  Cobbold  is  one  who  is  named  in  the  Coipoiation 
Records  for  1581 ;  and  a  ]\Ir.  Skottow  as  providing  beer  cups 

^  Norfolk  Arcltceologij,  iii,  195. 

"  Engraved  in  Ewing'a  Norwich  Pageants  ;  and  described  in  the;  dta  'oijne 
of  Works  of  Art  exhibited  at  South  Kensit/gton  in  18G2,  p.  465. 

s  Also  at  Buxton,  Aylsham,  and  formerly  at  Raveningham;  the  last  now 
in  the  possession  of  Professor  Church,  and  exhibited  at  the  Arclueological 
Institute,  July,  1877,  and  engraved  in  the  Joicrnal,  xxxv.  4i. 

^  Also  at  Newton  and  Northwold. 

1  Also  at  Framingham  Earl.  Erpingham,  Cawston,  and  Booton  ;  and  on 
Norwich  Corporation  plate.  A  sun  "  in  splendour  "  also  occurs  at  Aylsluun  ; 
on  a  cup  belonging  to  TiOrd  Zouche ;  and  on  the  Cori:)oration  plate.  Two 
horses  passant  counterpassant,  at  Great  JMelton  and  Booton  ;  and  a  bird  at 
Lamas.  I'hcse  last  two  marks  being  of  the  date  16o2  to  1640.  All  the  above 
are  Norwich  make.— Cripps,  p.  106.  The  fish,  as  at  Winfarthing,  is  also 
found  on  a  similar  cup  at  Woodton,  1567. 
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and  wine  cups  in  1634.^  Mr.  CripjDs  has  constructed  tables 
of  Norwich  date-letters  beginning*  in  loG4,  but  his  re- 
mirches  have  not  produced  any  dated  specimens  between 
10(j7  and  1G32. 

An  entr}^  in  the  books  of  the  Corporation  of  Norwich, 
dated  "  1G24,  ultimo  Julii,"  as  Mr,  Ewing  has  recorded/^ 
fitates  that  by  authority  of  the  mayor,  a  mark,  \'\z.,  the 
castle  and  lion,  was  then  delivered  to  the  wardens  and 
searchers  of  the  trade  of  goldsmiths.  As  this  date  coincides 
with  the  commencement  of  a  new  alphabet  in  Mr.  Cripps's 
tables,  he  considers  that  the  principle  on  which  he  has 
constructed  them  is  confirmed.  "About  this  time,  probably 
on  the  delivery  of  this  new  punch  in  1024,  the  shape  of  the 
nhield  containing  the  lion  and  castle  was  changed,  being 
made  somewhat  more  regular  than  belbi-e,  though  still 
shaped  out  ;  and  the  castle  was  also  altered  from  the 
radely-outlined  building  represented  on  older  stamps,  into 
a  tower  of  the  conventional  heraldic  pattern."  ^ 

It  will  be  noticed  that  at  Dentcjn  there  is  a  chalice  of 
Norwich  make  with  a  ^((unhird  mark,  viz.,  a  seeded  rose 
crowned.  It  seems  that  tliis,  and  also  a  crown,  or  a  rose, 
or  a  rose-sprig,  on  separate  puuclies,  was  used  as  a  standard 
mark  by  tlie  Norwich  gold.-miths,  but  not  in  I'dizabethan 
times.  It  is  fouiul  oidy  on  phite  of  (he  middle  and  latter 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  same  mark  belongs 
also  to  Dutch  plate.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  more  infor- 

'  Ewing's  Norivich  Pafleaitfs,  ]>.  30. 

3  "  1624,  Ultimo  Julij.  This  d;iy  was  nppointcd  by  M'.  Maior,  with  tlie 
advice  of  the  Court  of  Ahlonmii,  u  iiuiikc,  videlt  the  Castle  and  Lion, 
wherewith  to  touche  and  make  such  plate  as  shallLe  made  witliin  tliis  City, 
accurdinge  to  tlio  forme  of  the  Statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided  : 
which  marke  or  touch  ys  delivered  to  the  Wardens  and  Searcher  of  the  Trade 
of  the  Goldsmithes,  to  thend  that  such  plate  onely  as  shalhe  made  according- 
to  the  Statute,  may  from  henceforth  from  tynu5  to  tyme  be  marked  there- 
with, and  non  other  at  their  j)ill."  ~  Ewing,  \ur>ric/i  iifs,  p.  3'2. 

*  Cripps,  p.  10.;. 
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matioii  respecting  the  Norwich  makers  and  their  marks 
may  be  some  day  forthcoming,  from  further  research  into 
municipal  and  private  records. 

Some  explanation  of  the  frequency  of  the  date  1567  on 
"  communion  cups  "  may  be  desired.  Before  the  Refor- 
mation, every  cathedral,  ever}^  conventual  and  parish  church 
possessed  treasures  of  exquisite  art  in  its  plate,  the  total 
amount  of  which  would  now  seem  incredible.  The  reader 
will  not  need  to  be  reminded  of  the  irreparable  losses  in 
this  respect  occasioned  by  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries, 
and  the  seizure  of  their  goods  b}^  Henry  YIII.  Notwith- 
standing, a  considerable  quantity  of  Church  plate  was  still 
in  2^f»rochial  possession  in  the  reign  of  Edward  YT.  On 
the  IGth  of  January,  1553,  a  commission  was  issued  for 
the  seizure  of  all  goods  not  absolutely  needed  for  parish 
churches ;  allowing  in  every  church  one,  and  in  larger 
churches  two  chalices  to  be  left  for  the  administration  of 
the  Holy  Communion.  The  Returns  of  this  commission 
exist,  and  some  particulars  relating  to  the  churches  in 
Norfolk  have  been  printed  by  our  Society  in  previous 
volumes.^  I  have  had  extracts  made  of  those  in  the  Deanery 
of  Redenhall,  from  the  Record  Office,  and  they  are  printed 
at  the  end  of  this  Paper.  Edward  YI.  died  a  few  months 
later ;  and  as  no  change  of  the  kind  would  have  taken  place 
under  Mary,  the  chalices  and  patens  of  the  old  form  doubt- 
less remained  in  most  churches  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth.  But  at  this  time,  and  in  many  places  consid- 
erably earlier,  a  strong  part}^  feeling  prevailed  for  the  disuse 
of  "massing  chalices,"  which  were  reckoned  superstitious, 
and  the  substitution  of  ''decent  communion  cups,"  the  laity 
now  receiving  the  Communion  in  both  kinds.  The  church- 
wardens' accounts  of  the  period  contain  frequent  entries 
of  the  sale  of  the  one  class  of  chalice,  and  the  purchase  of 


^  Vols.  i.  73  ;  V.  116;  and  in  Eaat  A}i(jUan,  \oh.  ii ,  iii  ,  and  iv.,  pusdun. 
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the  other.  Certain  advertisements  requiring  the  change 
would  seem  to  have  been  issued  by  the  Queen, ^  and  to  have 
been  but  slowly  put  in  force.  Archbishops  Parker and 
Orindal  favoured  the  alteration ;  and  wherever  a  bishop  of 
strongly  reforming  views  ruled,  there  his  injunctions  would 
insist  on  compliance  with  the  regulation,  and  his  articles 
of  enquiry  in  successive  years  would  discover  any  default. 
This  would  seem  to  be  the  cause  of  our  finding  to  this  day 
60  many  "  communion  cups  and  covers "  of  about  the  same 
year  in  the  Diocese  of  Norwich.  In  the  Redenhall  Deanery 
there  are  eight  of  the  year  1567,  and  several  others,  undated 
or  unmarked,  from  their  shape  and  the  circular  band  of 
flowing  ornament  which  was  the  prevailing  mode  of  deco- 
ration, appear  to  be  of  the  same  year,  or  thereabouts. 
In  the  list  which  the  Rev.  E.  Yates  published  in  our 
fifth  volume,  p.  226,  of  Church  Plate  in  the  Ingworth 
Deanery,  there  are  also  eight  examples  of  1567.  Bishop 
Parkhurst  then  occupied  the  See  of  Norwich  (1560  to  1574). 
He  was  a  zealous  supporter  of  the  Peformation,  and  it  may 
be  owing  to  his  strict  enquiries  and  orders  that  the  change 
was  so  general  and  simultaneous.*' 

*  See  a  valuablo  Paper  in  Arcluvoloijicdl  Journal,  xxxv.  4-1,  by  the  Ivev.  J. 
Fuller  Russell,  entitled  Notts  on  Eliz(thtth(ui  Cunuiuiiilon  riate,  Ik  rif/ard  cs- 
pecinlljj  to  stibstitutioii  of  Dccoit  Cups''  nith  ^''Covtr.^"  for  ]\I((sshifj 
Chalices  "  and  Fatens. 

'  Strype  relates  that  Archbishop  Parker  "propounded  divers  matters  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  Church,  to  Avhich  he  with  his  own  hand  wrote 
this  title,  Articles  drawn  out  by  some  certain,  and  were  exhibited  to  be 
admitted  by  authority,  but  not  so  allowed;"  and  the  28th  of  these  Orders, 
''Chalices  to  be  alti'red  to  decent  cups." — Annals,  i.  507;  I.  Part  ii.  5G1. 
In  Parker's  Visitation  Articles  of  1569,  he  enquires  "  Whether  they  do 
minister  in  any  pi'ofane  cups,  bowls,  or  dishes,  or  chalices  heretofore  used  at 
Masse,  or  els  in  a  decent  communion  cuppe  provided  and  kept  for  the  same 
purpose  only?" — Wilkins's  Concilia,  fol.  1737;  iv.  258. 

^  Bishop  Parkhurst's  Articles  of  1569  make  enquiry,  "  Whether  you  have 
in  your  Church  .  ,  .  .  a  comly  communion  cup  with  a  cover  ?  " — u-lpprndix 
to  SecjuJ  licport  of  Ritual  Commissioners,  p.  405. 
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Mr.  Octavius  Morgan  has  described  with  his  usual  care 
and  accuracy  the  altered  shape  of  the  Elizabetlian  cup  and 
cover,^  in  words  which  I  cannot  do  better  than  transcribe. 
"  The  foot  is  invariably  round,  instead  of  being  indented 
and  angular.    The  form  of  the  cup  is  altogether  changed, 
and  instead  of  being  a  shallow  Avide  bowl,  it  is  elongated 
into  the  form  of  an  inverted  truncated  cone,  slightly  bell- 
shaped."     The  form  of  the  cover,  he  also  says,  is  "much 
changed "  from  that  of  the  paten,  its  predecessor  :   "  the 
sunk  part  of  the  platter  is  often  considerably  deepened,  the 
brim  luirrowed,  and  thereon  is  fixed  a  rim  or  edge,  by 
which  it  is  made,  when  inverted^  to  fit  on  the  cup  as  a  cover ; 
whilst  a  foot  is  added  to  it,  which  serves  also  as  a  handle 
to  the  cover."     The  paten  at  Gissing,  which  is  the  pre- 
Ileformation  one,  and  has  a  rudely-engraved  head  of  the 
Saviour  in  the  centre,  has  no  foot.    In  one  or  two  cases  the 
foot  seems  to  have  been  lost :  j^ossibly  removed  when  party 
feeling  ran  high,  and  an  incumbent  favoured  the  older 
ritual.    It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  the  remarkable  simi- 
larity of  design  and  shape  in  the  "communion  cups"  of 
Elizabethan  date  all  over  the  country.    The  idea  exists,  as 
Mr.  Cripps  relates,  that  they  were  all  made  by  order,  and 
issued  to  every  parish  by  Government  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament.   ]\Ir.  ]Morgan  has  industriously  searched  through 
the  documentary  annals  of  the  Keformation,  and  injunctions, 
declarations,  orders,  proceedings  of  Convocation,  minutes  of 
l^rivy  Council,  &c.,  without  finding  any  authority  or  di- 
rection of  the  kind.    The  most  probable  suggestion  seems  to 
be  that  some  such  regulation  was  made  by  the  Convocation 
of  1562,  when  many  important   matters   concerning  the 
Church  were  settled,  that  being  the  date  of  the  earliest  of 
these  cups.      l^ossibly  some  one  high  in  authority,  as  the 
Archbishop,  may  have  selected  a  design,  or  have  seen  and 
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approved  one  in  use  in  England  or  abroad,  and  liis  rccom- 
uu'iidntion  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  a  general  adoption 
of  the  pattern  for  the  very  large  supply  that  the  silver- 
Ptniths  must  have  been  called  upon  to  make  tbrougbout  tbe 
country. 

It  may  be  acceptable  to  our  members  to  place  on  record 
hero  some  brief  account  of  each  of  the  marks  with  which 
plate  is  stamped.  The  object  of  the  "  touch  "  or  assay  was, 
of  course,  to  try  whether  an  article  contained  the  proper  pro- 
j>ortion  of  precious  metal  and  alloy  to  constitute  the  English 
standard  or  sterling,  before  it  was  sold  as  such ;  and  if  so, 
to  stamp  it.  The  proportions  now  used,  and  which  have 
Ix-cn  in  use,  with  a  brief  exception,  ever  since  the  Conquest, 
nro  for  gold,  twenty-two  parts  or  carats  of  fine  gold  and 
two  parts  of  alloy  ;  and  for  silver,  II  oz.  2  dwts.  of  fine 
ifiilvcr  and  18  dwts.  of  copper. 

1.  The  LeoparcVs  Head.  (From  1300).  The  heraldic 
reader  will  not  need  to  be  told  that  the  "leopart"  means, 
not  a  leopard,  but  a  lion  passant  guardant.  The  arms  of 
England  are  three  such  '*  leojoards  ;  "  and  it  is  probable  that 
this,  the  earliest  mark,  was  taken  from  the  arms,  and  the 
crown  added  to  show  it  was  the  king's  mark.  The  oldest 
known  statute  on  the  subject  is  the  Act  of  21  Edward  I., 
cap.  20,  which  ordains  that  no  goldsmith  should  make  any 
article  of  gold  or  silver  unless  it  be  of  good  and  true  alloy, 
i.e.,  gold  of  the  standard  of  the  touch  of  Paris,  and  silver  of 
the  sterling  alloy  of  the  coin,  or  better ;  that  all  articles 
should  be  assayed  by  the  warden  of  the  craft,  and  marked 
with  the  leopard's  head,  Sec.  In  1327  the  Goldsmiths' 
Guild  was  incorporated  by  Edward  III.,  and  the  charter 
states,  among  many  other  provisions,  that  in  all  trading- 
cities  in  England  where  goldsmiths  reside,  the  same  ordi- 
nance be  observed  as  in  London,  and  that  one  or  two  of 
every  such  city  or  town  for  the  rest  of  the   trade  shall 
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come  to  London  to  be  ascertained  of  their  touch  of  gold,  and 
to  have  their  works  marked  with  the  puncheon  of  tlie 
leopard's  head,  as  it  was  anciently  ordained.  It  is  of  gToat 
importance,  in  examining  old  plate,  to  notice  tJie  shape  of 
the  pioicJies  ;  in  some  cases,  where  the  date-letter  is  tlio 
same,  these  shapes,  outlines,  squares,  and  shields,  are  tlio 
only  guide  to  the  true  j^ear.  The  leopard's  head  crowned  is 
seen  in  a  plain  circular  outline  until  lo-lG  ;  from  that  date 
until  1678  the  shape  follows  the  outline  of  the  head,  crown, 
and  beard,  so  that  the  mark  is  a  very  distinct  one.  From 
1678  to  1696  the  crowned  head  appears  within  a  clear 
circular  or  rather  oval  outline.  From  March,  1696,  to 
June,  1720,  the  leopard's  head  and  the  lion  passant  were 
discontinued  altogether,  as  will  be  noticed  presently,  and 
Britannia  and  the  lion's  head  erased  substituted.  For  about 
ten  years  from  1720  the  punches  are  of  uncertain  shape,  and 
as  Mr.  Cripps  thinks,  are  like  old  damaged  punches  of  before 
1697  brought  again  into  use.  From  1729  to  1739  the 
leopard's  head  appears  in  a  plain  angular  heraldic  shield ; 
and  from  1739  to  1756  in  a  shaped  shield,  the  base  forming 
a  kind  of  trefoil,  corresponding  with  the  date-letter  shield 
of  the  same  years.  From  1726  to  1823  it  is  placed  within 
a  modern  shield,  with  the  top  corners  cut  off,  and  the  base 
rounded  or  squared,  with  a  slight  cusp  at  the  bottom.  The 
size  also  was  somewhat  diminished  after  1729,  and  the  mane 
and  beard  disappeared.  In  1823  a  more  important  change 
for  the  worse  took  place,  which  continues  to  the  present 
day  :  the  crown  was  omitted,  and  the  face  is  represented 
like  a  real  leopard,  or  rather  a  cat. 

2.  The  Maher's  Mark.  (From  1363).  By  the  37th 
Edward  III.,  cap.  7,  it  was  ordained  that  no  goldsmith 
should  work  any  gold  or  silver  but  of  the  allo}^  of  good 
sterling ;  that  every  master  goldsmith  should  have  a  mark 
by  himself  which  should  be  known  by  them  who  should  be 
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assigned  to  survey  their  work ;  that  the  goldsmiths  ishould 
not  set  their  mark  till  their  work  was  assayed ;  and  that 
after  the  assay  made,  the  surveyor  should  set  the  king's 
murk  upon  it,  and  that  then  the  goldsmith  should  set  his 
mark  for  which  he  should  answer.^  But  few  of  the  early 
makers'  marks  are  known.  Mr.  Cripps  has  tabulated  those 
that  liave  come  under  his  notice,  consisting  of  simple  devices, 
as  a  heart,  a  cross,  or  an  example  of  the  ordinary  "  mer- 
fhant's  mark,"  &c.  After  a  time  the  worker's  initials 
UKjaiue  the  rule.  In  1697  (8  and  9  William  III,,  cap,  8) 
when  the  standard  for  plate  was  raised  above  that  of  the 
coinage,^  (to  prevent  the  melting  down  of  coin  in  order  to 
ri'furnish  the  cupboards  that  had  been  sacrificed  or  confiscated 
in  the  preceding  troubled  times),  it  was  also  enacted  that  the 
worker's  mark  should  be  expressed  by  the  first  two  letters 
of  his  surname.  On  the  restoration  of  the  old  sterling 
standard  in  1720,  the  use  of  ordinary  initals  was  reverted 
to,  and  some  makers  had  two  marks,  one  for  each  standard. 
From  1739,  when  another  act  was  passed,  to  the  present 
(lay,  the  makers'  mark  is  exclusively  the  initials  of  their 
Christian  and  surnames.  These  are  found  in  a  variety  of 
tVjK^s  and  outlines,  and  are  often  accompanied  by  other 
devices  within  the  same  compartment,  as  aniuials'  heads,  t^c, 
and  also  by  certain  minute  marks,  stars,  mullets,  lleur-de- 
lys,  &c.,  which  are  workshop  marks  to  denote  the  particular 
maker  of  the  article. 

3.  The  Annual  Leticr.  (From  1438).  Mr.  Cripps^  has 
given  reasons  for  believing  that  the  annual  letter  was  first 
adopted  in  England  in  1438,  following  the  example  of  the 
French  goldsmiths  in  1427.  But  it  is  not  noticed  in  any 
early  Act  or  Ordinance,  as  it  was  the  assayers'  or  wardens' 
mark  of  the  Goldsmiths  Companj^,  and  any  infringement 
of  its  use  would  come  under  the  notice  of  that  body,  and 

'  Cripps,  p.  29.  -  The  "Britannia"  standard,  ^  Page  72. 
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not  under  any  statutory  provisions  of  Parliament.  Tliw 
most  valuable  mark  enables  us,  by  the  help  of  the  tabid 
compiled  by  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Chaffers,  or  ^Ir.  Cripps,  to 
ascertain  the  precise  year  in  which  any  piece  of  plate  wai 
made.^  The  cycles  of  alphabets  change  every  twenty  years, 
various  types  of  letters  being  used  ;  consequently,  from  143>^ 
to  the  present  time,  as  many  as  twenty-three  cycles  luivo 
come  round,  the  twenty-third  being  now  in  progress.  The 
only  break  was  in  1696,  on  the  introduction  of  the  new- 
standard,  when  new  marks  were  appointed,  and  a  fresh 
alphabet  begun.  As  the  change  of  letter  occurs  on  May 
29th  in  each  year,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  in  determininj^ 
a  date  that  each  letter  serves  for  a  portion  of  two  years. 

4.  The  Lion  passant.  (From  1545).  The  exact  date  of 
the  introduction  of  this  mark,  and  its  exact  purpose,  are  not 
certainly  known.  It  is  never  found  before  1540 ;  and 
Mr.  Cripps  thinks  it  was  adopted  by  Henry  VIII.,  when 
the  fineness  of  the  silver  coin  of  the  realm  was  for  the  first 
time  lowered,  to  show  that  the  plate  bearing  it  was  of  the 
old  sterling  standard,  and  not  reduced  to  that  of  the  coinage. 
From  1545,  when  the  first  dated  example  occurs,  to  1678, 
it  is  seen  in  a  punch  of  the  same  irregular  outline  as  itself. 
From  1678  to  the  introduction  of  the  new  standard  in 
1696-7,  it  is  in  a  plain  rectangle  with  the  upper  corners 
rounded  ofi".  It  was  not  used  at  all  while  the  liritannia 
standard  prevailed  (1697 — 1720)  as  will  be  noticed  under 
the  next  marks.  It  reappears  with  the  return  to  the  old 
standard,  and  from  1729  to  1739  is  placed  in  an  oblong 
rectangle ;  then,  till  1756,  the  oblong  is  slightly  cusped  or 

invecked  "  at  the  bottom  and  sides  ;  and  from  that  time  to 
the  present  the  oblong  is  straight- sided,  with  a  small  cusp 
at  the  bottom,  as  in  a  shield. 

*  Mr.  Cripps' s  tables  should  be  consulted  in  preference  to  the  others,  as 
being  more  full,  accurate,  and  convenient. 
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5  and  6.  The  Lion^s  Head  erased,  and  figure  of  Britannia. 
(From  1G97).  At  this  date  tlie  standard  for  silver  plate 
was  raised  from  11  oz.  2  dwts.  to  11  oz.  10  dwts.  fine,  and 
these  two  marks  were  substituted  for  tlie  leopard's  head 
c^o^v^led  and  the  lion  passant.  The  alteration,  however,  only 
continued  until  June,  1720,  when  the  old  sterling  standard 
WQ8  restored.  The  higher  standard  was  nevertheless  and 
•till  is  legal,  and  if  plate  of  such  quality  is  made,  it  must 
bo  stamped  with  these  marks.  It  is  rare,  however,  to  find 
any  nnich  later  than  1720.  During  the  few  years  when 
this  standard  was  the  only  lawful  one,  much  plate,  especially 
domestic,  was  made,  and  is  easily  recognized  by  these  stamps 
and  the  court-hand  alphabet  which  accompanied  them,  and 
it  is,  of  course,  for  its  high  quality  much  esteemed. 

7.  The  Sovereign's  Head.  (From  1784).  This  is  the 
duty  mark,  imposed  by  the  24th  George  TIL,  cap.  53,  on 
all  plate  liable  to  be  assayed,  and  not  exempted.  In  1784-5 
it  is  found  in  intaglio  instead  of  in  relief,  Avith  the  head  to 
the  left.  Afterwards  it  is  in  relief  like  other  marks,  with 
the  profile  to  the  right ;  but  under  the  present  reign  the 
Queen's  head  is  turned  to  the  left  again. 

The  foregoing  remarks  apply  exclusively  to  the  London 
Assay  Office.  Several  other  towns  besides  Norwich,  viz., 
York,  Newcastle,  Chester,  Exeter,  Lincoln,  Bristol,  Coventry, 
hud  their  own  offices  from  early  times,  and  distinct  cycles 
of  annual  letters.  Edinburgh  and  Dublin  had  also  their 
own.  In  1701,  on  the  passing  of  an  Act  on  the  subject, 
York,  Bristol,  Exeter,  Chester,  Norwich,  and  (1702)  New- 
castle, continued  to  assay  plate  under  new  provisions.  For 
particulars  of  these  provincial  offices,  and  their  date-letters 
and  makers'  marks,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  works 
on  the  subject  already  quoted.     In  Norwich  the  assay er's 
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office  seems  to  liave  fallen  into  disuse  after  tlie  middle  <.4 
the  seventeenth  century.  A  goldsmiths  compan}^  still  ex. 
isted  when  the  Act  of  William  III.  came  into  operation,  and 
one  William  llartstongue  was  sworn  Assayer  in  1702/  but 
nothing  is  known  of  its  ultimate  history. 

A  few  exceptional  marks  sometimes  occur,  as  at  Fersficld, 
Pulham  St.  Mary,  and  Tivetshall.  They  are  probably 
provincial,  but  nothing  is  certain  at  present  about  them.- 

There  is  also  sometimes  found  on  Norwich  plate,  adjoining 
the  hall  marks,  a  punched  line  about  half  an  inch  in  length, 
of  a  dancctte  or  herring-bone  shape,  of  which  I  can  ofTer 
no  explanation. 


The  entire  absence  of  marks  on  many  Elizabethan  speci- 
mens is  also  puzzling.  For  some  reason  or  other  the  law 
was  not  complied  with,  and  the  plate  was  not  assayed ; 
possibly,  as  Mr.  A.  W.  Franks  has  suggested  to  me,  because 
it  was  not  made  for  sale,  church  plate  being  inalienable.  I 
shall  be  grateful  to  any  persons  who  will  send  me  particulars 
of  any  Norwich  plate  they  may  have  access  to,  either  in 
their  churches  or  in  private  possession.^ 

1  Ewing,  p.  33;  Cripps,  p.  128. 

2  Ibid.,  p.  114. 

^  I  am  sorry  to  learn,  from  some  of  the  principal  London  silversmiths, 
that  of  late  years  a  considerahle  amount  of  Elizabethan  and  other  plate  has 
been  sold  or  exchanged  by  clergymen  and  churchwardens,  chiefly  where 
high  ritual  prevails,  for  modern  plate  of  mediaeval  pattern.  However 
beautiful  and  fitting  these  may.  be,  it  would  be  far  better  to  keep  the  old 
plate,  at  a  slight  additional  expense  ;  and  without  a  faculty  the  sale  is 
illegal. 


MARKS   ON    CHALICE,    DISS,  1564. 
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DATE  OF  ]\IANUFACTURE 
AND  NOTES. 

1627. 

Circa  1650. 
1567.  Fine. 
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Inscriptions, 
&c. 

^atrn.     Cover  to 
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irlacfon.  (iewter.) 
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three  crescents. 

ffi^fjalicc.  Circular 
band. 
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PARISH. 
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St.  Mar- 

GARET. 

i 

FAKTHING 
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Sale  of  tJie  Old  CJiiircJi  Plate  of  Diss  to  Henry  Ratcliff, 
Second  Earl  of  Sussex,  1 546. 

[Referred  to  p.  93.] 

The  following  are  the  clocuments  referred  to  by  Blomcfield 
(i.  28)  respecting  this  transaction.  The  Earl  was  lord  of  the 
manor  and  patron.  Ey  the  bond  here  printed,  which,  with  the 
letter  following,  is  preserved  among  some  court-rolls  and  other 
papers  belonging  to  the  rectory,  he  agreed,  August  15th,  1546, 
t<i  give  the  inhabitants  twenty  marks  for  their  plate ;  and  in  the 
letter  dated  from  his  manor  of  Attleburgh,  July  25th,  1547,  he 
desires  to  have  the  preferment  of  such  portion  more  as  should  be 
sold,  for  which  he  would  recompense  them  and  theirs.  Blomc- 
field says,  I  never  could  meet  with  an  account  of  the  plate,  but 
do  not  doubt  but  that  it  was  fine  and  valuable,  else  so  great  a 
man  as  the  Earl  would  never  have  thought  it  worth  his  while  to 
trouble  himself  about  it.  I  find  that  they  sold  all  so  far  that  in 
1572  they  had  only  one  cup  of  23  oz.  weight." 

''This  bill  made  the  xv"'  day  of  August  in  the  first  yere  of  the 
Reigne  of  o""  most  dread  soveraignc  Lord  Edward  the  Sixe  by  the 
grace  of  god  king  of  England  ffrance  and  Irlond  defender  of  the 
faith  and  in  earth  of  the  church  of  England  and  Irlond  Supreme 
Heade,  witnesseth  that  I  Henry  Erie  of  Sussex  do  [owe]  unto 
l\obt.  Huntt  John  fiolser  thelder  Hog.  ft'olser  AVilbn  Davie  liugli 
Akh'cd  and  llobt.  fi'uUer  Inhabitantts  of  the  towne  of  Disse  twentie 
niks  sterling  for  cer  ....  plate  bought  of  them  and  other  thinhabi- 
tants  of  the  seid  towne.  To  be  paidd  unto  the  seid  Kobt.  Hunt 
or  one  of  them  aforenamed  ther  Executors  or  administratt  that  is  to 
say,  therof  in  the  feast  of  Easter  which  slialbe  iu  the  yere  of  our 
Lord  god  mdIJ  Six  pounds  xiij'.  iiij'^.  st.  And  in  the  feast  of  S'. 
Michell  tharchangcll  then  next  &  immediatelie  folowiug  other  Six 
powndes  xiij".  iiij''  st.  To  w'''  payment  well  and  trulie  to  be  made, 
I  bind  me  my  Heires  Executors  and  Administratours  by  thies  ptes. 
In  witnes  wheruf  I  the  seid  Erie  have  signed  this  bill  with  my 
owne  hande,  and  sette  my  scale  the  day  and  yere  first  above 
menc'oned. 

''HENRY  SUSSEX." 
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In  the  letter  following  Blomefield  has  mistaken  the  date  for  1587. 
The  old  form  of  4  in  Arabic  numerals,  half  an  eight,  has  misled 
him. 

*'  I  comende  me  unto  you.  And  wheras  I  have  alredy  receyvetl 
part  of  the  Towne  plate  of  Dysse,  and  as  I  doute  not  but  that  you 
thenhabytants  there  are  right  confirmable  &  well  contented  that  I 
shulde  have  the  p'ferment  therof  &  of  the  sale  of  such  porcon  more 
as  may  be  utterde  &  soldo  at  a  convenyent  &  more  resonable  p'ce 
then  any  other  because  you  here  yo'  good  herts  &  lovyge  myndes 
towards  me  theryn,  gyvyng  you  therfor  right  licrty  thanks  ffor 
the  wichc  also  I  am  mynded  &  shalbe  contented  to  appoynt  my 
warruntf  to  be  directed  to  my  ballyff  there  &  other  my  officers  to 
be  p''  &  satysfied  ev'y  half  yere  suche  Some  as  shalbe  agreed  & 
det'myned  for  the  same  out  of  my  Revenues  of  my  manor  of  dysse 
aforesaid.    Wherfor  I  requ  ....  &  desyr  you  &  ev'y  of  you  of 

thenhabytants  &  honest  discrete  the  same  Towne  assem- 

blynge  y'"selves  together,  that  you  shall  take  suche  order  &  steyo 
for  the  p'ce  &  dayes  of  payment  for  the  seid  plate  as  I  may  have 
juste  cause  to  yelde  unto  you  thankes  fo''  yo''  seid  gentill  good 
wylles  wiche  I  have  alredy  ben  enformed  of,  and  lyke  as  I  have 
confydence  in  all  yo'  good  herts  towards  me  heryn,  evyn  so  I  Avolde 
be  sory  to  understonde  that  any  of  you  shuld  by  the  fyrther  avawu- 
cynge  of  the  thinge  hyndi-e  me  in  the  same.  Not  doughtynge  but 
that  you  wyll  weigh  and  ponder  the  same  at  my  hands  to  be 
therafter  recompensed  in  soche  sort  as  I  may  do  to  you  and  yours 
good  and  thus  adv'tyzynge  me  of  yo""  det'myned  myndos  heryn 
by  my  feithfull  s'vnt  &  surveyo""  whome  I  have  apoyntcd  in  my 
behalf  &  for  that  p^'pose  to  make  relacon  unto  mo  as  well  of  yo'' 
names  as  also  of  yo'  pcedynge  w*  yo'  seid  good  wyll  for  thanks  to 
be  rendred  accordyngly.  I  bydde  you  all  farewelle.  li'rom  my 
man'  of  Attilburgh  the  xxv^''  of  July,  1547. 

"  Yo'  lovynge  &  assured  good  lord, 

"IIENKY  SUSSEX." 
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Note  {2)2)age  103.  These  three  pieces  were  the  private  Gommunion 
plate  of  Archbishop  Sancroft  (born  at  Fressingfield  1616,  died  there 
2lfh  November,  1693.)  In  the  Starston  Parish  Eegister  is  the 
following:  "  A  Copj'  of  a  Parish  Order,  agreed  at  a  Parish  Meeting 
this  2  day  of  Dec,  1742,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Minister,  Church- 
wardens, and  Inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Starston  be  givin  to  M". 
Sancroft  for  her  late  handsome  present  of  plate  to  the  said  Parish 
Church,  consisting  of  one  silver  chalice  &  cover,  &  of  one  silver 
patiii,  &  that  D^  "Williams  be  deputed  to  wait  upon  the  said  Lady, 
&  in  the  name  of  the  Parish  to  present  the  same  to  her. 

"  Ph.  AVilliams,  Hector  of  the  Parish. 

"N.B. — The  above  communion  plate  was  the  private  communion 
plate  of  the  late  Archbishop  after  his  deprivation  in  his  Chappel  at 
Frissiugfield :  the  inscription  upon  the  side  of  the  cup,  &  upon  the 
rim  of  the  patin,  deo  servatoei  saciium:  upon  the  top  of  the  cover, 
15(37:  the  weight  of  all  above  20  ounces;  the  Lady  who  gave  it 
Catharine  widow  of  W^"".  Sanoroft,  Esq.,  &  4^''  daughter  of  S""  John 
Cotton,  Baronet." 

On  the  next  page  :  ''A  Parish  Order  in  the  same  form  was  made 
Dec.  27,  1742,  to  return  Miss  Catherine  Sancroft,  2^^^  daughter  of 
the  before  named  AV"\  and  Catharine  Sancroft,  the  thanks  of  the 
Minister,  Churchwardens,  &  Inhabitants  for  a  present  made  by  her 
to  the  Communion  Table  of  one  fine  Damask  Table  Cloath,  &  of  one 
Damask  Napkin  on  which  is  woven  the  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
pouring  oil  &  wine  into  the  Traveller's  wounds.  It  is  marked  W. 
S.  &  the  Table  Cloath  is  a  Forest  piece  &  marked  W.  C." 

The  Archbishop  died  unmarried.  The  lady  above-mentioned 
was  the  wife  of  his  great-nephew,  AYilliam  Sancroft,  Esq.,  of 
Exning,  whose  sister  Elizabeth  married  John  Wogan,  Esq.,  of 
Gawdy  Hall,  Iledenhall.  A  branch  of  the  Cotton  fiimily  had  a 
seat  in  Starston  parish  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries. 
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The  following  Extracts  from  the  Keturns  of  the  Com- 
missioners as  to  Church  Goods,  6  Edward  YL,  already 
mentioned,  show  the  amount  of  plate  then  in  the  Deanery 
of  Redenhall. 

[Public  Eecord  Office.  Norfolk  Church  Goods, 
6  Edward  YL,  vols,  iii.,  iv.,  v.  ;  Nos.  501,  502, 
and  503,  Augmentation  Office.] 

Akleherghe.    One  chales  w^^'  a  paten  syllvcr  \ 

pcell   gilte  weyinge   xij  unnces  &   evy  ^  xliiij^ 
ounce  valewed  at  iij^  viij'^         .        .        .  ' 
The    chalice   assigned   for  service. 
The  edge  of  the  paper  being  destroyed, 
it  is  not  certain  whether  the  paten  was 
included  with  it.  . 

ByUingford.    A  chales  w^^^  a  patent  whyt  sylver  )  1^  {sic)  has 


weying  xiij  uncf  dl  &  evy  unce  valued  at  \  been 
iij^  iiij'^    •        .        .        •        •        .        .  )  altered. 
Assigned  for  service.     The  chalice 
''weying  xiij  unces." 


Breasyngham.    On  challes  percell   gylt  w*  a  ) 

patten  wayeng  vj   ounces,  evy  ounce  at  /  xxij^ 

iij'  viij'i  ) 

Assigned  for  service. 

BrocMyshe.    No  silver  vessels. 

Byrston.    One  chaleys  wythe  a  patyn  of  sylv  ^ 

pcell  gylt  weying  vij  ouncf  at  iij^  viij*' >  xxv^  viij*^ 
the  ounce        .       .        .        .       .  .) 

Both  assigned  for  service. 


Ill 


Denton.    One  chales      a  patent  of  silver  pcell  ^ 

gilt  conteyning  x  owncf  at  iij^  viij'^  tlie  ^  xxxvj^  viij'* 
ownce  ...... 

Both  assigned  for  service. 


Dchylhoroiight.  « ij  payer  of  clialys  w*^  too  patyns  \ 

of  sylv  gylt  weying  xxviij  oiincf  and  half  \  vj^^  xxij 
a  q^rt^  at  iiij'  iij''  tlie  ounce       .       .        .  ) 
A  chalice  and  paten  assigned  for  service. 


Diss.    One  payer  of  chales  of  sylv  and  gylt  \ 

the  patent  conteyneng  xx^  nncf  at  j  iij^^  xiij^  iiij' 
iij^  viij''  the  unce  ..... 
Assigned  for  service. 


Ersham.    One  chaleis  w^^  a  paten  sylv  pcell  ^ 

gilte  weynge  xiiij  ounces  evy  unce  vale  wed  >  Ij^  iiij'' 

at  iij^  viij'^  ) 

Assigned  for  service. 

Fenfeld.    j  chal5^s       the  patyne  of  silv  pcelH  ^...^ 
gilte  weyeng  xij  ouncf  the  on*=^  at  iij^  viij'^ )  ^ 
Both  assigned  for  service. 


Gyssynge.    One   challys  w*^  a  patayne  ^   of ) 
sylver  pcell  gylte  wayinge   xv   ownces.  /  lv° 
The  ounce  at  iij^  viij^       .        .        .        .  ) 
Both  assig-ned  for  service. 


Needham.    Not  mentioned.    [Being  a  chapel  to  Mendham, 
Suffolk,  it  would  be  returned  in  a  different  Hundred.] 

1  No  doubt  the  same  paten  as  now  in  use. 
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Falham  Mary.  Too  chaleyces  w^''  patents  of 
sylv  pcell  gylt  weying  xxxviij  OAvncf  &  di 
wherof  one  wayeth  xxj  owncef  &  y*^  other 
xvij  owncf  &  dl  &  evy  mice  yalued  at 
iij®  viij'^.      One  pax  of  sylv  pcell  gylt 


vj^'  xix^iiij'' 

(sic) 


wayeing  iiij°^  uncf  &  evy  mice  valued  at )  xiiij^  viij' 


iij^  viij^^ 


The  chalice  weighing  17  ounces  as- 
signed for  service. 

Pulham  Magdalen.    One  chalys  of  sylv  percyll 


gylt  of  vij  ownces  evy  ownce  valued  at  [xxv^  viij'' 

iij'^  ^ 

Assigned  for  service. 


iij'  viij'^ 


Reddenhall.    One   chales  wyth  the  paten  of ) 

sylv  &  holl  gilt  weyng  xvj  owncf  di  &  di  /  iij'*  xij^  ob 
qt^  the  ownce  valued  at  iiij^  iiij'^      .        .  ) 


Roy  don.    A  chales  w^  a  patyne  of  sylver  pcell  J 

gylte  weyeng  viij  ouncf  iij  qr?  valued  atVxxxij^  j' 
iij^  viij*^  the  ounce    .        .        .        .        .  ) 

The  chalice  only  assigned  for  service. 


xxxv^ 


RnsaJe.    A  chales  w*  a  paten  of  sylv  nat  gilt 
weyng  x  ownces  di  at  iij^  iiij''  the  ownce  . 

Assigned  for  service. 
Scole.    No  plate. 


Shelffanger.     A  chales  w^  a  patyne  of  Sylver  \ 

pcell  gylte  weyeng  ix  ouncf  iij  qr*^  valued  \  xxxv®  ix'* 
at  iij^  viij''  the  ounce        .        •        .        .  / 
Chalice  only  assigned  for  service. 

-  I.e.  IBf  ounces. 
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Sfn'tnpltng.    ij  caleis  eilv  one  weinge  vj  oimcf  \  ... 
the  other  iiij  ouncf  evy  ounce  iij^  viij'^      .  )  '^^^^-^ 

One  pax  silv  ncell  o;ilte  Inameled  weino-e  )  

VJ  oimct;  ev  onnce  at  iij**  viij'^    .        .        -  ) 
The  smaller  chalice  assigned  for  service. 

Sfnrstoii.    One  chales§e        a  patent  of  sylv) 

pcell  gylt  weyeng  xiij  onncf  &  evy  onnce /xlvij^  viij'^ 
valued  at  iij^  viij'^     .        .        .        .        .  ) 
Assigned  for  service. 

Thelveton.    Wo  return. 

Thorpp  Abbat^.    A  chales  pcell  gylte  w^''  a  y 

patent  wajdng  vj  unces  &  ev'y  unce  valued  [xxij^ 
at  iij^  viij*^       ......  ^ 

Assigned  for  service. 


livettsale  S  ce  Mane.    On  challes      a  patten  \   

...  { XXVIJ^  Vll] 

•  of  sylv  percell  gylt  wayeng  viij  ounces  at        ^  .  ^  ' 
iij^  viij''  onnce  . 

Assigned  for  service. 


Tivetsale  S'ce  Margarete.       On  challes  •d\ 

patten  percell  gylt  wayeng  v  ounces  di  /  xx^  ij'' 
evy  ounce  at  iij^  viij'^        .        .        .        .  / 
Assigned  for  service. 

Wynfarthyng .    On  chales  w*  a  patyne  of  sylverN 

pcell  gylte  weyeng  xj  ouncf  at  iij^  viij''  ^  xl^  iiij'^ 
the  ounce 

Chalice  only  assigned  for  service. 


VOL.  IX.] 
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CjjHttcr  of  Sir  Cljonras  ^rpingljam  m\ii  Hno%r, 


FEOFFEES  FOR  THE  LORD  DE  MORLEY, 

Dated  2^th  March,  S  Henry  V.,  in  the  posse ssiofi  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  WrigJit  of  Tliiixton. 


COMMUNICATED  BY 


G.    A.    CARTHEW,    ESQ.,    F.S.A.,  M.A.I. 


Of  Sir  Thomas  Erpingliam,  the  first  party  to  the  Inden- 
ture copied  and  transhated  Lelow,  I  can  say  nothing  that  is 
not  well  known  both  to  citizens  of  Norwich  as  the  founder 
of  the  Erpingham  Gate,  and  to  all  readers  of  English 
history  in  Shakspeare  as  "good  old  knight,"  and  "old 
Sir  Thomas  Erpingham."  [King  Henry  V.)  His  seal  at- 
tached to  it  is  of  great  beauty.  Although  an  important 
party  to  this  deed,  he  had  no  other  interest  in  the  manors 
and  property  which  were  affected  by  it  than  as  a  feoffee  or 
trustee,  jointly  with  Ilichard  Drewe  (the  other  conveying 
party),  Henry  late  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich  (Henry  de 
Spenser  the  famous  warrior),  and  others  deceased,  whose 
names  are  not  given,  for  Thomas,  a  former  Lord  Morley, 
under  a  deed  dated  on  Thursday  after  the  Feast  of  St. 
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Margaret,  in  the  second  year  of  King  Henry  IV.,  answering 
to  the  2l8t  of  July,  1401.  This  Thomas  Lord  Morley  was 
iummoned  to  Parliament  from  1381  (5  Richard  II.)  to 
4  Henry  Y.  (1415),  in  which  year  he  died,  leaving  Anne 
his  second  wife,  daughter  of  Edward  Lord  Despenscr 
and  widow  of  Sir  Hugh  Hastings  of  Elsing  ;  his  estate 
descending  to  Thomas  Lord  Morley  his  grandson,  then 
tTventy-eight  years  of  age,  (Sir  Robert  Morley  the  eldest 
ton  having  died  in  his  father's  lifetime)  subject  to  the 
dower  of  his  grandmother  Anne,  which  entitled  her  to  a 
life  interest  in  one-third. 

Isabella,  the  wife  of  Thomas  the  grandson,  was  a  daughter 
of  Michael  de  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  thereupon  he 
called  upon  his  feoffees  to  make  a  regrant  and  resettle  the 
estate,  which  they  carried  into  effect  by  the  deed  now 
produced,  on  the  25th  of  March,  in  the  eighth  year  of 
King  Henry  V.,  which  was  the  first  day  of  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1420  (old  style),  the  limitation  being  to  Thomas  the 
party  and  Isabella  and  their  lawful  issue  ;  but,  in  default 
of  such  issue,  to  the  right  heirs  of  Thomas  the  grandfather. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  14  Henry  YL,  1435,  he  and 
Isabella  were  jointly  seized  of  the  estate.  They  were  both 
buried  in  Ilingliam  Church,  we  are  told,  under  the  fine 
inarched  monument  in  the  north  wall. 

Robert  Lord  Morley,  his  son,  who  was  sixteen  years  old 
at  his  father's  death,  in  the  same  year  confirmed  to  Isabel 
his  mother  all  her  right  in  the  manor  and  advowson  of 
Eingham,  and  the  fishery  called  Semer',  and  manors  and 
advowsons  of  Aldby  or  Alby,^  Hokering,  Folsham,  Morley 
Swanton,  and  the  hundreds  of  Eynsford  and  Forehoe,  with 
the  advowsons  of  Brandon  Parva,  Bintre,  Itateshalle  Burgh, 
and  Hadisco  Thorpe,  almost  all  of  which  are  mentioned 
and  included  in  the  charter  now  produced. 


^  Alby  is  in  South  Erpingham  Hundred. 

I  2 
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By  Ike  marriage  of  Alieiiora,  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
this  Eobert,  who  died  in  111:'3,  with  William  Level,  the 
barony  and  estates  came  into  the  Level  famil}^,  who  were 
also  owners  of  the  manor  and  estate  of  East  ITarling,  which 
afterwards  passed  by  purchase  into  the  family  of  Wright, 
and  with  it  apparently  a  grout  many  old  charters  and  deeds 
relating  to  other  property  bcdides  Harling,  which  are  now 
in  the  possession  of  a  descendant,  the  Kev.  Henry  Wright, 
who  has  kindly  permitted  lue  to  lay  tliis  deed  before  you, 
and  to  make  a  copy  and  translation  of  it. 

Of  Richard  Drewe,  the  otlior  conveying  party,  all  I  know 
is  from  IMomefield,  who  says  that  a  person  of  that  name  was 
bailiff  of  the  city  of  Norwich  in.  1398,  sheriff  in  1406,  and 
mayor  in  1412. 

The  following  is  a  verbatiia  copy  of  the  deed : — 

Sciant  psentes  '\  futuri  qd  iios  Thomas  Erpyngham  miles 
liicus  Drewe  concessimu--,  tlimisimus  tradidimus  T,  hac 
presenti  carta  triptita  indeutaV  confirniauimus  Thome  dno 
de  Morlee  T:  Isabelle  uxori  eiiis  daas  ptes  manerio|s  de  Aldeby 
T:  Ilokeryng  cum  ptinentiiy  iii  coniitatu  Norff.  duas  ptes 
cuiusdam  piscarie  in  Ilenghaai  vocat  Semer'  ac  duas  ptes 
hundr''  de  Eynesford  in  eodtiu  comitat  cum  ptinentiis  una 
cum  reversione  tarn  t'cie  p(is  predci  ma8ij  de  Aldeby  1 
Vcie  ptis  predci  manerii  de  llokeryng  T:  tercie  ptis  predict 
piscarie  qfh  tercie  ptis  predci  liundf  post  mortem  Anne 
nup  vxoris  Thome  nup  dni  do  morlee  aui  predci  Thome 
nunc  dni  de  morlee  que  predcas  (.ortias  ptes  tenet  in  dotem 
suam  ex  dotacione  j^redci  Thome  nup  dni  de  morlee  simul 
ciirn.  advocacionibus  Prioratum  '  t  ecclia^  de  Ilenhgm  Brandon 
Eolsham  l^yntre  Ilokeryog  mateshale  Bergh  ''I  Iladesco 
Thorpp  cum  ptinentiis  in  coiuitat  pedco  cum  omnibus  dnijs 
warenii  libertatibus  visib)  fraiiciplegg  redditibus  T:  servic 
tarn  libo?  qm  natiuo^  homag  relev'  escaetis  cur  sect  cuf 
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moleudin  villan  cum  eo?s  villeiiag  moris  mariscis  tiirbar 
Kjuis  piscaf  viis  semitis  cum  oniiribu.s  aliis  commoclitatibus 
1  ptin  quibuscunq^  dcis  maneriis  piscarie  1  buiiclred  aut 
niisionibus  predcis  qualitercumq,  spectantibus  sine  ptinen?. 
(iuo  quidem  maneria  piscaria  liundred  advocaciones  cum 
•  .mnibus  ptinentiis  suis  predcis  nos  prefati  Thomas  Erpyngbam 
1  Ricus  Drew  vna  cum  Henrico  luip  Epo  Norwicen  '^t  aliis 
l\m  defunctis  in?  alia  huimus  ex  donu  1  feofFamento  predci 
iliome  nup  dni  de  morlee  p  .  .  .  .  .  cartam  suam  cui'  dat 
lit  apud  Aldeby  die  Jouis  px  post  festum  see  margarete 
virgiuis  Anno  regni  Regis  Ilenrici  qttarti  post  conquestum 
i'do  Heiid  T:  tenend  predic?  dua^>  ptes  maniojj  piscarie 
hundred  predco?  reuersiones  H  advocaciones  prioratum  '\ 
ifclia?  cum  omnibus  ptinent  suis  predicis  pdcis  Thome  nunc 
duo  de  Morlee  T:  Isabelle  T:  hciiodibas  de  corporibus  cop 
li'gitio  exeunt  de  capit  dnis  feed  ill'  p  seruis'  inde  debit'  1; 
ill'  ill?  consuet.  Ita  qd  si  contingat  predcos  Thomam  nunc 
riiiiii  de  Morlee  Isabellam  sine  herede  de  corporibus  eo^ 
Itgitie  exeun?  obire  qd  tuc  jnodco  due  ptes  maneriop 
jiiscarie  T;  hundred  predcop  reuersiones  advocaciones  prior- 
alum  T;  ecclia^  cum  omnibiis  ptiiunt  suis  predcis  remaneant 
ri'ctis  heredibus  predci  Thome  inq)  dni  de  morlee  Tenend 
alhi  1  heredibus  suis  imppm  de  capit;  dnis  food  ill'  p  auic 
inde  debit  1  de  iuf  consuet  imppiia.  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu 
taui  uui  parte  presentis  carte  peiics  dcos  Thomam  nunc  dnm 
de  morlee  T;  Isabellam  ""t  heredes  siius  predic?  reman  qm 
alteri  pti  eiusdem  carte  penes  rectos  lieredes  predci  Thome 
nup  dni  de  morlee  reman  nos  piodri  Thomas  Erpyngham 
1  Ricus  Drewe  sigilla  nra  ap[)03uimus,  tertie  vero  pti 
i.'iusdem  carte  penes  nos  remafi  predci  Thomas  nunc  dns 
de  Morlee  ^  Isabella  sigilla  sua  appo.yiierunt  Dat'  vicesimo 
(piinto  die  marcii  Anno  regni  liegia  Ilenrici  quinti  post 
conquestum  octauo. 

Two  seals  are  appended :  the  lirst,  circular,  one  inch  and 
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four-fiftlis  in  diameter,  on  whicli  is  a  shield  inclined  under 
a  heaume  and  mantel,  crested  by  a  pyramid  of  feathers  or 
leaves  issuing  out  of  a  ducal  crown,  and  supported  on  each 
side  by  an  eagle  or  falcon  with  wings  expanded.  The 
bearing  on  the  shield  is  an  inescutcheon  within  an  orle  of 
martlets.  The  legend,  <Sl(Jtll  t\}Omt  er|jpg!}am.  The 
second,  a  small  circle  containing  a  foliated  cross  between 
apparently  two  annulets  (?)  on  the  dexter  side,  and  two 
martlets  on  the  sinister  or,  between  four  annulets.  Both  arc 
unfortunately  somewhat  obliterated,  but  as  accurately  as  can 
be  are  lithographed  in  the  accompanying  illustration. 

Translation. 

Know,  living  and  to  come,  that  we,  Thomas  Urpyngham, 
Knight,  and  Richard  Drewe,  have  granted,  demised,  delivered, 
and  by  this  present  deed  indented,  in  three  parts,  confirmed 
to  Thomas  Lord  de  Mor/ee  and  Isabella  his  wife  two  parts 
of  the  manors  of  Aldehy  and  Holceryng,  w4th  their  appiu"- 
tenances,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  two  parts  of  a  fishery 
in  Hengham  called  Semere,  and  two  parts  of  the  hundred 
of  Eynesford  in  the  same  county,  with  the  appurtenances, 
together  with  the  reversion  of  the  other  third  part  of  the 
aforesaid  manors  of  Aldcb)^  and  Hokeryng,  and  the  third 
part  of  the  aforesaid  fishery,  as  also  the  third  part  of  the 
aforesaid  hundred,  after  the  death  of  Anne  late  wife  of 
Thomas  Lord  de  Morlee,  grandfather  of  the  said  Thomas 
now  Lord  de  Morlee,  which  said  third  parts  she  holds  in 
dower  from  the  endowment  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  late 
Lord  de  Morlee,  together  with  the  advowsons  of  the  priories 
and  churches  of  Hingham,  Brandon,  Folsham,  and  Bintre, 
Hokeryng,  Mateshale  Bergh,  and  Hadesco  Thorp,  with  the 
appurtenances  in  the  same  county,  with  all  lordships, 
warrens,  liberties,  views  of  frank-pledge,  rents  and  services 
both  of  freemen  and  bondmen,  homages,  reliefs,  escheats, 
courts,  suit  of  court,  mills,  villans  with  their  villenages, 
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iBOors,  marslies,  turbaries,  waters,  fisheries,  ways,  paths,  and 
«!i  other  commodities  and  appurtenances  to  the  said  manors, 
diliory,  and  hundi-ed,  or  reversions  aforesaid,  whatsoever 
belonging  or  appertaining.  Which  said  manors,  fishery, 
hundred,  advowsons,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  we  the 
tforcsaid  Thomas  Erpingham  and  Kichard  Drewe,  together 
with  Henry  late  Bishop  of  Norwich  and  others  now  deceased, 
h&ri  from  the  grant  and  feoffhient  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas 
lato  Lord  de  Morlee,  by  deed  dated  at  Aldeby  on  Thursday 
ilJ'^r  the  festival  of  St.  Margaret  the  Virgin,^  in  the  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Fourth  after  the 
Conquest.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  two  parts  of  the 
ciunors,  fishery,  and  hundred  aforesaid,  reversions,  advowsons 
of  priories  and  churches,  with  every  of  their  appurtenances, 
to  the  aforesaid  Thomas  present  Lord  de  Morlee  and  Isabella, 
and  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  lawfully  issuing,  of  the  capital 
lords  of  that  fee  by  the  services  therefore  due  and  of 
right  accustomed.  Provided,  if  the  said  Thomas  now  Lord 
de  Morlee  and  Isabella  shall  happen  to  die  without 
heirs  of  their  bodies  lawfully  issuing,  then  the  aforesaid 
two  parts  of  the  manors,  fisher}^,  and  hundred  afore- 
mentioned, reversions  and  advowsons  of  priories  and  churches, 
with  all  their  appurtenances,  shall  remain  to  the  right  heirs 
of  the  said  Thomas  late  Lord  de  Morlee,  to  hold  to  tlieni 
and  their  heirs  for  ever  of  the  chief  lords  of  that  fee  by 
the  services  therefore  due  and  of  right  accustomed  for  ever. 
In  witness  whereof,  as  well  to  one  part  of  this  present 
charter  to  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  said  Thomas  now 
Lord  de  Morlee  and  Isabella  and  their  heirs  as  aforesaid, 
as  to  another  part  of  the  same  to  remain  in  the  custody 
of  the  right  heirs  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  late  Lord  de 
Morlee,  we  the  said  Thomas  Erpyngham  and  Richard 
Drewe  have  afiixed  our  seals;  but  to  a  third  part  of  the 
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same  charter  remaining  in  our  custody  the  aforesaid  Thoniufli 
now  Lord  de  Morlee  and  Isabella  have  affixed  their  bcak 
Dated  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  eightli  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Fifth  after  the  Conquest. 

Indorsed — 

Carta  de  Halby,  Hokeryng  et  Eynysforth. 
And  in  a  later  hand — 

The  niannors  of  Aldbye,  Plockeringe, 
Hinghm  mere  &  divers  advowsous. 


'    E  X  T  E  A  C  T  S 

FROM 

papers  iit  %  Cjjurcjr  Cj)fst  of  Minnonblijnit. 


COMMUNICATED  PY 

G.  A.    CARTIIEW,  ESQ.,   F.S.A.,  M  A. I.,  &c. 


INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 

"Refokp.  their  dissolution  in  the  reij^n  of  Kin^  Edward  VI. 
tliero  was  scarcely  a  parish  that  had  not  its  Gild,  and 
many  parishes  had  several,  but  of  their  organisation  and 
management  we  have  but  scant  information.  As  gilds 
and  other  friendly  societies  are  being  much  revived  through- 
out the  country,  any  such  information  derived  from  those 
of  ancient  times  may  be  interesting.  Blomefield,  indeed, 
gives  us  a  list  of  the  Norwich  gilds,  with  their  history. 
I5ut  there  were  two  classes  of  gilds :  a  higher  class,  of 
trade  or  merchants'  gilds  or  companies  (and  such  were 
those  of  Norwich),  and  a  lower  class,  more  in  the 
nature  of  the  friendly  clubs  and  burial  societies  of  the 
present  day.    The  best  treatise  that  I  am  acquainted  with 

VOL.   IX.]  K 


122 


on  the  subject  is  contained  in  English  Gilds,  published  by 
the  Early  English  Text  Society  in  1870,  giving  the  severJ 
ordinances  of  more  than  one  hundred  English  gilds,  (.! 
which  forty-six  are  Norfolk  ones,  edited  by  the  lalf 
Mr.  Toulmin  Smith,  with  an  introduction  and  glossiry 
by  his  daughter ;  to  which  is  appended  an  Essay  on  tliv 
Ilistory  and  Development  of  Gilds,  by  Dr.  Brentaii<i, 
In  Richards'  Ilistory  of  Lynn,  also,  the  rules  and  ordinanci* 
of  some  of  the  Lynn  gilds,  with  lists  of  their  goods  uii<i 
ornaments,  are  fully  set  forth  ;  and  T  must  not  omit 
a  reference  to  what  is  said  about  them  in  Sharon  Tunicr'i 
Ilistory  of  the  Anglo-Saxons. 

Some  jeiivs  since  I  was  kindly  permitted  by  the  church- 
wardens of  Wymondham  to  examine  the  curious  recoid* 
in  their  church  chest,  amongst  which  I  found  several 
manuscript  books  containing  the  accounts  of  the  reccipt*i 
and  expenditure  of  several  gilds,  established  in  that  town, 
for  successive  years,  with  the  rules  and  ordinances  1)\ 
which  some  of  them  were  regulated.  Erom  these  I  iiiiule 
copious  extracts,  which  I  intended  for  publication  by  our 
Society,  but  for  some  reason  or  other,  probably  on  account 
of  their  length,  we  being  at  that  time  too  full  of  matter, 
that  was  not  cariied  out,  and  I  sent  them  instead  to  tLc 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  whose  Council  intimated  the  in- 
tention of  publishing  them  in  their  Arc/iceologia.  That  has 
not  yet  been  done ;  and  having  returned  the  manuscript 
books  to  their  proper  custod}',  I  have  now  no  reference  lo 
their  contents.  It  appears,  however,  that  I  neglected  to 
return  a  parcel  of  loose  unbound  papers,  part  of  the  same 
collection,  which  turned  up  the  other  day.  These  I  find, 
on  examination,  to  contain  matter  of  the  like  nature  (is 
those  I  have  mentioned,  chielly  relating  to  a  society  called 
the  "  Fraternity  or  Brotherhood  of  our  Lady  in  the  Chapel," 
that  is,  one  of  the  chapels  in  Wymondham  Church. 

The  first,  which  sets  forth  the  objects  of  the  society, 
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trith  its  rules  and  ordinances,  I  liave  copied  in  full.  From 
next,  containing  accounts  of  tlieir  receipts  and  ex- 
fipnditure,  I  have  made  such  extracts  as  serve  to  exemplify 
ihclr  economy  and  management,  and  throw  some  light 
tspoii  the  social  life  and  customs  of  the  period.  These 
•ccouiits  shew  that  the  expenses  of  the  society  were  partly 
defrayed  from  the  profits  arising  from  an  annual  frolic 
railed  a  Dr 'Diking  :  in  preparation  for  which  a  certain 
(quantity  of  malt  was  given  by  one  of  the  brotliers,  or  b}'- 
two  or  more  who  clubbed  together  for  the  purpose,  and 
which  was  brewed  into  beer  (most  of  the  societies  having 
brewing  utensils  as  part  of  their  goods),  which  was  paid 
for  by  the  members  present  and  partaking  of  it,  much  after 
tho  same  manner  as,  I  believe,  at  the  tea-fights,  of  temperance 
tnd  other  like  societies  at  the  present  day.  Another  source 
of  income  was  the  profit  derived  from  cows  belonging  to 
the  society  and  let  out  for  hire.  It  does  not  appear  that 
milk  was  drank  at  their  public  potations. 

I  have  also  copied  the  minutes  for  one  year  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Gild  of  St.  George,  from  a  single  sheet, 
probably  accidentally  detached  from  one  of  the  books  I 
have  mentioned. 

Another  of  these  papers  relates  to  the  revenues  of  an 
association  of  a  very  dififerent  nature,  in  fact  a  kind  of 
amateur  theatrical  society, — perhaps  the  mysteries  which 
were  common  at  that  time.  Yet  there  is  no  allusion  to 
anything  sacred,  and  we  see  they  had  a  giant,  and  from 
some  of  the  items  w^e  may  almost  fancy  a  giant-killer. 

There  are  one  or  two  otlier  short  papers  ;  and,  lastly, 
accounts  of  expenditure  attending  the  restoration,  perhaps 
removal,  of  what  is  still  known  as  Becket's  Chapel. 

With  these  are  several  copies  of  court- rolls  of  the  manors 
in  ^yymondham,  of  which  some  of  the  gilds  held  copyholds ; 
of  the  admissions  of  trustees,  and  the  transfers  of  their 
endowments  to  the  Free  School  there. 
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BEOTHERHOOD  OF  OUH  LADY'S  LIGHT. 
3^ules  anil  ©rtimnnccs  of  tf)e  Soci'ctn. 

In  liono"'"  and  worshyppe  of  y"^  blessycl  vyrgyn  mary  \ 
in  y*'  hono'"  of  all  y°  blyss^^d  company  of  lievyn  wLe  luivr 
a  bretlierwoode  gatheryd  in  y^  townsliyppe  of  AVyniondlim 
AYj^clie  brcy'woode  ys  calyd  y^  bretlierwoode  of  y*^  ly<,'M 
of  our  lady  in  y^  cliappell. 

And  if  whe  whose  gydys  and  rewlers  of  tbys  foresevd 
bretberwoode  to  gouno  and  rewle  ytt  to  y*^  bono"*"  of  gixl 
and  our  blyssyd  lady  what  brotliyr  or  sisf  be  a  geyn  tliem 
rebcll  geyn  sa}^  or  dysgrace  tliyr  estats  xall  pay  to  tliys 
brethyrwoode  iiij7/.  of  waxe. 

Also  it  is  ordeynyd  y*  all  y®  bretbers  and  systers  of  y^» 
seyd  brctlierwode  of  y''  lygbt  of  oure  lady  xall  come  to 
getbar  y*^  sonday  nexte  af?  wbytcsonday  and  cboso  nil 
offycers  y*  long  to  tbys  seyd  breth'rode  and  wbat  brotlier 
^yyll  nott  tliyr  offyce  that  y^''  be  leyde  to  xall  pay  to  tliys 
fra?nyte  iiij//.  of  waxe  or  ellys  to  be  p^^'suyd  in  crystcii 
coyrte  and  tber  at  y*'  seyd  day  to  raken  and  cownte  all  y* 
stoke  and  pfyts  of  y^  seyd  frat'nyte. 

Also  it  is  ordeynyd  y^  when  any  brother  or  systyr  bo 
deptyd  y*  euy  brotber  and  syster  xall  be  att  y^  pysslie 
cbyrcbe  att  y^  messe  of  recjine  for  tbem  y*  be  dejStyd  and 
tbey  for  to  be  assygnyd  of  y'^  day  of  kepyng  by  y'^  bedell 
tber  to  offer  a  q  [one  farthing]  a  pece  and  to  scy  our  lady's 
sawtyr  or  cause  it  to  be  seyd  in  y*^  peyne  of  a  //.  of  waxe. 

Also  it  is  ordeynyd  y*  euy  brother  &  syster  xall  on  y' 
sonday  af?  wbytcsonday  come  and  pa}^  all  tber  dutyes 
offeryngs  y*  be  owyng  to  tbys  breth' woode  or  be  behynde 
in  y^  yer  paste — pena  ut  sup^. 

Also  it  ordeynyd  y^  non  of  y*"  brothers  and  systers  xall 
plete  w^  othyr  for  no  man'  of  cawse  tyll  ye  rewlers  and  liyr 


125 


€«nunsoll  hathe  pvyd  to  make  an  ende  &  unyte  &  love  be 
tvyjui  ytyes  and  if  y^  may  not  make  an  ende  y*^^  may  take 
y  couion  kiwe  and  ho  deny  thys  xall  pay  iiij//'.  of  waxe. 

Also  it  is  ordeynyd  wkatt  brother  or  systor  come  in  to 
thys  brotherwode  xall  pay  all  y^  rewlers  &  they  may  accorde 
A  at  y^  leste  for  y^  comyng  in  xvjc/. 

Also  it  ordeynyd  v>'hat  brothj^r  or  syst^  y^  hath  any  catell 
6T  htocke  of  thys  breth'woode  or  of  deds  qiiethewoode  ^  xall 
hryng  them  y^  sonday  af?  whyte  sonday  and  who  do  not 
xall  dobyll  y^  thyng  w^olden. 

Also  it  is  ordenyd  that  euy  brother  &  syster  in  this 
bretherwoode  shall  geve  &  paye  yerly  at  our  drynkyng  to 
the  use  of  thys  fraVnitie  yi.  and  whoo  dothe  denye  or  fayleth 
in  paying  the  same  shall  pa}^  to  the  ppose  of  thys  fraVnite 
ijli.  of  waxe. 

i^oia  iFrm,  et  soro^  Inm  Bcatec  fEan'ce  in  rapclla. 

Here  is  a  list  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  names, 
headed  by  that  of  "H.  magis?  Johes  Drye,  vicarius,"  "  M. 
Hubert^  Nelyng,  capellan%"  twenty-two  of  them  being 
wives,  beside  eighteen  otlier  females.  The  names,  also,  of 
Dns.  Adam  Buschoppe,  capellan'',  l)ns.  llieus  Itowse,  Dns. 
Johes  Symonds,  Dns.  Ilobt^  Frosdyk,  llicus  Pynnys, 
capell%  Thoms.  Waschyngton,  clic%  and  Johes  Pynchon, 
capelP,  occur  in  the  list,  which  also  contains  those  of  Johes. 
Kiiygth  alias  Ket,  Jonas  Kett,  sen.,  Will'  Lombe,^  jun. 

In  the  30th  Henry  YIII.  eleven  more  names  were  added, 
two  being  wives. 

The  foregoing  is  all  written  on  seven  pages  of  paper,  on 
four  leaves,  endorsed. 

1  Qucthewood,  a  legacy. 

2  Which  proves  that  the  family  of  this  name  was  roiiident  in  Norfolk  at  an 
earlier  period  than  supposed. 
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This  is  the  accompte  made  by  Thomas  Sendell  &  Jolin 
Kensy  the  yongar  husbonds  for  the  light  of  our  blessed 
lady  in  the  chapell  the  xxvj^i  day  of  August  in  y^  yer  of 
our  lord  god  m'cccccxxviij^'  and  the  yer  of  our  soueu  lord 
King  Henry  the  viij^'^  the  xx^'. 

It.  rec  vijs.  iijcl.  of  a  drynkyng  made  by  Richard  Kedall 
Kichard  Plom^'  &  Reynold  Ilemblj-ng. 

It.  rec  iij.s.  iiijrf.  for  y''  fferme  of  ij  melchenette^  in  tlio 
f erme  of  John  Make  at  the  Fest  of  all  seints  next  ensuyiu{» 
the  date  of  thys  acompte. 

It.  xxf/.  for  y^  fferme  of  a  cowghe  in  the  ferme  of  Jolin 
Kett. 

It.  iiijV/.  for  the  light  latj^n  to  the  obite  of  Willm. 
Wurlington. 

Hesolut.  Inp'^  iij.s.  iiijV/.  p  certitud  hui^  gilde.  It.  ij'/. 
to  y®  belman  kepyng  y*^  Ijo^^-  i^'^-         "^^'^^  ^ 

makyng.    It.  xiiijr/.  for  y^  obite  of  j^oungman. 

Eleccio  (electors  to  offices,  committee,  or  governing  body) — 

Diis  Adam  Bestliorp  Eobt'  Wiseman  l<'ranciscus  Gcdncy 

Dns  Jokes  Symonds  IvoLt^  Wekers  Andreas  Iverby 

"Willm^  Kuyglit  Jolies  Colyour  EoLts.  Day 

J(.)]ies  Joby  Tliom'  Yoiigman  Eicus  Kedell 

They  have  chose  for  thar  husbonds  the  yer  folowyng 
Thoms  Sendell,  Johes  Kensy,  Willni^  Kett,  Franciscus 
Gedney. 


This  is  the  acompte  made  by  Thom^  Sendall,  Willra. 
Kett,  &  Francesco  Gedney  husbonds  for  the  light  of  our 
blessed  lady  in  the  chapell  of  the  parishe  churche  of 
Wymondhm  in  the  day  of  the  dccollacion  of  Seint  John 
in  y^  yer  of  our  lord  m^cccccxxx^\     De  pota?,  rec'  vijs.  of 


^  Cows  in  milk. 


4  Hire. 
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ft  <Ir}mkyng  made  by  Frances  Gedney,  ITenry  Dyman,  & 
lloht  "Wiseman.  It.  ixs.  iiijc/.  of  a  drynkyng  made  by 
|i.»bt,  ^lecliell,  John  Sygar,  and  Wilhii.  Moore.  It.  ixs. 
»f  a  drynkyng  made  by  John  ]5ale  &  his  wyffe  &  Ptobt. 
Klyott  &  liis  wyfF.  It.  xijd.  of  the  bequest  of  Mavd 
II urges.  It.  xij(/.  of  the  bequest  of  Roger  B urges.  It. 
iiijV.  of  John  Dyn  for  the  light.  It.  of  Agnes  Thord  in 
jilio  of  payment  of  xvjc/.  for  her  com3'-ng  in.  It.  x\jd.  of 
John  Kctt  thelder  in  full  payment  for  his  comyng  in. 
It.  \'yL  of  John  Harold  in  pte  of  payment  of  xx^/.  &  so 
ha  o\v  xiiijf/.  It.  xvj(/.  of  y*^  bequest  of  Ptichard  Kedell 
lur  liys  wyfe.  It.  rec.  iiijs.  of  John  Male  for  the  ferme 
of  ij  Hiylche  nete.  It.  ijs.  of  John  Polle  for  the  ferme  of  a 
cowe. 

It.  xx(/.  of  John  Kett  thyonger  for  the  ferme  of  a  cowe. 

Inde  resolut.  Inp^^  P^^yd  iij'S\  iiijc/.  for  y'^  certen.  It. 
pjiyd  vijb'.  ob.  for  wax  and  y'^  makyng.  It.  iij.S'.  for  ij  new 
candyllstyks  w*  y^  ^^^y^^^^'^o  y*^  same.  It.  vjs.  ix(^/.  ob. 
for  h're  y^  repacon  of  y°  ston  crosse  in  the  churche  yard  w' 
ston  to  the  same.  [Two  sums  of  xiiijc/.  and  two  of  xvjV^'. 
for  ''obites."]  It.  x.5.  for  a  cowe  bowght,  now  in  y^  farme 
of  John  Poles. 

Et  sic  rec  cu  arrerag  excedrit  solut  xxxjs.  undo  petnt 
allocari  de  xx(/.  ,p  firma  uniu®  (wuis)  A^acce  in  hrma  Johis 
Kett  jun^.  It.  petnt  allocari  de  vijc/.  solut  in  expens'  ad 
potacoem  Francissi  Gedney  et  sic  remanet  in  manib3  com- 
piitar  ad  usfi  Fra?at*^  istius  clare  xxviijs.  ixr/. 

Eleccio  in  a*^  pscripto — 

Dns  Adam.  Bischopp  )        Eobt'*  Wiseman  sen.       Reginald^  Hemlyn 

Dna  Johes  Symonds  )  Johos  Joby  Johes  Male 
capolli 

Johes  Balo  Iloniic^  ]\Iulton  Eobt'  Doy 

Eobt^  Elyott  Eicus  Plomor  Willm^  Burges 

Elegerunt  p  disi:)ensatorib3  hui^  luis  p  a°  seqil  Tliom^ 
Sendell,  Willm^  Kett,  Franciscus  Gedney,  Pobtus  Elyott, 
et  Preco  Johes  Joby. 
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Compotus,  &c.,  fact  in  A°  Dfil  m^'""cccccxxx™". 

The  receipts  include  vs.  iijd.  de  potacone  fca  p  Jolicm 
Neve  et  Thoma  Fawce.  It.  vij.s'.  de  potacoe  fca  p  Johera 
Kensy  sen  &  Willmii.  Keynold.  It.  xs.  ixd.  de  j^otacoe  do 
Thome  Petyt,  Thome  Terno'',  et  Willi  B urges.  It.  ij-s.  iiij(/. 
in  plena  soluc  p  ingress'  Hobti  Mays  et  vx'is  sue.  It. 
xvj  in  plena  soluc  p  ingress'  dni  Rici  Pynnys  Capelli  (and 
other  like  sums,  in  full  and  part  payments  for  ingress  or 
entry  of  new  members.)  It.  xx.§.  for  ij  nete  sold  late  in 
y°  forme  of  John  Male.  It,  iiijc/.  for  y"^  lyght  at  y^  huriall 
of  S'"  Robt.  Clere.  (Two  sums  of  ijs.  each  "  for  the  fermo 
of  a  cowe.")    It.  yi^d.  "for  the  lyght  of  ded." 

The  payments  were  iijs.  iiiyl.  for  the  certen  "  (or  certi- 
fying) which  occurs  annually.  It.  xxc/.  p  iiij°^'  libris  cere.  It. 
vj(/.  p  vna  libra  cere.  It,  \i]d.  p  factura  dee  cere.  It.  ij(/.  p 
seruacoe  liiis.  It.  ijs.  p  vij^'^^*  libris  cere.  It,  xvj(/.  sohit 
in  obit  p  aia  dni  Rici  Pynnys.  Also  xvjV/.  and  xxj(/. 
exjoended  in  obits  of  other  brethren.  Also  ijs.  for  iiij//.  of 
wax,  and  ij(/.  for  makyng  of  the  same.  It.  solut  xxvjs. 
for  ij  nete  newe  bought.  It.  ixs.  vj(/.  for  another  cowe 
newe  bowght.    It.  uijd-  for  wrightyng  of  this  account. 

Then  foUows  the  balancing  of  the  account,  and  tlio 
election  of  fifteen  persons  to  the  office  of  husbands  or 
trustees,  and  of  four  as  dispcnsatores  hui^  luis,"  and 
Johes  Joby  again  as  "  Preco  "  (or  beadle.) 

The  compotus  or  account  of  12th  Nov.,  1531,  contains  the 
same  kind  of  entries :  the  receipts  including  xiiijs.  iyl. 
de  potacoe  fca  p  Thoma  Wasshyngton,  J ohcm  Pyncheon,  & 
Thouia  Lombe.  It.  xs.  injd.  ob.  de  potacoe  fca  p  Robtii 
Dyn  et  Ricum  Brome.  -  It.  xiiyl.  de  Rico  Ilowse  in  plena 
soluc  p  ingress"  vx'is  sue.  It.  xs.  de  Robto  Carre  p  vna 
vacca  s  vendit.  It.  ijs.  de  code  Robto  p  fir  eiusdc  vacce. 
It.  ijs.  p  fir''  vni^  vacce,  xx^/.  p  fir'^  vni'  vacce,  and  three  other 
sums  of  ijs.  for  the  like.    It.  xvc/.  p  luie  hui'  FraVat. 


129 


The  pa^anents  were  for  four  cows  bought  at  xs.  eacli. 

It.  v.y.  Francesco  Gedney  p  xij7/.  wax.  It.  xvjr/.  p  factur 
4ld  cere.  It.  ijs.  yl.  p  emendacoe  le  Bason  in  our  lady 
rhopell.  It.  p  aia  Wal?i  Ponyard  xxd.,  p  aia  Sibille 
SfudcU  xviijV/.,  p  aia  Johis  Keusy  sen  xxr/.  Joliis  Joby 
iiyL  It.  Wal?©  Bird  in  rScede  p  custodient  I'mine 
5j(/.    It.  p  emendacoe  Fenestre  in  ecclia  xc/. 

Concluding  with  the  usual  elections  or  appointments  to 
ofRco. 

Compotus  Thome  Sendell,  Hobti  Elyott,  Ilenrici  Dyman, 
cl  Thome  Petyte,  Dispensatorf  p  luie  be  Marie  in  capella 
Kcclie  pochial'  de  Wyniondhm  computant'  a  duodecimo  die 
meiisis  Nouembr  A°  Dni  m''™°ccccc'""xxxj'"°  uscj,  ad  xvij™° 
<liem  mens  Augusti  A°  Dni  m^^"'°ccccc"'°xxxiij°. 

The  receipts  for  drinldngs  were  xxjs.  v(/.,  viz.,  xs.  Yijd. 
de  potacoe  fca  p  Jhem  Dyn,  Willmu  Foster,  Pobti  Carre,  & 
Wiilm  Fysher,  and  xs.  xd.  de  potac  fca  p  Picu  Mayd  & 
ux'e  eiu^  Margarete  Sendell  et  Margareta  howse. 

They  also  accounted  for  seven  sinns  of  ijs.  each  for  the 
farm  or  letting  of  as  many  cows  ad  F'm  om  SC055  vlt 
jitit  ante  dat.  huius  compot.  To  one  is  added  ni6  yendit  est, 
to  another  mo  nun-tua  est,  and  x.s.  is  entered  as  a  receipt 
for  a  cow  sold.  It.  ij.s.  p  ysu  luminis  ardent  ad  obit^  Joliis 
Kensy  &  Willi  Warlyngton.  It.  iiiyl.  de  Willmo  Cooke  in 
plena  soluc  debit  uxlis  sue.  The  payments  were  chiefly  for 
wax.  ij.s.  for  wax  makyng.  It.  ijd.  "  to  the  Bellman  kepyng 
the  lyght."  It.  xxjd.  each  p  aia  four  persons.  The  state- 
ment concludes  as  usual  with  the  names  of  the  electors  and 
of  those  chosen  for  officials  for  the  ensuing  ycav. 

The  next  account  is  entitled  the  compotus  of  Adam 
Bischopp  clici,  Johis  Symonds  capell',  et  Johis  Dyh  dis- 
pensato^  hui^  luis  from  7th  Aug.,  1533,  to  Cth  Sept.,  1574, 
in.  which  there  is  no  variation  from  those  preceding, 
the  income  being  partly  derived  from  the  farm  of  cows, 
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admission  fees,  and  gifts,  including  ij.9.  de  Joliis  Symonds, 
capellano,  ex  donacone,  p  asimento  xxxr/.  and  xxijf/.  ob. 
from  the  same,  in  pte  soluc  xxxj-s.  J^d.  ob.  ut  sup^  rec'.  It. 
rec'  Yyl.  p  aia  in  obit  Jobis  Kensy  p  hue.  It.  xxiijV/.  p 
aiab}  diuso^  ardent'  ad  obit'  eo^.  Tbc  payments  were  for 
wax  and  making  it  up  three  of  xxj\/.  each  p  aia.  It.  ob. 
for  powder.    It.  iiiy/.  for  wrightyn  of  this  accompt. 

The  names  of  the  electors  include  those  of  Dns  Tlicus 
Rowse,  Dns  Johes  Pynchon,  &c.,  and  Dns  Johes  Syraonds 
was  again  one  of  the  chosen  for  dispensators  for  tbo 
ensuing  year. 

The  account  of  the  latter  "computant"  a  festo  assumpt. 
be  A''  Dni  millimo  quincentesio  tredecimo  iiij*''  vsq^  ad 
pdcm  Ffh  assumpt  be  A°  Dni  millimo  quTgentesio 
tricesimo  quinto,"  contains  a  receipt  of  vs.  vj(/.  for  a  drinking, 
*'potac6e/'  made  by  two  brethren;  small  sums  for  the 
farm  of  cows.  It.  xiiijci^.  for  the  skyn  of  a  cowe  dcd.  It. 
ijs.  viijV.  for  the  light  brennyng "  at  obits ;  the  whole 
amounting  to  iiijii.  vs.  jd.  Out  of  which  they  paid,  besides, 
for  wax,  &c.,  \njd.  for  emendyng  of  the  bason  of  tlie 

light,  and  ijd.  for  a  staff  to  oon  of  the  ^  of  the  light. 

It.  xxxvjs.  Yiijd.  to  S'"  Ptichard  Powse  syngyug  for  the 
brethren  of  the  light.  It.  xiijs.  iiijt/.  to  tlie  belle.  It.  xs. 
for  a  cowe  and  xxd.  p  aia  Johis  Fishpond.  Afterwards  iiij(/. 
for  wriglityng  of  this  accomte,  and  injd.  in  expensf  at 
makyng  this  accompte. 

The  minutes  of  this  year  contain  no  appointment  of 
stewards,  but  the  last  ones  appear  to  have  remained  in 
office  ;  and  the  next  year's  account  is  made  from  the  Feast 
of  the  Assumption  be  M*'  anno  PtPs  Henrici  octavi  vicesimo 
septimo  septima  us%  ad  Ffh  assupt  be  m*^  (in  the  following- 
year.) 

The  receipts  of  this  year  include  a  legacy  of  iiijV/.  and 
two  each  of  jii  cere,  with  iiij^/.  p  luie  ad  obit^  Wilh 
^  This  word  is  illegible. 
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ITurlpgton  ;  It.  ycI  ad  obit  Stephi  Brom  ;  nyj.  ad  obit 
Mis  Keiisy ;  and  \yl.  ad  obit  Thome  Kett  scS.  The 
|iiyincnts  shew  the  purchase  of  a  rather  hirger  quantity 
d  wax  than  usual.  Tt.  xxijV/.  in  expens  ad  obit  Johis 
Colyour.  It.  iiijV/.  ,p  obsuacoe  luis. 

The  names  of  the  electors  to  offices  were  fifteen  in  number, 
tlioso  cliosen  for  stewards  the  same  as  before. 

This  is  the  last  in  date  of  the  accounts  of  this  gild  or 
wx'iety,  the  purpose  of  which  seems  to  have  been  the 
pTv^viding  wax  for  a  light  to  be  kept  burning  in  our  Lady's 
Chapel,  and  lights  to  be  used  at  the  obits  of  the  members. 


WYMONDHAM  ST.  GEOTtGE'S  GILD. 

Corapotus  Johis  Drj^e,  Alderman  Gilde  Sci  Georgii, 
fact*  in  a°  Dni.  m^'"ccccc™°xxxij'°  et  regni  Ilegis  Henrici 
octavi  vicesimo  octavo. 

Imp'^  rcc'  viij.5.  viijr/.  de  Kat'ina  sleete  p  fir^  Indus'  & 
coquiiie  p.  a°  vno  t'iato  ad  f'm  sci  m"  jjx.  futur'  post  ti''" 
sing.  ann^. 

It.  rec.  iij.s-.  de  Thoma  liraskygge  p  fir"  tcnti  ad  ffm  pdcm. 
It.  rec.  xijc/.  do  Robto  Kett  &  Johe  Neve  p  fir'"  columbar'. 

Snr"^  xvs.  viijr/. 

Inde  resolut.  • 
Inp^^  sol'  iiij.s.  p  certitudine  hui's  gilde. 
It.  sol.  yl.  in  oblacone  in  ij^-  die. 
It.  sol.  ii]V/.  in  elemosina  dat.  ad  lazaros. 
It.  sol.  ij.s'.  iiij^/.  p  '''"'^"dacone  luie. 

It.  sol.  vj(/.  sacriste  monasterij  de  Wymondhm  in  reddit'. 

It.  sol.  xij\/.  ad  stipendiu  mimi. 

It.  sol.  viij(/.  p  scripcone  hui'  compot^ 
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It.  sol.  iiijc/.  to  Jolin  Skerndell  for  skocliens  for  brether* 
&  susters. 

( Another  Account.) 
Eleccio  in  A°  Dni.  vij^^™°cccc"^°xxxvj^° — 

J olies  Dyn  Eobt'  Wiseman  Willm'  Foster        Eobt^  Carro 

E,obt^  Dyn  Galfridus  Eowe  Tbom"^  Yongman    Thom^  Kett 

Willms  Geffrey  Eobt^  Dowsyiig  Thora^  Hurry 

Jobes  Neve  Thorns  Potyt  Alexaud' 

p  ale  Jobes  Neve. 

...  Ulcus  Reynold 
p  puisorib3  convivij  ^. 

Willms.  lusher 

,  Jobes  Marow 

p  coilectorib} 

^  ^    Tborn^  Hurry 

p  p'cone  Tboms.  Bell,    p  vesillatore  Tbonias  Sbarpe. 
p  Inventore  luminis  Tboin^  Cbe?ryng  et  babebit  in  rSccdo 
ijs.  i]d. 

Collectores  computat  de  iiijs.  vij(/.  qui  remanet  in  man^  in 
a°  p't'ito. 

It.  computant  de  iijs.  yl.  collect,  hoc  anno.   8m^  vijs.  viij^/. 

unde  solul'. 

Inp^^  xviijc^,  p  ala  Thome  Geftrey. 

It.  xviijr/.  in  die  sci.  Georgij. 

It.  x</.  p  aia  Willi,  lonibe  in  ij'^  die. 

Sni^  iij.9.  xf/. 


ONE  YEAR'S  ACCOUNT  OF  OUR  LADY'S  GILD. 

A°  regni  Reg^  H.  octavi  quarto  decimo. 
The  bylle  of  y^  rekenyng  of  y'^  Gyld  of  ow""  Ladye  : — 

Off  y""  receipts  : 
In  p'mis  rec'  of  y^  mony  that  be  lefte  at  y'^ 

laste  accomte  xiiij.s.  yd. 
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ttc*  of  Roger  Pollard  in  lent  for  one  yer^  rent 

of  y*-'  tenantree        .....  vijs. 
i         rw'  of  Willm.  Kett  for  ij  smale  oks       .       .  ijs.  iyl. 

rec*  of  Ymf reye  Spilman  for  a  parcell  of  woocle  ixs. 
nx*  of  Thorn^  Chit¥lyng  for  iij  Elmys  &  a 

pcell  of  woode        .....  vjs. 
rcc'  of  Willm.  Ricliardson  for  y®  herne  .       .  iijs. 
roc*  of  Jlich*^  Pollard  of  y®  yer  iijs.  iiijV/.  deb*^        iijs.  Yiiyt 
rcc'  of  AVillm.  Kyddell  for  y^  yer  fore  of  liis  lier  "^iij^- 
I  Off  ye  payments  : 

Inpms  paide  vij  galuns  of  lampe  oyle  y^  p'ce 

f  xiiijf/.  y^  galun  viijs.  ij^/. 

It.  p''  to  Eicliard  Blome  for  y^  bryngyng  home  jd. 
[  It.  p*^  to  John  Tynkar  for  scoryng  of  y^  bason 

'l  "■  ye  wiche  y*^  lampe  hangyth      .        .        .  xviijt/. 

1^  It.  p^  to  Johe  Gaye  for  ij//.  of  waxe  &  ye  making  xxcl. 

It.  p^  to  Thom^  Warde  for  iij  daj^es  heggeyng 

goyng  to  his  owne  borde         .        .        .  xijd. 
It  p''  to  Thom^  Mekylfelde  for  other  iij  dayes 

goyng"  to  his  owne  borde         .       .       .  xijd 
i  It.  p*^  to  y*^  seid  Th.  Warde  and  Th.  Mekylfelde 

I'  for  iiij  dayes  begging  w*^  y*^  bords    .       .  xvjc/. 

p[.  It.  for  rent  to  y^  Brothers  of  Choselemy        .  xiiijc/. 

It.  p^  to  Worlyngtone  coup  for  mendyng  of  y'^ 

Fyrkyn  y'^  lampe  oyle  is  put  in       .       .  jd. 
It.  for  iiij/^'.  of  waxe  yn  newe  howse  for  y^ 

lyght  of  owr  ladye  iijs.  iiijt/. 

It.  for  one  of  y^  same  pownde  of  waxe  makyng 

on  to  John  Gaye     .....  jd. 

It.  for  iiij  loode  of  claye  cartyng  &  y^  caryage         viijs.  xd. 
k.  to  olde  Hamund  for  shotyng  of  y'  same 
cleye  by  y'  spase  of  j  daye  goyng  to  his 
owne  borde     ......  iiijd. 

It.  for  tredyng  of  y^  same  clej^e  by  y*^  space 

of  a  nothyr  daye  w*^  his  borde         .       .  iiijr/. 
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It.  for  viij  sparrs  to  pece  olde  sparrs  were 

brokyn  ....... 

viij(/. 

It.  for  settyng  upp  y°  seid  sparrs  hj  j  daye 

&  half      liis  borde  .... 

It.  for  ryggyng  iij  dayes  &  an  half  w*^  his 

borde  ....... 

xvijd  ob. 

It.  to  his  s'utor  for  iij  dayes  &  an  half  w'^  his 

boorde  ....... 

xiij<;. 

It.  for  hellpyng  them  by  ij  dayes     his  boorde 

viij(/. 

It.  -p^  to  Will-"  Bale  for  C  &  di  of  strawe 

Vj(/. 

It.  p'^  to  M^".  Vyker  for  the  certen  . 

iiij«. 

It.  p'^to  Will,  riowyrdewe  of  rent  of  crowmwells 

iiij-s.  vj(/. 

It.  p*^  for  the  otferyng  on  jo  mundaj^e 

It.  p''  for  y"  hyryng  of  seynt  Thorns  gildehowse 

xvj(/. 

It.  p*^  to  ye  pvyors  for  y"  tenants'  dyners  on  y'^ 

mundaye  ...... 

xijrf. 

P'^  to  y^  wayte  &  his  boye      .        .  iiijd 

It.  for  wrytyng  of  y^  accompte      .  viij^^. 

Sm^  total  xxxviijs.  iiijd  ob. 

RENTAL  OF  THE  GILD  OF  ST.  THOMAS. 

M''.  de  reddit  firm'  terr'  &  firm'  dorao^  p  man^  Johnis 
Payn  et  Thome  hogon  collec?  elec?  p  gild  Sci  Thome  martiris 
in  Wymondhfh  pcipiend  a  Festo  Sci  Michaelis  anno  rr  E. 
quarti  iiij°  usq^,  ad  Fm  michis  quinto. 

Simon  CoUett    )  p  firm  reddit  mesuag  eoj  voc.  le 

Thomas  Collett )     Ilert    .....     vijs.  uyl. 

[Rents  of  other  messuages  iij.9.  xf/.,  iiij(f.,  and  xd.'] 
Fres  Gild  see  Trin^  p  redditu  mes  eo^        .        .     xvijr/.  ob. 

[Other  rents  xijii.  and  ijc^.] 
John  Gurnay  p  firm  terr'  &  pasture  .        .        .     vij«,  ii}d. 
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n<»nric*  louyk  p  firm  inclausi  .  .  .  .  vjs.  \nyl. 
Mm  Ilenr'  p  firm  ij  acr  iij  rod  terr'   .        .        .        ij.s.  xr/. 

[Rents  of  fifteen  other  pieces  of  land  ex  pte  de  Bj^slilond 
apnd  rcesbryg,  apud  AVadebryg-,  in  Dylvbek,  in  Kakewyk 
fi'ltl,  in  Westwade  niedowe,  and  elsewliere,  total  x/.  vij.S'.  ijc/.] 
Julius  lang-ford  p  firm  domog  j  inclaus',  &c.  .  xiij.s.  x(/. 
John  Symniys  al  myller  p  firm  dom^  siibter  le 

gyldehalle  .......  ix-s. 

Ric  Fyke  p  firm  dom'  voc'  le  old  gyldelialle,  xs.  [and  other 

houses.] 

John  Petyte  p  firm  pastur'  vocat'  Brankkest'is  in 
Wodefeld  nup  Johis  Wyndhm  armig*!  in 
excamb'  p  tre.  mip.  Rob.  Wilton        .       .  xyjV. 

John  Betts  al'  Burgh  p  firm  terr'  nup.  Ilici 

Cobald,  cap'  p  est'  iiij  acr.         .        .       .      iij.s.  yyL 

IXm  p  fir  j  acr.  &  j  rod  nup  Th.  Cobald  capelli 

iac'  in  campo  ppe  hochm    ....  viijV. 
p  fill  vni^  acr.  terr'  &  di  ult'  grovett  nup  Johis  Baly  sen' 

iac'  in  cultur'  vocat  clakkyswell,  hoc  a'^  n^ 
Johnes  Dabbe  p  fir^  j  acr'  t're  in  Crongethorp  feld  ex 

done  eiusd  Johis,  p  integr'  ipius  sibi  dimiss'  p  a°  xij<:^. 

ad?minmn  vite  sue. 


MANOR  OF  WYMONDIIAM  ABBIA. 
22  Henry  VII.  [1507.] 

Copy  of  court-roll  of  the  admission  of  Thomas  Balye, 
Chaplain,  Alderman  of  the  Gild  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr 
in  Middleton  in  Wymondham,  and  several  others,  from  the 
surrender  of  John  Gurre,  Clk.,  to  a  messuage  called  Boyses, 
with  the  old  gylde  house  and  a  messuage  called  Piileyncs, 
with  the  new  gylde  house,  and  some  small  pieces  of  copy- 
hold land  in  Wymondham,  as  trustees  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  Gilde  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr. 
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MANOR   OF  WYMONDIIAM  REGIS. 

Copy  of  court-roll  of  the  Monday  after  Trinity  Sunday 
in  35  Hen,  YIII.  (1543)  of  surrender  by  John  Symonds 
Chaplain,  Galfridus  Symonds,  Robert  Ilerryng,  John  Dyniie, 
and  William  Lambe,  Gent.,  of  a  messuage  with  an  ancient 
house  called  Boysts,  and  a  messuage  with  a  new  hou>o 
called  PiiUeyns,  and  one  acre  cf  land  adjoining  next  Nor- 
woode  Grene,  de  officio  Eydprhatc,  and  half  an  acre  de  qffjcio 
Pelham  8f  de  officio  Ma.,  and  also  a  messuage  called  Nelond^ 
&c.,  in  Mydelha,  with  13  acres  and  1  rood  de  officio  Neve, 
and  other  parcels,  messuages,  &c.,  to  the  intent  that  tlie 
lord  was  to  do  his  will  with  them.  And  the  lord  being 
thus  in  possession,  regranted  the  said  premises  to  the  said 
John  Symonds,  Chaplain,  William  Lambe,  Gent.,  and  John 
Flowerdew,  Gent.,  to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
at  the  will  of  the  lord,  &c. 

It  is  not  stated  that  the  above  were  to  be  held  upon  any 
trust,  but  the  same  premises  in  the  preceding  copy  aro 
mentioned  as  belonging  to  the  Gild  of  St.  Thomas. 


MANOR  OF  WYMONDIIAM  ABBIA. 
GILD   OF  ST.  PETEE. 

At  the  court  held  "  die  lune  in  crastino  post  dnicam  in 
Abbis,"  a«  r.  14  Hen.  YIII.  [Whitsun  Monday,  1510.] 

Reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  last  court,  on  Thurs- 
day before  the  Festival  of  St.  Agnes  in  the  same  year, 
when  Robert  Poynter,  Chaplain,  Alderman  of  the  Gilde 
of  St.  Peter  in  Wymondham,  and  his  brethren  were  sum- 
moned to  shew  cause  by  what  right  they  held  and  occupied 
certain  copyhold  messuages,  lands,  &c.,  in  Wymondham, 
belonging  to  the  said  gild,  and  which  they  had  entered 
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»pan,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  all  the  said  premises  from 
Ojt*inselves,  their  heirs,  assigns,  and  successors  for  ever. 
At  which  court  the  said  Robert  produced  a  certain  copy 
i'-rgtHl  and  counterfeit  in  the  following  words  :  "  Ad  curiam 
ji*m  tent,  die  Jovis  px  post  festum  Sci  Petri  q^,  &c.,  de 
swlvincla  anno  r'ris  Henrici  septinii  xxij'"°  q*^  Thomas 
Wwlclious  miles  ex""  curiam,  &c.,  surs  redd  in  manu  dni.,  &c., 
mm  ilia  messuagia  cotagia  terra,  &c.,  tent  nat  de  hoc  maSio 
in  Wymondham  vnde  Johnes  Wetherby  obiit  sesi?  & 
NL'sit*  fuerunt  in  manu  dni.  racone  non  solucois  redd  suis,  &c., 
iiulo  dno.  debit'  ac  p  divis  rebellion'  &  afFons'  dno.  Abbi  & 
onventui  facta  ac  Sen^°  &  ballivo  ejus  p  Thomam  Wetherby 
(llio  &  hered  pdci  Johis  fact  &  ppetra?.  Que  pdict  Thomas 
Wodeho®  miles  per  nomic  Thome  Wodehous  armig'i  simul 
cum  Johne  Oseley  de  hospico  dni.  Regis  geSoso  ceperunt 
cx  manu  dni.  ut  prius  ad  curiam  die  J ovis  post  dnicam  in  abbis 
a*  IG  Hen.  YII.  [1500]  ad  opus  Francisci  Southwell  armig'i 
i*t  aliorum."  And  thereupon  a  search  was  made  into  the 
rolls  of  the  manor  in  the  presence  of  said  Robert  Poynter, 
and  the  roll  of  the  said  court  held  in  the  22nd.  lien.  YII. 
was  found,  but  contained  no  entry  of  such  surrender  by 
Sir  Thomas  Wodehous.  And  it  was  sufficiently  certain  that 
the  said  copy  was  forged  and  counterfeit.  And  it  ^Aas 
further  brought  to  light  that  at  a  court  held  on  Thursday 
after  the  Feast  of  St.  James,  in  the  8th  year  of  King 
l"]dward  lY.  [1468]  one  Henry  Langforth,  brother  and 
heir  of  John  Langforth,  surrendered  in  court  a  certain 
messuage  and  lands,  described,  to  the  use  of  Simon  Sawer 
and  otliers,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  the  Gilde 
of  St.  Peter  in  Wymondham,  who  were  admitted  tenants 
nccordingly,  but  all  of  whom  had  been  many  years  dead ; 
and  the  alderman  and  brethren  of  the  gild  had  usually 
held  and  occupied  the  premises  without  any  title  or  ad- 
mittance and  fine  to  the  lord,  to  the  prejudice  and  injury 
of  the  lord.    It  was  therefore  considered  that  the  alderman 
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and  brethren  ouglit  to  forfeit  to  tlie  lord  as  well  tlie  premises 
formerly  of  said  Jolin  Wetlierby  as  the  other  premises 
mentioned  ;  and  therefore  came  into  court  the  said  alder- 
man Eobert  Poyntoiir,  and  inspected^  the  negligence  of  his 
predecessors,  and  yielded  up  all  the  premises  into  the  hands 
of  the  lord,  with  the  consent  of  the  brethren  ;  put  himself 
in  the  favour  and  mercy  of  the  court,  and  remised  and 
released  the  same  at  the  will  of  the  lord.  And  the  lord 
being  so  seised  and  moved  by  piety,  intending  the  relief  of 
all  faithful  souls  of  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  gilde,  as 
well  in  the  maintenance  and  continuance  thereof  in  utility, 
as  in  re-continuance  of  the  ancient  rents  and  services,  of  his 
special  favour  granted  to  the  aforesaid  Ptobert  Poynto'', 
alderman  of  the  said  gild,  Edward  Knevett,  Esq.,  John 
Drye,  Clk.,  Yicar  of  the  Church  of  "VVymondham,  Eobert 
Ilogon,  Gent.,  Adam  Bysshopp,  Chaplain,  Kobert  Kensey, 
Stejohen  Borell,  William  Kett,  William  Stokton,  John 
Sygar,  Cristopher  Sygar,  and  Thomas  Carrow,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  all  the  premises,  viz.,  one  messuage  and  15 
acres  of  land  and  meadow  in  divers  pieces,  formerly  of  s*^ 
John  Wetherby,  and  also  a  messuage  and  20  acres  of  land 
formerly  of  s'^  John  Jjangforth,  and  they  were  admitted  to 
the  same,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Gild  of  St.  Peter  at  W3miond- 
ham,  and  to  provide  and  pay  a  priest  to  celebrate  and  pray 
yearly  in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Wymondham 
pro  bono  statu  of  the  said  lord  abbat  and  convent,  and 
especially  for  the  souls  of  all  the  faithful  brethren  and 
sisters  of  the  said  gild  departed. 

And  at  the  same  court  the  lord,  for  the  relief  of  all 
faithful  souls  of  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Gild  of  St. 
Peter,  deceased,  and  for  the  augmentation  and  sustenance 
of  the  same  gild,  granted  to  Ptobcrt  Poyntor,  chaplain,  the 

"  The  word  looks  like  "inspexit,"  but  is  probably  some  word  signifying 
admitted  or  acknowledged,  or  perliaps  2^h'aded. 
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altlerman,  &c,,  and  same  other  persons  before  named,  a 
grove  and  piece  of  land  wliicli  tlie  alderman  and  bretliren 
«.'f  the  said  gild  have  for  many  years  past  held  and  occupied, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  gild  without  copy. 


MANOR  OF  WYMONDHAM  OF  THE  QUEEJNr 

(80  now  styled.) 

Ac.  3  Eliz.  [1561.]  Copy  of  court-roll,  Thursday 
l)cforc  Feast  of  SS.  Philip  and  James,  May  1. 

Keference  to  proceedings  at  courts  held  die  Martis  in 
vigilia  Sci  Luce  Evangelist,  Ao.  Eegine  1"'°,  Ilobert  Poyntor 
uiiius  et  ultimus  feofiat  of  all  the  lands  and  tenements  in 
Wymondham  called  the  Towne  lends,  formerly  held  and 
used  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  St.  Peter's  gylde  in  Wymond- 
hum,  surrendered  and  released  messuages  and  tenements, 
und  all  his  estate  and  interest  therein,  to  the  use  and  intent 
that  the  Queen,  as  lady  of  the  manor,  Avould  make  her  will 
as  per  an  enrolment  fully  contained  thereof  ;  whereupon  the 
bailiff  was  commanded  to  seize  all  the  said  premises  then 
described,  all  which  the  Queen,  as  well  in  consideration  of 
a  sum  of  money  as  a  fine  paid  by  Thomas  Hast,  gent., 
Robert  Poynter,  elk.,  John  Kensey,  William  Knight  als. 
Kett,  John  Pingwood,  John  Mayde,  John  Foster,  ...id  John 
Michill,  in  the  name  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  of 
Wymondham,  as  in  recontinuance  of  the  antient  rents  and 
services,  therefore  due,  &c.,  of  her  own  free  will  (mero 
motu)  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  her  councillors, 
William  Marquis  of  Winton,  Great  Treasurer  of  England, 
and  the  most  noble  Pichard  Sackvyle,  one  of  the  right  honor- 
able Privy  Council,  and  vnder  Treasurer,  and  of  Walter 
^fyldmaye.  Chancellor  of  the  same  court,  by  virtue  of  a 
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warrant  inrolled  of  record  amongst   the  minutes  of  this 
manor,  and  bearing  date  the  10th  February  in  the  same 
year,  to  Henry  Bhike,  Gent.,  steward  of  divers  manors  and 
possessions  of  the  Queen  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  granted 
by  the  said  Henry  Bhike,  unto  the  said  Thomas  Ilast, 
Itobert   Poynto"",   John  Kensy,   William   Knyght,  Eobt. 
Byngwood,  John  Maj^de,  John  Foster,  and  John  Michell, 
all  the  lands  and  tenements  before  mentioned  to  the  use 
of  them  the  said,  &c.,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  condition 
that  they  from  time  to  time  should  receive  and  take  all  the 
issues  and  profits  thereof,  and  apply  the  same  in  payment 
to  a  certain  domino  magidro  sire  liomini  in  litieris  enidifo 
pro  pueris  sive  pubis  crudiouV  atquc  docend'   ac  pro  scola 
sive  hido  Htterario  within  the  town  of  AYymondham  for  ever, 
de  cetero  exigend  custodiend'  et  manutend'  ac  ad  alios  pics 
&  necessaries  vsus  within  that  town,  ad  tunc  tempus  de 
cetero  impendend  et  manutenend,  as  by  the  assent  and 
consent  of  the  major  part  of  the  co-feoftees  before  named, 
and  the  majority  of  the  most  worthy  of  the  said  town, 
melius  ad  hoc  expedire,  according  to  the  tenour  and  effect 
of  the  said  letters  or  warrant,  and  further  it  should  be 
lawful  at  such  time  forever  to  the  said  co-feofFees,  the  license 
of  the  lady  and  the  court  of  this  manor  first  obtained,  of 
their   mutual   assent   and  consent,  to  alienate,  sell,  and 
surrender  the  said  lands  and  tenements,  and  other  parcels 
purchased  in  lieu  thereof,  so  that  the  ]3rofits  and  moneys 
received  and  to  be  received  therefore  they  should  cause  to 
be  expended  and  applied  for  the  uses  and  purposes  afore- 
mentioned, and  not  otherwise. 

Signed  at  the  foot  Winchester." 
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THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

25  Eliz.  [1582-3.]  Copy  of  court-roll  of  Manor  of 
Wymondham  Crom wells. 

Court  of  22nd  March,  a°  25  Eliz.  After  a  recital  that 
from  a  search  of  the  old  rolls  of  the  manor  it  appeared  that 
the  fraternity  of  the  Gild  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  formerly 
ht'ld  of  the  manor  land  in  the  North  Field  of  AYymondham, 
next  Garlonde  Mill,  also  a  purpresture,  ppris,  edificat'  apud 
le  Giiildhous ;  it  was  found  upon  an  inquiry  for  that 
purpose,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  had  had  and 
occupied  the  premises  for  a  long  time  past  without  any 
admission,  wherefore  it  had  been  ordered  the  same  should 
Vk)  seised  into  the  hands  of  the  lord.  Thereupon  came  into 
court  John  Kensey,  Gent.,  and  divers  other  inhabitants, 
and  sought  to  be  admitted  for  the  use  and  purpose  under- 
mentioned. In  compliance  with  which  request  the  lord 
rcgranted  the  premises  to  said  John  Kensey  and  four  others, 
wlu)  were  admitted  to  hold  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
M)  that  the  issues  and  profits  shoukl  be  applied  aud  disposed 
of  to  the  use  and  benefit  "  ludi  magistri  &  hipodidasculi 
orudient'  discipul'  infra  hanc  villam."  And  whenever  any 
one  of  the  said  feoffees  should  die,  then  another  of  the 
inhabitants  should  take  the  premises  to  the  like  uses. 


Cop5^  of  court-roll  of  same  Manor,  24  March,  38  Eliz. 

Reference  to  proceedings  at  court  of  33  Eliz.,  when  John 
Kensey  and  others  w^ere  admitted  to  copyhold  lands  and 
tenements  called  Towne  Lands,  formerly  in  the  tenure  of  the 
(Jild  of   Corpus  Christi,  and  other  messuages  and  lands 
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formerly  in  fhe  tenure  or  occupation  of  tlie  Gilcl  of  8t. 
Thomas  the  Martyr,  and  a  j)urpresture  built  with  a  shop 
at  the  east  end  of  the  chapel,  formerly  of  St.  Thomas  the 
Martyr,  and  also  other  property  mentioned,  to  them  and 
their  heirs,  on  condition  the  profits  should  be  yearly  disposed 
of  ad  manntencoem  usum  et  pfic'  ludimagis?  erudient'  dis- 
cipuF  in  AYymondham  et  darent  dfio  de  fin'  ad  mortem 
cuius  libet  FeofFatorum.  At  that  court  three  of  the  said 
trustees,  feoffatores,  having  lately  died,  three  others,  chosen 
in  their  stead,  were  admitted  on  the  like  conditions. 

Copy  of  court-roll  of  10th  Oct.,  18  Jac,  1620,  in  same 
manor.  Admission  of  three  new  trustees  in  the  place  of 
three  named  in  the  last  admission,  since  deceased. 


GILD  LANDS. 

The  Bill  made  the  ix  day  of  June  in  the  seventh  jere  of 
the  Heigne  of  our  sou'eygn  lorde  Kynge  Edward  the  sixth 
AVitncsseth  that  I  Edmvnd  Lanyard  S'unt  to  M"".  Thomas 
Knyvett  Esquier  have  receyvyd  the  day  of  makynge  heereof, 
to  the  use  of  m}'^  saide  mayster  the  some  of  sixc  pounds 
thirteen  shillyngs  &  foure  pens  of  lawfull  money  of  Inglond 
payde  by  Fraunc^  - \^ney  &  Thomas  Dunton  Churche 
Wardens  of  j'mondhm  in  full  payment  of  &  for  the 
purchas  of  his  pte  &  pptie  videlt.  the  moyte  of  all  the 
copiehowlde  lends  belongyn  to  the  late  Gylde  of  seynt 
Peater  &  Corpus  Xpi.  in  Wymondhm  holden  by  copie  of 
courte  rooll  of  the  manor  of  Cromwells,  of  the  wliich  said 
some  of  vj/i.  xiij.s-.  iiij(/.  I  knowleys  my  sylf  to  the  use  above 
said  fully  satisfied  cotent  &  paicd  tlie  saide  Inhabytaunce 
therof  to  be  aqidtted  &  discharged  by  these  presents.  In 
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witnesse  whearof  to  this  my  bill  I  have  subscrybed  my  name 
gevcu  the  day  &  yere  above  written. 

p  me  Edm' Banyard. 

26  Henry  YIIT.  (1537).  Conveyance  from  the  Trustees 
of  the  Guyld  of  Holy  Rode  to  Thomas  Knyght  als.  Kett. 

Indenture  dated  20th  July,  a*^  2G  Henry  YIIL,  between 
John  Segar  of  Wymondham  thelder,  William  meklefcld  of 
the  same  town,  baker,  John  Mannyng  of  the  same,  smyth, 
Kichard  Brown,  Nicholas  B urges,  and  Eobert  Kedell  of 
the  con  ptie,  and  Tliomas  Ivnyght  otherwys  called  Kett 
of  Fornesett,  bocher,  of  the  other  ptie.  lleciting  that  the 
first-named  parties  were  seased  of  and  in  oon  mease  edyfyed 
with  certen  land  or  pasture,  &c.,  in  Wymondham  (as 
tnistees)  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  Fraternytie  and 
lirotherhode  of  the  Gujdde  of  holy  rode  in  AVymondham, 
they  the  said  parties,  with  the  consent  and  assent  of  all  the 
brethren  of  the  said  guyld,  bargained  and  sold  imto  the 
said  Thomas  Knyght,  otherwise  Kett,  certain  pieces  of  land 
therein  described,  and  covenanted  and  granted  to  make  a 
good  estate  at  the  ensuing  Feast  of  All  Saints,  to  him 
and  his  heirs  in  fee  simple,  or  as  he  or  they  should  appoint, 
reserving  to  Segar  and  his  co-feoffees  to  the  use  of  the 
brethrenn  of  the  guyld  of  holy  rode  &  ther  successors  four 
pens  yerely  to  be  payd  to  y^  alderman  of  the  s''  guyld  for 
the  time  being  &  his  successors  at  the  fast  of  seynt  michell, 
with  power  of  distress  for  recover}^  of  the  same  in  case  of 
non-payment.  And  Thomas  Knyght  covenanted  to  pay 
to  the  use  of  the  alderman  and  brethren  of  the  foreseid 
guylde  at  the  day  of  makjaig  of  estate,  &c.,  foureten 
pounds  over  and  besyds  fourty  shillings  beforehand  paid 
unto  .the  vendors,  the  receipt  of  which  40.s'.  they  acknow- 
ledf>'ed.  There  are  no  sio-natui'cs  to  this  deed,  and  the  seal 
lias  been  cut  off. 
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Bond  of  Henrici  Gurlinge  de  civitate  Norwici  to  Joliii 
Symonds  ju.  de  Wymondlim,  yeoman,  in  £5.  Dat.  IStti  May, 
a°  25  Eliz. 

Condition  to  be  void  if  Henry  Gurlinge,  his  heirs,  &c., 
stall  from  tyme  to  tyme  (casualtie  by  fyer  excepted)  duringe 
the  terme  of  twentie  yeres  next  ensuinge  the  date  herof 
replace  amende  and  thache  with  reede  well  &  sufficientlie 
the  southe  side  of  the  Gildehowse  called  the  gilde  halle  in 
Wymondhm  from  the  E-igeinge  downewarde  so  that  tlio 
saide  Henry  Gurlinge,  his  executo'^  &  assigs,  shall  havo 
sufficient  reed  &  other  things  necessary  laide  at  the  saide 
howse  and  also  xiiij**^"^  dales  warninge  at  any  time  duringe 
the  saide  terme  when  nede  shall  require  for  the  thackiuge 
and  rediuge  of  the  same.  Signed  by  a  cross  mark  and 
1580 
R.  &  C. 

Redd  sealed  &  delivd  in  the  psence  of 

Loj^e  Kett,  Thomas  Fleminge,  AVellmi  Daynes,  &  mei 
Robarti  Colman,  who  appears  to  have  been  the  writer  and 
used  his  seal. 

The  some  of  the  Free  Londe  belongyng  to  the  gylde  of 
Corpus  xpi,  wythin  the  Towne  of  Wymondhm. 

First  won  messuage  callyd  polejaies  liing  in  the  strete  of 
middylton  and  xj  acres  and  iij  rod  of  londe  medow 
pasture  in  the  newe  feld  in  div'se  peces. 

Itm  won  halfe  acre  of  londe  liing  in  the  feld  called 
Northefeld  in  Wymondhm. 

Itm.  in  medowe  won  acer  &  a  halfe. 


sealed 
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CHURCH  GOODS. 

The  weyglit  of  laten  ornaments  belongyng  to  the  inli'tants 
«f  Wymonclli^ni  coraetli  to  ij  C  iiij^''  &  xliiij//. 

Reinaynyng  Willm.  Kett  die  Marcij  anno  2°  HE,. 
Wwnrdi  vj". 

latten  |  1  scole  weying  vj^'^  xij//. 
ornaments  )  2  scole  weying  vj'"^  xij//. 

3  scole  wejdng  iij''''  xyll. 

Sm^  xvj^'*^  xix//.  [sixteen  score  19  lbs.] 
latcn  holy  water  stojDp  &  j  crosse  w*^  a  foote,  weying  xlj/6. 

remaynyng  in  the  kepyng  of  Willm.  Kett. 
"Wax — oon  trendell  weying  v''^  xiiij/z. 

another  trendell  weying  v''^  xij//. 
Sm^  xj''^  vj//. 


THE  WATCH  AND  PLAY  SOCIETY. 

This  is  the  Acompte  of  William  Lombe,  gent.,  Thom^ 

Hyndam,  Eobt.  Kensy,  Skarndell,  husbands  for  the 

wuche  and  play  of  ^Vymondhm  acomptyng  from  the  

of  June  in  the  xxix  yere  of  the  Kegne  of  our  sufFeren  lord 
Kyng  Henry  the  [eighth]  the  xviij  day  of  June  in  the  xxx 
vere  of  the  Regno  of  our  said  suff'eren  lord  Kyng. 

First  the  acompte  of  vjs.  xc/.  rec.  of  the  arrerag  of  the 
last  acompte  Robt.  Kett  and  his  Felow^  as  it  appereth  in  the 
Fote  of  the  same  acompte. 

Also  the  acompte  of  xxij.s.  ob.  rec'  in  money  gathered 
before  the  play. 

Also  of  viij-s.  iiijf^.  rec.  of  William  Reynold  for  whete 
and  midden  gadered. 

Also  of  ix.s.  rec'  for  iiij  combe  of  malt  gadered. 

Also  of  viijs.  rec'  for  cheses  gadered. 

Also  of  ix6-.  rec'  in  money  after  the  play. 
Sm"*  total  oim.  rec'  iijV/.  iij.s.  ijd.  ob. 
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Wherof  paid — 

Imp^  paid  ijs.  vjV/.  for  vj7/.  of  serpentyn  powder. 

It.  paid  xxjd.  for  iij7/.  of  pyle  powder. 

It.  paid  vijc^.  for  di      of  sadellers  nayle. 

It.  paid  xvj(i.  for  di  reme  of  whiglit  paper. 

It.  paid  ijd.  oh.  for  j//.  of  glewe. 

It.  paid  iijV/.  for  foyle. 

It.  paid  iyl.  for  bowstrings. 

It.  paid  Ycl  for  paktlired. 

It.  paid  vjV/.  in  expens'  for  man  &  horse  byeng  the  seid 
ware. 

It.  paid  iijV^.  for  bred  &  ale  at  the  recordj^ng  the  play. 
It.  paid  yi.  to  John  mannyng  for  a  pece  of  asche  for 
spletur. 

It.  paid  ij(/.  to  a  man  ryvyng  the  same  spletur  for  the 
gyant. 

It.  paid  xixfH?.  to  M"".  Cusyng  for  canvas  to  the  same  gyant. 
It.  paid  iyl.  to  John  Usher  ciittyng  the  clothyng  of  the 
same  gyant. 

It.  ]}aid  ij.S'.  iiijV/.  to  Thorns.  Wennok  werkyng  the  same 
gyant. 

It.  paid  iijd.  for  pakthred  &  bowstryng  to  the  same. 
It.  piiid  iiij.s'.  for  blew  and  red  bokehni  for  ij  vice  cots. 
It.  paid  iu]s.  to  tlie  trumpeters  servyng  the  weche  &  play. 
It.  paid  iiij.S'.  viijc/.  to  the  mynstrales  the  revels  &  dancs. 
It.  paid  xJ.  for  canvas  for  a  cote  armor  to  John  Amyas. 
It.  paid  iij.5.  to  AVilliam  Kett  for  wood  and  astell. 
It.  paid  xvj(/.  to  Willih  Kett  for  xvjA'.  of  talow  to  the 
cresset  light. 

It.  paid  Yiiyl.  to  the  same  Will,  for  piche  and  rosen  to  the 
same  light. 

It.  paid  Yjd.  to  William  Kedell  makyng  the  same  light. 
It.  paid  iiijr/.  for  di  a  bundcll  of  gre}^  paper. 
It.  paid  viijfA  for  a  pcyer  of  shoes  gewyn  to  Willm 
garrard. 
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It,  pciid  iiijfA  to  Thorns  Cliylderliowse  for  a  payer  of 
4evyls  slioes. 

It.  ])aid  yi.  for  wyer. 

It.  paid  viij(/.  to  William  Garrard  gravjmg  flag-gs  & 
wcrkyng  in  the  

It.  paid  iiijr/.  to  Ptobt.  ludborug-h  werkyng  in  the  same 
place  by  

It.  paid  xd.  to  John  Newman  makyng  the  harthys  in  the 
fame  place. 

It.  piiid  ij.s.  viijf/.  for  cariage  of  tymber  clej^e  flaggs  & 
fur  old  pec's  of  tymber. 

It.  paid  xvjc/.  to  AVillrn  Kett  for  old  tymber  to  lay  oner 
iho  -v^lte. 

It.  paid  ixd.  to  Thorns  Bell  werkyng  in  the  same  place  by 
ij  days. 

It.  paid  vj(f.  to  mother  Kett  bakyng  ij  buschells  of  whete 
bruyng  a  combe  of  malt. 

It.  paid  xijs.  to  Thorns  Parker  servyng  the  pperties  of  the 
play. 

It.  paid  xvjf/.  to  "William  Cowper  for  flesche  to  the  pleyers. 
It.  paid  xviij{/.  to  the  same  William  for  flesche. 
It,  paid  injd.  to  Pichard  howso  for  a  horse  by  iij  days. 
It.  paid      to  a  man  tradyng  cley  for  molds. 
It.  paid  ijc/.  to  a  man  gadderyng  moss  to  aray  a  woodhouse. 
It.  paid  \d.  for  lathe  and  nayle  to  a  wyndow  in  the  town 
bowse. 

It.  paid  iij  6'.  iiijc/.  to  John  Skarndell  in  pte.  payment  of 
vijs.  Y']d.  ob. 

Sm'^  total  ome  soluc'  lixs.  iyl.  ob. 

And  so  restethe  in  the  hands  of  Thohis  Wjaidam  and 
"William  Powse  iiijs.  yl. 

3Id,  remaynyng  in  the  hands  of  Pobt.  soman  &  his 
Felows  as  apperethe  in  the  endc  of  tlier  acompte  iiijs. 
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BENEVOLENCE  OF  14  HEN.  YIII,  1521. 

We  Henry  by  the  grace  of  God  Kinge  of  England  and  of 
Eraunce  Defense""  of  the  faithe  and  lord  of  Ireland,  promise 
by  these  presents  truly  to  contente  and  repaie  to  all  and 
singular  suche  psones  of  the  hundrede  of  Fourehowe  w%  o"^ 
Countie  of  Norff.,  whose  names  bee  conteigned  in  a  scedulc 
indented  hereunto  annexed,  all  and  singuler  suche  pticuler 
somes  of  moneye,  as  have  been  by  theym  and  eu'y  of  theym 
lovingly  advanced  vnto  vs  by  the  waye  of  loone  a  mountynge 
in  the  hole  to  the  some  of  one  hundred  threscor  tliirtejai 
pounds  eight  shillings  sterlinge.  In  vartues  wherof  to  these 
presents  we  have  caused  o"'  prevay  seele  to  be  sette  the 
secunde  daye  of  the  moneth  of  Decembr.  the  xiiij^'^  yere  of 
o'^  Reigne. 

To  this  is  affixed  a  strip  of  parchment  inscribed — 
By  this  sedule  Indented  appereth  as  well  all  the  names 
as  the  sumes  of  mony  of  the  Inhabitaunces  within  the 
hundred  of  Fourehowe  in  the  count}"  of  NorfF.  that  hath 
lovyngly  advaunced  vnto  the  Kyngs  gov*,  by  wey  of  lone 
the  same  sumes.    First — 

Thomas  AVodehous  knyght  xv/i. 

Thirty-one  other  names,  including  Willm.  Penyngton, 
gent.  x/i. ;  the  highest  amounts  being  Dna  louell  xx//., 
John  Cusshyn  xx//.,  Edward  Knevet  squier  xx//. 

Sm'^  to*^  of  this  cedule  indented  one  hundred  threscor 
thirteyn  poundes  viij.s.  st.    Henry  Wiat. 

The  label  to  which  the  seal  is  attached  passes  through  botli. 
The  seal  itself,  of  red  wax,  is  broken,  but  the  centre,  with 
the  royal  arms,  is  entire. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  BECKET'S  CHAPEL 
AT  WYMONDIIAM. 

Itcpacons  don  vpon  the  cliapell  in  the  xxxiij  yere  of  the 
I^.^Ylle  of  our  soueran  Lord  King  Henry  the  eight. 

Dio  niartis  &  see  Anne. 
First,  ijd.  paid  for  nayle  to  the  stagyng  in  takyng  doim 
(one  weeke)  seven  different  sums  varying  from  jd.  to 
viijV/.  ob.  to  as  many  men,  the  two  hist  "beryng  Ere 
btou."    Sm^  ijs.  iiijf/.  ob. 

Die  iiiercurij. 

Ten  payments  in  like  sums  as  above  to  as  many  men, 
two  "  beryng  Frccston,"    two   others   "       bords  & 
bedds."    Sm^  iiij.s.  iijc/.  ob. 
Die  Jovis. 

Six  payments  to  as  many  men,  two  castyng  sonde,  and 
tlie  like  to  seven  others,  two  w*  bords  &  bedd,  another 
fur  vj7/.  of  sowde,  and  including  iij'*^'^  &  xli.  of  lede, 
xxiij^/.    Sm^  ^'iij^'-  iij<^^-  t»h. 
Die  ve8is. 

Nine  payments,  including  yl.  ior  jll.  of  rosen  for  syment,^ 
ij(/.  for  emendyng  of  a  lok  and  a  mason's  axe,  vijV/.  for 
caryiug  ij  loods  of  sonde  iij  loods  of  calyon  -  &  ij  loods 
of  stagyng  tymber,  and  ijd.  by  dj  day  carying  ston. 
In  all,  iijs.  jd.  ob. 

Sabb's.  Eight  payments,  including  xiijV/.  carying  xiij 
loods  of  sonde  and  calion,  and  four  others  comprising 
iiiyL  for  a  panne  to  make  in  syment,  yl  for  nayle  to 
the  stagyng.  It.  iiijs.  viiij(/.  for  ij  chalders  of  lyme. 
It.  jd.  for  three  peny  nayle.    Sin^  ixs.  vc/.  ob. 

Die  lune  8°  die  August!. 

It.  paid  Yd.  to  Edmnds  laborere  beryng  ston  owt  the 
strete  into  the  chapell. 


1  Cement. 


-  Cahjon,  calion^  round  stone. 
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Die  martis.  Two  labourers  at  iiiyi.,  iij^/.,  and  iyl.  tlio 
half- day  each. 

Die  niercurij.    More  paj'ments  to  labourers  at  iijV/., 
and  \jd.,  and  xijc/.  for  carriage  of  a  chalder  of  lyme. 

Die  Jovis.  Like  payments,  also  makyng-  a  syntor,^  and 
takyng  down  a  gret  old  Beame,  and  for  a  plank  to  ley  ouer 
the  vice. 

And  so  it  goes  on  with  particulars  of  every  payment  for 
twenty- six  days,  none  of  which  are  of  sufficient  interest  to 
extract.    I  have,  however,  noted  the  following. 

It.  paid  XV jf/.  for  caryeng  ij  loods  of  Brjdi  tile  fi'5 
Hetersett. 

It.  iyl.  for  carying  ij  loods  of  calyon  from  the  late  abbey 
to  the  chapell.  It.  iiijV/.  for  a  rope  called  a  hauser.  It.  vjV. 
for  carying  ij  loods  of  ston  fro  the  late  abbey  to  the  chapell. 
It.  ob.  for  a  four  peny  nayle  to  amend  a  bosse. 

Die  mercurij  j°  dies  Octobr^  In  addition  to  wages  to  a 
plomer  and  his  svant,  paid  \}d.  for  tlier  bords,  beds,  and 
pasture  for  oon  horse. 

Die  veSs  14*^  die  Octobr.  To  Thorns  Belle  &  his  sunt, 
w*^  ther  bord,  steppyng,  &  waterbord  agen  the  stepyll. 

Die  veSis  21°  die  Octobr^  iiijd.  carying  iij  loods  of  tilo 
from  the  town  house  to  y"^  chapell. 

It.  paid  xij(/.  to  Thoni^  Belle  &  his  ij  sunts  makyng  and 
remouying  the  stagys  for  the  glaser  to  sett  upp  his  glas, 
and  payments  to  the  said  glasher. 

It.  xijd.  for  CO  of  whete  strawe.  It.  iij.s.  iiijc/.  to  John 
person  &  iij  men  carying  the  seid  strawe  stakkyng  and 
ryggyng  the  stepill. 

The  total  amount  paid  was  viij/?.  ixs.  iiijt/. 

Following  the  entries  above  alluded  to  is  one  entry  of 
receipts. 

M''.  rec.  xix-s.  of  John  Amys  &  Robt.  Agas  the  first  day 
2  A  centre  ? 
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fef  August,  in  tlie  xxxiij  yere  of  the  Heync  of  K.  Henry 
ike  viij'*',  by  me  S'^  Jolin  Symonds ;  and  five  other  sums  in 
♦August,  two  others  in  Sept.,  two  in  October,  and  two  on 
XX  (lay  of  November.  Sm.^  Iviijs.  ijc/.  Et  sic  solucoes 
rxcednt  rec.  yU.  xjs.  ij(/. 
(The  above  on  paper  sown  bookwise,  but  not  bound.) 

Itepacons  don  upone  the  chapill  of  AVymondhm  in  the 
xxxiij  yere  of  the  regno  of  our  Souen  lorde  Kyng 
Henry  the  eight. 

Payments : — 

First,  xijV/.  to  Richard  Englysshe  and  Thom^  Danny  for 
tikyng  down  of  the  stonwark  of  iiij  wyndows  in  the  abbey. 

It.  xijc/.  for  beryng  of  the  seid  wyndows  fro  the  seid  late 
abbey  onto  the  said  chapell  by  j  day  &  di  w*  ther  borde. 

It.  xijd.  for  dyggyng  of  Freston  &  calyon  in  the  seid 
lite  abbey  by  iij  days  w^  his  bord. 

It.  iiji'.  iiijf/.  for  x  lodes  of  sonde. 

It.  xYjd.  for  carying  &  diggyng  ston  leyd  owt  in  the 
eburche  yard.  It.  xxc/.  for  carying  of  ston  from  the  churche 
yarde  to  the  chapell. 

Soluc  anno  primo  Edwardi  Regis  sexti. 

First,  paid  to  Mr.  ]3asynghm,  goklsmyth,  his  peyns  to 
wcy  the  churche  pkite  thare,  ij.s. 

It.  to  Richard  Pentney  for  diggyng  the  sawpytt  in  the 
eburche  j^ard  for  the  sawar,  iyl. 

It.  to  John  Sawar  splightyng  t^nnber  at  the  said  sawe 
pytt  w^  his  sunt  by  oon  day  w^  thar  bord  for  the  rofi'  of  the 
town  chapell,  xiijV/. 

(There  are  other  payments  for  working  at  the  same  roof, 
some  at  iiijf/.  the  day,  and  others  at  ijd.  ob.) 

It.  to  Richard  Englisch  workyng  upon  the  stepill  late 
called  Beckett's  chapell  stepill  by  vj  dayes  w^  his  bord  at 
iiij.9.  injd. 
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(Many  other  payments  for  labour  not  particularly 
specified.) 

It.  for  grease  to  the  whole  sett  to  ^yynd  upp  ston,  calyon, 
and  morter,  ob. 

It.  for  mendyng  of  oon  of  the  s.  bosses  for  morter,  yl. 

It.  to  for  carying  of  ij  loods  of  Freston  owt  tlie 

churche  yard. 

It.  for  an  ook  to  make  the  princepall  beame  for  the  roff 
of  the  stepill,      the  cariage  of  the  same,  xviijc/. 
It.  to  Thoms  Kett  for  m^  of  broke  tyle,  vj.s'. 
It.  for  m^  of  thakk  tyle,  yjs. 

It.  to  Thoms  Kett  for  C  of  brike  tyle  (apparently  nil.) 

It.  to  a  woman  beryng  the  seid  tile  fi'o  Thoms.  Kett  to 
the  chapell,  vj(/. 

(The  wages  of  men  were  5d.  a  day  without  board,  those 
of  women  were  4:d.  a  day.) 

Payments  for  the  carriage  of  thak  tyle  from  Melton  and 
from  Bokenham. 

Many  others  for  lyme. 

Receipts  for  "  chyppj^s  sold  in  the  church,"  viijci^. 

—  for  old  bords  &  tymber  sold  owt  of  the  chapell,  xvr/. 

—  for  xli.  of  old  yron  taken  owt  of  the  wallys  in  the 
churche  over  and  above  xxvj//.  of  the  same  old  yven  gevyn 
to  the  same  Thoms.  in  exchange  for  ij  barrs  of  new  yron 
weying  xxij//.,  the  seid  new  barrs  be  leyd  on  ij  wyndowes 
of  the  stepill  now  new  buelded  at  Bekkett's  chapell,  vjd 

I  also  made  extracts  from  an  old  Churchwardens'  Book, 
which  I  reserved  for  a  future  occasion. 


COMMUNICATED  BY 

THE  REV.  II.  J.  LEE-WARNER,  M.A., 

HON.  CANON  OF  NOHWICH. 


In  a  recent  memoir  we  traced  tlie  descent  of  the  Caltliorps 
of  Burnliam  from  Domesday  to  the  extinction  of  their  line, 
through  failure  of  male  issue,  a.d.  1551,  and  we  now  revert 
to  a  collateral  branch,  also  extinct,  which  issued  from  the 
main  stem  a.d.  1436,  in  the  first  Calthorp  of  Cockthorp. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Isabel  Bacon,  wife  of  Sir  Oliver 
Culthorp,  A.]).  137G,  had  brought  into  the  family  her  manors 
of  Cockthorp  and  Elakeney ;  but  she  again  severed  them 
from  the  inheritance,  in  favour  of  her  younger  grandchild 
liichard.  In  thus  turning  back  to  a  former  page  of  our 
history,  the  sequence  of  our  narrative  will  remind  us  of  an 
JEncid,  succeeded  by  an  Eclogue  or  a  Georgic.  The  memories 
of  Agincourt,  and  the  death  struggle  of  the  Roses,  will  give 
place  to  the  pastoral  obscurity  of  the  lives  of  country 
gentlemen,  alternating  as  James  and  Christopher  for  eight 
or  ten  generations,  on  the  banks  of  a  nameless  brook,  in  a 
remote  corner  of  the  island. 

The  Vitis  Ca/thorpicuia  snjs:  "This  Isabel  died  12  Henry 
IV.,  and  by  her  will  gave  Sniterley  (Blakeney)  to  her 
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gTancIcliilcl  Richard  of  Cocktliorp.    Tlic  will  witli  Mr.  Bacon 
of  Nurwicli."    A  copy  of  tliiy  will,  which  is  w^ritteii  in 
Noraian  French,  is  now  with  Lord  Calthorpo ;  but  while  it 
gives  to  "Richard  Fitz  a  Sir  William  Calthorp  a  aver  et  tcncr 
a  luy  et  a  sez  heirs  de  son  corps  issuant     large  estates  in 
Essex  and  elsewhere,  it  is  altogether  silent  on  the  subject  of 
the  Sniterley  gift,  which  may  have  formed  a  nuncupative 
codicil.    However  that  might  have  been,  the  intention  of  the 
testatrix  was  fully  recognized  twenty-six  years  afterwards  by 
the  male  heir  of  Burnham  and  his  trustees,  who,  in  the 
following  terms  conveyed  the  manors  :    "  Sciant  presentes  et 
futuri  quod  nos  Simon  Felbrigg,  mil.,  Brianus  Stapleton,  mil., 
Will*  Paston,  Nich*  Atchurch,  ex  assensu  et  spontanea  volun- 
tate  Will""  Calthorp,  arm.,  consanguinei  et  heredis  Will'"^ 
Calthorp,  mil.,  defuncti,  viz.,  filii  et  hered.  Johis  Calthorp, 
mil.,  defuncti,  filii  et  heredis  pntdicti  Will'"'  Calthorp,  mil., 
et  juxta  efFectum  ultimso  voluntatis  Isabelhe  qucc  fuit  uxor 
Oliveri  Calthorp,  mil.,  sororis  et  heredis  Bartli.  Bacon,  mil, 
dimisimus  libere,  &c.    Ricardo  Calthorp,  arm'',  filio  proodicti 
Will^  Calthorp,  mil.,  et  Margarettie  uxoris  prccdicti  manor! 
nos?  de  Sniterley,  &c.  Tho.  Astley  testis.  Dated  14  lien.  YI. 
(1436.)    The  deed  with  Hen.  Calthorp,  Esq.,  at  Ampton." 
And  tho  above   further  enables  us  to  correct  an  error  of 
Blomeheld,  who  makes  Richard  to  be  the  son,  and  not  (as 
he  really  was)  the  grandson  of  Isabel  (late  Bacon). ^ 

^  The  descent  in  the  fifteenth  century  would  scorn  hopelessly  confused  if 
we  had  not  the  clear  evidence  of  the  Mckylfcld  will  to  g-uide  us.  The  Xorf. 
Vis.  for  Cockthcrp  [Uarl.  MS.,  1154),  t'.y.,  commences  thus: — 

"  John  Cal.  of  Cockthorp,  2^  son  of  John  Cal.  aforesayde  and  2  brother  to 
Sir  Will. 

"  John  Cal.  of  Cockthorp,  Esq.,  mar.  d.  of  Eiming  .  .  .  and  had  issue 
Christopher  and  Oliver. 

"  Christopher  Cal.  of  Cockthorp,  Esq.,  mar.  y'^'  d.  of  .  .  .  .  &  had  issue 
John,  sonn  &  h. 

"  John  Cal.  of  Cock.,  Esq.,  mar.  Alice  d.  of  John  Astley,  &c." 
With  this  compare  the  opening  of  the  will  of  INlarg*.  Mekylfeld,  proved  at 
Norwich,  Dccemlier  12,  1480,  on  opposite  page. 


For  more  than  one  reason  the  estate,  which  thus  passed, 
merits  a  particular  description.  It  occupies  an  elevated 
plateau  on  the  belt  of  high  ground  which  extends  from 
Hunstanton  to  Cromer,  on  the  verge  of  the  German  Ocean  ; 
but  never  runs  inland  bej^ond  a  few  miles.  The  waterslied 
thereby  formed  has  a  drainage  of  brooks  or  rivulets,  wliicli, 
like  the  StifFkey  river,  have  cut  their  way  northwards, 
through  the  chalks  and  gravels,  occasionally  in  dells  or  gorges 
of  picturesque  character,  before  they  lose  themselves  in  tlio 
mU  marsh  or  sandy  beach.  Cockthorp,  as  its  name  indicates, 
is  a  village  perched  on  an  emiuence,  although  the  dead  level 
of  the  table  land,  at  this  particular  spot,  prevents  an 
extensive  outlook.  The  ground  floor  of  the  manor  house, 
coutiguous  to  a  public  road,  could  never  have  commanded 
more  than  two  objects:  the  village  cross,  whose  base  is  still  in 
nifu,  and  the  little  parish  church,  a  plain  and  unpretending 
structure,  standing  on  as  bleak  a  spot  as  any  within  tlie 
county.  But  in  a  few  hundred  paces  the  scene  gradually 
changes.  A  very  slight  elevation  would  look  out  on  old  ocean 
for  many  a  league ;  and  southward  the  eye  ranges  over  the 
Walsingham  Deanery,  with  many  of  its  dependent  churches, 
around  the  celebrated  shrine  of  the  Paratlialassian  Virgin. 
The  grand  Norman  pile  of  the  [ibbey  cliui-eh  of  Binham 
lies  in  the  adjoining  parish,  and  forms  a  middle  distance. 

From  the  village  a  steep  descent  of  several  hundred  yards 
leads  down  the  chalk  escarpment  to  tlie  bottom  of  the  gorge, 
where  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  StifFkey, — formerly  accom- 
panied by  a  twin  sister, — nestles  on  the  river's  bank,  on  which 
the  gv'cij  towers  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon, 

"  Imprimus  logo  animam,  &c.,  corpus  que  meum  sepeliendum  infra  Eccliam 
omn'  scor'  Je  Cokctliorp  juxta  Rem.  Oalthorp  quondam  maritum  meum." 

She  further  names  her  sous  Jolm,  ()]iv<ir,  and  William. 

The  will  of  her  first  hushand,  Richard  Caltliorp,  was  proved  Fch.  25,  1 138, 
and  he  appoints  "  IMargarctam  uxorem  lucam  et  Jolianncm  ln\iynglaiid, 
Ji(3etorem  eccliie  paroehialis  sci.  Johanuis  do  kSlyll'key  "  liis  oxetaitors. 


preserve  his  memory  and  his  name. — JVorf.  Are/ueol.,  vol.  viii, 
p.  143.  Higher  up,  the  rounded  hill  of  Warhoroiigh 
retains  in  its  name  and  aspect  a  recollection  of  the  troiihlous 
times  when  the  beacon  fire  on  its  summit  flashed  signals  of 
invasion  to  the  so-called  "  Danish  "  camp  at  Warham,  an 
earthwork  which  dates  prohabl}^  from  earlier  British  days. 
Such  were  the  surroundings  of  Richard  entering  on  his  new 
abode.  lie  counted  his  sheep  by  thousands,  whether  they 
roamed  on  the  commons  and  inhaled  the  "  croceos  odores" 
of  the  golden  furze,  which  is  still  the  weed  of  the  district, 
or  whether,  under  careful  shepherds,  they  were  tended  on 
the  salt  marsh,-  as  they  followed  the  receding  tides.  The 
wool  of  the  black-faced  Norfolk  (a  breed  now  extinct)  was 
fairly  long  in  the  staple,  although  dark  and  scanty ;  but  such 
of  it  as  was  not  left  on  the  bushes  where  they  rambled  was 
convertible  into  clothing  and  blankets,  which,  in  most  of  the 
wills  of  the  period,  occur  as  a  usual  legacy  to  favoured  sons 
or  cousins.  The  surplus — readily  disposed  of  at  the  staple  of 
Norwich,  or  spun  in  the  looms  of  Worstead,  or  perhaps 
shij^ped  at  Blakeney  in  a  contraband  runner  to  Belgium — 
was  a  valuable  source  of  income  ;  and  accordingly  the  wills 
are  evidence  that  it  was  frequently  so  considered.  Thus, 
John  Calthorp  (1503):  ''To  Alys  my  wiffe  all  my  shepe 
pastured  in  Cokethorp,  and  all  my  weders  pastured  in  the 
field  of  Morston.''  Thus  again,  Christoj^her  (1547) :  "  To 
my  sone  James  all  my  purchased  lands,  and  residue  of  plate 
and  moveables  in  full  satisfaction  for  1000  shepe,  which  that 
I  the  said  Christofer  Calthorp  standeth  boimd  to  deliver  to 
said  James  by  a  pryer  Ind"'  of  Cov"^  of  marriage  made 
between  Robert  Garneys  and  John  Garneys,  Esq.,  and  me  the 
said  Christofer." 

2  An  inq.  p.  m.  taken  on  the  death  of  Christopher  Calthorp,  1  Car.  I., 
specifies,  inter  alia,  "  Quadraginta  acras  marisci  salsi  iu  Blakeney,  et  ducentas 
acras  marisici  salsi  et  chingle  in  Cley." 
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It  may  probably  admit  of  question  whether  Richard 
ralthorp,  on  succeeding  to  his  Cockthorp  inheritance,  found 
them  a  mansion  suited  to  his  advanced  position.  lie 
Wjueaths  his  messag-ium  in  Cokethorp  to  his  wife  Margaret, 
in  contradistinction  to  a  certain  tenementum  vocatum 
Ilurcs  in  Wretill,"  a  manor,  which  he  had  in  Essex,  by  his 
l^-nindmother's  will.  We  presume,  therefore,  that  he  lived 
there;  although  the  extensive  foundations,  and  the  mere 
fnigment  of  a  doorway,  preserved  in  a  farm  stable,  would 
indicate  a  later  date.  But  here  at  least  he  died,  leaving  sons 
and  daughters,  and  providing  for  his  sepulture,  ''coram 
curiam  sanctam  in  Ecclesia  Omnium  Scorum  in  Cokthorp." 
IIo  died  comparatively  early;  and  his  widow,  who  remarried, 
was  left  by  him  in  full  jiossession,  and  (if  we  may  judge  by 
her  will)  had  occasion  to  phiy  the  part  of  a  peacenudvcr 
among  her  children,  who  seem  to  have  lived  around  her,  but 
wliose  relations  among  themselves  were  not  the  most  amicable.^ 
To  Alice,  her  son's  wife,  she  bequeaths  "  duo  salsaria  argen? 
una  cum  cooptorl  ac  etiam  unam  crateram  argen?  qua3  nuper 
fucrunt  Johis  Ilastley  f)tris  dictso  Alicin)  ad  termiS  vita3  sua3, 
ct  quod  post  mortem  suam  ilia  salsaria  et  cratera  remaneant 
Cbristofero  filio  dictorum  Johis  et  Alicicc."  She  bequeaths 
to  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  llobert  Brauneh,   "  zonam 

3  "  Item  volo  qd.  cum  Oliverus  Calthorp  filius  mens  per  diversa  scripta  sua 
obligatoria  michi  ac  Will™"  Calthorp  filio  meo  ad  usum  mourn  oLligat'"  in 
div'sorum  donar'  summa  michi  ad  div'sa,  fosta  in  iisdem  scriptis  coutcn  .  .  . 
qd.  si  idem  Oliverus  aut  Agnes  uxor  ejus  implicent  molestcnt,  seu  perturbent 
Johannem  Calthorp  heredes  seu  assignat'  sues  de  (scr.)  pro  uno  mcssagiu  ct 
ccrtis  terris  et  ten'tis  in  Cokethorp  quto  iidcm  Oliverus  et  Agnes  nupor  de 
licentia  mea  occupaverint  tunc  dicta  scripta  oLligatoria  cedant,  ad  usum 
meum  et  pecuni;x)  inde  provenientes  disponentur  ad  oxecutioncm  pra\scntc3 

test,  mei  ct  si  non  relaxent  totum  eorum  in  priodiet'  tcrr'  ita  quod 

ipsum  Johann'  non  inquietent  ut  pridem,  et  tunc  volo  q''  dicta  scrii>ta 
obligatoria  cidemOlivero  delibercnt,  otvolo  ct  require  quoad  pra^dictumWillm. 
filium  meum  q''  ipse  non  relaxet  eidem  Olivero  nec  aliquod  faciat  in  Ijarra 
obligator'  prtedict',  &c." 
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blodii  coloris  harnessatam  cum  argento  cleaurato."  This 
Kobert  was  apparently  a  son  of  Edmond  Brauncli,  wlioso 
arms  were  impaled  with  Caltliorp  in  the  chancel  of  Stody 
Church. — Blom.  Nor/.,  v.  960.  She  finally  provides  for  lier 
interment  by  the  side  of  her  first  husband,  and  constitutes 
her  son  John  her  sole  executor. 

The  will  of  this  John  is  dated  June  6th,  1503,  and  is  one 
of  the  first  in  English  of  the  series  of  Calthorp  wills  in  tlio 
Norwich  Eegisters.  His  monumental  brass  is  coarsely 
executed,  and  is  now  read  with  difiiculty  ;  but  it  informs  ua, 
by  comparison  with  his  will,  that  the  "  Wliyte  Eryres  of 
Snetyrles  "  (the  Carmelites  of  Blakeney)  claimed  his  body 
as  that  of  a  deceased  benefactor.    It  reads  : — 

flit  jacent  corpora  loljaunis  Caltljorp  ^rmtgi  unibs 
fbntiatofm  cobcnt  k  ^Ucie  bxis  ti'  qbi  Mil 
xii°  tite  ^[urfustrt  a  trni  jubttt — ^ataS  pptiict. 

A  mutilated  escutcheon  preserves  only  a  trace  of  the  engrailed 
border  of  the  Astley  coat,  and  a  circular  cavity  in  the  centre 
of  its  impalement  is  the  only  remaining  evidence  of  the 
cinquefoil  ermine,  originally  in  enamel,  which  it  once 
contained. 

From  him  *  the  stock  proceeds,  giving  out  a  fruitful  off- 
shoot in  the  person  of  Kichard  of  Antingham,  who,  had  he 
lived  to  see  it,  would  have  been  proud  of  the  civic  honours 
conferred  on  his  boy  Martin,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  in  tlic 
thirtieth  year  of  Elizabeth.  This  Antingham  memorial 
is  most  conveniently  studied  among  the  Brasses  of  Cotman. 
Worn  and  mutilated  as  the  monument  now  is,  and  even  in 

4  Extract  from  his  will,  dated  March  12,  15i7  :— 

"If  it  chaunceth  that  I  dye  at  Coketliorp,  to  ho  huryed  in  tho  chaunsell 
there  hefore  the  ymage  of  all  Saints,  and  if  it  chaunceth  that  I  dye  and 
dcparte  at  Blakeney,  my  hody  for  to  ho  huried  in  tho  P'ish  Church  at 
Blakeney  aforesaydc  next  to  my  flather's  grave." 
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part  transposed,  it  is  so  complete  a  record  as  to  deserve  more 
ran^fid  notice  than  any  that  has  yet  been  given  it.  Eleven 
sons  and  five  daughters,  represented  in  effigy,  with  their 
nnines  inscribed  in  order,  enable  us  to  give  to  each  his  proper 
place  in  the  pedigree ;  and  beside  them  a  smaller  group  of 
two  grandsons,  and  a  granddaughter,  remains  to  be  accounted 
for.  These  are  apparently  the  children  of  Antony,  the 
nuTcer,  of  London,  who,  d5dng  at  his  country  house,  Mason's 
lUW,  Bromley,  was  there  buried  ;  but  left  a  legacj^  to  tlie 
]K)or  of  Antingham.  A  little  plate  with  his  name  existed  in 
Cotman's  time,  but  has  since  been  abstracted  by  the  chisel 
of  some  collector.  Blomefield's  hasty  conclusion,  more  than 
once  repeated,  arose  from  his  counting  the  heads,  but  ignoring 
the  names  of  the  children.  The  inscription  runs  thus  ;  and 
wo  give  it  at  full  length  in  order  to  correct  Blomefield's 
errors  and  interpolations  : — 

"here  under  LYETir  BURIED  RYCIIARD  CALTHORr  ESQUYER 
YE  SONE  OE  JUON  CALTIIOUP  OF  COKTIIORP  ESQUYER 
AND  ANNE  HIS  WIEE 
LATE  YE  WIFE  OF  ROREKT  RAYNNES  ESQ'eR 
THE  DAYGHTER  OF  EDMOND  IIASTYNGS  ESQUER 
..    •  AYYCIIE  SAYDE  RICHARD  DEI'ARTYD  THYS  LYFE 

THE  XX  DAYE  OF  JANUARY  AN^*  d'nI  15')-1 
AND  IN  THE  FFYliST  AND  SECONDE  YERES  OF  KYNG  I'llYLYPFE  AND  QUENE  MAKY 
AND  THE  SAYDE  ANNE 
DECEASED  THE  XXX  DAYE  OF  MARCHE  AN^  d'nI  1562, 
GOD  liE  ERAYSED." 

The  armorial  bearings  on  the  ledger  are  not  without  signifi- 
cance. The  Calthorp  coat  is  charged  with  an  annulet  on  tlie 
ermine  fess  for  difterence,  denoting  the  fifth  house.  A  second 
escutcheon  has  Calthorp,  impaling  Hastings,  quartering 
Ffoliot.  A  third  bears  the  arms  of  the  "  Merchant  Adven- 
turers," barry-nebuly  arg.  and  az.,  on  a  chief  quarterly 
gules ;  1  and  4,  a  lion  passant  gardant ;  2  and  3,  two 
roses.  These  Merchant  Adventurers  or  Hamburgh  Mcr- 
cliants  were  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  the  City  companies ; 
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and  when  their  first  incorporation,  1296,  was  confirmed  by 
Queen  Elizabeth,  they  rose  to  such  a  position  of  wealth  and 
eminence,  as  not  only  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  our  own 
woollen  traders  at  Norwich,  e.g.,  and  Ipswich,  but  in  a  measure 
to  cripple  the  trade  of  Hamburgh  and  the  chief  continental 
centres.  A  fourth  escutcheon  has  the  Mercer's  Arms — a 
demi  virgin  couped,  croAvned,  and  wreathed  with  roses. — 
Edmondson's  Jleraldry.  These  memorials  seem  to  indicate 
that  several  of  the  brothers  contributed  to  their  parents' 
monument;  among  them  Edward  the  merchant,  and  Bartram, 
whose  brass  remains  incised  in  Roman  capitals.  The  relation 
of  these  brasses  to  the  Cockthorp  fleeces  is  obvious.  They 
serve  to  mark  the  passage  from  the  sheepfold  to  the  wool- 
sack, and  point  out  the  steps  by  which  Calthorps  yet  unborn 
were  to  attain  legal  eminence  in  the  service  of  the  state  or 
sovereign. 

We  may  briefly  refer  to  Stow  for  the  mayoralty  of  Sir 
Martin,^  whose  eventful  year  of  ofiice  coincided  with  the 
appearance  of  the  Spanish  Armada  off"  the  coast  of  England. 
While  the  queen  was  riding  on  horseback  through  the  camp 
at  Tilbury,  by  her  presence  infusing  animation  into  the  eager 
hearts  of  her  soldiers,  her  chief  magistrate  was  engaged  in 
the  metropolis  extracting  loans  and  subsidies  from  the  pockets 
of  reluctant  citizens,  to  supply  the  sinews  of  war.  Doubtless, 
unless  prevented  by  his  last  fatal  illness,  he  was  present  at 
St.  Paul's,  in  attendance  on  the  court,  when  the  queen  heard 
the  sermon.  Perhaps  his  patriotic  exertions  had  hastened  the 
messenger  of  death,  and  explain  the  suggestive  tone  of  loyal 

5  The  original  silver  Beal,  to  which  Stow  apparently  had  access  for 
engraving  in  his  Survey  of  Lotidun,  and  to  which  he  has  erroneously  added 
a  crescent  for  difference,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Eev.  JefFery  MiHard, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  some  of  the  more  recent  documents  connected 
with  the  pedigree.  It  makes  an  oval  impression,  and  stands  about  an  incli 
high,  perforated  for  attachment  with  a  trefoil  apoiturc.  Its  setting  id 
inscribed  "  C.  C.  1594." 
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melancholy  which  dictated  the  preamble  of  his  will.  "  If  T 
shall  die  in  the  service  of  her  majesty,  then  I  will  that  my 
brethren  the  aldermen  join  with  my  executors  for  my  burial, 
as  beseemeth  a  good  citizen."  The  anticipation  was  fully 
realized  ;  the  seal  of  the  corporation  fell  from  his  hand 
before  the  year  was  ended,  and  was  received  by  Sir  Roger 
Martin — and  he  died  within  two  months.  His  arms  in  Stow's 
engraving  are  represented  quarterly  of  six :  1  and  G, 
Calthorp ;  2,  Bacon  ;  3,  three  lions  passant ;  4,  St.  Omer ; 
5,  (?)  Stapleton.  It  is  not  without  surprise  that  we  recognize 
in  the  third  quartering  the  roj^al  arms  of  England.  It  is  not 
very  apparent  by  what  right  assumed,  but  one  of  the  last 
Calthorps  of  the  line,  on  migrating  to  East  Barsham,  in- 
serted the  lions  passant  regardant  as  the  fort}'^- eighth  of 
a  series  of  impalements  in  an  oriel  window  of  his  Wolterton 
manor-house,  as  derived  through  Devereux,  from  a  daughter 
of  Henry  III.,  and  it  remained  there  to  a  comparatively 
recent  date.    (See  woodcut,  p.  168.) 

While  the  younger  branches  at  Antingham  were  thus 
inscribing  their  annals  on  monumental  brass  or  marble,  and 
obeying  the  natural  instinct  of  that  craving  for  immortality 
which  is  inherent  in  the  human  mind,  a  more  perishable 
material  was  selected  by  their  cousin  James  of  Cockthorp, 
with  the  same  en{l  in  view.  His  last  will  and  testament  is 
not  only  suggestive  of  the  outward  life  of  a  Norfolk  squire 
under  the  Tudors,  but  moreover  expressive  of  the  inner  life 
of  religious  England  under  an  open  Bible,  and  our  readers 
will  share  our  regret  that  of  the  "  AYyndowe  of  the  Soulli 
He,"  with  the  testator  and  his  wife  "  sett  in  it,"  not  a  trace 
remains.  The  same  may  be  said  also  of  the  scrypture  of 
latyne"  (latten)  on  his  mother's  grave;  but  the  ''chauncell 
gabell  with  its  table  of  ifreestone,"  at  a  cost  of  yUI.  xiiis.  ivr/., 
may  even  now  be  traced ;  as  also  the  testator's  tomb,  from 
the  provisions  of  the  will. 

A  court  leet  extract  from  an  original  document  from  the 
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turUh  cliest  at  Wigliton  gives  us  an  interesting  glimpse  of 
(Vktliorp  at  this  period. 

"  Hundr  de  Nortli  Grenlioo." 
AlyfTokey  cum    Vis.  franc,  dnor  Eegis  ct  Eogine  ducat  sui  Lancastr. 
Cokthorpp.      it)m  tout  die  Jovis  prox  ante  fostum  Sci  Nicholai  Epi 
regnorum  Phi.  et  Marie  dei  gra  Eegis  et  Ecgino 
Anglie  Franc'  Neapol.  Jerusalem  et  Ilibnio  fidei 
defons,  Eegino  Ilispaniar  et  Sicilio  Archiduc.  Austr 
Diie  Mediolan  Burgund  et  Brabant'  comit'  Ilaus- 
pourg  Flandf  et  Tirol!  s'cdo  et  tercio. 
(Vrtificatio  int  al.     Juratores  dicunt  suj5  sacraiTi  suum  q*^  Jacobus 
I  A- to  Y'  X'^.        (  Calthorpp    arin  diminuit   et  accrochiavit  sibi  cum 
l^ssat  suo  pceir  yim  vocat'  lo  perambulacion  Wey 
apud  Brokebake  prope  Cokthorpp  Debdale  nocnon 
accrocbiavit  sibi  cu  arratr  suo  j5cell  unius  Mor  vocat 
lo  perambulacions  mere  apud  Coldcsdalo  et  etiam 
^f»n■cia  iij''.       (  diminuit  et  accrocbiavit  sibi  pcell  yicO  perambulac' 
apud  Blaklands  per  quod  capitulares  do  Styf'fekoy 
non  possunt  facero  purell  [purflo,  a  border  or  bem- 
niing]  sivo  porambulacionem  suam  prout  debont. 
Ideo  in  mercia  est.    Et  pr  ei  illud  suffic"'  emcndare 
^  citr^  px'  lot  sub  pen  iij'  iiij''. 

(Et  q^'  Jacobus  Caltborpj)  ai'in  volent'  absent  sorv' 
suum  ad  cort  suas  facioiut  liujus  lot  prout  debont. 
Ideo  in  m.  Et  pr  ei  ne  ampl.  ita  facere  sub  pen 
iij^  iiij''. 

The  onl}^  family  monument  remaining  in  the  little  church 
attracts  attention  mainly  by  reason  of  its  uncouth  inscription : 

"  IN  ASSURED  HOPE  llESTETH  HERE  THE  ROBIES  OF 
SIR  JAMES  CALTHOlir,  KS'^*^  AND  DAME  BARBARA  HIS  WIFE 
DAUGHTER  TO  JOHN  BACON  ESQ.  OF  HESSET. 
BY  HER  HE  HAD  8  SONS,   AND  G  DAUGHTERS, 
IN  WHOSE  SEVERAL  MARRIAGES  AND  ISSLtE  THE  ANCIENT  GLORY  OF 
NAME  AND  FAMILY,  (RESTING  THEN  CHIEFLY  AND  ALMOST  SOLELY  IN  HIMSELF) 
DID  REFLOURISH  AND  IS  DILATATED  INTO  MANY  OF  THE  BEST  HOUSES 
IN  THE  COUNTY.     HE  WAS  BURIED  THE  16  DAY  OF  JUNE  A.D.  1615, 
AND  OF  HIS  AGE  57. 
THE  SAID  DAME  BARBARA  SURVIVING  HIM, 
AND  MUCH  COMFORTED  AVITH  THE  SIGHT  OF  193  OF  THEIR  CHILDREN 
AND  THEIR  OFFSPRING,  AT  THE  AGE  OF  86  YEARS, 
EXCHANGED  THIS  LIFE  FOR  A  liETTER 
UPON  THE  3''^'  DAY  OF  NOV  A.D.  1039." 
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The  figures  of  tliis  inscription,  partially  confirmed  as  tliey 
are  by  the  parish  register,  may  not  perhaps  be  disputed ;  hut 
a  passing  smile  may  be  indulged  at  the  verbose  pomp  and 
circumstance  of  its  vaunting  pretensions.  Notwithstanding 
our  modern  "  Hecuba,  centumque  nurus,"  the  Cock  thorp 
branch  in  reality  was  about  to  wither  on  the  stem,  while  other 
fruitful  scions  were  dilatating  elsewhere.  Calthorps  were 
then  living,  not  only  in  London,  and  at  Antingham,  but  at 
Duncliiddock  near  Exeter,  Wingficld  in  Sufiblk,  and  even  in 
Calthorpe  itself ;  and  Gybbons,  at  this  date,  in  search  of 
materials  for  the  Vitis,  received  from  a  collateral,  John 
Calthorp  of  Fincham,  the  following  memorandum,  wortli 
preserving  for  its  quaintness  : — "  ]My  great  grandfather  was 
a  gentleman,  yet,  I  think,  a  younger  son.  He  came,  I  think, 
from  the  South,  by  reason  of  the  good  English  he  writ.  lie 
had,  as  I  remember  by  his  will,  2  sons  and  3  daughters. 
He  came  a  single  man  into  Lincolnshire,  and  there  married. 
His  sons  were  both  married,  and  their  grandchildren  were 
living  at  Pinchbeck." 

But  leaving  tliese  speculations,  we  turn  to  the  safer  ground 
of  registers  and  monuments,  and  the  equally  tangible 
evidence  of  brick  and  mortar.  The  Wolterton  manor-house 
at  East  Barsham,  although  now  roofless,  and  reduced  to 
broken  walls,  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  moulded  brick- 
work in  the  kingdom.  The  humbler  mansion  of  Thorpland 
Plall,  where  these  lines  are  written,  was  apparently  the  work 
of  the  same  builders  ;  and  the  so-called  "  Clamp  Meadow," 
on  the  stream  midway  between  them,  points  to  the  same 
conclusion.  The  chimney-shafts  and  porches,  with  other 
details  of  the  two  houses,  are  so  fully  illustrated  in  Pugin's 
Gothic  Ardiitcctnre  as  hardly  to  need  description.  Never- 
theless, a  photograph,  taken  from  the  leads  of  Thorpland, 
enables  us  to  bring  near,  not  only  the  Stapleton  (?)  lion  and 
Tudor  rose  crowned,  which  decorate  the  chimneys,  but  also 
the  original  approach ;  formerly  a  public  road,  but  now 


167 


converted  into  a  kitclien  garden.  In  the  latter  of  tliese 
houses,  Sir  Christoplier,  the  Last  male  Cal thorp  of  his  line 
who  attained  majority,  brought  up  a  numerous  family. 
From  the  former  he  was  doomed  to  follow  them,  with  the 
exception  of  his  eldest  daughter,  to  the  house  appointed 
for  all  living,  in  his  parish  church  at  Fakenham. 

The  acquisition  of  these  manors,  by  the  marriage  of  James 
Lis  father  with  the  heiress  of  the  Formers,  is  noticed  by  no 
less  a  chronicler  than  Sir  II.  Spelman ;  who,  having  thoroughly 
explored  the  Walsingham  Deanery,  was  doubtless  told  at 
Cockthorp  of  the  matrimonial  engagement  by  Dame  Barbara 
herself.  "  Relicta  Walsinghamia,  et  villis  in  confinio  croceos 
aiihelantibus  odores,  Basliamla)  sub  illo  tempore  ffides  condidit 
istius  tractus  illustr.  Gulielmus  Fermor,  eques  potens,  e  cujus 
jam  familia  ad  Calthorpos  nuptiis  transitura)  sunt." 

The  bridegroom  might  well  quit  Cockthorp,  for  he  found 
at  East  Barsham,  in  the  Wolterton  manor-house,  a  new  and 
sumptuous  mansion,  completed  at  great  cost,  and  in  a  style 
of  unusual  magnificence.  A  series  of  raised  medallions,  in 
sound  and  ornamental  brickwork,  in  which  the  jewelled 
coiffure  of  Henry  of  Lancaster  and  Elizabeth  of  York 
alternates  with  Tudor  roses,  forms  a  deep  string  course  on  the 
facade  of  the  exterior,  and  carries  the  mind  back  to  the  date 
of  its  erection.  A  corresponding  richness  prevailed  in  the 
hall  and  corridors ;  and  the  aid  of  heraldry  was  invoked  to 
assist  in  recalling  the  memory  of  the  old  lords  of  the  manor, 
the  Wodes,  the  Gourneys,  and  the  Wolterton s.  The  whole 
design  was  completed  by  a  stately  gate-house,  on  which  the 
arms  of  England  were  supported  by  the  lion  and  griffin, 
indicating  a  later  date  than  the  rest  of  the  building;  and,  as 
if  to  mark  the  day  when  Henry  YIII.,  as  a  royal  pilgrim  to 
Walsingham,  may  have  once  passed  beneath  it. 

The  husband,  on  his  side,  had  contributed  to  this  alliance 
a  full  proportionate  share,  whether  of  land  or  lineage,  and 
could  surround  his  escutcheon  of  pretence  with  noble  or  even 
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roj^al  achievements  ;  of  this  the  diamond  quarry,  cngraYO<l 
in  illustration,  may  be  adduced  as  a  specimen.  It  formed 
one  of  a  series  which  passed  from  an  oriel  window  of  Die 
Wolterton  manor-house,  through  the  hands  of  Sir  John 
Fenn  the  archEeologist ;  and  was  properly  restored  hy  u 


subsequent  possessor  to  the  third  Lord  Calthorpe.  His 
portrait,  the  "  Vera  effigies  Jacobi  Calthorp  arm'  oct.  38, 
A.D.  1642,"  is  best  known  to  us  from  the  engraving,  in 
Blomefield,  vol.  iii.  fob  Its  original  was  perhaps  intended 
as  a  present  to  his  second  bride,  a  daughter  of  Sir  Edward 
Lewknor  of  Denham,  Suffolk  ;    and,  although  the  din  of 
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*?tii«  was  resounding  in  the  west  of  England,  its  echoes  were 
m>i  thought  loud  enough  to  disturb  a  Norfolk  honeymoon. 
We  have  no  reason  to  conclude  that  this  remarkable  portrait 
m-xi  ill  any  way  exaggerated;  on  the  contrar}^,  we  see  him  as 
ha  was,  habited  in  the  silver  gorget,  which  was  hung  up 
afterwards  in  his  hall  at  East  Barsham,  and  figures  as  the 
first  item  on  the  roll  of  his  personal  estate,  preserved  among 
ihc  Hunstanton  muniments.  As  a  staunch  Norfolk  Ptoyalist 
ho  deliberately  adopted  the  costume  of  the  Cavalier,  in 
opjK).sition  to  the  cropped  tresses  of  the  Houndhead.  We 
*}iould  be  warranted  in  this  conclusion  by  the  high  official 
standing  of  his  uncle,  Sir  Henry,  in  the  service  of  the 
Crowu  ;  and  the  name  Henrietta  Maria,  given  by  Sir  Henry 
to  his  youngest  daughter.  Of  his  equipments  we  may  form 
a  liotion  (allowing  for  the  lapse  of  years)  when  we  read  some 
of  the  bequests  which  came  down  from  his  grandfather, 
A.I).  1558  :  "  To  Thomas  my  sonne  one  almayne  revett  with 
ipcnfs,  pair  of  splenic  (garde-de-bras.  Prompt.  Parv.),  salette, 
gorgett,  and  bill."  To  Christopher  my  son  all  the  rest  of 
my  harness,  which  is  for  viii  men  complete,  with  bills,  salletts, 
bkuUs,  spents,  gorgetts,  and  all  things  belonging."  And  Sir 
James,  as  Lieut.-Col.  of  "a  regiment  of  Ifoote"  at  Barsham, 
writes  to  the  constables  of  Greenhoe  "to  have  their  men 
ready  to  march  at  an  hour's  warning."  —  Ilundanton 
Muniments. 

In  looking  at  the  burly  frame  and  jovial  countenance  of 
the  *'  Vera  Effigies,"  as  connected  with  the  subsequent 
history  of  James  Calthorp,  late  of  Cockthorp,  and  now  of 
Cockthorp  and  East  Barsham,  we  are  reminded  of  tlie 
"girding  on"  and  "putting  off"  of  the  armour.  He  was 
still  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  the  names  of  his  infants, 
Fernior  Calthorp  the  elder  and  Eermor  Calthorp  the 
younger,  inscribed  on  their  mother's  monument,  read  like  a 
mockery  of  destiny.  In  a  few  short  years  he  died,  and 
his  second  wife,  Catharine,  a  widow,  on  May  Cth,  1652, 
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i»!ministered  to  his  eflPects.  A  toiicliing  inscription  on  a 
Vuia  plate,  wliich  still  remains  attaclied  to  tlie  wall  of  the 
TmI  Barsham  almshouse,  refers  to  the  early  death  of  the 
U»t  of  these  infants,  and  anticipates,  as  it  were,  the  sequel 
d  bis  own  eventful  life  : — 

HflfXI  81  QVID  HABEO  A  DEO  SYMPSI  NON  A  ME  PRTE  SYMPSI  ;  NEC  IN  EO  QVOB 
JAM  DONAVIT  INGRATVS  NEC  IN  EO  QVOD  ADIIVC 
NON  DONAVIT  INCREDVLVS 

Meantime,  an  amusing  episode,  which  occurred  some  years 
iftorwards,  during  his  life  as  a  widower,  may  be  here  properly 
ic •sorted,  as  introductory  to  our  remaining  notice  of  him. 
The  manor  of  Fakenham  Lancaster,  which  formed  part  of 
jhc  Duch}^,  had  been  purchased  from  the  Crown  by  the  Lady 
Ilatton,  the  intriguing  second  wife  of  Coke  the  Chief 
Justice.  The  manor  passed  at  her  decease  to  the  Hon. 
Hobert  Yilliers,  nephew  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in 
ri'j:ht  of  bis  wife  Frances,  who  was  Lady  Ilatton' s  youngest 
daughter;  and  he  sold  it  in  1G47  to  James  Calthorp  for 
jCIoOO.  This  acquisition  increased  his  Thorjjland  estate  to 
i>)0  acres,  to  which  extent  in  1G50  it  was  rated  at  threepence 
in  the  £.  {Hunstanton  Muniments),  and  it  explains  to  us  the 
motive  for  his  son's  preference  of  Fakenham  as  the  family 
burial  place.  The  letter  has  been  kindly  communicated  by 
Mr.  L'Estrange  from  among  the  Hunstanton  JLunirnents  : — 

Temple  **  To  my  much  hououred  Brother  James 

4  Dec.  1641  Calthorp  Esq. 

p'sent  these  ' 

"  My  best  Brother 

I  have  soe  acted  the  parte  of  an 
Emhassodur  (that  I  feare  when  y'^  Prince  falls  to  a  treaty  I  shall  not 
want  Imploym*)  only  I  have  much  exceeded  my  co'mission  in 
interesting  my  Lady  Calthori)  and  my  brother  Charles  in  giving  them 
a  view,  and  they  say  a  woeman  can  best  judge  a  woeman ;  and  then  I 
doubt  not  but  you  will  co'mend  my  approving  of  my  Lady  Foley 
choice  for  you  wherein  I  hope  my  Lady  was  but  an  Instrument,  but 
he  that  guides  the  stars  hath  ordained  it  for  a  great  blessing  and 
comfort  unto  you  a  good  wife  being  a  guift  of  the  Lord,  and  I  am 
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perswaded  according  to  my  Lady  report  you  will  find  her  a  huraMe 
and  sanctified  woeman  of  a  fit  stature  to  breed  a  Sir  J ames  Caltlu>rp 
miglityly  well  fashioned,  and  as  well  beloved.  23  years  of  age,  al)rii\o 
kinred  and  most  of  them  wondrous  handsome,    I  have  sent  letlx.'i'i 
gratulatory  both  from  her  and  M"-  Cro'well.    She  did  soe  ovennuUh 
me  and  my  Lady  Calthorp  also  in  the  choice  of  my  fellow  embassodour 
that  I  must  say  I  never  sawe  soe  much  beauty  soe  richly  inwardly 
deckt  and  furnish't  W''  is  (?)  Sir  Eob^  Karr  Lady  never  did  I  Lea;® 
such  language  w^''  soe  sweete  a  gi  ace  w'''  soe  great  temper  of  wibdoir.® 
and  modesty  that  had  not  her  servants  told  she  was  a  Lady  I  shoulJ 
have  conceived  her  no  humane  "Wight  that  even  my  Lady  Caltlioip 
was  struck  into  admiration  and  durst  Hardly  venture  a  word  Imt 
those  few  she  did  was  solely  and  wholy  in  yo''  com'cnda'con  for  whidi 
you  are  oblig'd  to  her  by  way  of  gratitude.    At  last  after  an  houors 
debate  she  made  choice  of  Sir  Thomas  Ilatton  to  conclude  all  whor  in 
less  than  an  hower  I  finish  both  yo''  barganes  but  I  am  afraid  you  will  for 
both  be  cordialy  angry  but  in  this  I  wash  my  hands  doing  for  you  :i» 
I  would  doe  for  my  selfe  if  I  have  erred  &'  is  error  amoris  not  amor 
erroris.    I  have  agreed  to  settle  Thor2iland  house  with  500"  per  ann 
and  yo""  new  Purchase  of  Fakenham  ui)on  her  for  iointuer  the  rcuiaiii- 
der  to  the  heires  males  of  your  body  on  Lucy  Karr  begotten  thfj 
remainder  to  yo"^  right  heires,    I  have  also  contracted  with  my  Lady 
Hatton  to  pay  for  Fakenham  cum  pertin^  1000"  upon  the  sealing  and 
delivering  of  the  assur  ,  .  .  and  1000''  moer  upon  midsom'er  day, 
1641,    Methinks  I  see  you  blush  I  hope  for  love  not  anger  TJiuler 
2000^'  I  could  not  get  there  being  2  that  offered  y*  same  sume  only  my 
Lady  having  promised  M''  Bedingfiold  you  should  have  y^  refusall 
would  not  but  be  noble  in  her  worde  and  my  L'^  Coke's  position 
(though  his  practise  was  otherwise)  was  land  deerly  bought  was 
mostly  quietly  enioyed  occasio  calva  est  and  I  durst  not  omitt  thii« 
opportunity  fearing  you  should  more  blame  me  for  the  one  than  for 
the  other  knowing  you  are  only  a  lover  of  money  to  supply  necessity. 
I  have  likewise  without  direction  made  a  purchase  of  honour  for  you 
for  my  Lady  Dutchess  of  Lennox  have  2  h'-^*  (hereditaments  ?)  given 
her  I  made  Payne  Chadenver  reserve  one  for  you  y  price  GOO''  I  havo 
also  provided  1000''  of  my  Cosin  John  Pepys  w^''out  w^''  fuel  y'  irous 
will  not  Ileate.      M'  Bedingfield  likewise  offers  me  500''  upon  a 
fortnight's  warning,  but  that  I  leave  you  to  take  or  refuse  upon  o' 
enterview  y*-"  desier  of  M"*  Karrs  lands  making  me  have  many  suitors 
for  that  I  hope  I  havo  w^'^  much  ease  and  little  distraction  of  ray 
owno  .  .  .  business  finish'd  yours  and  that  you  are  only  to  act  y'  of 


173 


P  0<3orge  up  and  ride.  To  w*'  God  give  his  goode  blessing  of  comfort 
ledl  happiness  unto  you  my  neiDliewe's  occasions  staj^es  my  coming 
(fe^  to  my  house  untill  Saturday  when  if  you  please  there  to  make 
%f  the  sweet  harmony  of  conversation  and  bring  my  brother  Strutt's 
Will  with  you  you  shall  honour  him  that  loves  you 

Yo''  Servant 

,  ^    ^.  .  II.  Mordaunt. 

The  above  curious  bargain  led  (as  might  be  expected)  to 
m  actual  result,  and  the  second  marriage  -with  Catharine 
Icwknor"  soon  put  an  end  to  the  delusions  of  the  match- 
iwkers.    She  found  herself  in  early  life  the  mother  of  three 
,  mnA,  tlio  eldest  of  whom,  the  future  Sir  Christopher  Calthorp, 
(X.B.  at  the  coronation  of  Charles  II.)  became  at  his  father's 
Ataih  the  almost  unconscious  possessor  of  a  princely  heritage, 
»i  well  as  the  representative  of  a  lineal  succession  unbroken 
for  ten  generations.    His  prospect  on  entering  life  was  one 
<if  unclouded  sunshine,  and  his  coming  of  age  was  the  signal 
for  his  marriage.    He  took  up  his  abode  at  first  with  his 
mother  in  the  Wolterton  manor-house,  and  the  East  Barsham 
register  thus  records  the  baptism  of  his  first  child,  who  alone 
iimnarried  survived  him : — ''Elizabetha  Calthorp  filia  Chris- 
tophcri  Calthorj)  militis  Balnei  et  Dominie  Dorotherc  uxoris 
ejus  baptizata  fuit  sexto  die  Martii,  IGGG."    The  birth  of  a 
ikK^ond  daughter,  and  probably  other  circumstances,  the  fore- 
cast of  a  numerous  family,  now  led  to  his  migration  to  the 
adjoining  mansion  at  Thorpland,  as  the  following  extract 
from  the  Barsham.  register  may  testify  ;  and  it  is  only  from 
(his  register,  combined  with  the  Fakenham  monuments,  that 
we  now  put  together  the  last  links  of  our  pedigree,  and  can 
throw  some  light  on  the  abode  of  the  last  Calthorps  : — 

Anno.  Dom.     "  Mad™*  Catharina  Calthorp  nata  fuit  maioe  decimo 
1670  tertio  1670,   circiter   horam  nonam   antemerid  et 

baptizata  fuit  apud  Thorpland  maiso  decimo  octavo 
existente  die  Mcrcurii  per  me  Simonem  Lombe  et 
sequento  die  ibidem  deciarabatur  baptiz.  per  magis- 
trum  Carolum  Eobotham  Eectorem  in  Fakenham." 
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From  this  time  onwards,  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years,  no 
baptism  of  a  Calthorp  occurs  in  tlie  Barsliam  register,  and 
as  five  sons  and  six  daughters  now  rest  with  their  parents  In 
the  family  vault  at  Fakenham,  we  may  safely  conclude  tliat 
most  of  them  were  born  at  Thorpland,  and  their  birth  duly 
recorded  in  the  lost  Fakenham  registers. 

Seldom  has  a  morning  of  promise  been  succeeded  by  a 
darker  evening  than  in  the  case  of  Sir  Christopher.  In 
possession  of  his  clear  faculties,  but  under  a  lingering 
distemper,''  on  April  6th,  1717,  he  had  made  his  last  will; 
but  only  six  days  afterwards  was  compelled  to  write  a 
codicil;  for  in  that  short  interval,  the  body  of  his  dauglitt-r 
Catharine  (after  a  long  sickness)  had  been  carried  to  the 
Fakenham  vault ;  while  his  only  little  grandchild,  in  wlioni 
his  hopes  centred,  being  "now  under  infirmity,"  survived 
him  but  a  short  time. 

Of  an  eminently  religious  mind,  and  desiring  to  be  buried 
"  according  to  the  form  appointed  in  the  Liturgy^  only,  and 
without  any  sermon,"  he  seems  to  have  been  consoled  by  a 
diligent  and  faithful  pastor,  Thomas  Wright,  B.D.,  to  whom 
he  leaves  a  vicarage  with  other  endowments ;  and  who 
records  his  gratitude  in  no  measured  terms  on  a  Hy  leaf  of 
the  Barsham  register. 

The  bulk  of  his  estates,  which  had  not  gone  by  settlement 
on  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Lady  Le  Strange,  vested  in 
his  daughter  Elizabeth,  to  whom  meantime  he  had  specially 
bequeathed  his  "lioad  mansion-house  called  Thorpland 
House,  with  the  outhouses,  gardens,  and  orchards,  the 
meadows  called  Dovehouse  and  Hall  Meadows,  two  oak  iu-roves 
the  Six-acre  Close,  Stocks  Pitt  Hill  and  Pit,  and  all  those  cow 
pastures,  as  well  Broom  Hill  and  medows  late  in  mortgage 
to  Mr.  Edward  Calthorp  of  Southwark,  as  well  other  cow 
pastures  and  medows  in  Fakenham,  Thorpland,  and  Groat 
Snoring,  under  covenants  of  hulving,  and  all  those  arable 
lands  hulved  which  are  in  my  own  hands."    We  find  room 
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far  this  extract,  not  as  a  mere  register  of  old  names  ^  and 
conditions  long  since  forgotten,  but  rather  as  enabling  us  to 
follow  out  tlie  possession,  and  note  tlie  progress  of  decay, 
through  which  the  two  mansions  were  now  beginning  to 
jttM.  Thorpland  (we  shall  find  presently)  contained  sundry 
old  pictures  and  relics  of  past  centuries ;  but,  in  common 
with  the  AVolterton  Manor-house,  it  was  doomed  to  a  longer 
iibaiulonment,  of  exactly  thirty  years.  By  the  death  of 
Elizabeth  Calthorp  they  changed  hands,  and  went  in  different 
channels. 

This  lady,  although  living  at  a  distance  to  a  very  advanced 
age,  had  kept  up  cordial  relations  with  the  elder  branch  of 
her  family  at  Ampton,  as  well  as  with  her  cousins  at  West 
Jhirsham  and  Gressenhall ;  and  a  few  extracts  from  her  will 
shall  now  conclude  our  notice,  as  the  best  supply  of  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  fountain  head.  She  entitles  it  "  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  me  Elizabeth  Calthorp,  now  the 
only  surviving  daughter  of  Sir  Christopher  Calthorp,  K.C.B., 
made  March  13th,  1743  ;  "  and  after  particular  directions  for 
her  funeral  in  the  church  at  Hunstanton,  and  bequests  to 
various  parishes,  it  proceeds — "  I  now  give  and  devise  my 
part  of  East  Barsham,  which  falls  to  me  of  course  by  the 
death  of  my  dear  sister,  the  Lady  Le  Strange,  all  the 
moieties  of  Manors  of  Barningham,  East  Barsham,  West 

*  The  extinction  of  old  names,  as  well  as  their  persistence  under  difficult 
circumstances,  is  remarkably  illustrated  in  the  "  Clink  Closes,"  now  rated  to 
Fakenham  as  a  portion  of  the  Thorpland  estate.  They  obtained  this  name 
from  a  media;val  owner,  "Johannes  de  Clint,"  who  describes  them  in  his 
charter  of  donation  to  the  Abbey  of  Walsingham  (see  Wahingham  Rifj. 
p,  7-1,  Cott.  Nero  E.  7)  as  part  of  his  "  cultura,  quai  vocatur  Scortegorsholm," 
i.e.  the  holm,  or  sandy  hollow,  from  which  the  gorse  or  furze  had  been 
scored,  or  scoured ;  and  situated  "  juxta  viam  qure  ducit  de  Crek  ad 
Norvicum."  This  way  is  now  the  Fakenham  "Long  Lane,"  and  tho 
*'  scoring,"  for  cutting  down  brushwood,  is  tho  usual  term  in  Norfolk  ;  and 
tho  Whin  Hill  Plantation  marks  the  locality  (probably  synonymous  with  the 
Broom  Hill  of  Sir  Chi-istopher)  traceable  at  the  present  day. 
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Earsham  alias  Wekyn,  and  also  all  that  moiety  of  all  tliat 
capital  messuage  or  mansion  house  called  East  Barsham  Hall, 
and  of  all  that  farm  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Hichard 
Dusgate  ;  my  share  in  that  library  (with  any  exceptions  I 
shall  make  in  this  will  or  codicil)  to  Sir  Thomas  Le  Strange 
and  his  heirs  for  ever  ;  as  well  as  Wissingsett,  if  he  can  savo 
the  sale  of  it ;  for  I  am  sure  none  of  our  estates  have  ever 
answered  what  he  might  expect,  with  vast  repairs,  tenements, 
breachings,  and  great  taxings.  Therefore  I  had  need  allow 
a  valuable  consideration  to  approve  myself  just  to  so  worthy 
a  gentleman,  that  did  such  honour  to  our  sinking  family. 
My  own  estate  at  Thorpland,  given  me  for  my  fortune,  paying 
an  annuity  of  £20,  which  I  discharged  upon  my  sister's 
marriage ;  and  the  lawyers  that  made  the  wedding  articles  said 
there  was  no  intailes  upon  any  of  our  estates,  and  this  was 
wholly  at  my  dispose,  and  have  since  made  more  repairs  than 
was  done  in  30  years — and  now  I  give  and  bequeath  it  at  my 
death  to  my  cousin  James  Calthorp,  the  present  heir  of  the 
Ampton  family,  to  help  to  sujoport  our  name,  with  many 
pictures  and  things  in  that  house,  which  I  shall  enlarge  upon 
in  my  codicil,  and  hope  he  Avill  take  it  friendly,  and  make 
no  disputes  ;  for  since  the  last  of  our  line  is  gone,  the  estates 
are  vested  at  our  disj^ose.  I  desire  he  would  give  his  brother 
Henry  and  sister  Fairfax  £100  each,  and  let  Crowder  have 
his  14  acres." 

In  less  than  a  year  afterwards  she  added  a  new  codicil, 
thus  entitled  and  amended.  "  Codicil  to  the  use  of  my  will, 
Feb.  9th,  174|,  Blotted  out  several  things,  given  to  James 
Calthorp  of  Ampton  before  my  death." 

"  Having  many  changes,  since  I  writt  my  codicil  annexed 
to  this  my  old  will,  I  now  make  a  new  one,  to  my  last  will 
made  March  13th,  174j,  with  reference  to  both  my  old  codicils 
for  tritlos  ;  and  also  to  my  old  will,  having  several  things 
not  worth  inserting  here,  being  too  tedious." 

Having  settled  by  will  my  estate  at  Thorpland  upon 
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J ames  Caltborp,  heir  of  'the  Ampton  family,  at  my  decease,  T 
further  give  him  the  .ring  of  table  diamonds  set  in  three  sorta 
of  table  lozingers,  and  Sir  Lestrange  Calthorp's  picture  set 
in  gold,  according  to  Cosen  Barbara  Ileigham's  order  and 
directions,  when  she  gave  me  them  for  life,  and  then  to  the 
heir  of  Ampton  family,  to  remember  Lestrange  Calthorp's 
eldest  daughter,  and  my  [gilt  cup  and  cover,  erased  in  orig,] 
lieu  of  my  silver  basin,  given  by  his  family  at  Ampton  to 
ours,  as  a  legacy.  All  my  escotcheons,  the  work  of  Lady 
Caltliorp  that  was  Bacon,  and  buried  at  Cockthorp,  and 
M^'  Whiting's  books,  that  was  transcribed  by  me,  with  tlio 
Calthorp's  arms  up'on 't  [and  the  mass-book  in  my  hands, 
given  by  the  Drurys  to  our  family,  erased  in  orig.],  and 
desire  he  will  give  his  Uncle  Reynolds  Calthorp's  son  Henry 
£20  to  buy  trifles,  now  Sir  Henry  Cal thorp.  To  my  3 
tenants  and  their  wives — that  is  Kix  and  wife  [Mr. 
Dusgate  and  wife,  erased  in  orig.]  M''  RatclifF  and  wife  each 
20  shillings.  To  cousins  Barbara,  daughter  of  Eliza  Seaman, 
Thornton's  daughters,  Sutton  and  Shaw,  &c.  I  desire  Cosin 
Calthorp  may  have  some  of  the  pictures  and  furniture  left  at 
Thorpland  Sir  Thomas  Le  Strange  don't  chuse,  for  it  belong 
to  him  and  he  may  take  what  he  please  first,  and  some  things 
Catherine  Taylor  have  a  note  of.  Some  trifles  I  have  already 
disposed  of,  and  perhaps  may  to  Cosen  Calthorp  before  my 
death,  which  may  be  crossed  out  in  my  codicil.  I  give  to 
Rev'^  Wilson  10  divinity  books,  either  in  East  Barshani 
Study,  or  nine  at  Hunstanton.  To  Cosin  John  Swain  a  bed 
that  was  his  Aunt  Strutt's." 

Thus  the  Cockthorp  line  ends  like  that  of  Burnham  in 
the  person  of  a  female,  Elizabeth,  and  in  tracing  their  lineage 
we  obtain  a  connected  record  of  a  distinguished  Norfolk 
family  for  above  ten  generations. 

"  Indulgent  memory  wakes,  and  lo  !  they  hve 
Tinted  in  softer  hues  than  liglit  can  give." 

Their  estates,  by  the  laws  of  succession,  are  dispersed  in 
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various  channels,  but  some  costly  relics,  more  precious  to 
«rt:h{colog'y  tlian  bare  land  or  manors,  survive  the  wreck  of 
time.  By  indentures  of  lease  and  release  dated  May  4  and  5, 
1714,  Sir  Christopher  Cal thorp  for  £1700  conveyed  to  John 
Clayton  of  Wells,  merchant,  a  capital  messuage  or  chief 
mansion-house,"  wherein  Edwin  Wright  then  dwelt,  with 
101  acres  in  Thorpland,  Fakenham,  and  Great  Snoring.  The 
**llall"  and  the  bulk  of  the  estate  continued  with  the 
Caltliorps  till  1790,  when  it  was  sold  to  John  Hill  of  Wells; 
but  early  in  the  present  century  the  farms  were  reunited 
under  the  same  ownership.  The  capital  messuage  "  above 
named  is  seen  in  the  opposite  illustration  in  the  distance,  to 
the  right  of  the  stack  of  chimneys. 

"  The  mass  book  given  by  the  Drurys,"  mentioned  in 
the  above  codicil,  is  treasured  by  Lord  Calthorpe,  as  a  missal 
of  such  beauty  as  to  deserve  a  separate  notice  and  illustration 
in  our  journal.  The  bricks  of  the  Wolterton  Manor-house 
continue  to  hold  their  own  ;  and  with  those  of  the  hundjler 
residence  of  Thorpland,  we  trust  they  may  prove  as  enduring 
as  the  Roman  stones  of  Eranodunum.^ 

'  This  allusion  is  suggested  to  tho  -writer  hy  the  gaLlo  of  a  largo  l)arn 
which  he  constructed  at  Thorpland,  A.]).  1848,  from  tho  loose  dehris  of  tho 
ashlar  of  the  Roman  Brancaster,  whore  it  had  once  faced  the  bastion  of  tho 
Porta  Decumana  (see  plan  and  section  at  p.  9  of  the  Norwich  vol.  of  the 
Archajological  Institute.)  The  so-called  sugar  stone  of  these  blocks  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  lateDean  Buckland  to  be  the  "Druid's  sandstone,"  and  probably 
to  have  done  duty  as  a  monolithic  enclosure  before  the  Eoman  occupation. 


Itolite  0f  It  Staiic  Crass 


FOUND  ON  TAKING  DOWN  THE  CHURCH  OF  ST.  MICHAEL 
AT  SIDESTEAND,  NOIiFOLK,  1S81. 


COMMUNICATED 


JOHN  GUNN,  ESQ.,  M.A.,  F.G.S. 


The  churcli  of  St.  Michael  in  Sidestrand  stood  on  the 
edge  of  a  lofty  clifF,  which  was  yearly  encroached  upon  hy 
the  sea.  Its  condition  was  ruinous,  and  it  was  determined 
to  take  it  down,  and  to  build  another  with  the  materials, 
on  the  model  of  the  old  church,  in  a  more  retired  and 
safer  spot. 

On  taking  it  down,  the  very  remarkable,  and  perhaps 
unique,  stone  cross,  here  figured,  was  discovered,  in  a 
fragmentary  condition.  Mr.  Cornish,  the  contractor,  in- 
forms me  in  a  letter  that  three  several  pieces  of  it  were 
found  "in  the  filling  in  above  the  wall-plate  on  the  south 
wall  of  the  nave ;  the  fragments  were  not  all  together,  but 
all  were  on  the  same  wall."  It  appears  to  have  been 
originally  cruciform,  with  steps  at  the  termination  of  each 
of  the  four  limbs.  Only  two  of  the  steps  are  preserved, 
but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  when  perfect  there  were 
four.  The  limbs  were  11  f  inches  long  measured  from  tlie 
middle  of  the  small  cross  incised  in  the  centre,  except  the 
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lower,  which,  is  one  inch  longer,  and  might  have  been 
prolonged  considerably  more.  They  were  2|  inches  wide, 
and  lit  the  angles  of  intersection  there  was  a  cross  saltire 
terminating  at  each  of  its  ends  with  a  flattened  cross 
jMjmmee  or  pomel,  so  called,  according  to  Guillim,  from  its 
derivation  from  pomine,  an  apple  in  Frencli. 

The  flattening  of  the  circular  terminations  of  the  larger 
cross  saltire  seems  to  indicate  that  its  original  position  was 
upon  the  floor,  just  as  that  of  an  ornamental  cross  on  the 
east  of  the  font  at  I3arningham  Winter  Church,  which  has 
been  sacrificed  to  the  spirit  of  restoration.  The  termi- 
nation of  the  four  limbs  with  steps  seems  more  admissible, 
if  it  were  laid  upon  the  floor,  so  as  to  be  approached  on 
every  side,  than  it  would  be  if  raised  in  the  air  as  a  gable- 
cross,  or  affixed  to  a  wall  laterally.  Besides,  the  wearing 
away  of  part  of  the  stone,  of  "fine  Barnac,"  which  is  very 
durable,  and  of  part  of  the  inscription,  may  be  regarded  as 
a  proof  that  it  had  been  trodden  upon  when  laid  upon  the 
floor. 

The  inscription  has  been  so  much  obliterated  as  to  be 
difficult  to  decipher.  It  appears  to  have  been  (DVcltC 
p  aia  KlilU  attC  bJOti*  I  am  indebted  to  the  Ptcv.  C. 
11.  Manning,  our  Ilonorarj^  Secretary,  for  pointing  out  the 
name  of  Attewood  in  Blomefield's  Norfolli,  vol.  viii.,  p.  170, 
as  a  patron  of  the  living ;  and  to  Dr.  Bensly  for  pointing- 
out  to  me  the  more  ancient  way  of  spelling  the  name 

atte  wode "  in  accordance  with  the  inscription  in  the 
Institution  Books  in  the  Begistry  of  the  Bishop.  It 
appears  from  them  that  in  1431)  William  atte-wode,  or  at 
the  wode,  being  patron  of  the  living,  presented  John  Winter. 
The  initial  letter  of  the  Christian  name  marks  him  as  the 
person  recorded  on  the  monumental  cross  for  whose  soul 
prayers  are  requested ;  and  the  next  presentations,  in 
14G2  by  tlie  Kiug,  and  in  1477  by  John  Attewode,  Gen., 
prove  that  he  had  died  then,  and  indicate  the  date  of 
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the  cross  itself.  T  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  cross 
of  a  similar  pattern  :  the  "  Crux  gradatus "  appears  to 
me  to  approach  nearest  to  it,  but  that  has  a  repetition 
of  steps  upon  the  same  limb,  from  which  it  derives 
its  name ;  and  therefore  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  of  so  interesting  and  uncommon  a  character  that 
the  name  of  the  "  Sidestrand  Cross "  will  survive  the 
demolition  of  the  old  church,  and  am  glad  to  know  that 
it  retains  a  place  in  the  new  church. 

A  fine  figure  of  an  angel  bearing  a  cup  was  discovered 
in  the  ruins  of  the  former  edifice.  It  appears  to  have 
been  placed  upon  a  bracket,  and  to  have  been  exposed  to 
the  weather.  Mr.  Cornish,  who  is  a  careful  observer,  says 
that  he  found  it  attached  to  the  nmllions  of  the  east  window ; 
but,  in  comparison  with  the  size  of  the  window,  it  appears 
to  be  too  large  for  that  position.  It  might  have  been 
placed  in  a  niche  in  the  former  tower,  which  is  figured 
by  Ladbrooke.  The  present  tower,  retained  for  mortuary 
purposes,  is  of  very  recent  construction.  On  the  whole, 
although  we  must  record  with  regret  the  removal  of  one  of 
the  old  churches  of  the  land,  still  we  must  admit  that  there 
was  a  good  cause  for  it,  that  the  sea  threatened  to  destroy 
it  altogether,  and  that  the  new  church  has  been  built 
judiciously  on  the  same  pattern  as  the  former. 


I  am  allowed  to  append  a  few  lines  to  Mr.  Gunn's 
description  of  this  cross,  and  I  venture  to  difi'er  from  his 
view  in  some  respects.  The  cross  was  evidently  intended  to 
be  set  in  some  surrounding  work,  such  as  scpiared  flints ; 
and  it  seems  to  me  more  probable  that  it  was  part  of  some 
external  wall- decoration,  rather  than  a  gravestone.  These 
last,  when  laid  down  on  church  floors,  were  always  whole 
slabs,  with  either  brasses  or  incised  subjects  upon  them.  I 
do  not  remember  any  instance  of  a  cross  such  as  this,  of 
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bars  of  stone,  forming  part  of  a  pavement,  imbedded 
u\es ;  while  it  is  of  course  very  common  in  the  Eastern 
;KUjlics  to  see  flint  panel- work  on  the  outside  walls  of 
<-?chcs,  aisles,  chapels,  or  towers,  often  with  inscriptions 
fr»?saimcmorating  donors  and  benefactors,  and  with  various 
.i>r*ij»ns  of  sacred  art  and  symbolism.    The  form  of  this 
with  graduated  ends,  not  uncommon  in  the  Greek 
( Gurch,  is  very  unusual  in  this  countr}^    Possibly  it  may 
%Mre  been  employed  here  as  part  of  a  larger  composition, 
that  the  arms  abutted  against  the  sides  of  a  square  or 
rlrcle.     The  upper  limb  may  not  have  had  any  steps  at 
aII,  but  may  have  terminated  in  some  altogether  diflerent 

C.  E.  M. 


Coffilt  StoiTCS 

IN  G-EEAT  GAEBEOOKE  CHUECH,  NOEFOLK. 

COMMUNICATED  BY 

THE  REV  C.  R.  MANNING,  M.A. 


On  the  floor  in  tlie  centre  of  tlie  cliancel  of  Groal 
Carbrooke  Churcli  are  two  coflin-sliaped  stones,  of  eiulv 
cliaracter,  on  eacb  of  wliicb  is  a  cross  of  the  form  denotlnjf 
those  who  belonged  to  the  Order  of  Knights  Templars,  viz., 
a  cross  patee,  rising  from  a  stem  surmounted  by  a  knob. 
On  each  side  of  the  stem  are  the  letters  of  an  inscription, 
extending  from  the  arms  of  the  cross  to  the  bottom  of 
the  stones.  This  was  the  earlier  usage  for  such  inscriptioii.s : 
the  practice  of  the  fourteenth  century  and  afterwards  being 
to  place  the  letters  as  a  border  surrounding  the  whole  ^ 
composition.  From  this,  and  from  the  dates  of  the  persona 
believed  to  be  commemorated,  it  would  seem  that  thcso 
slabs  are  among  the  very  earliest  inscribed  ones  we  have 
in  the  county,  the  date  being  about  the  year  1200. 

The  stones  are  noticed  by  Blomcfield  (ii.,  334)  and  in 
The  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1826  (i.,  581.)  They  are  at- 
tributed, the  one  to  Maud,  wife  of  Roger,  Earl  of  Clare 
and  Hertford,  and  the  other  to  one  of  her  younger  sons, 
who  may  have  been  the  first  Commander  of  the  Commandry 
or  Preceptory  of  Knights  Templars  founded  in  the  parish 
of  Carbrooke  by  her.  Earl  Roger  died  in  1173  or  117-1. 
She  is  supposed  to  have  survived  him,  as  a  charter  printed 
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in  Dugdale's  Monasticon  (ed.  1673,  ii.,  884)  states  that  she 
gave  a  mark  of  silver,  &c.,  to  Godstow  ALbey  for  the  soul 
of  her  father,  Sir  James  de  St.  Hillary,  and  her  mother, 
and  for  the  soul  of  her  husband,  Roger,  Earl  of  Clare. 

Burke's  ExHnct  Peerage  says  she  re-married  William  de 
Albini,  Earl  of  Arundel ;  but  that  is  probably  an  error, 
us  he  miscalls  her  maiden  name,  making  her  the  daughter 
of  James  de  St.  Sidinio.  But  Mr.  G.  T.  Clark  has  lately 
stated  (Arcliceological  Journal,  xxxv.,  330)  that  she  died 
before  Earl  Iloger,  and  that  he  married  a  second  wife. 
Their  only  children,  it  is  usually  stated,  were  Bichard,  who 
succeeded  his  father  as  Earl  of  Clare ;  James,  of  whom  a 
miraculous  cure  is  related  in  childhood,  at  the  shrine  of 
Becket ;  and  Isabel,  who  married  William  Mareschal,  Earl  of 
Pembroke.  But  a  charter,  j)rinted  in  Dugdale's  Monasticon 
(ed.  1673,  ii.,  507)  of  Eichard,  Earl  of  Clare,  confirming 
the  gifts  of  his  father  and  mother,  is  witnessed  as  follows : 
•'Iliis  testibus  Eicardo  de  Clare  et  Jacobo  de  Clare  fratribus 
meis,  &c."  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  there  were 
two  Richards,  brothers ;  and  the  second  may  be  the  person 
here  commemorated. 

Blomefield  thinks  that  the  fact  of  the  stones  being  in 
an  important  place,  the  centre  of  the  chancel,  and  no  name 
being  mentioned,  shows  that  the  persons  interred  were  of 
great  distinction.  The  inscriptions  are  in  Roman  characters, 
two  inches  high,  with  one  or  two  "Lombardic"  forms. 
Blomefield's  idea  that  they  were  added  to  the  stones  in  the 
time  of  Henry  YL,  when  the  church,  he  says,  was  rebuilt, 
is  quite  inadmissible.  They  have  all  the  character  of  in- 
scriptions of  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century ;  and  had  they 
been  of  the  fifteenth  their  more  recent  date  would  have 
been  easily  recognized.  Gough  {Sepulchral  3Ionuments, 
i.,  xxxvi.)  notices  this  mistake  of  Blomefield.  After  giving 
Blomefield's  account  of  the  stones,  he  says,  "I  must  beg 
leave  to  differ  from  Mr.  Blomefield,  botli  as  to  the  date 

VOL.   IX.]  o 


186 


of  tlie  inscriptions,  their  imi3ort,  and  tlie  lady.    I  suppose 
the  inscriptions  are  cut  in  the  Saxon  capitals,  and  show 
that  she  was  a  Clare  rather  by  birth  than  marriage,  aud 
that  he  might  be  a  younger  son  of  Earl  Roger." 
As  far  as  can  be  made  out,  they  read  as  follows  : — 

No.  1.     MATER  CLARENSIS  GENEr[i  QVo]   MILITE  CLARAM 
ANGLTA  SE  lACTAT  HIC  TVm[vLATA  IACe]t 

i.  e.,  apparently,  "Here  lies  buried  a  mother  of  the  family 
of  Clare,  by  a  soldier  of  which  [family]  England  boasts 
herself  renowned." 

The  lady's  name  is  not  mentioned  ;  and  who  was  the 
illustrious  soldier  ?  Probably  Ptoger,  husband  of  Maud, 
of  whom  Burke  says,  that  from  his  munificence  to  the 
Church,  and  his  numerous  acts  of  piety,  he  was  called 
"the  Good." 

No.  2.    A  dextris  natvs  reqviescit  matrts  hvmatvs 

[hYNc]    PETIIT  PORTVM  PROrRIYM   REVOLVTVS  IN 
ORTVM 

"A  son  rests  interred  at  the  right  hand  of  his  mother. 
Peturning  to  his  own  birth,  he  has  sought  this  harbour." 
"  His  own  birth "  appears  to  mean  the  source  of  his  own 
life,  i.e.,  his  mother. 

Both  epitaphs  are  specimens  of  the  laboured  efforts, 
common  at  the  time,  to  force  double  meanings  out  of  words. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  have  clearer  proof  who  this 
son  was ;  and  also  who  the  mother  was  for  certain.  The 
crosses  denote  Templars  ;  but  I  suppose  females  would  not 
be  admitted  to  the  order,  and  therefore  the  first  stone 
could  hardly  be  the  memorial  of  any  but  the  foundress 
of  the  house  at  Carbrooke,  the  Countess  Maud.  She  appears 
to  have  given  the  Preceptory  here  to  the  Order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerusalem  in  1192.     (Dugdale's  Monasticon,  ed.  1673, 

ii.  ,  546.) 


IN  THE  THIRTEENTH  CENTUEY. 

COMMUNICATED  BY 

THE  REV.  AUGUSTUS  JESSOPP,  D.D. 


At  what  point  the  science  of  archDeology,  which  is 
tVie^y  concerned  with  the  study  of  arts  and  manufactures 
IK  bygone  times,  passes  out  of  its  own  domain  and  crosses 
the  frontier  which  separates  it  from  the  reahn  of  historj^, 
li  a  question  often  asked,  and  to  which  the  best  answer 
t<  the  frank  admission  that  there  is  no  answer  to  be 
found.  The  researches  of  the  archsrologist  are  alwa^^s 
knding  towards  definite  results ;  and  in  proportion  as  he 
arrives  at  certainty  in  his  enquiries,  in  that  proportion  is 
ho  adding  to  the  conclusions  which  history  at  once  ap- 
propriates. For  archaeology  is  concerned  with  collecting 
iacts  which  history  may  use,  and  when  these  are  accumu- 
lated in  sufficient  multitude,  the  historian  can  generalise 
upon  them  and  draw  his  inferences,  but  not  till  then. 

Hence  it  is  not  sufilcient  to  say  that  arclneology  has  to 
do  with  unwritten  evidence  alone,  and  that  history  claims 
the  written  records  of  the  past  as  her  own,  with  which 
archa)ology  has  little  or  no  concern.  There  is  always 
a  huge  mass  of  literary  evidence  which  it  is  the  province 
of  archaeology  to  interpret,  and  which  until  it  has  been  so 
interpreted  by  the  specialist  is  useless  to  the  student  of 
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history.  Such  evidence  is  treasured  up  in  coins,  inscri|>- 
tions,  fragments  of  ancient  laws,  charters,  and  even  moiuistie 
chronicles. 

The  habits  of  minute  investigation  which  archreologica! 
research  tends  to  strengthen  sometimes  enable  the  anti- 
quarian to  discover  clues  to  the  solution  of  import  ant 
problems  which  have  escaped  the  sagacity  of  the  historical 
inquirer,  whose  view  extends  over  a  wider  area,  while 
the  other  cares  little  about  a  distant  horizon. 

I  have  thought  it  needfid  to  say  thus  much  by  way 
of  preface  to  the  paper  which,  at  the  request  of  our  accom- 
plished Secretary,  I  have  ventured  to  contribute  to  our 
Proceedings,  because  some  may  be  inclined  to  demur  to  the 
choice  of  a  subject  which  I  have  made  as  not  strictly  ono 
which  concerns  archceology.  If  I  were  not  prepared  tu 
defend  myself  against  such  an  objection  I  should  not  trouhlo 
the  reader  with  it ;  but  the  considerations  which  I  have 
briefly  touched  upon  will,  I  trust,  shew  the  Members  of  our 
Society  that  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  a  different  view 
than  that  which  would  place  too  strict  and  narrowing  a 
limit  upon  the  range  of  investigation  which  an  archaoologiciJ 
society  may  legitimately  pursue. 

The  subject  which  I  proj^ose  to  bring  before  the  Society 
is.  Clerical  Celibacy  in  East  Anglia  in  earl}^  times. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  arose  very  early  in  tho 
Christian  Church  a  strong  feeling  against  the  marriage 
of  the  clergy,  and  in  favour  of  celibacy  generally  as  u 
higher  state  than  the  married  state. 

With  the  growth  of  that  religious  phrenzy  which  shewed 
itself  in  the  enormous  increase  of  nionachism  in  Egypt 
during  the  third  century,  and  developed  all  over  tho 
Christian  world  during  subsequent  ages,  there  grew  up 
inevitably  an  exaggerated  notion  of  the  merit  of  abstaining 
from  marriage,  until  the  married  clergy  began  to  bo 
looked  upon  with  suspicion,  distrust,  and  scorn. 
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Ijtt  no  man  mistake  me  if  I  say  that  in  our  own  clays  we 
m  find  a  striking  parallel  to  tke  old  movement  in  favour 
1*4  total  abstinence  from  marriage  in  the  movement  that  is 
rising  on  in  favour  of  total  abstinence  from  alcohol.  All 
«i  us  must  have  heard  language  so  violent  and  denunciative 
<ta  this  subject  as  to  make  us  feel  sure  that  it  only  requires 
*  little,  a  very  little,  additional  power  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
?h<!inore  unwise  and  passionate  agitators  to  end  in  uiaking  it 
#i;treinely  difficult,  in  another  generation  or  two,  for  I  will 

Kiy  a  clergyman  only,  but  for  any  man  wlio  has  his  bread 
to  earn,  to  retain  the  semblance  of  Christian  liberty  in  this 
natter.  As  to  marriage  the  agitators  continued  to  gain 
jrrouiid,  and  by  the  middle  of  the  seventh  century  it  is 
lardly  too  much  to  say  that  over  the  larger  part  of 
Christian  Europe  a  married  clergyman  was  looked  upon 
as  a  black  sheep,  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  if  he  were 
a  drunkard. 

It  was  at  the  close  of  this  seventh  century  that  the 
kingdom  of  East  Anglia  first  began  to  be  greatly  affected 
by  the  prevailing  hankering  for  the  monastic  (or  as  it 
would  be  more  correctly  called  the  cwiiobite)  life,  and  just 
on  the  borders  of  the  East  Anglian  kingdom  those  splendid 
monasteries  were  founded  A\hicli  Avere  once  the  pride  of 
Knghmd,  and  which  now  must  be  sought  for  in  the  glorious 
remains  of  buildings  that  a  subsequent  age  delighted  to 
raise  up  to  heaven,  and  which  another  generation  reduced 
more  or  less  to  ruins.  For  be  it  remembered  that  Ely  and 
I'cterborough,  Thorney  and  Crowland,  were  all  witliin  or 
close  upon  the  frontiers  of  East  Anglia  ;  though  the  desolate 
fens  in  which  they  were  set  down  were  so  inaccessible  and 
forbidding  that  no  one  cared  to  assert  any  jurisdiction  over 
such  howling  wastes.  These  four  monasteries,  then,  which 
must  be  recognised  as  East  Anglian  monasteries,  necessarily 
exercised  an  immense  influence  upon  the  religious  life  of 
our  forefathers,  and  upon  their  social  life ;  and  for  at  leat^t 
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two  hundred  years  the  monks  were  the  educators  and  the 
civilisers  of  the  little  kingdom.  The  monasteries,  too,  w-rt 
the  treasure-houses  and  banks  of  deposit,  the  places  where 
deeds  and  wills  and  other  records  were  kept,  the  refugt-s 
for  the  oppressed,  the  sanctuaries  in  fact  which  our  Eiisl 
Anglian  ancestors,  then  become  Christian,  regarded  with 
veneration  and,  if  you  will,  with  superstitious  awe.  Ai 
long  as  the  monasteries  flourished  and  the  monks  retaiiiw! 
their  influence,  it  is  probable  that  the  parish  priests  only 
married  on  the  sly,  and  that  in  fact  the  country  clergy  who 
had  wives  were  tabooed.  That  there  ivere  parochial  clergy 
and  churches  in  great  numbers  too  in  East  Anglia  in  tho 
seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  century  is  quite  certain,  but  thk 
I  cannot  stop  to  prove.  ^ 

It  was  in  East  Anglia  that  the  terrible  Danes  made  their 
first ,  permanent  settlement  in  the  year  866  a.d.  Wliilo 
they  were  away  next  year,  burning  and  slaying  in  other 
parts  of  England,  something  like  a  crusade  was  organifiud 
against  them,  and  when  they  returned  in  869  from  their 
forays  the  East  Anglians  rose  up  against  them  under  their 
king  Edmund  the  Saint.  The  Danes  were  too  strong 
for  the  wretched  Christian  people,  and  then  ensued  a 
frightful  slaughter  and  much  wasting  and  sorrow  ;  but  in 
the  year  870  the  whole  Danish  host  started  for  a  raid  upon 
the  fen  country  and  the  monasteries.  They  sacked  Peter- 
borough and  Ely  and  Thorney  and  Crowland  :  they  pillaged 
them  all,  and  they  hardly  left  a  single  monk  alive.  There 
stood  the  blackened  ruins  of  the  old  buildings  for  many  a 
long  day;  but  the  monasteries  in  East  Anglia  were  sup- 
pressed and  very  efiectually  suppressed,  though  not  for  tho 
last  time.^ 

1  Consult  Note  f,  p.  445,  in  Bright's  Early  English  Church  History,  and 
see  infra. 

2  The  main  authority  for  all  that  is  stated  above  is  in  the  Anglo  Saxon 
Chronicle.     Young  archseologists  will  find  the  volume  of  Bohn's  Antiquarian 
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We  hear  no  more  of  East  Anglian  monks  for  nearly 
a  hundred  years ;  but  when  the  great  revival  of  the  mon- 
asteries came  about  in  the  tenth  century,  under  Oswald 
Bishop  of  Worcester,  and  Athelwold  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
supported  by  the  great  Dunstan,  it  appears  from  the  entries 
in  the  Chronicle  that  the  Coenobites  had  never  recovered 
from  the  rough  handling  they  had  received,  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  East  Anglian  clergy  were  married,  and 
that  the  old  monastic  buildings,  which  had  been  destroyed 
a  century  before,  were  occupied  by  married  canons,  exactly 
as  the  monastic  buildings  in  this  city  of  Norwich  are  at 
this  moment  occupied  by  married  canons  living  under 
some  lax  discipline  of  their  own.^  How  firmly  these 
were  settled  in  their  occupation,  how  completely  they 
were  recognized  as  respectable  members  of  society,  may 
appear  from  the  fact  that,  strongly  as  Dunstan  wished  to 
back  the  monks  and  bring  about  a  different  state  of  things, 
he  never  was  able  to  get  rid  of  the  canons  from  his  own 
cathedral  at  Canterbury,  and  there  they  stayed  during  all 
his  long  primacy.^  It  was  otherwise  with  the  canons  who 
were  settled  at  Ely.  These  were  summarily  driven  off  with 
a  high  hand  by  Bishop  Athelwold.  So  were  those  who 
were  living  a  harmless  life  at  Bur}^  St.  Edmund's.  So  were 
the  Peterborough  canons.  The  married  men  were  treated 
with  very  little  ceremony,  and  when  King  Canute  took  up 

Library,  which  contains  Bede's  Ecclesiastical  History  and  the  Anglo  Saxoti 
Chronicle,  all  that  they  require,  and  vastly  more  interesting  than  they 
expect. 

3  Consult  Professor  Stubhs'  magnificent  Introduction  to  Memorials  of 
8.  Dunstan,  in  the  Rolls  Series,  p.  118  et  seq, 

*  See  Dunstan  and  his  Tolicy,  in  the  late  Mr.  E.  W.  Eohertson's  Historical 
Essays,  published  by  Edmonstone  and  Douglas,  1872.  There  are  very  few 
volumes  printed  in  the  lifetime  of  the  present  generation  which  can  compare 
in  solid  value  for  the  historian  with  this  wonderful  collection,  and  none 
that  I  have  ever  seen  which  has  been  rendered  more  repulsive  by  the 
printer's  art. 
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tlie  cause  of  the  monks,  and  founded  his  great  ahhey  of 
St.  Benedict  at  Hulm  among  the  Norfolk  Broads,^  and  sent  a 
dozen  fresh  monks  to  colonize  13ury  St.  Edmund's  anew, 
and  himself  went  a  pilgrimage  to  Ilome,°  doubtless  bringing 
with  him  on  his  return  the  last  new  ecclesiastical  fashions, 
and  possibly  impressed  by  the  conviction  that  there  Avas  no 
holiness  outside  the  cloister ;  the  married  clergy  may  have 
felt  that  there  were  anxious  times  in  store  for  them.  The 
seven  years  that  followed  after  Canute's  death  were  years 
of  confusion  and  misery,  but  with  the  accession  of  Eadward, 
called  the  Confessor,  the  influence  of  the  monks  once  moro 
began  to  be  in  the  ascendant.  While  "Westminster  Abbey 
was  rising  up  towards  heaven,  and  the  vast  monastery  wliich 
was  intended  to  be  the  glory  of  all  lands  was  building,  there 
could  be  little  doubt  as  to  which  side  the  court  and  the 
great  men  would  take  in  a  struggle  between  the  regulars 
and  the  secular  clergy. 

The  reign  of  Eadward  the  Confessor  extends  over  a  period 
of  twenty-three  years  and  five  months,  viz.,  from  the  8th 
June,  1042,  to  the  5th  Jan.,  1066.  It  was  a  period  of  trans- 
cendant  importance  in  the  history  of  religion  and  civilisation 
in  Europe.  Ecclesiastical  life  had  become  miserably 
tainted  with  venality  and  corruption,  and  it  seemed  to  the 
earnest  and  enthusiastic  spirits  of  the  time,  with  Peter 
Damiani  and  Hildebrand  at  their  head,  that  the  only  hope 
for  the  reformation  of  society  and  the  Church  lay  in  de- 
nouncing and  forbidding  the  marriage  of  ecclesiastics.  A 
crusade  against  the  married  clergy  was  carried  on  ac- 
cordingly throughout  Europe,  and  notwithstanding  all  the 

^  John  of  Oxnede,  p.  19  (Eolls  Series.) 

^  Cnut  was  present  at  the  ceremony  of  Conrad  the  Salic' s  coronation  at 
Rome,  26th  March,  1027,  and  therefore  witnessed  the  riot  that  took  place  on 
that  occasion,  and  the  penance  that  was  exacted  from  those  that  took  part 
in  it. — Milman,  Bk.  v.  chap.  xvi.  On  the  date  of  Cnut's  pilgrimage  to 
Home  see  Freeman,  Norma^i  Conquest,  vol.  ii.  note  n  h  h. 
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itubborn  resistance  of  the  parochial  priests  in  north  Italy, 
the  protests  of  German  bishops,  and  the  silent  but  not  less 
tfTcctive  opposition  of  others  in  France,  England,  or 
Ix^rraine.  The  decree  of  the  Lateran  Council  of  1059,  which 
forbade  any  ecclesiastic  living  in  wedlock  from  celebrating 
niass  or  discharging  any  sacred  office  became  the  law  of 
till  Churches  in  communion  with  the  See  of  Home,  and  has 
continued  to  be  accepted  as  law  from  that  day  to  the 
present.^  It  is  quite  certain,  however,  that  this  law 
took  a  long  time  before  it  could  be  generally  enforced. 
^\^lerever  the  monks  were  the  stronger  party,  there  the 
iimrried  clergy  had  to  bear  a  pitiless  persecution  ;  where 
tliey  were  too  weak  to  carry  out  their  designs,  the  parish 
priests  continued  to  live  unmolested,  and  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  in  some  districts  they  were  to  be 
found  quietly  settled  with  their  families  much  longer  than 
luis  been  generally  supposed. 

In  East  Anglia,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conquest,  the 
parochial  or  secular  clergy  were  numerically  a  far  larger 
liody  than  the  regulars.  The  fasliion  had  indeed  come  in  and 
liad  prevailed  for  some  time  of  bestowing  large  tracts  of  land 
upon  the  revived  monasteries,  insomuch  that  even  in  the 
Confessor's  time  the  abbots  of  Ely,  St.  l^ennet's  at  llulm, 
and  Bury  St.  Edmund's  appear  by  the  Domesday  Survey  to 
liave  severally  possessed  almost  as  many  manors  as  the 
Bishop  of  East  Anglia.^  But  the  number  of  the  country 
parsons  was  out  of  all  proportion  to  those  of  the  monks, 
and  though  they  were  too  scattered  a  force  to  shew  any- 

7  The  Canon  is  given  in  Neander,  vi.  157.  There  is  a  remarkable  array 
of  original  passages  on  the  subject  to  be  found  in  a  note  of  Giesler,  vol.  ii. 
436.  The  disturbances  which  broke  out  at  IMilan,  and  generally  through 
North  Italy  are  well  narrated  by  Milman,  Bk.  vi.  chap.  iii.  Everything 
that  Mr.  Freeman  writes  is  suggestive  and  instructive,  and  his  remarks  on 
the  marriage  of  the  clergy  arc  peculiarly  so,  cf.  vol.  iv.  425,  and  vol.  v.  223. 

8  I  have  counted  seventy-seven  manors  as  belonging  to  the  abbot  of  St. 
Benedict  at  Ilulm  alone  which  are  noticed  in  the  Domesday  Book. 
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thing  like  the  same  compact  front  and  unity  of  action  t$ 
the  better  disciplined  regulars,  they  were  too  formiduLlo  to 
be  assailed  without  caution,  and  they  hung  together  in  their 
own  interest  in  that  desultory  fashion  which  has  charac- 
terised and  still  does  characterise  all  their  proceedings. 

The  Domesday  Book  shews  us  that  there  were  certainly 
as  many  as  three  hundred  and  seventeen  churches  in  Norfolk 
alone  at  the  time  af  the  Survey,^  and  as  certainly  these  da 
not  comprehend  all  that  then  existed.  The  churches  ia 
Suffolk  mentioned  in  the  Survey  have  not  been  count(xi 
with  the  same  minuteness  as  Mr.  Munford  brought  to  Ini 
careful  Analysis,  but  a  somewhat  protracted  examination 
has  convinced  me  that  not  less  than  seven  hundred,  grcal 
and  small,  are  specified  as  existing  at  the  time  of  the 
Conquest  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  alone.  This  implies  the 
existence  of  a  large  body  of  clergy  ;  for  the  endowments 
in  many  instances  are  considerable,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases  these  churches  in  the  year  1081  are  credited  with  a 
much  larger  extent  of  glebe  than  those  same  benetices 
enjoy  in  the  year  1881.^ 

But  a  body  of  parochial  clergy  too  strong  for  the  monks 
would  be  found  almost  always  to  mean  a  body  of  country 
parsons  who  would  not  consent  to  give  up  their  right  to  k 
fathers  of  families  and  to  enjoy  the  inestimable  blessing 
of  companionship  in  their  homes. 

Hence  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  new  Church 
law  of  the  Lateran  Synod  of  1059  must  have  been  received 
with  anything  but  equanimity  in  East  Anglia,  and  it  is 
no  wonder  that  when  half  a  century  after  this  time  Anselni 

9  Munford's  Analysis  of  the  Domesdarj  Boole  of  N'oifoll; -p.  88.  Seo  too 
pp.  99  et  seq. 

1  Thus  the  80  acres  of  glebe  which  Burnham  Thorpe  possessed  at  the 
earlier  date  have  shrunk  down  to  25  in  our  own  time,  the  73  acres  o{ 
Shouldham  to  4,  the  100  acres  of  West  Barsham  to  12,  and  the  100  acres 
of  Langley  to  nil  ! 
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began  his  efforts  to  carry  out  tliat  law  to  the  letter  he 
found  much  difficulty  and  possibly  much  more  active  op- 
position than  has  been  recorded.^ 

As  far  as  East  Anglia  was  concerned  how  could  it  have 
been  otherwise  ?  I  shall  shock  the  prejudices  of  some 
worthy  people  if  I  dare  to  express  my  suspicion  that  Herbert 
de  Losinga  himself  had  a  wife,  but  yet  I  do  entertain  such 
a  suspicion.^  Whether  the  fact  were  so  or  not  it  is  all  but 
demonstrable  that  his  three  immediate  predecessors  in  the 
East  Anglian  See  were  married  men.  These  were  Aelmar, 
brother  of  Archbishop  Stigand,  who,  by  fair  means  or  foul, 
obtained  the  See  of  Elmham  through  his  brother's  influence 
in  1047/  Herfast  or  Arfast,  who  was  appointed  to  replace 
him  as  bishop  by  the  Conqueror  in  1070,  and  by  whom  the 
see  was  removed  to  Thetford,  and  William  de  Beaufeu,  who 
was  consecrated  to  that  see  in  108G  and  held  it  till  his 
death  in  1091. 

Of  Aelmar  it  is  expressly  said  in  the  Domesday  Survey 
that  he  obtained  the  manor  of  Blofield  with  his  wife,  whom 
he  married  after  he  Avas  bishop,  and  that  (in  default  of 
issue  I  suppose)  the  manor  came  to  his  successor  in  the 
bishopric  as  to  the  heir  in  the  bishop's  see.^ 

The  same  record  informs  us  that  Bishop  Arfast,  Aclmar's 
successor,  had  two   or  more  sons,  who  managed  to  get 

2  The  Decrees  of  the  Synod  of  London,  a.d.  1108,  given  in  Florence  of 
Worcester,  stih  anno,  imply  that  the  marriage  of  the  clergy  was  at  least 
common.  It  is  not  a  little  curious  to  note  that  Thomas,  Archbishop  of 
York,  under  whose  name,  in  conjunction  with  that  of  Anselm,  the  decrees 
of  the  synod  were  promulgated,  was  himself  the  son  of  a  priest. — Malmes- 
bury,  Gcsta  Poniificuin  (Rolls  Series),  §  42,  p.  66.  Eadmer,  Hist.  Korv., 
lib.  I.,  p.  7  (Selden.) 

^  I  cannot  read  Losinga' s  letters  in  the  original  Latin  without  more  than 
agreeing  with  Mr.  Spurdens  in  regarding  them  as  "  suspiciously  paternal." 
I  can  hardly  understand  any  man  not  a  father  writing  to  the  boys  in  the 
strain  made  use  of. 

*  Stubbs,  Regist.  Sacr.  Brit.    Malmcsbury,  Gesta  Fontif,  p.  150. 

^  Domesday  Booh,  vol.  ii.  194  b. 
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possession  of  the  cliurcli  of  St.  Mary  at  Thetford,  and  tliat 
they  were  actually  in  possession  wlien  tlie  commissioiicrn 
made  tlieir  survey.^ 

The  marriage  of  William  de  Beaufeu  is  not  established 
with  such  absolute  certainty,  nor  is  there  sufficient  proof  of 
that  which  Blomefield  asserts  unhesitatingly,  viz.,  tliat 
E-ichard  de  Bellafago,  Archdeacon  of  Norwich  in  1107,  was 
the  bishop's  son  ;  but  I  think  few  who  turn  to  Mr.  Eye's 
short  paper  in  the  first  volume  of  his  delightful  Norfolk 
Antiquarian  Miscellany,  will  doubt  that  William  de  Beaufeu 
was  a  married  man,  and  left  offspring  behind  him. 

It  is  not  conceivable  that,  with  this  remarkable  series  of 
precedents  in  the  persons  of  their  bishops,  the  East  Anglian 
clergy  should  have  failed  to  follow  the  example  set ;  and 
though  Lanfranc  and  Anselm  were  both  of  them,  and  es- 
pecially the  latter,  vehement  declaimers  against  the  married 
parsons,  and  though  the  monks  continued  to  howl  tlicni 
down,  and  such  fanatics  as  Eadmer,  Anselm's  panegyrist, 
denounced  them  as  worse  than  infidels,  yet  the  married 
clergy  continued  to  hold  their  own  for  a  surprising  length 
of  time.  Thus,  on  the  9th  November,  1194,  a  remarkable 
cause  was  tried  at  Westminster,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
to  bo  found  in  Sir  F.  Palgrave's  Introduction  to  the  llolh 
and  Records  of  the  Kirufs  Justiciars  from  the  Wi  Richard  I. 
to  the  Accession  of  King  John,  in  which  it  appears  that  the 
parsons  of  Dunston  near  Norwich  had  always  held  the 
benefice  from  father  to  son  until  the  death  of  the  last  parson 
without  apparently  male  issue. 

In  the  same  volume  we  find,  p.  401,  among  the  Pleas 
of  20th  June,  1199,  one  which  complains  of  the  disseising 
of  a  certain  Roger,  a  cleric,  and  Nicholas  his  son,  in  respect 

^  Domesday  Book,  vol.  ii.  118  b.  The  names  Oshcrn  fillus  Arfast,  Itann/phus 
fratcr  ejus,  occur  among  the  signatures  to  a  charter  printed  by  Dacher  at  tho 
end  of  Lanfranc's  irorlcs  (fol.  Venice,  1715,  f.  -ol),  hut  I  am  not  so  hold  as 
to  huild  much  upon  their  occurrence. 
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ef  a  tenement  at  some  place  in  Suffolk  ;  and  five  years 
ytoro  a  case  is  reported  between  Kobert  de  Selton  or 
Shelton  on  the  one  part,  and  E-obert  son  of  the  priest  of 
.Shelton  on  the  other,  in  a  question  of  homage.  So  again 
among  the  Chancery  Rolls  of  the  8rd  John  we  meet  with 
the  names  Absolom  son  of  the  priest,  William  son  of  the 
priest,  Robert  son  of  a  cleric,  and  all  these  in  East  Anglia. 

Jhit  the  fact  is,  instances  of  the  mention  of  the  sons  of 
clergy  in  the  records  of  the  twelfth  century  occur  plentifully 
enough,  and  the  fact  of  the  marriage  of  the  clergy  during 
this  period  hardly  requires  proving.  It  is  when  we  get 
down  to  the  thirteenth  century  that  married  parsons  are 
not  to  be  met  with  so  frequently.  Indeed  they  were  di- 
minishing in  number  as  the  monks  were  increasing  in 
repute  and  power.  Nevertheless  there  is  no  doubt  that 
there  were  married  clergy  in  Norfolk  down  to  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.  at  least,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 
further  inquiry  gave  us  many  more  examples  than  I  am 
uble  to  produce. 

Among  the  small  collection  of  early  charters  relating  to 
Keswick  printed  by  Mr.  Hudson  Gurney  in  1841,  there  are 
no  less  than  three  which  make  mention  of  a  certain  clergy- 
man named  Henry  de  Norwich  and  his  wife  Kathcrino, 
who  together  buy  land  at  Keswyk ;  while  amongst  the 
witnesses  to  another  of  the  deeds  occurs  the  signature  of 
Walter  filius  Presbyteri ;  so  that  at  least  two  clergymen 
were  married  within  a  mile  of  Keswick  towards  the  close 
of  the  thirteenth  century. 

It  is,  however,  among  the  remarkable  muniments  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  North  at  Rougham  that  the  most  curious 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  clerical  marriages  in  Norfolk 
during  the  thirteenth  century  is  to  be  found,  and  that 
evidence  is  probably  unique.  Not  only  does  it  appear  that 
by  far  the  greatest  landowner  in  Rougham  during  the  first 
half  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  was  a  certain  Thomas  of 
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Hougham,  whose  grandsire  had  been  a  parson,  possibly  the 
parson  of  tbe  parish,  and  who  is  repeatedly  named,^  but  one 
of  these  thirteenth  century  charters  is  actually  a  grant  in 
which  Herbert  Buzuni  of  Wissingsett  bestows  his  lay  fee  in 
Yelverton,  together  with  20^.  annual  rent  and  his  daughter 
Emma's  hand,  upon  William  the  son  of  Josceline  the  priest 
of  Yelverton.  The  remarkable  part  of  this  transiiction 
being  that  the  Bozuns  were  at  this  time  not  only  the  cliief 
people  in  the  parish,  but  actually  the  patrons  of  llio 
advowson,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they  had 
given  the  benefice  to  Josceline  the  father  as  they  bestowwl 
their  daughter  upon  William  the  son. 

So  far  as  I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  discover,  this  is 
the  latest  instance  of  a  perfectly  well  authenticated  marriage ; 
but  as  I  have  remarked,  it  is  not  likely  to  remain  the  last 
if  gentlemen  who  have  access  to  ancient  charters  would  take 
the  pains  to  examine  them  with  care. 

,  *  *  *  *  * 

[As  the  eleven  deeds  of  the  times  of  Henry  III.  and 
Edward  I.,  which  Mr.  Hudson  Gurney  printed  in  1841,  are 
rarely  to  be  met  with,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  print 
one  of  them  here.  (1.)  The  clause ''contra  omnes  gentes, 
Judeos  quani  Christianos,"  is  sufRcient  to  prove  that  the  date 
must  be  set  before  1290,  in  which  year  the  Jews  were 
banished  from  England.  Before  the  statute  of  Quia  Empiom 
(a. 13.  1294)  charters  are  rarely  dated ;  but  fortunately  No.  12 
of  the  Keswick  deeds  is  actually  dated  at  Intwood  on  the 
Annunciation  of  the  Blessed  Vii'gin,  "  Anno  II.  Ji.  Edwardi 
filii  R.  Henrici  septimo,"  i.e.,  25  March,  1279.  Eive  of  tlic 
witnesses  to  this  charter  are  also  witnesses  to  the  one  I  print 
below,  which  must  therefore  be  assigned  approximately  to 
the  same  date.] 

Among  the  witnesses  to  the  chai'ters  of  this  pei'iod,  too,  I  find  frequently 
the  names  of  Galfridus,  descvihed  as  c/erlcus,  and  of  Iiis  tico  sons  William 
and  Alan.  All  throe  appear  as  persons  of  some  consideration  in  the  village 
community. 
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I.  Sciant  presentes  et  futuri  quod  ego  Johannes  filius 
Ricardi  le  Moyne  de  Gronthorpe,  concessi,  dedi,  et  liac 
^ppscnti  carta  mea  confirmavi  Henrico  de  Norwico  clerico  et 
Kaierine  iixori  sue,  pro  homagio  et  servicio  eorum,  et  pro 
ijaadraginta  et  sex  solidis  argenti  quos  mihi  dederunt  in 
jtrsuraam,  unam  acram  et  imam  rodam  terre  arrabilis  cum 
jpertinenciis  jacentes  in  campo  de  Kesewyke,  quarum  pr.edicta 
•era  jacet  ad  capud  de  Wetelondes  versus  orientem,  et  juxta 
Ifiram  Ricardi  de  Humilyerd  versus  occidentem,  cujus  caput 
.Mstrale  abuttat  super  terram  Ade  filie  Gode  de  Intewode,  et 
caput  aquilonale  super  terram  Simonis  filii  Simit  de  Xese- 
vyke;  et  predicta  roda  terroB  jacet  in  Wetelondes  inter 
kmim  Thome  Pocok  versus  austrum  et  terram  E,icardi  de 
Oauthorpe  versus  aquilonem,  cujus  capud  orientale  abuttat 
luper  terram  quondam  Johannis  Nichol  de  Kesewyk,  et 
capud  occidentale  super  predictam  acram,  sive  plus  sive 
minus,  in  illis  peciis  terre  contineatur ;  Habendum  et  te- 
nendum de  me  et  heredibus  meis  vel  meis  assignatis  predictus 
Henrico  et  Katerine  et  eorimi  heredibus  ex  eis  conjunctim  et 
kgitime  provenientibus,  aut  cuicumque  et  quibuscumque  vel 
quandocumque  predictus  Henricus  vel -predicta  Katerina,  seu 
corum  heredes  prenominati  dictam  terram  dare,  vendere,  vel 
assignare  voluerint  et  heredibus  assignatorum  suorum,  libere, 
quiete,  bene,  in  pace,  et  hereditarie  inperpetuum;  reddendo 
inde  annuatim  mihi  et  heredibus  meis  vel  meis  assignatis  tres 
deiiarios  ad  duos  anni  terminos,  videlicet  ad  Natale  Domini 
tres  obolos,  et  ad  f  estum  Sancti  J ohannis  Baptiste  tres  obolos, 
pro  omni  servicio,  consuetudine,  secta  curie,  et  seculari 
demanda.  Et  ego  predictus  Johannes  et  heredes  mei  vel  mei 
assignati  warantizabimus,  defendemus,  et  adquietabimus 
predictam  terram  cum  suis  pertinenciis,  sicut  predictum  est, 
predictis  Henrico  et  Katerine  et  eorum  heredibus  prefatis  vel 
eorum  assignatis  et  heredibus  assignatorum  suorum,  contra 
omnes  gentes,  tam  Jiideos  quam  Christ ianos,  inperpetuum  per 
predictum  servitium ;  Et  si  contingat  predictos  Henricum  et 
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Katerinam  sine  herede  ex  eis  legitime  procreate  in  fat* 
decidcre,  tota  predicta  terra  cum  suis  pertinenciis  proxiiuU 
heredibus  predicti  Henrici  absque  alien  jus  retenemeiito  s<"4 
contradictione  remaneat.  In  liujus  rei  testimonium  presenij 
scripto  sigillum  meum  apposui.  Iliis  testibus,  Domitio 
J olano  de  Yallibus.  Gregorio  de  Oldhaglie.  J olianne  de  Ty  vilL 
Willi elmo  le  Moyne.  AVillielmo  de  Dunstone.  Williebiio  tic 
Oarletone.  Eustacliio  de  Curzon.  Georgio  de  Merke.sluilr, 
Willielmo  de  Tliweyt.  E-ogero  de  Ssverdeston,  Ricaitlo  Ic 
Clerk  de  Swerdestone.  Ada  Urry.  Laurentio  de  JakcisliaEii. 
Johanne  le  Lef.  Willielmo  de  Manegrene.  et  aliis. 


II.  Notum  sit  tarn  presentibus  quam  futuris.  Quod 
ego  Herbertus  Buzun  de  AYicbigsete  concessi  et  dedi  ct  hac 
presenti  carta  mea  confirmavi  Willo  filio  Gocelini  sacerdoiU 
de  Gelvertune  totum  Laicum  feodum  Cum  Emma  fiUa  vi^s 
quod  predictus  Gocelinus  tenuit  in  Gelvertunia  silicvl 
In  pratis.  in  nemoribus.  et  in  niarisco.  Et  etiam  in  al)!* 
omnibus  pertinenciis.  tenendum  de  me  et  de  beredibus  iiu-ii 
illi  vel  cuicumque  dare  vel  assignare  voluerit.  bene  et  in 
pace.  Libere  quiete  et  in  jure,  atque  bereditarie  scilicet  coihu* 
viglnti  sol.  annuatim.  et  ad  bos  terminos.  ad  Natale  Dili 
diniidiam  marcam.  et  ad  Pasca  dimidiani  marcam.  ad  festura 
sancti  Micbaelis  dimidiani  marcam.  Pro  omni  servicio.  con* 
suetudine  et  exactione.  et  pro  omnibus  querelis.  et  omniliu* 
causis.  et  quando  ego  predictus  Herbertus  de  Wicbigseto  a«l 
exercitura  dni  Regis  tres  libras  dabo  ille  predictus  AYill** 
quadraginta  denarios  dabit.  ad  plus  plus;  ad  minus  minus; 
Hiis  testibus.  Rogero  Buzun.  Durando  Estrange.  Ilaniunth 
lilio  Burd.  Roberto  de  Ilumo.  Radulfo  de  Netbetun.  Gocelino 
de  Gatele.  Willo  Picbot.  Radulfo  Albo.  Radulfo  Camera rio. 
Wills  Brien.  Galfrido  de  Ivirkeby.  Pbilippo  de  Framiiigliani. 
Wills  de  Ilauton.  Ricardo  de  Boytun.  et  multis  aliis. — Frora 
Rougham  Munimenis,  No.  19. 
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COMMUNICATED  BY 

THE  REV.   W.  H.   SEWELL,  M.A., 

VICAR  OF  YAXLEY,  SUFFOLK. 


The  design  of  this  paper  is  to  explain  the  use  of  an  object 
found  in  Long  Stratton  Church,  Norfolk,  and  of  a  similar  one 
in  Yaxley  Church,  Suffolk — the  only  examples  known.  The 
opinions  of  some  esteemed  antiquaries  respecting  the  object 
will  first  be  quoted.  Its  ascertained  name  will  then  be  given, 
and  its  use  described,  viz.,  to  decide  upon  the  Lady  Fast, 
which  many  people  formerly  were  in  the  habit  of  keeping 
voluntarily.  Authorities  from  the  fifteenth  century  onwards 
will  next  be  brought  forward  with  regard  to  the  rise  of  the 
Lady  Fast.  The  six  Lady  Days  of  the  year  will  be  specified ; 
one  of  which  days  was  selected  for  the  Lady  Fast  by  the 
use  of  this  object,  the  Sexton's  Wheel ;  so  named  by  Nao- 
georgus  in  his  Regmim  Papisticion,  and  by  Googe,  his 
English  translator.  The  wheel  was  usually  kept  hung 
up  by  its  handle  in  the  vestry.  I  shall  conclude  by 
showing  the  manner  in  which  it  was  employed. 

VOL.   IX.]  p 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Archseological  Institute  at  Burr 
St.  Edmund's,  in  July,  1869,  a  full-sized  representation  il 
an  unknown  wheel-like  object,  found  in  the  Church  ti 
St.  Mary,  Long  Stratton,  was  exhibited  ;  .together  with  » 
pair  of  similar  wheels  from  St.  Mary's  Church,  Yaxley. 

The  Yaxley  wheels,  which  are  shown  together-  (Plate  I), 
were  found  separate ;  but  those  in  Stratton  were  found  tiS^ 
gether  (as  shown  in  Plate  ii.),  united  by  a  handle  terminatini 
in  a  ring.  Both  examples  were  objects  of  interest  to  nuU* 
quaries  attending  the  evening  conversazione,  from  tho  fact 
that  in  the  year  1867  (August  17th),  the  attention  of  reader* 
of  Notes  and  Queries  (p.  128)  had  been  particularly  direcUti 
to  them.  The  two  wheels  as  shown,  Plate  i.  (the  YaxW 
example),  and  Plate  ii.  (that  from  Long  Stratton),  are  cat 
out  of  sheet  iron,  variously  ornamented  ;  each  pair  copr 
sisting  of  two  exactly  similar  circles  fastened  together  t% 
the  centre  ambo.  The  Yaxley  wheels  measure  2  ft.  G  in, 
in  diameter,  have  three  small  holes  through  which  a  lace  or 
string  could  be  passed  in  three  of  the  radii  in  each  wheel, 
and  weigh  13  lbs.  avoirdupois.  The  Long  Stratton  wheel* 
measure  2  ft.  8  in.  in  diameter,  and  4  ft.  2  in.  from  the  ring 
in  the  handle  to  the  circumference  opposite,  a  to  b  (Plate  ii. 
fig.  1),  have  three  small  holes  (fig.  1,  Jl  h.  h.)  similar  to 
the  above,  not  however  in  the  radii,  but  in  the  circumference 
of  each  wheel,  and  weigh  from  15  lbs.  to  16  lbs. 

•   Supposttions  as  to  tijcir  fimxt  anK  5Hse* 

By  the  time  that  the  wheels  were  introduced  to  public 
notice  at  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  two  theories  had  been  advanced 
as  to  their  use,  a  door  theory  and  a  bell  theory.  The  door 
theory  was  held  by  Mr.  E.  L.  Blackburne,  architect,  who 
supposed  the  two  wheels,  found  separated  at  Yaxley,  to 
the  hinge-plates  or  hinge-fronts  of  one  of  the  church  door.s. 


Plate  I 

SEXTON  S  WHEEL  AT  YAXLEY  CHURCH,  SUFFOLK. 


Pla.te     JX  .      sexton's  wheel  at  ST.  MARY'S  CHURCH,  LONG  STRATTON 


203 


Tin's  theory,  wliich  in  the  first  instance  was  open  to  some 
objection,  received  the  support  of  so  eminent  an  ecelesi- 
ologist  as  Dr.  F.  C.  Ilusenbeth,  who  considered  that  they  were 
**  merely  ornaments  attached  to  a  massive  ring  (called  in 
East  Anglia  a  ringle)  for  raising  the  latch  of  a  church 
door.'' 

The  bell  theory  was  held  by  the  veteran  patron  of  bells 
and  bellringing,  the  Eev.  II.  T.  Ellacombe,  who  gave  them 
the  name  of  merrj'-- go-rounds  " — not  so  very  wide  of  the 
mark — and  supposed  them  to  be  "  Rotoe  cum  tintinnabulis," 
or  wheels  with  bells  on  them,  of  various  ornamental  forms, 
used  in  certain  parts  of  a  Celebration,  as  shown  by  Mr. 
Street  in  his  work  on  Spain.  The  puzzle  was  submitted 
also  to  another  keen  antiquary,  Mr.  John  Piggot,  jun.,  of 
lilting,  who  objected  to  the  door  theory  the  fact  that 
although  the  Yaxley  wheels  were  found  separated,  and  so 
capable  of  being  fastened  to  a  door,  those  at  Stratton  were 
pinned  together  at  the  centre  of  the  wheels,  and  at  the 
extremities  of  the  forked  handle,  composed  of  ancient  work 
of  an  ornamental  description.  Mr.  Piggot  therefore  inclined 
to  the  bell  theory,  but  not  without  hesitation,  remarking 
that  it  was  certain  they  could  not  have  been  placed  upon 
a  door.  As,  however,  the  door  theor)^  was  held  b}'  so  eminent 
an  antiquary  as  Dr.  Ilusenbeth,  I  sent  him  tracings  both 
of  the  Yaxley  and  of  the  Stratton  wheels,  and  have  now 
his  letter  before  me.    He  wrote  : — 

Cossey,  September  30th,  1868. 

Eev.  and  dear  Sir, 

I  avail  myself  of  the  first  leisure  I  have  had  since  my  note 
to  you,  to  return  your  interesting  tracings,  and  say  what  I  tliink  of 
them. 

Both  those  at  Yaxley  and  Locg  Stratton  were  evidently  intended 
for  the  same  purpose. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  handle  was  originally  attached  to  those  at 
L.  Stratton. 

r  2 
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I  totally  reject  the  idea  of  bells  having  been  attached  to  either  pair, 
and  quite  concur  in  your  objections  to  such  a  theory. 

I  adhere  firmly  to  my  original  explanation,  and  am  persuaded  that 
these  were  ornaments  originally  fixed  on  church  doors,  and  by  pins  or 
screws,  through  the  small  holes  in  some  of  the  radii.  It  was  nol 
uncommon  to  fix  such  circles  (I  forget  the  proper  architectural  nam© 
for  them — 0 !  it  is  escarhuncles)  on  large  church  doors.  Naj^  they 
were  even  fastened  sometimes  on  folding  doors  merely  for  ornament, 

as  in  the  sketch  I  siibjoin  from  the  W.  front  of  the  Abbey 

Church  of  St.  Bertius  at  St.  Omer.  Here  there  are  six,  three  on  each 
half  of  the  folding  door. 

"We  may  very  well  suppose  that  these  pairs  were  fixed  in  the  centre 
of  such  a  door,  one  on  each  fold.    One  might  have  had  the  ring  uu^ 
long  latch,  the  other  neither,  but  placed  merely  to  match  his  fellow. 
I  remain,  Eev.  and  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithful! 5', 

F.  0.  IIUSENBETH. 

I  was  glad  to  be  able  to  agree  to  some  extent  with  the 
advocates  of  these  two  opposite  theories.  I  agreed  with  Mr. 
Piggot  in  rejecting  the  door  theory,  because  the  Long 
Stratton  wheels,  when  discovered,  were  fastened  together  at 
the  centre  (Plate  ii.  fig.  1,  a.  d.  c.)  with  ornamental  iron- 
work, evidently  original.  I  agreed  also  with  Dr.  Husenbelh 
in  totally  rejecting  the  idea  that  bells  had  ever  been  attached 
to  either  pair ;  and  I  was  glad  of  so  good  an  authority  u 
the  Doctor  accepting  my  view  that  the  Yaxley  and  Long 
Stratton  wheels  were  evidently  intended  for  the  same 
purpose.  From  the  wheels  themselves  it  was  not  easy  to 
infer  very  much.  Judging  from  the  handle  terminating  in 
a  ring,  I  supposed  that  the  object  was  intended  either  to  be 
held  up  or  hung  up.  Judging  from  the  pome  of  ornamental 
and  intricate  construction  (Plate  ii.  fig.  1,  d.),  and  from  the 
fact  that  fleurs-dc-Us  were  lavished  upon  each  wheel,  it  was 
intended  for  some  pious  employment,  probably  in  connexion 
with  the  cultus  of  the  Blessed  Yirgin,  where  the  principle 
of  carefulness  or  costliness  would  be  likely  to  find  place; 


and  judging  by  the  wheel  moving  on  two  axes,  one  in  the 
iumdle  outside  the  circumference  (Fig.  2,  u),  and  another  at 
the  centre  (Fig.  1,  c),  it  was  evidently  intended,  when 
nuspended  in  space,  freely  to  revolve  from  right  to  left,  and 
filso  from  head  to  foot. 

Several  years  had  passed,  when  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  in  my  keeping  a  black-letter  book,  containing  an 
English  poem  published  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign — to  be 
described  hereafter — from  which,  for  the  first  time,  I 
ascertained  that  the  curiosity  which  had  puzzled  antiquaries 
m  long  was  a  Sexton's  Wheel,  and  accordingly  on  17tli  April, 
1880,  I  answered  my  own  inquiry  in  JVotes  and  Queries,  and 
htated  that  the  unknown  object  was  a  Sexton's  Wheel,  which 
in  former  times  was  occasionally  nsed  to  determine  the  day 
for  keeping  the  Lady  Fast. 

raijat  tons  tbc  Hatiu  Jast? 

There  were  two  kinds  of  fasts  observed  in  honour  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin ;  one  moveable,  the  other  immoveable.  The 
immoveable  fast,  which  was  one  also  of  precept,  was  that 
kept  on  the  Saturday  of  every  week,  having  an  Office  proper 
to  tlie  day.  Pope  Urban  II.,  a.d.  1080,  ordained,  says 
Thomas  l^econ,^  that  priests  should  say,  every  day,  our 
Lady's  Mattens  openly  in  the  church ;  and  that  upon  the 
Saturday  the  whole  service  should  be  of  her.  Frequently  in 
the  thirteenth  century  a  vow  Avas  voluntarily  made,  in 
lionour  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,^  to  take  but  one  meal,  and  to 
drink  only  water  on  a  Saturday, 

In  the  next,  the  fourteenth  century,  we  meet  with,  I 
suppose,  the  earliest  reference  known  to  what  I  have  termed 
the  "  Moveable "  Lady  Fast.  This  was  a  variable  fast, 
voluntarily  observed  ;  and  came  to  be  thought  of  as  and. 

1  Eeliques,  ed.  1563,  fol.  29a. 

2  Rov.  T.  E.  Bridgett,  Oiw  Luchjs  Dowry,  p.  242. 
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termed  par  excellence  the  Lady  Fast,  as  the  more  popular 
one  of  the  two  kinds. 

The  following  account  of  it  is  found  in  the  Scotichronicon 
of  Fordun.  To  Joannes  de  Fordun,  or  rather  to  his  con- 
tinuator,  Walter  Eower,  we  are  indebted  for  the  elucidation 
of  the  subject.  Bower  was  born  in  the  year  1385,  and 
became  abbot  of  the  monastery  of  Inchcolm,  situated  upon 
an  island  in  the  Forth,  and  after  comjileting  his  Coiituiuation 
in  1447,  died  in  the  year  1449. 

Original,  Translation. 

De  incuria  non  sunt  modice  pre-  lu  regard  of  carelessness  Prolate n 
lati  redargucndi,  qui  pleLeos  in  are  no  Httlo  deserving  of  blaiuo, 
tantum  patiuntur  decipere,  ut  ad  who  sufi'er  the  decei:)tion  of  com* 
velle  suuin  omni  anno  varient  do  mon  people  to  such  an  extent,  as 
die  ad  jejunandum  Marian,  cum,  all  the  year  through  after  tlieir 
ut  prajdicitur,  ipsa  invariabiliter  own  will  to  yary  from  the  day  to 
Sabbato  Apostolis  ha?sitantibus  bo  fasted  in  honour  of  Mary; 
stetit  in  fide;  et  ideo,  una  cum  aliis  when,  as  has  been  observed,  slie 
causis  prremissis,  Sabbatum  sibi  ad  abode  unshakenly  in  the  Faith  on 
jejunandum  dedicatur.  the  Saturday  [i.e.,  the  first  Easter 

Eve]  when  the  Apostles  douhtdl; 
and  therefore,  for  that  reason,  with 
other  causes  aforesaid,  the  Satur- 
day is  dedicated  to  her  as  a  fast. 
Nunc  videbis  tarn  mares  quam       Now  you  will  see  both  men  aiul 
feminas  Sabbatis  lautius  ca?nare    women  on  a  iSaturdaj'-  make  giKnl 
et  ova  manducaro,  qui  in  diebus    dinners,  and  eating  eggs,  who  on 
Martis  vel  Jovis  non   gustarcnt    a  Tuesday  or  Thursday  would  not 
panis    paxillum,    no   frangerent    touch  a  morsel  of  bread,  lost  tht  y 
jejunium  Dominco  j^ro  talento.         should  break  the  Lady  Fast  krj>t 

after  their  fancy. 
Statuta  jejunia  ab  Ecclesia,  sive  The  fasts  appointed  by  tlio 
quatuor  temporumQuadragesinuo,  Church,  whether  the  Ember  Day^ 
vel  vigilias  Apostolorum,  sine  of  the  four  seasons  or  the  Vigil,', 
metu  transgrediuntur,  et  jejunium  of  Apostles,  they  transgress  with- 
quod  voluntario  in  diebus  carnium  out  fear  ;  while  they  pretend  tliut 
assumunt,  nec  jiro  Deo  vel  homino    neither  for  God  nor  man  Avoidd 

^  Johannis  de  Fordun,  Chronica  Gnitis  Scoturuin,  cd,  W.  F.  Skene  (rrifacc). 
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dIHngere  so  velle  confingunt.  they  -yiolatG  a  fast,  wliich.  of  their 

own  accord  they  observe  on  days 
when  meat  is  allowed, 
0  voluntas  propria  subject!  sub-       O,  self-will,  the  ruin  of  subor- 
Torsiva,  animto  inimica,  Deo  con-    dination,  the  enemy  of  the  soul, 
traria,  Diabolo  consentanea ;  cur    opposed  to  God,  consenting  to  the 
niteris  in  vetitum,  acceleras  ad    devil ;  why  dost  thou  strive  for 
intoritum  ? — Joannis  de  Fordun,    the  forbidden  thing  ?  why  hasten- 
Scotichronicon  cum  .  .  .  continua-    est  thou  to  destruction  ? 
ttone    Walteri   Boweri,    cura  W. 
OooJcdJ,  ed.  1759,  fob  vol.  1.,  p. 
i;n.    (Lib,  vii.  c.  xlix.) 

It  was  of  course  only  out  of  reverence  for  the  profound 
mystery  of  our  Saviour's  Holy  Incarnation  that  the  Blessed 
Virgin  became  the  object  of  this  devout  respect.  From  the 
year  1455  never  a  day  passed  but  people  were  reminded  at 
uoontime  of  their  redemption.^ 

We  meet  M'ith  another  reference  to  this  Lady  Fast  in 
the  writings  of  the  reformer  Tyndale,  who  suftered  for  his 
opinions  a.d.  153G.    Tyndale  Avrote  : — 

"And  last  of  all  what  shall  I  say  of  the  oj^en  idolatry 
of  innumerable  fasts  ;  of  St.  Brandon's  fast,  St.  Patrick's 
fast,  of  four  holy  Fridays,  of  St.  Anthony's  between  St. 
^[arj-'s  days,  of  our  Lady  Fast  cither  seven  year  the  same 
day  that  her  day  falletli  on  in  IMarch,  and  then  begin,  or 
one  year  wdth  bread  and  water  "  .  .  . — Tyndale's  Expu.sifion 
of  St.  Matthew  V.  ri.  vii.    Parker  Society,  ed.  1849,  p.  98. 

To  the  preceding  passage  the  editor  (liev.  Henry  Walter) 
appends  this  note,  "  The  Lady  Fast  here  described  seems  to 
have  been  a  species  of  penance,  wliether  voluntary  or  en- 
joined, in  which  the  penitent  had  the  choice  of  either  fasting 
once  a  week  for  seven  years  on  that  day  of  the  week  on 
which  Lady  Day  happened  to  fall,  beginning  his  course 


*  In  that  year  Pope  Calixtus  III.  ordayned  that  the  great  bell  should  be 
tolled  every  day,  at  twelve  of  the  clock,  and  that  people  should  bay  an  Ave 
Maria." — Thomas  Becon,  ItcUqucs,  ed.  1563,  fob  115. 
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from  that  day  ;  or  of  finishing  his  penance  sooner  by  taking 
as  many  fasting  days  together,  which  would  obviously 
amount  to  one  whole  year." 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  from  both  Bower  and  Tyndale,  that 
besides  the  stated  weekly  fast  in  honour  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  observed  every  Saturday,  fasts  were  kept  which 
lasted  as  many  as  seven  years,  on  any  week-day,  even  on 
such  day  as  was  a  non-fasting  day,  like  Tuesday  or  Thursday. 
From  Tyndale  we  also  learn  that  the  day  observed  as  the 
Lady  Fast  was  begun  on  that  day  of  the  week  on  which 
the  particular  Lady  Day  happened  to  fall,  as  in  March ;  and 
the  same  day  in  every  week  was  voluntarily  fasted  for  seven 
years  following ;  or  a  person  fasted  instead  three  himdred 
and  sixty-four  (i.e.,  fifty- two  multiplied  by  seven)  days  right 
off,  or  one  year  on  bread  and  water. 


E\\t  Six  ILalJS  ©ags  of  tlje  Ifcar. 

It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the  pre-Reformation 
Church  of  England  there  were  as  many  as  six  Lady  Bays 
in  the  year  popularly  kept,  all  of  which,  indeed,  are  in- 
dicated in  every  English  almanack  or  calendar  published  hy 
the  Stationers'  Company  up  to  the  last,  the  eighteenth, 
century.  Taking  them  in  the  order  of  the  months  they 
are — 

1.  February  2,  Candlemas,  or  the  Purification. 

2.  March  25,  ''Lady  Lay,"  or  the  Annunciation. 

3.  July  2,  Visitation  of  B.  V.  M. 

4.  August  15,  Assumption  of  B.  V.  M. 

5.  September  8,  Nativity  of  B.  Y.  M. 

6.  December  8,  Conception  of  B.  V.  M. 


It  must,  therefore,  from  the  rise  of  this  singular  devotion, 
have  been  a  common  difficulty  to  decide  on  which  of  these 
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lix  Lady  Days  one  should  keep  the  Lady  Fast.  If  a  person 
vowed  to  fast  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  successive 
days  on  bread  and  water,  there  was  then  the  difficulty  of 
knowing  on  which  day  to  begin.  Two  methods  were  ac- 
cordingly devised  for  solving  the  difficulty.  One  was,  to 
have  recourse  to  the  casting  of  lots,  the  other  was  to  try 
the  Sexton's  Wheel. 

It  is  easy  to  suppose  that  as  the  six  faces  of  a  die  cor- 
responded with  the  six  Lady  Days  in  the  year,  a  simple 
plan  of  numbering  them,  as  above  indicated,  would  enable 
a  person  to  decide  on  which  day  to  begin  his  fast,  i.e.,  the 
uce  would  indicate  Feb.  2  as  the  day  for  commencing  the 
Lady  Fast ;  the  deuce,  March  25  ;  the  tray,  July  2  ;  and  so 
on.  But  sometimes  recourse  was  had  instead  to  the  Sexton's 
"\7heel,  as  we  know  from  Naogeorgus  and  Googe. 

Extracts  are  so  often  met  with  from  Googe's  translation 
of  Naogeorgus  in  that  valuable  handbook,  Sir  Henry  Ellis' 
edition  of  Brand's  Popular  Antiquities,  that  a  few  particulars 
will  probably  be  of  interest  concerning  Naogeorgus  and 
Googe. 

Thomas  Naogeorgus  is  a  nom  de  pinme  assumed  by  a 
German  writer,  whose  real  name  was  Thomas  Kirchmeyer, 
born  in  Bavaria  a.d.  1511,  died  1578.  The  work  by  which 
he  is  best  known  is  Regmun  Papisticum.  T.  Naogeorgo  [i.e., 
T.  K.]  autore.  Adjecta  sunt  et  alia  qutedam.  Ex  officina 
Oporini,  Basilea3,  1559,  8vo.  The  Reg  mm  Papisticum  is  a 
Latin  hexameter  poem.  No  copy  exists  in  the  British 
Museum  of  the  English  translation  of  this  poem,  so  often 
quoted  by  Brand,  and  but  one  perfect  copy  (in  the  library 
of  the  University  of  Cambridge)  is  at  present  known,  of 
which  the  following  is  the  title :  The  Popish  Kingdoms 
or  Reigne  of  Antichrist,  written  in  Latine  by  Thouias 
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Naogeorgus  and  englyshed  by  Barnabe  Googe.  2  Tim.  iii. 
Like  as  Jannes  and  Jambres,  &c.  Imprinted  at  London  by 
Henrie  Denbam  for  Ricbard  Watkins,  Anno  1570,  sm.  4 to. 
Black-letter,  nine  pages,  eigbty-eigbt  folios,  paged  only  on 
one  side  of  tbe  page.  It  bas  lately  been  reprinted  fur 
subscribers. 

Barnaby  Googe,  wbose  surname  is  variously  spelt  Goclic, 
Gogbe,  Goucbe,^  tbe  translator  of  Kircbmeyer,  was  tbo  8on 
of  Eobert  Googe,  Recorder  of  Lincoln,  and  of  bis  Nvifc 
Margaret,  daugbter  of  Sir  Jobn  Mantell.  He  was  grandson 
of  Lady  Hales,  was  born  in  or  about  1540,  and  enterc<l 
Cbrist's  College,  Cambridge,  but  left  tbe  University  witlioiit 
taking  a  degree,  and  proceeded  to  travel  tbrougb  Franco 
and  Spain.  In  1562  be  returned  to  England  and  became  a 
retainer  of  Sir  William  Cecil,  to  Avbom  be  was  related,  and 
to  wbom  be  dedicated  (among  several  otber  poems  and 
translations)  bis  Popish  Kingdom,  and  by  bis  interest  iu 
15G3  was  made  one  of  tbe  Queen's  Gentlemen  Pensioners, 

It  is  in  tbese  autbor's  poems,  witb  wbicb  I  became  ac- 
quainted  not  long  ago,  tbat  a  description  is  found  of  the 
use  of  tbe  Sexton's  "Wlieel. 

Mfjat,  tljcn,  is  tfjc  .Sexton's  Mljcd? 

I  bave  already  briefly  described  the  object  as  a  pair  o{ 
wheels  formed  of  sheet  iron,  made  to  revolve  backwards  and 
forwards  when  held  up  or  hung  up  by  a  handle,  wliicli  keeps 
the  two  wheels  together.  From  its  peculiar  shape  (Plato  ii. 
fig.  1)  it  would  be  most  conveniently  l^Q^t  hung  up,  wliou 
not  in  use,  in  the  vestry  of  a  church,  precisely  where  I  found 
the  Long  Stratton  example,  wdicn  our  Society  visited  tlio 
fabric  in  September,  1866. 

^  Mr.  Arber,  who  has  prefixed  to  his  reprint  of  Googe' s  'Eijlogs  ten  closoly<. 
jjrinted  pages  of  interesting  biography. 
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The  accompanying  illustration,^  in  Sebastian  Brant's  SJiq) 
of  Fools,  Basle,  1497,  folio  136,  includes  what  is  probably 
meant  to  represent  a  sexton's  wlieel,  similarly  hung  up  by  a 
handle  on  the  wall. 


I  cannot  therefore  consider  that  there  is  any  reason  to 
doubt,  with  Dr.  Ilusenbeth,  whether  the  handle  of  the  Long 
Stratton  example  be  original.  It  seems  to  me  unquestionably 

*  From  a  cast  of  the  wood  block ;  by  pennishion  of  Mr.  AY.  Patoison, 
Publisher,  Edi  nburgh . 
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original.  The  wheel  was  a  church  ornament,  and  seems  to 
have  been  specially  put  in  the  keeping  of  the  sexton,  whcnco 
it  was  known  as  the  Sexton's  Wheel. 

f^oto  toas  t!}e  Sexton's  m\)td  useti? 

When  a  person  wanted  to  know  from  which  of  the  six 
days  he  should  begin  to  keep  his  Lady  Fast,  he  would  pay 
the  sexton  a  visit  at  church,  and  try  his  wheel  in  the  vestry. 
The  sexton,  of  course,  kept  his  wheel  ready  for  use,  as  shown 
on  Plate  ii.  (fig.  2),  with  a  string  fastened  to  each  of  the  six 
holes — three  on  each  of  the  two  wheels — assigned  by  som« 
mark  near  each  hole  to  the  six  days  respectively  sacred  to  St. 
Mary.  Had  the  exigencies  of  metre  allowed,  the  six  strings 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  more  clearly  indicated  both  in 
Latin  and  English  ;  where  now  the  two  authors  speak  only 
of  one  string,  i.e.,  attached  to  each  hole.  These  six  strings, 
then,  were  to  indicate  (just  as  the  faces  of  the  die)  the  six 
Lady  Days,  from  one  of  which  the  Lady  Fast  was  to 
commence.  All  being  ready,  the  sexton,  hanging  up  liis 
wheel  so  that  it  would  revolve  freely,  or  (not  being  an  infirm 
man)  holding  it  up  at  arm's  length,  lie  perhaps  gets  someone 
to  set  the  wheel  going  by  both  pulling  it  and  turning  it 
roimd  at  the  same  time;  and  while  it  is  thus  in  motion,  lio 
bids  the  person  who  has  come  to  try  to  catch  one  string  while 
it  revolves.  The  string  caught  indicates  the  Lady  Day  to  he 
selected  for  the  Lady  Fast.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  two 
radii,  e  to  f  (Plate  ii.  fig.  1),  being  purposely  bent,  prevented 
either  wheel  from  making  a  complete  revolution. 

The  Latin  original,  by  Kirchmeyer,  shall  now  be  given. 
After  animadverting  upon  the  cultus  of  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
the  author  proceeds  as  follows  : — 

"  Quin  etiam  Marise  festa  jejunia  luce 
Observant,  rotula  quam  versa  et  jacta  dedit  sors. 
Quisque  etenim  ajdituus  rotulam  siispendit  in  aede 
Signatam  circum  vel  sex  vel  quinque  diebus 
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Addictis  MaritB,  totum  festisque  per  annum  : 
A  quaque  ad  captum  dependet  chordula  longa. 
Si  Marite  ergo  yenit  cultor,  lucemque  sibi  unam 
Sorte  dari  cupit,  is  rotulam  convertit  in  orbem, 
Cultoremque  jubet  ciirsu  comprendere  filum. 
Indo  diem  discit,  stata  quo  jejunia  servet, 
Plurimaque  in  Marie©  faciatque  et  pendat  bonorem." 

Lib.  III.,  ed.  1559,  p.  110. 

"Moreover,"  writes  Kircliineyer,  "tliey  keep  a  fast  to  Mary 
on  a  solemn  day,  which  a  wheel  turned  round  and  a  thrown  lot 
indicates.  For  every  sexton  hangs  up  his  wheel  in  church, 
marked  on  its  circumference  with  five  or  six  days,  and  with 
feasts  throughout  the  whole  year  sacred  to  j\hny.  From 
each  [day]  tliere  hangs  a  long  string  to  catch.  If,  therefore, 
a  devotee  of  Mary  comes  and  desires  one  day  [of  the  six] 
to  be  given  him  by  lot,  he  [the  sexton]  makes  the  wheel 
revolve,  and  bids  the  person  catch  the  string  as  it  goes 
round.  Thence  he  knows  the  day  on  which  to  keep  his 
stated  fast,  as  well  as  do  and  accomplish  many  things  in 
honour  of  Mary." 

Barnabe  Googe's  metrical  translation  is  the  following, 
which  precedes  the  strictures  upon  the  Worship  of  Saintes  : — 

"Bf^si'ljcs  tljcu  Ucfpc  our  ILatJu'e  fa^t  nt  suntin'c  colemne  tjmes, 
3nshuctcti     a  turning  inljcd,  or  as  tlje  lot  assi'gncs. 
Jor  Ebcrg  Sfxtcn  Ijalf)  a  Infjeck,  tljat  Ijangctlj  for  i\}Z  bitioz, 
fHarltte  rountj  about  feitlj  cEttame  liages,  unto  tlje  IJircjm  lietoe* 
ra})i'dj  \)oh  tljrougb  vz  ^^zxt  are  kept,  from  inljcnce  Ijangs  lioinn  a 
tijrctj, 

©f  lengtlj  sufficient  to  be  toucf)t,  antj  to  be  ijantileti. 
Noto  fa^b^n  tljnt  ang  Serbant  of  our  3La"tiuc0  conunetlj  \)zxz, 
^utj  sdtcs  to  Ijabc  mm  ccrtam  lino  bg  lotte  for  to  appeere, 
E\)z  Seiten  turnes  tf)e  inljeel  about,  anti  bilis  tlje  gtanticr  bg, 
f)altJ  tlje  tbret)  toljerebg  l)e  tiotl}  tlje  time  anti  season  trg  : 
Mljetein  Ije  ougbt  to  keep  l)is  fast,  ant)  eberg  otljer  tljing, 
STljat  tecent  is,  or  longins  to  our  Hatiics  tootsljipping." 

Book  iii.  p.  36J. 
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In  order  that  the  wheel  may  freely  revolve,  it  must,  of 
course,  be  either  hung  on  a  hook  or  held  up  by  the  hand  at 
arm's  length,  the  mode  adopted  when  I  caused  the  Long 
Stratton  wheel  to  be  held  out  for  me  by  a  lad  of  about 
fifteen  years  of  age,  who  kept  it  up  quite  long  enough  for 
my  purpose.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  weight  was  too 
much  to  be  so  held  even  by  a  man;  and  that  a  curious  object 
found  also  in  the  vestry  of  Long  Stratton  Church  (and 
represented  Plate  ii.  fig.  3),  was  a  crane  or  hook,  to  hold  u|i 
the  wheel  when  in  use.  This  I  do  not  suppose  to  be  its 
intended  use,  from  the  smallness  and  slightness  of  its  mako, 
for  it  weighs  only  three-and-a-half  pounds.  A  careful 
examination  of  this  half- arch  in  iron  work  has  led  rac  to 
believe  that  it  was  designed  to  hold  up  vessels  or  small 
lamps  ;  as  many  as  nine  in  number. 
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I  HAVE  no  intention  of  giving  anything  like  an  ex- 
haustive account  of  Carrow  Priory,  or,  as  it  is  better  known, 
Carrow  Abbey,  altbougli  no  abbess  ever  presided  over  this 
establishment.  A  prioress  was  somewhat  inferior  in  dignity 
to  an  abbess,  but  the  distinction  between  them  was  small. 
Anyone  desirous  of  going  fully  into  the  history  of  the  priory, 
its  foundation,  the  names  of  its  successive  prioresses  and 
anchoresses,  its  endowments  and  grants,  its  revenues  and 
gifts,  the  benefices  in  its  patronage,  the  burials  in  its 
precincts,  its  grants  for  burning  lights  before  the  images' 
of  S.  James  and  S.  Christopher,  will  find  all  fully  set  out 
in  Dugdale,  Blomefield,  and  other  historians.  To  rake  up 
and  reproduce  what  I  can  from  books  is  not  my  object. 
I  simply  propose  to  describe  the  arrangement  of  the 
buildings,  so  far  as  they  have  now  been  laid  open,  with 
their  use,  age,  and  date.  I  say,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
laid  open,  because,  althougli  Mr.  Colman  lias  been  most 
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liberal  in  sparing  no  expense  in  the  work  of  discovery,  yc4 
for  several  reasons  it  lias  been  impossible  for  liim  to  hx 
bare  the  entire  ruins.  Some  of  the  buildings  stood  in  the 
gardens  of  an  adjacent  residence,  whilst  others,  espcciallr 
the  hospital,  were  situated  in  a  part  of  the  grounds  whkh 
it  would  have  been  inconvenient  to  dig  over.  All  arolia*- 
ologists,  however,  must  feel  grateful  to  Mr.  Colman  for 
what  he  has  done  ;  and  the  painstaking  manner  in  \\\mh 
Mr.  King,  an  assistant  at  the  Carrow  Works,  superintendMl 
the  laying  open  of  the  ruins  should  not  be  unacknowle(l^'t-<]. 

Although  I  shall  not  enter  into  any  detailed  history  of 
the  priory,  yet  I  must  briefl}^  state  its  rise  and  fall.  Tin  re 
was  a  hospital  here  in  the  time  of  King  Stephen,  nml 
perhaps  earlier,  dedicated  to  S.  Mary  and  S.  John.  "We 
know  that  Stephen  gave  lands  and  meadows  to  Seyna  and 
Leftelina,  two  of  the  sisters,  in  114G  ;  and  it  is  stated  tlial 
they  founded  a  new  ^  priory,  from  which  we  may  presumm 
that  there  was  some  institution  of  the  kind  here  before. 

At  this  time  there  were  nine  Benedictine  black  nuiiff, 
who  were  endowed  according  to  Dugdalc  with  £64.  16s.  Oi/. 
per  annum,  but  according  to  Speed  with  £84.  12s.  !</. 
This  was  exclusive  of  their  lands,  which  doubtless  woro 
valuable,  nuiking  up  a  fairly  good  income,  considering  tlie 
then  value  of  money.  There  was  in  1199  a  grant  to  the 
nuns  of  a  fair  for  four  days,  which  doubtless  added  con- 
siderably to  their  income. 

After  a  long  series  of  ups  and  downs,  which  I  need  not 
■stop  to  mention,  the  last  prioress  but  one  was  Isabella 
Wygun.  During  her  time  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Tillett,  M.P.,  was  undoubtedly  erected.  There  arc 
rebuses  of  a  Y  and  a  gun  carved  on  a  beam  and  some  of 
the  oak  panelling  still  extant,  clearly  indicating  its  diito. 
The  last  prioress  was  Cecil}''  Stafford.  She  was  pensioned  at 
the  Dissolution,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  on  £0  per 

1  Blomefic-ld,  vol.  iv.  p.  525. 
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annum.  There  were  twelve  nuns  at  the  Dissolution,  and 
it  is  said  that  they  kept  for  many  years  before  a  school 
for  the  higher  class  of  young  ladies.  Old  Fuller,  spealving 
of  such  establishments  in  nunneries  says,  they  were  good 
Shee  Schools  wherein  the  Girles  and  Maids  of  the  Neigh- 
bourhood were  taught  to  read  and  work  ;  and  sometimes 
a  little  Latine  was  taught  them  therein.  Yea,  give  me 
Leave  to  say,  if  such  Feminine  Foundations  had  still 
continued,  provided  no  Yow  were  obtruded  upon  them, 
haply  the  weaker  Sex  might  be  heightened  to  a  higher 
Perfection  than  hitherto  hath  been  attained." 

With  these  brief  remarks  on  the  history  of  the  priory 
I  pass  on,  simply  reminding  my  readers  that  it  may  be 
taken  generally  that  it  existed  from  the  middle  of  the 
twelfth  to  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  centuries,  or  about 
four  hundred  years. 

The  ruins  that  have  now  been  exposed  have  been  lying 
neglected  and  unknown  for  nearly  three  centuries  and  a 
half.  Blomefield  had  no  knowledge  of  their  exact  position, 
and  says,  "it  is  now  so  totally  demolished,  that  there 
are  no  apparent  ruins."  Until  the  excavations  were  under- 
taken last  year,  no  one  "was  acquainted  with  their  form  and 
extent.  Now  that  the  walls  are  exposed,  being  composed 
as  they  are  of  rubble,  flint,  and  half-rotten  mortar,  I  fear 
they  will  soon  perish  by  the  action  of  the  weather.  It 
therefore  behoves  us  to  take  particular  note  of  them,  so  that 
if  we  cannot  hand  down  to  our  successors  the  ruins  as  we 
found  them,  we  may  transmit  on  paper  their  form  and 
description  as  accurately  as  possible. 

My  old  friend  and  assistant,  ^Ir.  W.  G.  Wallis,  has,  by 
the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Colman,  taken  a  most  accurate 
plan  of  all  that  has  been  exposed.  On  this  skeleton  I  have 
tried  to  build  up,  in  the  best  way  I  can,  some  of  the  parts 
wanting.  Here  I  may  mention  a  fact  which  I  think 
frequently  escapes  general  notice.    It  is  that  our  ancestors 
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were  just  as  prone  to  pull  down,  alter,  add  to,  destroy, 
or  rearrange  tlieir  buildings  and  churches  as  we  arc  at  tlio 
present  day,  and  that  the  sin  of  vandalism  belongs  to  no 
particular  generation,  but  to  all. 

The  ruins  at  Carrow  are  clearly  of  many  different  dn\c^, 
from  the  twelfth  to  the  sixteenth  centur}^  This  makes  it 
much  more  difficult  to  mark  out  clearly  the  original  plan 
of  the  priory — a  plan  constantly  being  altered  from  cent  un- 
to century.  The  Benedictines,  the  Franciscans,  the  Pru!* 
monstratensians,  the  Cistercians,  the  Carthusians,  and  otlic-r 
orders,  had  to  a  certain  limited  extent  their  own  particular 
plan  of  arrangements,  varying  slightly  to  suit  the  different 
sites,  and  their  OAvn  personal  whims  and  fancies,  but  gene- 
rally it  was  only  slightly'-  they  varied.  This  priory  bolon^^'4 
to  the  Benedictine  order,  and  to  their  conventual  arran^'c- 
ments  elsewhere  we  must  principally  look  for  a  key  to 
these. 

You  will  notice  that  the  chief  feature  is  the  crucifom 
Church,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  and 
S.  John  the  Evangelist.  It  consisted  of  a  Nave,  101  feet 
long  b}^  24  ft.  3  in.  wide;  North  and  South  Aisles  of  similar 
length,  11  ft.  wide;  a  central  Tower,  32  ft.  square  on  tlie 
outside;  Choir  and  Chancel,  G2  ft.  G  in.  by  23  ft.  wide;  a 
South  Chapel  dedicated  to  S.  John  the  Baptist,  and  a  North 
Chapel  dedicated  to  S.  Cathtirine.  There  are  also  North 
and  South  Transepts  extending  42  ft.  beyond  the  tower 
and  23  ft.  wide.  But  figures  convey  little.  I  can  give 
those  who  know  Norwich  a  better  idea  by  saying  that  il.s 
superficial  contents  were  about  one-fifth  larger  than  that  of 
S.  Peter's  Mancroft.  On  the  east  side  of  the  south  transejtt 
is  the  Sacristy,  standing  in  tlie  same  place  it  does  in  most 
other  Benedictine  buildings.  The  north-east  and  soulli 
walls  of  this,  and  the  whole  of  the  south  wall  of  S.  John  the 
Baptist's  chapel,  have  clear  indications  of  having  originally 
been  outside  walls.    The  plinths  run  round,  and  they  arc 
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what  is  called  faced.  The  cross  east  wall  that  now  connects 
Iho  sacristy  and  chapel  together  is  evidently  of  fifteenth 
or  sixteenth  century  date,  and  is  not  bonded  in  with  the 
original  work.  It  was  perhaps  built  to  form  a  Treasury,  or 
closet. 

The  church  would  appear  to  have  been  begun,  as  was 
frequently  the  case,  at  the  east  end.  The  chancel  and  choir, 
tower,  and  north  and  south  chapels  and  transepts,  were  evi- 
dently built  in  the  latter  part  of  the  twelfth  centur}^,  or  about 
the  time  of  Seyna  and  Leftelina,  whilst  the  nave  and  its  aisles 
are  of  pure  Early  English  date,  or  the  middle  and  latter  part 
of  the  thirteenth  century.  The  eastern  part  of  the  chancel 
was  raised  two  steps,  as  can  still  be  plainly  seen,  and  the 
east  wall  was  doubtless  filled  with  three  single-light  semi- 
circular-headed windows  in  deep  reveals.  The  western  part 
of  the  cliancel,  the  walls  of  which  were  highly  enriched 
with  stone  arcading,  several  bases  of  which  are  still  to  be 
seen,  contained  the  choir,  and  it  is  likely  that  it  extended 
under  the  tower.  No  remnants  of  woodwork,  however, 
of  any  kind  have  been  found,  therefore  the  position  of  the 
stalls,  pulpitiim,  roodscreen,  &c.,  can  only  be  guessed  at.- 
The  walls  of  the  transepts  were  also  arcaded  in  stone,  and 
there  would  appear  to  have  been  a  rubble  stone  wall- scat 
all  round  them,  a  common  feature  at  that  time. 

The  base  of  one  pier  of  the  nave,  the  south-east  one,  is 
left  very  perfect.  No  foundations  of  the  rest  remain.  They 
seldom,  especially  in  the  Eastern  Counties,  went  far  into 
the  ground,  and  not  unfrequently  were  actually  laid  on  the 
crust  of  the  earth.  I  have  shewn  on  the  plan  a  restored 
arcading  consisting  of  seven  bays,  which,  after  consideration 
and  comparison  with  other  churches  of  the  same  date,  I 
think  was  the  original  number. 

Near  the  west  end  of  the  nave  is  a  portion  of  a  cross 

2  A  few  coloured  glazed  floor  tiles  arc  still  in  sifx. 
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wall,  wliicli  is  evidently  of  recent  date— by  recent  I  of  coiirso 
mean  fifteenth  or  sixteenth  century  work.  The  south  wall 
of  the  south  aisle  and  its  arcading  clearly  ran  through, 
and  this  cross  wall  is  in  no  way  bonded  in  with  the  oM 
work ;  besides,  the  stone  and  mortar  it  is  built  of  is  of  nn 
entirely  different  nature  and  quality  from  the  original  wall«. 
Opposite  this,  on  the  north  side,  is  a  lump  of  the  original 
wall,  which  must  have  been  pitched  down  in  this  place 
when  the  priory  was  destroyed.  It  is  clearly  not  in  siht, 
runs  parallel  with  nothing,  and  is  not  on  its  bed,  but  Viva 
sideways  at  an  angle  of  some  thirty  degrees.  The  walla  of 
the  north  and  south  aisles  were  arcaded  in  stone. 
returned  round  the  west  end ;  ^  and  when  we  think  of  the 
whole  church  being  thus  ornamented,  some  conception  of 
its  beauty  and  richness  can  be  realised.  A  few  of  tho  old 
caps  and  bases  and  shafts  have  been  dug  up  during  tlio 
excavations,  and  the  contour  of  their  design  is  very  good. 
(See  plates  of  details.) 

Part  of  the  west  wall  has  been  rebuilt.  Doubtless  orig. 
inally  there  was  a  large  west  doorway,  as  I  have  shewn 
on  the  plan.  On  the  south  side  there  were  two  doorways 
opening  into  the  cloisters,  the  jambs  of  which  still  remain. 
This  is  the  usual,  I  may  say  almost  invariable  arrangement, 
and  they  were  used  mostly  for  processional  purposes. 

How  the  roofs  of  the  church  were  constructed  no  traces 
are  left;  but  they  had  not,  I  think,  stone  groining,  liy 
reasons  for  concluding  so  are,  that  I  cannot  find  any  signs 
of  abutments  strong  enough  to  resist  such  a  thrust,  and 
the  walls  themselves  are  comparatively  thin.  In  all  proba- 
bility the  roofs  were  of  oak  and  covered  with  lead.  It 
will  be  observed  upon  looking  at  the  cardinal  points  of 
the  plan  that  the  church  is  far  from  lying  due  east  and 
west,  and  the  orientation  of  several  churches  in  East  Anglia 

3  The  marks  of  the  shafts  and  some  of  the  bases  still  remain. 
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frequently  varies  in  a  similar  manner.  The  nave,  it  will 
also  be  noticed,  does  not  run  in  an  exact  line  witli  the 
chancel,  but  bears  away  to  tlie  north  about  1  ft.  G  in.  in 
its  whole  length.  The  conventual  buildings  are  square 
with  the  chancel. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  mathematical  propor- 
tions of  old  churches,  and  a  good  deal  which  is  purely 
chimerical  to  my  notion  has  been  advanced.  However,  in 
this  case,  if  the  entire  church  is  divided  into  ten  parts, 
six-tenths  of  it  is  the  exact  distance  from  the  centre  of  the 
tower  to  the  inside  of  the  west  wall  of  the  nave,  and  four- 
tenths  the  length  from  the  same  point  to  the  inside  east 
wall  of  the  chancel,  whilst  three- tenths  gives  the  length 
of  the  south  transept,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  the 
north  transept  was  the  same.  I  merely  state  this  for  what 
it  is  worth.  Having  no  elevations  to  go  by,  it  is  im- 
possible to  work  out  the  theory  to  its  full  extent.  The 
proportions  given  I  believe  bear  out  to  an  inch. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  was  the  Chapel  of 
S.  Catharine,  the  north  wall  of  whicli  appears  to  have  been 
pulled  down,  and  for  some  reason  the  building  extended 
further,  probably  for  seculaj-  i)iirposcs.  Under  some  of  these 
walls  were  found  tliree  circular  dry  wells,  from  10  ft.  to 
12  ft.  deep,  and  further  westward  an  oval  one,  all  lined  with 
rubble,  flint,  and  bricks.  They  could  not  have  been  water 
wells,  for  the  live  well  was  discovered  close  by  (see  plan), 
and  is  34  ft.  deep.  This  is  now  nearly  dry,  shewing  that 
the  level  of  the  s^^rings  has  lowered  during  the  last  four 
hundred  years.  For  what  purposes  these  buildings  were 
used  it  is  difficult  to  say.  Possibly  they  were  occupied  by 
priests  who  conducted  the  services  of  the  church.  Possibly 
they  formed  part  of  the  Anchorhold,  for  many  anchorholds 
were  attached  to  the  actual  walls  of  churches,  and  some  had 
one  window  looking  into  the  church  itself.  However,  I 
am  told  the  tradition  is,  and  I  believe  it  only  rests  on 
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tradition,  that  the  anchorhold  at  Carrow  was  situated  on 
the  sloping  ground  to  the  south-west,  near  the  main  road. 
According  to  Blomefield  Lady  Julia  Lampert  was  anchorijii 
in  1528.  There  were  several  anchorholds  for  rechi-xn 
in  Norwich.  One  in  the  churchyard  of  S.  Julian's,  anotlicr 
at  S.  Etheldred's,  a  third  at  S.  Peter's  Southgate,  and  otliom 
at  S.  John's  Timberhill,  All  Saints',  and  S.  John's  de 
Sepulchre.  Some  of  the  recluses  were  nuns,  but  most  of 
them  belonged  to  the  priesthood.  They  withdrew  tlicin* 
selves  from  the  world  for  life,  and  most  interesting  accounts 
of  their  habits  and  living  will  be  found  in  the  Art  Jonrual 
of  1861,  and  in  The  Churchman^ 8  Magazine  of  1863. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  chancel  is  the  Chapel  of  S.  Jolm, 
the  foundations  of  which  are  nearly  perfect ;  and  this,  like 
the  rest  of  the  church,  had  arcading  round  the  wall-*, 
remnants  of  which  still  remain.  Dugdale  and  Blomefield, 
both  of  whom  most  carefully  chronicle  every  chapel  tliut 
was  ever  known  to  exist  in  all  churches  they  write  upon, 
mention  these  two  chapels  only  as  connected  with  Currow 
Priory  church.  This  is  good  evidence  that  no  others  were 
attached  to  the  building.  A  Lady  Chapel  there  certainly 
was  not,  and  the  church  being  dedicated  to  the  BIcssimI 
Virgin  might  easily  account  for  tliis.  Near  the  end  of  tho 
south  transept  a  wall  was  erected  somewhere  about  the 
fifteenth  centurj^  It  may  have  been  intended  to  form  one 
wall  of  a  later  straight  staircase  to  the  library  and  dormi- 
tories above,  but  more  probably  formed  an  almonry,  or 
closet.  The  original  staircase  was  circular,  and  the  first 
two  steps  of  it  still  remain  in  situ  on  the  south-east  sido 
of  the  slype. 

We  now  come  to  the  domestic  and  semi-domestic  apart- 
ments ;  and  first,  as  is  usual,  is  the  slype  or  passage,  out 
of  which  the  circular  staircase  just  described  leads.  Tlic 
Slype  formed  a  communication  between  the  cloisters  and 
outer   grounds,    and   was   almost   always   placed  by  the 
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nonedictines  between  the  south  transept  and  the  chapter- 
house.'* 

Southwards  of  this  was  the  Chapter-house,  running,  as 
18  invariably  the  case,  east  and  west.  It  had  undoubtedly 
a  Btone-groined  ceiling,  the  central  portion  of  it  springing 
from  two  circular  stone  columns.  The  size  of  this  room 
can  be  easily  arrived  at  by  working  out  the  compartments 
of  the  groining,  and  it  was  evidently  a  chamber  38  ft.  4  in. 
by  23  ft.  It  was  reached  by  a  west  door  from  the  cloister. 
There  was  a  window  to  the  east,  and  a  stone  seat  round  the 
walls.  Further  south  was  the  Day-room  or  Common-house. 
This  also  had  a  stone- groined  ceiling,  and  had  a  row  of 
circular  columns  down  the  middle,  from  which  the  groining 
sprang.  There  were  seven  of  these,  and  a  portion  of  one 
with  its  base  still  remains.  They  can  be  easily  traced  by 
the  corresponding  corbels  in  the  walls,  from  which  the 
other  sides  of  the  groining  sprung.  Over  the  chapter-house 
there  was  doubtless  a  room  which  may  have  been  used  either 
for  the  Scriptorium  Library  or  Muniment-room,  or  it  may 
have  been  in  continuity  with  a  long  Dormitory,  which  in 
all  likelihood  extended  completely  over  the  Day-room  or 
Common-house,  but  as  no  remains  of  any  sort  exist,  this 
is  necessarily  conjectural.  Any  of  them  would  be  an 
arrangement  more  or  less  in  accordance  with  other  monastic 
establishments.  The  Scriptorium  was  however  not  un- 
frequently  on  the  ground  floor,  with  the  library  over  it. 
These  rooms,  whatever  they  were  used  for,  had  unquestion- 
ably open  oak  roofs. 

To  the  east  of  these  buildings  stood  the  Hospital  or 
Infirmary,  the  site  of  which  has  not  been  excavated. 
It  probably  consisted  of  a  day-room  or  hall,  a  dormitory 
with  kitchen  and  offices,  and  was  reached  by  a  covered 
passage,  the  foundations  of  the  walls  of  which  still  remain. 

*  A  friend  reminds  me  that  it  was  not  so  at  the  Benedictine  abbey  at 
Westminster. 
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Projecting  from  tlie  sides  of  this  passage  were  the  Gongs  or 
Latrines  [domus  necessaria),  and  the  ground  outside  was  usctl 
as  a  cemetery,  in  which  there  still  exist  three  or  four  graven. 
One  was  opened  in  my  presence,  and  at  a  depth  of  about 
2  ft.  6  in.  human  bones  were  found,  which,  from  tlieir 
smallness,  were,  I  fancy,  those  of  a  female,  buried  to  all 
appearance  without  stone  or  wood  coffin.  The  other  graves 
have  not,  I  believe,  been  disturbed.  On  one  is  a  stone  slab 
with  a  cross,  all  fairly  perfect,  and  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  thirteenth  century  in  character.^ 

On  the  south  side  of  the  church,  and  west  of  the  common- 
house  were  the  Cloisters,  now  part  of  Mr.  Tillett's  garden. 
In  the  wall  at  the  north-east  corner  still  remains  a  holy 
water  stoup,  and  there  ^vere  doubtless  lavatories  round,  as 
was  usually  the  case.  On  the  south  side  of  the  cloisters 
were  the  refectory,  kitchen,  and  offices,  with  chambers 
over,  and  on  their  west  side  the  donms  conversorum,  for 
converts,  workpeople,  and  servants,  and  probably  a  hall  for 
guests.  These  were  pulled  down,  and  in  the  early  part 
of  the  sixteenth  century  Isabella  Wj^gun  erected  the  housu 
we  now  see  standing.  It  consists  of  a  handsome  parlour 
panelled  in  oak,  with  a  fine  boldly-moulded  oak  beam  ceiling. 
Above  are  bed- rooms,  reached  by  a  projecting  octagon  oak 
turret  staircase,  all  still  in  good  preservation.  Few,  if  anj', 
relics  have  been  found,  except  some  small  pieces  of  broken 
jars,  and  a  few  late  and  not  uncommon  coins. 

I  repeat,  in  conclusion,  that  I  have  not  attempted  to  set 
forth  a  dry  list  of  facts  about  names,  charters,  gifts  of  land, 
legacies,  popes'  licenses,  and  the  like.  All  I  have  essayed 
to  give  is  a  general  description  of  the  buildings  at  Carrow 
Priory,  and  to  bring  before  the  imagination  their  splendour 
and  extent.    Let  us  try  to  realise  this  magnificent  church, 

5  The  usual  place  for  the  Benedictines  to  bury  in  was  the  central  part  of 
the  Cloisters, 
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witli  its  spacious  cluster  of  adjacent  apartments,  their  rich, 
arcades  and  delicately-proportioned  mouldings,  noble  piers 
and  arches,  lofty  and  massive  tower,  windows  entirely 
tilled  with  richly-painted  glass,  oak  stalls,  rood  loft,  and 
gcreens  most  beautifully  carved,  highly  glazed  and  orna- 
mental floor  tiles,  together  with  altar  hangings  and  other 
needlework  of  exquisite  design  and  workmanship,  and  we 
shall  then  be  able  to  form  some  idea  of  the  elegance  and 
sumptuousness  of  the  Conventual  Institutions  of  the  middle 
ages. 


n 


miill  of  Sir  iogcr  Ic  Strange,  f\nt„ 

[A.D.  1505.— 210  HENRY  VII.] 
FEOM  THE  AECHIYES  AT   HUNSTANTON  HALL. 

COMMUNICATED  BY 

HAMON    LE    STRANGE,  ESQ. 


The  Pedigree  of  Le  Strange  in  the  Norfolk  Visitation  is 
very  defective  in  tlie  earlier  portion,  and  requires  to  bo 
subjected  to  a  thorougli  revision.  To  do  this  at  all  satis- 
factorily would  be  a  work  of  great  labour  and  some  expense. 
It  is  hardly  likely  that  such  a  task  will  be  undertaken  for 
some  time  to  come ;  meanwhile  something  may  be  done  for 
the  genealogist  of  the  future  by  laying  under  contribution 
the  extraordinary  collection  of  family  papers  now  dej^osited 
at  Hunstanton  Hall,  admirably  calendered  by  the  late  Mr. 
Harrod,  and  most  carefully  preserved  by  their  present 
owner.  By  printing  some  of  the  more  important  and 
interesting  of  these  precious  documents  in  the  Papers  of 
the  Norfolk  Archa)ological  Society,  much  light  will  be 
thrown  upon  many  obscure  matters  in  the  family  history 
of  East  Anglia,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  following  will 
prove  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  original  authorities  for 
our  County  History. 

The  testator  was  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Henry  le  Strange, 
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Knt.,  of  Hunstanton,  by  Katherine,  daughter  of  Eobert 
Druiy,  of  Hawstead,  co.  Suffolk,  Esq.  He  succeeded  liis 
father  at  Hunstanton  in  1485  :  he  married  Amy,^  daughter 
of  Sir  Henry  Hey  don,  of  Baconsthorp,  Knt.,  and  by  her 
had  an  only  son  John,  mentioned  in  the  following  Will 
(which  corrects  the  mistake  made  by  Blomefield,  and 
copied  by  others,  that  he  died  s.  p.)  He  is  said  to  have 
been  Esquire  of  the  Body  to  Henry  YIL,  and  High  Sheriff 
of  Norfolk  in  1495.  His  brother  Kobert  eventually  succeeded 
to  the  estate. 

It  will  be  obvious  to  all  who  peruse  this  Will  that  it 
suggests  far  too  many  questions  to  bo  discussed  to  any 
purpose  within  the  limits  allowed  in  our  Original  Papers. 
It  has  therefore  been  thought  best  to  print  it  for  students 
and  antiquaries  without  note  or  comment. — A.  J. 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen.  I  Eoger  le  Straunge  knyghte 
beyng  of  hole  mynde  and  goode  memorye  the  vij  daye 
of  Octobre  in  the  yereg  of  the  reyn  of  Kyng  Herry  the  vij*^ 
xxj**  yere  and  in  the  yere  of  our  lorde  M  v*^  and  ffyve  make 
and  ordeyn  this  myn  testament  and  last  Wyll  in  fforme 
ffoloweyng  ffyrst  I  bequeth  my  Sowle  to  all  myghty  god 
our  lady  Seynt  Islxxvy  and  all  the  holy  company  of  heuyn 
my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the  Chaunsell  of  Hunstanton  to 
which  hey  aultor  for  my  tythes  at  any  tymes  forgoton  I 
bequeth  xx^  Item  I  Wyll  that  all  my  dettys  be  payd. 
Also  I  bequeth  to  the  same  Chirch  x//.  for  a  vestment  of 
Crymsyn  Velvet  to  be  paid  Withyn  too  yeres  after  myn 
decesse.  Also  I  bequeth  to  the  said  Chyrch  of  Hunstanton 
the  owte  syde  of  myne  gowne  of  crymsyn  veluet  for  a 
Cope.  And  I  Wyll  that  my  executours  bye  and  offeren  [for] 
the  same  to  the  value  of  x  m^rc'  or  x//.  withyn  a  yere  after. 
And  that  my  armys  and  my  Wyffes  be  imbroderyd  in  the 
same.  Also  I  bequeth  to  the  repacon  of  the  Chapel  of 
1  See  infra  at  p.  233. 
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Seynt  Edmond  in  Hunstanton  x  m^rs  to  be  payd  TVitbyn  loo 
yeres  af?  my  decesse  so  that  my  armys  and  my  \tyik% 
may  be  sette  in  tbe  Wyndows  of  the  said  Cbapell.  Alwj 
I  wyll  that  xxsh.  of  tbe  reuenuys  and  pfyttQ  of  my 
purcbasyd  londys  in  Hobne  be  yerely  payd  to  tbe  pysslio 
clerk  of  Hunstanton  for  tbe  tyme  bcyng  duryng  tbe  Vmc  of 
iiij^  yeres  and  xix.  lie  beyng  a  good  and  dyscrete  psoii  nnd 
able  in  Counyng  [?]  to  see  tbe  ?uice  of  god  tber  mayntenyd. 
Also  I  Wyll  tbat  tber  be  dysposyd  by  myn  executours  fur 
tbe  Welb  of  myn  sowle  after  tber  dyscrescion  upon  my 
beryell  daye  in  dedys  most  necessary  for  my  sowle.  Ami 
also  to  be  dysposyd  Witbyn  Sevyn  dayes  next  after  myn 
deceasse  in  tbe  Townes  of  tbe  Hundred  of  Smetbedoii  m 
hereafter  dothe  appere  fFyrst  Anionge  my  pore  ten<'*nt9  of 
Hunstanton  v  m^rc  in  Holme  xh.  in  Hecbm  xxs.  in  Snytys- 
ham  xxvjs.  viijc/.  in  Dokk^aig  xiijs.  iiijc/.  in  the  Townc  of 
Anmer  in  tbe  hundred  of  firebrydge  xxs.  in  greate  Hyng- 
stede  xiiis.  iiijr/.  in  lytcll  Ii3aigstede  vj.s,  viij^/.  in  greate 
Byrcham  xiijs.  iiijd.  Also  I  Wyll  tbat  myn  executours  do 
cause  a  tombe  to  be  made  ouer  me.  Whereupon  I  Wyll 
they  shall  bestowe  xxvj//.  xiij.s\  iliyl.  to  be  made  Witbyn  u 
twelmonyth  or  ij  yeres  next  after  my  deceasse.  Also  I 
bequeth  to  tlie  ch^'rche  of  Holme  a  Coj^e  pee  Cs.  to  bo 
imbroderyd  AVith  my  armys  and  my  Wyffys.  Also  I 
bequeth  to  the  Chyrche  of  greate  Ryngstede  a  Cope  pec 
liijs.  iiij^^.  Also  I  bequeth  to  the  Chyrche  of  Anmer  a  copo 
pee  liij^.  iiijc/.  Also  I  bequeth  to  the  Chyrche  of  greate 
Brytchm  a  cope  of  Whyte  pee  liij-s.  iiijc/.  Also  I  wyll  tliiit 
the?  be  disposid  amonge  the  pore  pepyl  Witbyn  the  Towno 
of  Sedge''forth  wdthyn  yij  dayes  next  after  my  deceasse  xxs. 
Also  I  bequeth  to  the  Chyrch  of  Pakyngbam  in  tbe  Count io 
of  SufF.  a  Cope  pee  liijs.  iujd.  Also  I  bequeth  to  the  towno 
of  fFelshm  a  cope  of  white  damaske  or  Saten  inbroderid 
my  armys  and  my  WylFys  pee  x  m'-'rs.  Also  I  Wyll  tliat 
tber  be  disposid  wHn  tbe  said  tow^ne  of  ft'elshm  in  Siiff. 
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withyn  vij  dayes  after  my  cleceasse  amonge  poore  people 
xxs.  Also  I  bequeth  to  the  repacon  of  the  Chirche  HofFe 
of  Thorpp  in  SufF.  and  for  Wyndowes  to  be  made  withyn 
the  same  Chyrche  of  Thorpp  x/^'.  to  be  paid  in  iiij  yeres  and 
I  wyll  haue  my  armes  and  my  WyfFys  in  the  wyndowes. 
Also  I  bequeth  to  the  same  Chyrch  of  Thorpp  a  cope  of 
blak  veluet  to  be  made  of  my  blak  gowne  of  veluet  and 
more  to  be  boughte  if  it  so  nede  for  the  same  to  be  im- 
broderid  w^  my  armes  and  my  Wyffys  and  myn  executours 
to  bye  and  offeren  for  the  same  pee  of  x  m^rs.  Also  I  Wyll 
that  there  be  dysposed  among  the  pore  pepyll  ther  withyn 
vj  dayes  nex  aft^  my  deceasse  xb.  AYherofF  I  Wyll  that 
Richard  Hoby  haue  xiijs.  iiijd  Also  I  wytt  that  Wiitm 
Sutton  Gentilman  haue  payd  to  hym  by  myn  executours 
xU.  att  such  tymes  as  myn  executours  shall  thynk  con- 
uenyent  of  good  and  lawfull  money,  so  that  he  bege  not  ne 
troblyth  myn  he3'res  ne  executours.  And  if  he  doo  to  be 
excludyd  of  the  said  payment  of  x/i.  And  so  that  he  will 
be  redye  to  doo  that  yt  shalbe  thowte  by  myn  executours 
and  heyres  for  the  assuertye  of  suclie  londys  as  I  bowte 
of  hym.  Also  I  bequeth  to  the  repacon  of  the  Chyrche  of 
Tychewell  vjs.  \uyl.  Itm  to  the  repacon  of  the  Chyrche  of 
flryngo  vjs.  \nyi  Also  I  wyll  that  one  Pye  and  hys  Wyfle 
late  of  Dokkyng  have  xh.  in  redy  money  w^in  one  yeve 
after  my  dethe  soo  that  I  haue  myn  evydence  and  estate. 
Also  I  wyll  that  a  woman  of  Brankaster  that  John  Ilawe 
knowith  well  or  her  executours  haue  liijs.  iiijV/.  in  redy 
money  to  be  disposid  for  her  sowle  if  she  be  dede  w4n  a 
yere  after  my  deceasse.  Also  that  the  WylF  sumtjane  of 
John  Kempe  in  Hunstanton  haue  xls.  in  redy  mony  w'  that 
mony  Whiche  she  owith  me.  Also  I  wyll  that  euy  of  myn 
yomen  '3u''*nts  att  this  day  beyng  in  my  lyvery  haue  yche 
of  them  a  blak  gowne  w^  Thomas  Moore  [?]  and  Bryggs 
pee  of  euy  gowne  cloths  vs.  or  vjs.  w'in  my  therty  day. 
Item  Robt.  Bocher  a  blak  gowne  and  Itm  to  Thomas  I)oy 
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x.s.  Also  I  wyll  that  the  vycar  of  Ilimstanton  the  pson 
of  Thorp  in  Sutf.  and  Thomas  late  my  prest  and  S"^  Jainyii 
Howys  haue  iche  of  them  a  blak  gowne  pee  of  eily  gown 
cloth  xiiis.  iiijc/.  and  euy  of  myn  exccutours  for  ij  "Su^nt' 
have  iche  of  them  a  gowne  pee  of  euy  gowne  cloth  vs-.  or 
yjs.  as  is  before  rehersid  excepte  JafFrey  Bloye  to  haue  for 
one  su^nt.  Also  I  wyll  that  all  other  howshold  ^u^nts  w'in 
my  hows  have  iche  of  them  a  gowne  pee  of  euy  gowno 
clothe  iiijs.  Also  I  wyll  that  my  Wyves  Gentil women  and 
the  Norys  and  Margaret  Wynter  have  iche  of  them  a  gowne 
clothe  pee  of  euy  gowne  cloth  xiijs.  iiiyl.  Also  I  bequclli 
to  my  Wyfys  Gentilwomen  xLs'.  within  ij  yeres  afV  my 
deceasse  and  the  Norys  xxs.  in  money  to  be  paid  witliyn  a 
yere  next  af?  my  deceasse.  And  I  bequeth  to  ]\[aryarot 
Wynter  yU.  to  be  paid  withyn  vij  yeres  next  after  niv 
deceasse  if  she  will  be  rewlid  by  my  Wyffe.  Also  I  bequeth 
to  Wiitm  Baily  my  su^nt  xls,  in  money  by  yere  during  lii^ 
lylF  goyng  owte  of  my  pchasid  londes  in  Ityugstede  and 
Holme  and  my  tawney  medly  gowne  ffurred  w'^  whight. 
Also  I  bequeth  to  Henry  Asheton  my  ?u='nt  my  hlackc 
curten  nagge  and  xxs  in  money.  Itm  to  J ohn  Power  x^. 
and  a  blak  gowne  clothe.  Also  I  bequeth  to  AViltm 
Knytelee  and  Thomas  ffenne  iche  of  them  a  blak  gowne. 
Also  I  bequethe  to  Robt.  and  llichard  ther  Wagys  and 
euy  of  hys  too  su-'^nts  a  blak  gowne.  [There  seems  to  bo 
an  omission  of  a  clause  referring  to  his  brother  Robert.] 
And  to  my  neveue  Thomas  hys  son  a  blak  gowne.  And  to 
my  brother  John  le  Straunge  my  furre  of  foynnez  to  niy 
brother  John  Ileydon  the  choyse  of  my  swordys  to  my 
brother  Fasten  my  nexte  sworde  to  my  brother  AVilhn. 
Heydon  a  blacke  gowne  clothe  pee  xxs.  the  residue  of 
myn  arraye  I  wyll  my  son  J  ohn  le  Straunge  haue  it 
as  he  shall  nede.  Also  I  bequeth  to  my  WyfF  as  many 
lynkys  of  my  chene  of  goolde  as  wyll  amounte  to  tho 
some  of  xli\    Also  I  bequeth  her  in  redy  mone}^  xVi.  if 
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it  may  be  borne  xx/^  to  be  j^aid  witbyn  a  monytb 
next  after  my  cleceasse  soo  that  slie  snffrytli  myn  execu- 
tours  to  receyue  and  take  tlie  revenues  and  arreragis  as 
he  due  att  the  tyme  of  my  deceasse  of  sucb  londes  as  be 
assigned  to  her  in  J oyntour  and  the  other  xx//.  if  it  may 
be  borne  w^in  a  yere  next  af?  my  deceasse.  Also  I  bequeth 
my  WyfF  all  her  apparell  and  all  suche  plate  as  was  gevyn 
her  by  her  father.  Also  I  gyve  to  her  a  bason  w*^  an  Euyr 
of  Siluer  a  gylt  bowle  the  couer  ij  of  my  beste  saltes  w* 
the  couers  a  Goblett  pcell  gylt      the  couer  a  dosen  Sponys 

lyons  all  the  gylte  Spones.  And  the  residue  of  myn 
plate  not  bequethed  I  wyll  that  it  be  soldo  to  the  pfor- 
raaunce  of  thys  my  testament  if  my  testament  may  not  be 
convenyently  pformed  withoute  the  plate.  And  if  it  may 
be  then  I  wyll  it  remayne  to  John  my  son.  Also  I  wyll 
that  my  Wyff  haue  halff  the  StufFe  of  howsholde  and  I  wyll 
that  my  son  John  haue  the  other  halff  and  the  said  John 
my  son  to  be  in  the  kepyng  of  my  AYyfF  if  she  levith  soole 
or  be  maryed.  And  if  she  dye  then  to  be  in  the  kepyng  of 
myn  brother  John  le  Straunge.  And  if  he  dye  than  to  be 
in  the  kepyng  of  my  Brother  John  Ilcydon.  And  if  the 
same  John  ITeydon  dye  than  to  be  in  the  kepyng  of  my 
cosyn  Roger  Townnesliend  ontyll  my  said  son  bo  of  full 
age  so  that  he  may  be  att  large  to  chose  liys  owcn  in 
maryage.  And  if  my  sone  dye  er  he  coihe  of  full  age  than 
the  said  halff  stufFe  to  hym  assigned  to  be  soldo  and  to  be 
dysposid  for  the  Weth  of  my  sowle  and  my  wyves  and  all 
our  fFrendys  in  such  townes  as  I  have  londes  in.  Itm  I  wyll 
that  my  son  J ohn  haue  all  my  harnes  w*  all  thynges  therto 
belongyng.  And  if  the  said  John  dye  w4n  the  said  yeres 
than  I  wyll  that  m}^  neueue  Thomas  haue  all  my  said  harnes 

my  cote  of  blak  veluett.  Itm  I  wyll  that  my  howse  be 
founde  a  quarter  of  a  yere  nexte  after  my  deceasse  att  my 
costs.  Itm  to  Busshell  my  best  doblet  of  blak  saten  and  my 
dagar.    Item  to  Martyn  xls.    Item  to  John  Lyft  xs.  and  a 
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mylclie  cowe.  Itni  to  Thomas  niy  briier  a  quarter  of  nialto  niid 
a  mylclie  cowe.  I  tin  to  Jn  By  an  a  mylclie  cowe  to  iclic  of 
my  women  sii^iits  iij.9.  iiijr/.  Itm  to  Margaret  Baker  u 
blak  gowne  and  xx-s-.  and  on  to  lier  dougliter  Elizabeth  xx«. 
Also  to  Nj^colas  Tayloiir  my  gowne  furred  w*^  foxe  and  vjf. 

viijc/.    Itm  to  ij  prestys  yeres  if  it  may  be  boriio  to 

synge  in  Hunstanton  Cliurche  for  my  sowle  my  fader  and 
my  moder  sowles  and  Sir  Harry  Hej^don  sowle  and  all 
cristen  sowles  euy  yere  ix  m^rcs  to  seye  placebo  and  dyrygi' 
dayly  exccpte  double  feste.    Itm  to  the  austen  fl'ryers  at 
Lynn  v  m'^rc  and  to  euy  of  the  order  of  ffryers  w4n  the 
saide  towii  xx.s.    Itm  to  euy  of  the  ffryers  of  Thetford  xxs. 
to  the  fl'ryers  of  Burnhm  xx-s.    Itm  to  the  ffryers  of  Wal- 
synghm  xx.s.    Itm  to  the  Nonnys  at  Thetford  xxs.  to  tlic 
ffryers  att  BabwclP  xxs.    Itm  I  wylt  that  myn  hangyng  of 
Pulhm  work  for  the  gret  Chambyr  in  the  tower  the  parlour 
and  the  chambyr  our  that  shall  remayne  w4n  the  same 
maner  of  Hunstanton  as  long  as  they  may  endure.  li'm 
that  wher  I  haue  cleymed  a  title  and  iii?esse  of  and  in  om 
Roke  otherwyes  callyd  Wyk  of  London  to  be  belongyng  ini 
my  bondenian  to  my  manor  of  Ptustej'-nes  in  Snetystiin  I 
wyll  that  if  it  can  be  thowte  or  deVmyned  that  I  haiio 
wrongid  hym  in  any  behalff  that  than  imedyatly  after  sucho 
knowledge  hadde  that  he  be  restoryd  to  alle  thyngf  which 
I  have  taken  of  hym  and  of  all  other.    Itm  I  wyll  tliat 
all  the  Coten  and  frise  by  me  boughte  at  Bartylmewe  fayre 
and  Sterbrydge  fayre  shall  be  occupj^ed  abowte  pore  folkea 
and  other  att  my  beryall  da  ye  and  that  shalbe  pcell  of  tlio 
Ixli.  assigned  to  be  expended  att  my  said  beryeng  day. 
Itm  I  wyll  that  my  Sj^ster  Heydon  mes?es  Townnesheiid 
mv  Sys?  Anne  St  raunge  my  Syst  Margaret  Straunge  and 
my  Syster  Gurnay  iche  of  them  haue  a  blacke  gowne.   Itm  1 

2  Near  Bury  St.  Edmund's.    The  Franciscans  were  removed  there  from 
Bury  in  12G3. 
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wyll  haue  an  hobyte  [obif]  kepte  for  mc  and  my  fFrendys  yerly 
ill  Hunstanton  Chyrclie  att  siiclio  daye  as  it  sliall  liappyn 
me  to  depte  to  goddys  nicy  and  att  that  da3^e  I  wyll  that 
myn  executours  spende  in  almes  to  pore  folkes  among  my 
pore  su'^nts  in  Hunstanton  and  to  prestys  and  clerkj^s  Gs. 
yerly  att  that  daye  and  soo  to  endure  by  xx  yer  after  my 
deceasse.  Itm  I  bequeth  to  Amye  le  Straunge  my  WyfF 
X  quarters  whete  xx  quarters  llye  and  mestlyn  xl  quarters 
of  malt.  Also  I  wyll  that  myn  Wyff  haue  v  wethers 
ij  plowars  w*  iiij  heifez  and  a  cart  w'^  all  that  bylongith 
tlierto  a  grey  horse  and  ij  of  my  best  hors  in  ony  place 
wher  that  they  bee.  Itm  I  wyll  that  suche  londes  as  I 
haue  in  tjdlyth  be  tylled  and  sowen  to  myn  use  for  this 
yere  and  my  wyff  to  be  answered  of  the  ferme  of  as  moclie 
londf  as  be  so  occupyed.  Also  I  bequeth  to  my  Wyff  vj 
mylche  kyn  and  a  book  The  residue  of  my  goodys  not 
bequethed  I  put  in  the  disposicon  of  myn  executours. 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen.  I  the  sayd  Roger  make  myn 
testament  of  myn  manors  londes  and  Tents  w'in  the  Counties 
of  Norff  and  Southfolk  in  forme  folowynge  the  daye  and 
yere  abovesaid.  fl'yrst  I  wyll  that  all  my  feoffes  of  and  in  all 
the  said  manors  londs  and  Tents  ther  appurteu'^nt  which 
were  my  ffaders  Henry  le  Straunge  or  any  other  to  hys  use 
w4n  the  Counties  of  Norff  and  Suff.  And  also  of  and  in 
all  myn  londes  manors  and  tents  wliiche  I  have  purchased 
excepte  the  manor  of  Mustrell  in  Hunstanton  and  exceptc 
the  manors  of  Hunstanton  Annier  and  Pakenhm  and  the 
londys  to  the  said  manors  pteynyng  or  belongyng  whiche  be 
lymyted  to  the  Joyntour  of  my  wylf  Amie  le  Straunge  for 
Vme  of  her  lyf  stando  and  be  feoffed  to  the  use  of  myn 
executours  duryng  the  tme  of  xx  yeres  next  af?  my  deceasse 
soo  that  myn  said  executours  mayc  pceyve  and  receyve  the 
issue  and  pfights  of  the  said  manors  londc  and  tents  excepte 
before  excepted  duryng  the  saide  tme  tlierwithall  to  pcform 
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my  last  wyit  and  testament.    And  af?  tlie  said  yeres  fully 
de?myned  I  wyft  that  my  sayd  feoffies  stande  and  be  feolVu-rt 
to  the  use  and  behove  of  John  myn  son  and  of  his  heires  of 
his  body  begotyn.    And  for  defawte  of  suche  issues  the 
remaynder  of  all  suche  manors  and  londes       ther  appur* 
tennts  whyche  wer  my  fFaders  or  ony  other  to  hys  u.s4' 
imedyatly  after  the  deceasse  of  the  said  John  onto  my 
brother Ilobt.  le  Straunge  and  to  the  heires  of  his  body  begotyn 
and  for  defawte  of  suche  issue  the  remaynder  to  my  brotlicr 
John  and  onto  his  hej^res  of  hys  body  begotyn  and  fi>r 
defaute  of  suche  issue  the  remaynder  to  myn  brother  Kobt. 
and  to  his  heyres  for  ever.    And  as  to  all  manors  londf  and 
Tent  by  me  purchasid  excepte  the  londys  late  Parsons  in 
Snetysham  and  my  londys  purchasid  in  Hunstanton  Ilolnio 
Dockyng  and  Ryngsted  I  wjll  that  if  my  said  son  Juliu 
dye  withoute  issue  of  his  bodye  that  all  the  sayd  purchasid 
londys  excepte  beforne  excepted  remayne  to  my  brotlior 
Hobt.  and  to  his  heyres  male  upon  Condicon  that  iff  the  said 
Robt.  or  his  heyres  paye  vij''^//.  sterlyng  in  forme  folowyng 
that  is  to  seye  to  the  Chyrche  of  Hunstanton  for  repac6.>i 
and  ornaments  ther  to  be  bowte  xl//.  and  onto  the  presto  in 
Gunvell  halle  in  Cantcbridge  for  his  exhibicon  there  to 
lerne  and  synge  for  me  and  tor  my  frendys  xl//.  so  that  tlio 
said  prest  may  synge  for  me  and  for  my  frendys  vj  yeres. 
Itm  to  the  Austen  fFryers  of  Lynn  x//.  also  to  ej^ther  of  tlie 
fFryers  of  Ijjain  ylt.  also  the  fFryers  of  Burnh^m  and  AVal- 
syngh^m  yH.  to  eyther  of  them.  Itm  to  eyther  of  the  ffryers  of 
Thetford  v//.    Also  to  the  Nonnys  v//.   Also  to  the  Churcliy.s 
att  lytell  Massyngham  ITolme  Snet3^sham  bothe  Ryngsted(' 
Dokkyng  Sedgeford  Thornham  Tiaham  [?]  Byrcham  for 
repacon  of  the  said  Chja-ches  to  eyther  of  them  xxs.  all  tliys 
money  to  be  payd  w4n  ij  yeres  next  after  the  said  remaynder 
so  fallen.    And  if  the  said  Robt.  dye  withoute  issue  male  or 
refuse  the  said  pferment  than  I  wyll  that  all  the  said  londys 
and  tents  remayne  to  my  brother  John  le  Straunge  and  to  liis 
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heyres  for  ever  with  siiclie  payments  and  condicons  as  is 
aforesaid.    And  if  the  said  John  niy  brother  refuse  or  paye 
not  the  said  soine  than  I  wyll  that  they  remayne  to  my  uncle 
iS""  Robt.  Drurye  and  to  his  heyres  for  ever  so  that  he  paye 
the  some  aforesaid  in  maS  and  forme  as  is  aforesaid.  And 
oi]  that  xxvjV/.  xiij.v.  iiijc/.  to  be  paid  to  a  prest  for  to  synge 
for  me  and  my  frendys  beforne  our  lady  att  AYalsynghm 
(luryng  the  tyme  of  iiij  yeres.    And  if  the  said  Kobt.  pforme 
not  the  said  condicons  than  I  wyll  that  all  the  sayd  manors 
loiidys  and  tentt!  excepte  beforne  excepted  be  soldo  by  the 
master  of  Gunvell  halle  and  the  puyncyall  [provincial]  of  the 
austeng  ffryers  for  the  tyme  beyng  and  the  money  thereof 
comyng  to  be  paid  as  it  is  abousaid  and  the  ouplus  to  be  orderj^d 
by  ther  dyscression.  And  as  to  the  londes  in  the  townes  afore- 
said excepte  the  manor  of  Mustrell  and  Peerson  aforesaid 
I  will  that  they  be  solde  by  myn  executours  and  the  money 
thereof  comyng  to  goo  to  the  pformaunce  of  my  AVyll.  And 
as  to  the  londys  late  Persons  I  wyll  that  if  my  son  John  dye 
w'oute  issue  of  hys  bodye  and  af?  the  yeres  de?myned  that 
they  remayne  to  my  brother  John  and  to  his  heyres  males 
upon  suche  conclicon  that  the  said  John  paye  Ixli.  w*in  iij 
yeres  next  after  the  remaynct  so  fallen  as  it  shalbe  thowte 
by  myn  executours.    And  if  the  said  John  dye  w'out  issue 
male  or  refuse  than  that  to  remayne  to  my  brother  Pobt.  in 
lyke  ma8.    And  if  the  said  Pobt.  dye  Av^out  issue  male  or 
refuse  than  that  to  remayne  to  S'"  Ptobt.  Southwell  and  his 
heires  so  that  he  paye  the  said  some  and  ou  that  xxii.  as  it 
shalbe  thought  by  myn  executours.    And  as  to  the  mylle 
w'  the  londes  thereto  bylongyng  and  my  pchasid  londf  in 
Ilecham  I  wyll  that  they  be  solde  by  myn  executours  and 
the  money  thereof  to  goo  to  the  execucn  of  my  Wyll.  And 
as  to  all  the  ma3  londf  and  tents  whiche  be  to  my  Wyff  in 
joimtour  assigned  w*^  the  manor  of  Mustrell  beforne  excepted 
I  wyll  that  my  feoffies  seasid  of  and  in  the  pmisses  that  they 
suffre  my  WyfF  for  to  receyve  the  issues  of  the  said  manors 
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londc  and  tents  duryng  her  lyff  and  if  my  seid  Wyf  dvc 
w4n  tlie  space  of  xix  ycre  next  af?  my  deceasse  tlian  I  wyll 
myn  executours  take  tlie  pfitf  of  the  pmises  as  many  yem 
after  my  said  Wyffc  decease  tyll  xix  yere  be  fully  fyniiy.shiii 
next  after  my  deceasse.  And  after  her  deceasse  and  tin: 
said  xix  yeres  fynnyshid  I  wjdl  that  the  said  maners  rcnuiyiu' 

to  J ohn  and  to  the  heyres  of  his  body  begotcu  and  fur 

defawte  of  such  issue  I  wyll  that  all  thes  maners  loudys  nml 

tents  whiche  were  my  said  remayne  immcdially  after 

the  deceasse  of  my  said  son  ou  to  my  brother  Eoht.  aiul  <«h 
to  his  heires  of  his  bodye  begoten  and  for  defawte  of  mvlw 
issue  the  rcmaynder  to  my  brother  John  le  Straunge  and  vh 
to  the  heires  of  his  body  begoten  and  for  defawte  of  siuhr 
issue  the  remaynder  of  all  the  said  maners  londys  and  Uii!- 
whiche  were  not  by  ...  .  purchasid  to  ffraimcis  Bernard  una 
to  the  Sudeburyes  [P]  and  on  to  ther  heyres  for  ever.  And  [ii*] 
to  the  said  maners  londf  and  tents  pchasid  by  my  said  fatlui 
I  wyll  that  they  remayne  to  my  brother  Robt.  and  his  lu  ire* 
for  eu  if  my  said  brother  Jolm  dye  w^out  issue.  And  an  to 
the  maner  of  IMustrell  aforesaid  I  wyll  that  if  my  said  mi 

 issue  of  his  body  and  after  the  deceasse  of  my  said 

wyff  I  wyll  that  the  said  maner  w*^  the  appurten'*nts  remayiK' 
to  my  brother  Piobt.  lo  Straunge  and  to  his  heyres  males  (.!* 
his  body  begotyn  upon  this  condicon  that  if  the  said  lioljt. 
or  hys  heyres  paye  viij^'^//.  s?lyng  in  forme  folowyng  first  to 
the  felawshyp  of  Penbrokhall  xl/i.  and  xl//.  to  the  fela^^•.sllyl) 
of  Gunvyle  halle  and  to  Sent  Edmondf  Chapell  for  repacoiiu 
and  ornaments  of  the  said  Chapell  xlli.  and  xl//.  to  Hun- 
stanton Chyrche  so  that  certen  p"^your  w^  alms  be  m 

myn  executours  ycrly  shall  advyse  all  this  money  to  be  paid 
w^in  vj  yeres  next  af?  the  remaynder  soo  fallen  and  it'  tlio 
said  Ptobt.  dye  w'^out  issue  male  than  I  wyll  that  the  said 
maner  remayne  onto  my  brother  John  and  to  liis  hcyrcvi 
males  of  his  body  begotjai  in  lyke  ma9  and  condicon  as  is 
abovesaid  and  if  my  said  brother  John  die  w^out  issue  mi\\v 
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and  not  payc  the  said  some  in  forme  aforesaid  that  than  the 
sayd  manor  shall  remayne  to  my  brother  John  Heydon  and 
to  his  heires  for  ever  so  that  the  said  John  Ileydon  pay  the 
mid  sofne  in  maS  and  forme  aforsaid  and  ou  that  xx//.  to  he 
paid  to  X  houses  of  lazermafl  to  iehe  of  them  xb.  and  the 
howses  \v4n  fFrebrydge  Smethdon  Galowe  and  Brothercrosse 
to  have  the  pferment.  And  if  the  said  John  ITeydon  dye 
w'oiit  issue  or  refuse  or  pforme  not  the  said  condicon  than  I 
wyll  that  the  said  manor  the  appurteniits  he  soldo  by  the 
master  of  Penbroke  hall  and  Gunvyle  hall  and  the  money 
therof  receyved  to  be  pformed  as  is  abovesaid  and  the  residue 
to  be  dysposid  by  ther  dyscression.    Provided  always  that  if 

my  and  the  pfyts  of  mjn  londys  and  tents  wliiche 

sUalbe  receyved  wyll  not  pforme  my  Wyll  than  I  Wyll  that 
the  londC  late  Peersons  and  my  londes  and  tents  in  Ilech^m 
by  me  purchasid  be  soldo  by  niyn  cxecutours  for  the 
performans  of  my  Wyll  notwithstanding  tlie  devyse  aboveseid 
puided  alway  that  if  my  said  Wylf  and  my  said  son  dye 
w*out  issue  w4n  thes  yores  abousaid  than  I  Avyll  that  thos 
londf  whiclie  wer  my  fathers  rema3^ne  inmedyatly  af  ?  the 
deeeasse  of  them  botlie  as  it  is  [in]  my  said  Wyll  specif3'ed. 
And  the  londf  of  me  pchasid  I  wyll  that  myn  executours 
take  the  issues  and  pfightC  in  manor  and  forme  as  is  afore 
rehersid  duryng  the  said  yeres  and  that  they  whiche  shall 
take  avaimtage  by  thys  my  Wyll  pay  non  money  onto 
swiclie  tyme  as  they  or  any  of  them  take  issues  and  pfits  of 
the  said  maSs  londf  and  tents  to  them  or  ony  of  them  w4n 
this  my  last  Wyll  namyd.  And  piiyded  alway  that  my  said 
feoffies  of  my  said  niaiJs  londf  and  tents  aforesaid  that  if 
ony  w4n  this  my  last  Wyll  spocytied  or  ony  other  whiche 
shalle  take  avauntage  by  thys  my  last  Wyll  requyre  the  said 
feoffies  to  make  astate  accordyng  to  thys  my  last  Wyll  than 
I  Wyll  that  they  make  astate  accordyng  to  owth  of  this  my 
Wyll  and  furthermore  if  they  take  non  astate  I  wyll  that 
the  said  feoffies  suffre  all  thos  whielie  shall  auauntage  by 
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thys  Wyll  of  ony  of  the  said  londes  that  they  suffre  thcin  or 
ony  of  them  accordyng  to  thys  testament  to  take  the  Tsmum 
and  pfyts  as  is  aforespecyfied  and  piiided  ahvay  that  if  nil 
my  said  feoffies  dj^e  excei^te  ij  of  them  I  wyll  that  luy 
said  feoffies  make  astate  to  such  sufficient  psons  accordyng  to 
the  trewe  intent  of  this  my  last  Wyll  and  yff  ony  sucIh^ 
shall  take  auantage  by  thys  "Wyll  paye  not  the  soines  afore- 
said than  I  wyll  that  they  take  none  auauntage  by  thy.s  my 
Wylle  puyded  alwaye  that  if  my  Brother  Hobt.  or  his  heyroN 
in?upte  or  vexe  or  trobyll  myn  said  WyfF  for  her  joyntoiir  or 
ony  pte  thereof  than  I  wyll  that  he  lose  the  auauntagc  of 
this  my  bequest  and  TVyll.  And  furthermore  where  us  1 
have  bequest  to  the  tFryers  and  places  in  Cambrydgo  w'l'n 
and  owte  the  unyusiti  ther  as  is  above  wreten  I  wyll  tliat 
for  the  said  money  to  them  bequethid  they  doo  suche  dyvym? 
suysse  as  it  shalbe  thowte  by  myn  executours  for  the  sowlos 
of  me  myn  Wyff  my  ffather  and  my  moder  S""  Herry  Heydon 
and  all  Cristen  sowles  and  whereas  1  have  gevyn  on  to  niy 
son  John  all  my  maners  londys  and  tents  as  is  aforesaid  I 
wjdl  that  he  af ?  he  take  the  pfyts  of  hys  hooit  londys  af¥ 
his  moders  deceasse  yerely  that  he  geve  and  delue  xls.  to  l)o 
dy^sposid  by  his  dyscrescion  amonge  the  psoners  of  Lynn  and 
Norwiche  duryng  his  lyff.  And  furthermore  af?  my  dcttys 
and  legatty^s  payd  and  pformyd  I  wyll  all  myn  goode  dcttys 
issues  and  pfyts  of  my  londf  ma8s  and  tents  w^  the  app"- 
ten^nts  aforesaid  taken  and  receyved  by  myn  executours 
or  to  be  taken  by  them  I  wyll  that  they  purchase  a  lycense 
of  the  Kyngs  grace  to  purchase  xl  m^rs  by  jerc  and  that  tlic 
said  executours  purchase  the  said  xl  m-^rs  to  fond  j  ij  iij  or 
iiij  prests  to  synge  w^n  the  Chirche  of  Hunstanton  and  thei' 
by  a  convenyent  grounde  purchasid  upon  Avhiche  howsyug 
may  conuenyently  be  byldid  for  the  said  prestf  att  my  costC 
and  if  the  said  lycens  may  not  be  opteynid  than  I  wyll  myn 
executours  fynde  af?  the  rate  aforesaid  prestf  or  scolers 
as  they  thynke  by  ther  discression  w^  the  pfits  of  my 
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mafis  londf  and  tents  aforesaid.  And  if  my  goodys  and 
dettys  wyll  not  pforme  tlie  said  article  than  I  wyll  tliat 
my  said  goodes  and  tlie  pfits  so  taken  and  remayning  be 
dysposid  by  tbe  dj^screcion  of  myn  executours  Whom  I 
make  my  broder  John  Heydon  my  Cosyn  Tonsend  my 
brother  J ohn  le  Str^unge  and  J affrey  Bloye  myn  executours 
and  myn  uncle  S'"  Robt.  Drury  and  my  Cosyn  S*"  Kobt. 
Southwell  myn  Supuysours  of  this  my  Wyll  and  for  tlier 
labowre  I  bequeth  to  euy  of  them  Cs.  ther  costf  whiche 
they  shall  spende  for  me  in  that  behalfF.  Also  I  wyll  that 
if  ther  be  ony  dowte  in  ony  article  or  clause  in  this  myn 
psent  testament  and  last  Wyll  that  than  the  same  dowte 
be  in?petrat  reformyd  opynyd  and  ....  by  my  brether  John 
le  Str'\inge  John  Ifeydon  and  Roger  Toweneshend  and 
furthermore  I  geve  full  power  on  to  my  sayd  Brother  John 
le  Str^unge  John  Ileydon  and  Roger  Towenshend  to  incresse 
and  mjmysshe  euy  thynge  towchyng  this  myn  Wyll  as 
they  shall  thynke  best  by  ther  dyscrescions. 
[Probate  annexed,  and  dated  11th  February,  loOi.] 


FURTHER  EXTRACTS  FROM  PAPERS 
IN   THE    CHURCH  CHEST  AT  WYMONDHAM. 


COMMUNICATED  BY 

G.  A.  CARTHEW,  ESQ.,  F.S.A.,  M.A.I.,  &c. 


We  are  told  by  Blomefield  that  at  the  Dissolution  tlicre 
were  divers  gilds,  well  endowed  with  lands  and  tenemeiitft, 
held  in  the  church  of  AVyniondhaiu,  and  ho  enumerates 
ten,  viz.,  those  of 

(1)  The  Holy  Trinity,  which  gild  had  a  gildludl  at 
Spooner  Row,  and  is  sometimes  called  Spooler  Ilowe  Gild. 

(2)  St.  Peteii  of  Sutton,  to  which  Aveline  Bird  gave 
eif^ht  acres  of  land. 

(3)  Of  Our  Lady  at  her  altar  in  her  chapel  here,  wliicli 
gild  kept  a  light  before  her  image  in  her  chapel,  called 
oar  Ladi/'s  light. 

(4)  The  Gild  of  St.  Margari]t,  kept  at  her  [iltar  iii 
her  chapel. 

(5)  The  Gild  of  St.  Andre^v  at  his  altar  in  his  chapel, 
Avlierc  there  was  a  new  rood-loft  erected  in  1497. 
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(G)  "Watlefield  Gild,  or  Brotlierhood  of  St.  Thomas,  kept 
at  his  altar  in  this  church,  and  sometimes  in  his  chapel 
in  the  middle  of  the  town,  and  is  sometimes  called  Middleton 
Gild. 

(7)  The  Gild  of  Hqly  Cross. 

(8)  Of  St.  John  Baptist. 

(9)  Of  St.  George. 
(10)  Of  All  Saints. 

All  which  gilds  (he  says)  supported  lights  here  in  honour 
of  their  patron  saints.  Besides  which,  there  were  the  rood- 
loft  light  and  the  light  of  Jesus. 

Books  containing  accounts  and  other  information  re- 
specting four  of  these  gilds  are  still  preserved  in  the  church 
chest  of  this  parish,  viz.,  of  the  Holy  Trinity  ;  our  Lady's 
Light  ;  St.  John  Baptist  ;  and  All  Saints.  And  there 
is,  besides  these,  a  fifth  book  relating  to  the  affairs  of  an 
eleventh  gild,  not  named  by  Bloinefield,  that  of  the 
Nativity  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  quite  distinct  from  the 
Gild  of  our  Lady's  Light. 

The  extracts  which  I  have  made  from  these  books  are  so 
numerous,  and  do  of  themselves  tlirow  so  much  light  on  the 
constitution  and  economy  of  these  fraternities,  that  I  have 
very  few  observations  of  my  own  to  make. 

These  gilds  are  to  be  distinguished  from  the  merchant 
gilds  and  trades  gilds  of  large  towns,  some  of  which  liave 
found  historians.  They  are  in  fact  nothing  but  the  originals 
of  the  burial  clubs  which  exist  in  every  parish  amongst  us, 
and,  as  such,  serve  to  exemplify  the  social  habits  of  our 
ancestors  of  the  middle  and  humbler  class. 

It  has  been  said  that  at  a  very  early  period  in  the  history 
of  this  country  "  people  clubbed  togetlier  to  be  merry  while 
alive  and  to  be  buried  when  dead."  They  do  so  now;  and 
we  find  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  centur)^,  the 
period  over  which  the  entries  in  these  books  extend,  objects 
and  practices  similar  to  those  of  our  village  clubs.    We  see 
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the  members  assembling  together  for  feasting  and  drinkinp, 
and  we  see  them  attending  the  funerals  of  deceased  bretlnvri. 
It  has  always  been  an  object  of  desire  to  provide  for  tli(« 
honourable  burial  of  the  dead;  but  what  men  at  that  liino 
considered  a  duty  of  the  highest  importance  was  to  obtain 
the  prayers  of  the  Church  for  the  souls  of  the  dead.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  the  present  day  that  in  this  they  were  super- 
stitious and  mistaken,  but  we  must  allow  that  their  purj)oso 
was  laudable.  It  would  be  well  if  the  modern  clubs  were 
connected  with  the  Church  and  under  the  influence  of 
Church  principles.  The  merry-makings  are  kept  up  .still, 
and  in  some  few  instances  the  parish  clergyman  is  a  inenibcr 
of  the  club,  and  the  proceedings  are  initiated  by  divliio 
service  in  the  church,  but  in  medieval  times  the  very 
"drinkings"  appear  to  have  partaken  of  a  charitable,  if  not 
a  religious,  character.  Because  these  gilds  liad  houses  niid 
lands,  small  in  value  as  they  were,  the}'  were  swept  away 
by  the  rapacious  men  who  governed  in  the  name  of 
Edward  VI.,  under  the  plea  of  "  siq^erstitious  usages,"  but 
the  feeling  which  dictated  the  formation  of  brotherhoods 
never  died  out,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  never  will. 

The  communities  now  under  notice  were  composed  of 
sisters  as  well  as  brothers,  the  former  being  generally  wives 
and  widows  of  brethren.  Each  gild  had  its  own  ordinancea 
or  bye-laws,  and  the  number  of  members  varied  con- 
siderably, the  Gild  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Virgin  enume- 
rating: at  one  time  one  hundred  and  eleven  members,  while 
that  of  St.  John  had  but  thirty-six.  I  propose  to  trace  the 
history  of  each  gild  from  its  own  records,  but  there  were 
some  features  which  all  possessed  in  common.  Each  gild  wa.s 
presided  over  by  an  alderman,  elected  animally,  whose  duty 
appears  to  have  been  to  receive  the  income,  pay  the  out- 
goings, and  keep  the  accounts  ;  and  the  books  before  nio 
contain  the  compotus  of  the  alderman  for  every  successive 
year.     This  important  post  was  usually  filled  by  an  eccle- 
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elastic,  or  some  leading  man  of  the  town.  The  Abbat  of 
AVymondham  was  in  1500  alderman  of  the  Gild  of  St.  John. 
The  vicar  for  the  time  being  frequently  held  the  office. 
The  same  person  was  generally  re-elected  for  several  suc- 
cessive years. 

Each  member  in  turn  was  bound  to  bear  the  charge  of 
providing  the  annual  feast,  which  was  usually  held  on  the 
Sunday  nearest  the  festival  of  their  patron  saint,  and  then 
the  officers  for  the  following  year  were  chosen.  The 
elective  body  was  composed  of  a  certain  number  of  brethren, 
usually  twelve,  termed  the  Election^  Eleccio,  by  whom  the 
office  bearers  were  appointed.  After  the  alderman,  two 
members  were  chosen,  whose  duties  are  pretty  well  indi- 
cated by  their  ajjpellations  of  /est  maJcers,  provisores  or 
purviores  convivii,  a  place  which  in  course  of  time  came  to  be 
considered  onerous,  and  compositions  were  made  to  be 
relieved  from  it,  or  fines  paid  for  refusal.  Two  others  were 
chosen  for  gatherers  of  alms,  colyors,  collectores  eieniosinarum. 

The  inferior  officers  were  a  beadle,  preco ;  a  banner  bearer, 
vexillator ;  and  sometimes  a  steward,  senescalhis ;  and  a  butler, 
pincerna,  and  others. 

Each  gild  had  its  own  hall,  where  their  feasts  and  other 
meetings  were  held,  or  purchased  one  as  soon  as  the  state 
of  the  funds  permitted ;  but  we  must  not  raise  our  imagi- 
nation to  a  sumptuous  edifice,  suggested  by  the  idea  of  a 
hall,  or  the  example  of  the  gildhall  of  one  of  the  wealthy 
merchant  companies.  These  Inills  were  but  humble  tene- 
ments, built,  as  we  learn  from  the  accounts  of  their  repairs, 
of  stud  and  clay,  and  covered  with  thatch,  and  when  not 
required  for  the  use  of  the  fraternity,  appear  to  have  been 
let  for  other  purposes.  ITow  much  to  be  preferred  to  the 
modern  custom  of  meeting  at  the  public-house ! 

Their  worldly  possessions  usually  comprised,  as  has  been 
before  remarked,  some  small  real  estate,  acquired  by  gift  or 
purchase.    Their  chattels  or  personal  estate  consisted  of  the 
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furniture  and  utensils  of  their  halls,  of  which  I  am  cnnblnl 
in  some  instances  to  give  the  inventories,  and  of  a  coinmnn 
purse  or  stock  of  money,  derived  partly  from  legacies. 

This  stock  was  lent  out  in  small  sums  to  the  memhers  n< 
interest,  and  for  repayment  of  which  each  man  had  a  plc<lgt* 
or  surety,  also  a  member  of  the  Gild ;  thus  investing  tlie 
society  with  another  fraternal  purpose,  that  of  mu(u;il 
assistance.  And  so  long  as  the  capital  was  so  employed  the 
community  flourished,  but  when,  as  I  hnd  was  tlie  case  with 
all  of  them,  the  deposits,  instead  of  being  reinvested  in  tlic 
same  manner,  were  laid  out  in  new  buildings,  or  sunk  in  the 
general  expenses  of  the  Gild  ;  the  result  was  a  diniinislinl 
capital,  and  an  income  unequal  to  the  demands  upon  it. 

This  income  was  originally  derived  from  the  followinp' 
sources,  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  alderman  in  his  animal 
compotus  under  the  principal  heads  :  Dc  firmis,  rents  aiul 
profits  of  lands  and  houses  ;  and  De  increnienfis,  the  yearly 
increase  or  interest  received  from  the  brethren  for  the  use  of 
such  proportion  of  the  common  stock  as  had  been  intrustcil 
to  his  hands,  Avliich  was  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent. 

Another  ordinary,  or  in  some  sense  extraordinary,  source 
of  income  occurs  imder  the  head,  "  de  pofatioiiibus,"  from 
coUections  made  at  drinkings  by  certain  of  the  brctlu-on. 
Ileceipts  under  this  head  of  various  amounts  occur  sometime.^ 
only  once,  at  others,  three  or  four  times  or  often er  in  the 
year  ;  sometimes  as  made  by  one  member,  at  others  by  several 
clubbing  together.  I  infer  that  every  member,  at  his  or  lu  r 
— for  we  find  these  drinkings  made  b}^  ladies — entrance,  was 
bound  to  provide  a  potator}^  entertainment  at  his  or  her  own 
cost,  at  which  small  collections  were  made  from  the  members 
present  for  the  use  of  the  gild.  And  it  would  seem  Unit 
this  custom  was  instead  of  the  payment  of  entrance-money, 
an  item  of  receipt  we  seldom  meet  witli,  and  in  the  ivw 
cases  in  which  it  does  occur,  tlie  probability  is  that  tlic 
person  making  the  payment  was  to  be  exonerated  from  tlio 
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expense  of  providing  tlie  potation.  The  sums  gathered  in 
this  manner  are  accounted  for  either  by  the  alderman  or 
oHicers  appointed  for  the  purpose,  under  the  name  of 
nlms,  ekmosince. 

The  disbursements  generally  are  classed  under  two  prin- 
cipal heads,  de  solutionibus,  and  de  expensis,  but  without  any 
definite  arrangement  between  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
payments,  some  items  occurring  as  often  in  one  list  as  the 
other.  There  are  some  annual  payments,  howe\^er,  to  be 
found  in  the  accounts  of  all  the  gilds  througliout  their 
history,  such  as  a  fee  to  the  Yicar  of  Wymondham  for  his 
certen,  certitiidine,  certifying  the  gild,  whatever  that  might  be. 
This  fee,  originally  4s.  4id.,  was  in  1506  or  a  foAV  years  later 
reduced  to  46'. ;  such  also  were  an  alms  gift  of  3^/.  to  the 
lazars  or  lepers,  a  sum,  varjdng  in  different  gilds  from  2s,  4:d. 
to  Si'.  8^/. ;  for  finding  the  gild  light,  which  will  be  alluded 
to  in  the  accounts  themselves ;  one  penny,  or  often  a 
halfpenny,  in  oblation  made  at  church  on  the  second  day  of 
their  festival,  tlie  Monday,  on  occasion  of  a  solemn  dirige 
"^held  for  the  souls  of  departed  brothers  and  sisters,  as  will  be 
afterwards  mentioned ;  one  or  two  shillings  for  the  services 
of  a  minstrel,  but  whether  for  festive  or  solemn  occasions  does 
uot  appear  ;  and  very  generally  12c/.  pro  nuniefagio,  j'anticuh, 
the  breakfast,  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  on  oue  of  the  days. 

Other  ordinary  payments  were  the  rents  due  to  the 
lords  of  the  manors  of  which  they  held  their  estates. 

It  was  by  extraordinary  expenses,  such  as  repairs,  that 
such  inroads  were  made  in  their  funds;  and  many  of  these  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  remark  upon  in  chronological  order. 

In  my  "  Introductory  Remarks  to  Extracts  from  Papers 
in  the  Wymondham  Church  Chest,"  which  have  been  already 
printed  in  our  Proceedings,  I  have  alluded  to  those  which 
I  now  present,  and  which  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  has 
been  so  good  as  to  return  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  our  own 
Society. 
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(Extracts  from  ttje  Book  of  tijc  ^ilu  of  tijc 
$!oIij  (ITvtmtu, 

From  9th  Henry  VIII.,  consisting  of  24  foolscap  sheets. 

This  book  has  lost  its  cover.  It  begins,  Elecio  huiiu 
gylde  fFacta  in  anno  Hegni  Regis  Henrici  octavi  in  anno 
nono. 

Peter  Belys  Rychard  fFedymond    Richard  Marten 

John  Den  Thomas  Jafirey         Stewyn  Wodcoko 

J ohn  Colyer  Thomas  Knyght        Robert  Wyllsou 

Stewyn  Browne     Rjxhard  Colyor         John  Colman,  Gen. 

Elegerunt  in  officio  aldermanij,  Thomas  lombe. 
William  AYodcoke 
Thomas  JafFrey 
JafFrey  "Wytred,  senescalys. 
John  Randell,  bedalye. 

Imprimis  received  of  the  Botlers  .  ,  .  xxvs.  u'yl. 
Received  of  John  Browne  iijs.  iiijV/.  ffor  dys- 

charg3^ng  of  ye  lioldjmg  of  the  gilde. 
Itm.  rec.  iijs.  iiij^/.  of  James  Colyor  of  the  stoke 

of  the  gylde. 

Itm.  rec.  of  Rob.  Jefferey  of  the  stoke  .  .  vjs.  Yuyi 
Itm.  rec.  of  John  den  &  Rychard  Baxter  pro 

fFyrma  de  pratys.    [Sum  not  named.] 
Itm.  rec.  of  Roberd  Baxter  pro  ffyrma  de  claun^       ijs.  iuyl. 
Itm.  rec.  of  the  cres  of  the  stoke      .       .       .  xxxj.s.  iiijt/. 
Itm.  rec.  of  John  pye  of  ye  stoke    .       .        .      vjs.  viijf^ 
Itm.  rec.  of  ij  dryngkyns  .....  iujs. 

Smn  of  the  Receyts  iiijV^.  vij(/. 

In  pmis  payd  to  Master  Wekyr  ffi)r  the  s'ten 

(certifying)  iiijs.  iuyi 


puruiores. 
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Itm.  ipiiyd  to  the  Syr  Adhm  i^arys  presto  .        .  iiijV^. 
Itni.  paycl  for  the  lythe     .....     ijs.  yi.  oh. 

Itm.  payd  for  dyrge  on  the  monday          .        .  iijt/. 

Itm.  payd  to  the  chirko     .....  jd. 

Itm.  in  of ryng         ......  jd. 

Itm.  ffor  the  lythes  ......  ijd. 

Itm.  to  ye  sekemen  ......  iiyl. 

Itm.  payd  to  Andrew  the  mynstrcll  .        .        .  ^^W^- 

Itm.  i^ayd  to  Strowger  the  mynstrcll         .        .  vj(/. 

Itm,  payd  to  the  King      .....  vs. 

Itm.  paid  ffor  spargetyng  of  the  howse     .       .  x.s.  yl. 

Itm.  payd  ffor  strawe      the  caryage        .        ,  iijs'.  xd. 

Itm.  payd  to  the  thaxster  and  hys  s^  he  v  days  .  ij.s.  vij(/. 

Itm.  for  ther  Eorde  ......  xx(/. 

Itm.  paid  ffor  a  key  .        .        .        .        .        .  ij^^^- 

Itm.  paid  to  ye  wyffe  of  Rohcrd  lirowne  ftbr 

warkyng  be  iiij  days      her  horde      .        .  xij^/. 
Itm.  payd  to  llohert  Bro\yne  for  palying  by 

halfe  a  day   yl.  oh. 

"^Itm.  payd  to  Barbore  the  mynstrcll  .       .        .  ^W^- 

Itm.  payd  to  Peter  Colton  for  two  years'  rent    .  "viijV/. 

Itm.  payd  to  Master  Ivnewet  for  rent        .        .  vj^7. 

Itm.  payd  for  the  Ih-ekfast  on  the  Sunday         .  xxr/. 

Itm.  payd  for  the  Ih'ckfast  on  the  Monday        .  iiij^/. 

Itm.  payd  for  the  makyng  of  thys  accownte     .  x\yl. 

Itm.  for  a  qweyer  of  paper  ....  iij^^. 
Itm.  payd  to  Robert  Jaffrcy  for  hangyng  np  of 

the  Bason  .   ij-s. 

Itm.  of  the  towne  gylde    .....  xf/. 


Memorandum  quod  remanet  in  the  hands  of  the 

Botlers   xxxj.s.  yjV/. 

Memorandum  quod  remanet  in  manibus  J ohannis 
calored  Johainiis  Dene  in  pecuniis  clemosy- 

narum   ixs.  \ijd. 

W.  that  Thomas  Luce  howythe  to  the  gylde     .  ys. 

VOL.    IX.]  S 
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De  incrementis. 

In  primis  recepta  de  Pticardo  Martyn  yiiyl.  pro  incrciiien!^ 
vj.s.  viijc/.  Eicardus  Baxter  plogius,  followed  by  fifty-fmf 
more  similar  entries  (the  rate  of  interest  being  10  per  cent.) 

lOth  Henry  YIII. 
Amongst  tlie  payments  (owytli's  cliargs)  are : — 
Itm.  payd  fFor  the  lygth  upon  the  herse  .  lyi 

Itm.  payd  unto  Thomas  Carow  beyng  baly  unto 

Mr.  Kneuett  in  isto  anno  ....  vjff 
Itm.  payd  unto  Peter  Colton  for  Cromwell's 

parte  ....... 

Memorandum  of  costs  and  othyr  chargs  paj'd  owyth  of  the 

hands  of  the  Buttelers. 
In  primis  payd  unto  roberd  Dey  and  liys  man 

fibr  drawyng  up  of  the  gylld  hall  and  all 

other  chargys  of  wy  .  .  .  crafi't  .  .  .  ij</, 
Itm.  payd  for  mete  and  drynke  for  hym  and  liys 

man  for  iij  days  .  .  .  .  .  xx«/. 
Itm.  payd  Wylliam  Letts  smythe  ffor  yrne  .  iiijs.  \\y{, 
Itm.  payd  for  a  schaldr.  of   lyme  with  the 

caryage    ....        ...  iijs. 

Itm.  payd  ffor  colors  beyng  ociipyed  in  the 

howse       ...        ....  \nyi. 

Itm.  payd  unto  iij  masyns  and  ij  men  ffor  to 

make  mortyr  and  ffor  to  serve  them  be  the 

space  of  iij  days  with  wages  and  mete  and 

drynk       .......     vijs.  vlijf/. 

Itm,  payd  for  ij  lode  of  send  wyth  caryage  .  yiiyl. 
Itm.  payd  unto  the  kjaig  for  the  taske  of  the 

medow      .......  viijt/. 

Itm.  payd  for  the  tythe  of  the  medow  ffor  ij  yer  Vnyl. 
Itm.  payd  ffor  the  rent  of  the  same  medow  .  \'yi 
Itm.  payd  ffor  the  fynyng  of  the  lyght  be  the 

trynyte     .......         ij.s.  \yL 
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Itm.  spent  whan  the  howse  was  drawn  up         .  xj(/. 

Itm.  delyveiyd  unto  Mr.  Lomhe  heyng  aldarman 
of  as  many  namys  the  wyche  have  of  the 

stokke  as  the  incresse  drawyth  .        .       .  iijs.  iiiyl. 

Itm.  delyuery  unto  Peter  Dow  and  John  Machyn 

Buttellers         ......  xvj.9. 

nth  Henry  VIII. 

Payd  on  to  ych  howse  of  ffrj^ers  in  Norwyche  .  \iiyl. 

Payd  for  ye  fynyng  of  ye  lygth       .        .  .  i^s.  \i\yL 

Payd  for  ye  chayne  .       .        .        .        .  .  ^^j^''- 

Payd  in  almes  in-ye  chyrcheyard      .        .  .  iiij"^^- 

12th  Henry  VIII. 
The  officers  chosen  were  an  alderman,  two  "  Fest  makers," 
two    Buttelers,"  two  "to  gadyr  ye  ahnes  money,"  a  Bedell 
and  a  senescall. 

Pec.  of  John  machyn  and  stephyn  hrown  beyng 

buttelers  the  wyche  left  of  ye  drynkyne    .  \}cl. 

Itm.  rcc.  of  ye  same  John  Stephyn  for  latyg 

[letting]  of  pewf   xixd. 

W.  payd  onto  margeret  vdon  for  brekcfast 

sonday  and  monday  ....      ij^'.  viij(/. 

13th  Henry  VIII. 
Rec.  fFor  the  fferme  of  pewtyr  ....  ^vjr/. 
.  .  .  iFor  the  fferme  of  the  howse      .        .       .         ijs.  x((f. 
M^.  of  ye  costs  ffor  the  plawncering  of  ye 
kechyn. 

In  pmis  payd  onto  AVyllm  Bale  ffor  CCC  fFett 

of  horde  ye  pee  iiijs.  vj^^. 

Itm.  payd  onto  John  Dyn  ffor  C  peces  of  tymbyr 
ye  pee 

Itm.  payd  onto  Pet'"  Colton  ffor  ye  Dormont  .  iijs.  iiijV/. 
Itm.  payd  onto  John  xigas  ffor  caryng  of  ye 

horde  from  town       .....  iiijV/. 
s  2 


iijs.  iiiyl. 
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Itm.  payd  for  xl  pownd  of  pewtyr  redy  wrowght  xxf. 

M^.  rec.  fFor  the  fforme  of  the  medow  .  .  v*. 
M'^  that   ye   kcchyn  ys  latyn   onto  rychard 

martyn  fFro  thys  yer  fFoloyiig  the  pee        .  vj. 

14th  Hen.  VIII. 
Also  the  said  eleccoii  brougth  in  at  y^^  gvlhl 
that  rj^chard  blomes  holder  of  ye  gyld 
shall  pay  fFor  the  deffawt  of  a  mynstrell    .  xVyl. 
[He  had  been  one  of   the  feast  makers  appointed  the 
previons  year.] 
Payd  to  S*"  Adam  for  ye  certen  ....     iiij.s.  iiij(/. 
The  same  Adam  for  hys  labor  to  say  Enynsong  iilyf. 

15th  Henry  YITI.    Thomas  Knight  elected  alderman. 

M*^.  ye  eleccon  bryngeth  in  by  v'dj^zth  [verdict]  llial 
he  that  hathe  of  the  stocke  shall  brjnig  yt  in  upon  tlic 
gyld  monday  or  ellys  be  mydsoiS  next  foUoyng  or  ells  Hor 
evy  nobyll  in  ye  payn  of  losyng  of  xxr/'. 

M'^  that  Itobert  iiiory  peynt"^'  hathe  couenawntyd  and 
barganyd      the  aldman  and  the  brethyrn  of  the  gyld  of  tin; 
trinite  in  spoflaw  ^  in  Wyraudhm  ffor  to  peynt  and  make  a 
new  baS  at  hys  pi)yr  costs  in  all  cawsys  j^atronyd  and  lyko 
onto  the  olid  baS  in  eny  condycon  and  the  sej^d  aldman  and 
hys  brethyrn  to  pay  onto  ye  seyd  roht  fflory  liijs.  iiij(/. 
sterlyng  of  the  wyche  ye  seyd  robt  fflory  receyuyd  the  day 
of  ye  makyng  thys  wrytyng  x-s.  and  so  to  rec  no  more  monay 
t3dl  the  baS  be  ll'iill  ifenyschyd. 
Itm.  payd  onto  Ptobert  fflory  fFor  mendyng  of 
the  candylstyke  bothe  in  golld  and  all  oth^^r 
colors         .......     iijs.  iiij(^. 

18th  Henry  YIII. 
P''.  to  ye  aldman  for  messpene    ....  ixd. 

1  Still  known  as  Spooncr  Itow. 


Compotus  Johis  Dyn  Alderraanni  liuis  Gelde  fac?  in 
crastino  sec  Trinitatis  Anno  Dili  quingentesimo  yicesimo 
septimo  et  regni  Ilegis  Henrici  octaui  xix"°. 

Tlie  income  this  year  was  derived  from  the  sources 
following,  viz.,  53,s'.  from  tlie  butlers'  (pincernis)  balance  of 
last  year's  accoimt,  from  interest  28s.  4(1.,  from  repayment 
of  a  load  Gs.  Sd. 

Rec  YS.  de  E,ico  Martyn  p  fir'^  tenti  buis  gilde. 

It.  rec.  vs.  de  Petro  Colton  p  fir=^  pti  buis  gilde. 

It.  rec.  xxd.  ex  legat.  Hici  Dejais. 

It.  rec.  xx(/.  ex  legat.  Georgii  Brown. 

It.  rec.  ijs.  ix(/.  ob.  de  potacoib}  et  ex  dimissione  vaso^. 

[Viz.  10s.  for  rent  of  tbe  gild  bouse  and  meadow,  3s.  4d. 
from  legacies,  and  2s.  9^d.  from  drinkings  and  letting  out 
their  vessels  or  pewter.  The  sum  total  of  tbe  receipts  being 
£5.  4s.  l^d.] 

The  payments  include  : — 

It.  paid  iijd.  gevyn  in  elemos  [alms]  to  the  lazars. 
It.  paid  \]d.  in  rent  to  M.  Knyvett  for  ye  medow. 
It.  paid  iiijf/.  in  rent  to  the  lord  of  Crounwell  for  a  pcell 
of  our  place  paid  to  tlie  place  of  Petyr  Colton. 
It.  paid  iij(7.  offeryd  for  iij  deds. 

It.  paid      for  scoryng  of  the  Ibison  bangyng  be  y*^  trinite. 
It.  paid  vjc/.  to  a  minstrall  in  reward. 
It.  paid  iiiyl.  to  S""  Adam  Bishopp  seying  evynson. 
It.  paid  ijr/.  gevj^n  to  Andrew  Kerby  in  reward. 
It.  paid  viijr/.  for  wrygbt^nig  of  thys  acompte. 
It.  paid  \'njd.  for  the  Brekfast  on  the  Monda}^ 
It.  paid  viij(/.  to  ij  mynstralls  in  reward. 
One  of  the  "  provisores  convivii  "  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year  was  "  Mr.  Pakk  Pector  de  jMorleo." 

20th  Henry  YIIL,  1528. 
The  receipts  this  year  were  : — 

From  interest  money,  19s.  8^/. 
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iijs.  xjc/.  de  potacoe. 

iiijf/.  ex  dimissione  le  pewter  vessell. 

vij  s.  jd.  gaderyd  in  elemose  sylii^'. 
The  rent  of  the  house,  "  tenti  huis  Gilde,"  this  year  wjw 
7.9.  ;  that  of  the  meadow  5s.  as  before. 

The  payments  amounted  to  23s.  2d.,  inchiding : — 

i\]d.  to  Thomas  Knyght  for  the  ease  of  a  wey. 

iyl.  to  Andrewe  Kerby  holywa?  clerk  in  reward. 

After  the  entry  of  the  election  of  officers  for  next  year  in 
written  the  following : — 

M'^.  it  is  decreed  by  this  Eleccion  that  the  ffestmakci"S 
shall  pyide  for  the  company  &  the  ^vice,  y^  is  to  sey,  for 
doner  ffrumenti ;  for  potage,  hoole  gosse  &  veale,  pyggc, 
moton,  &  custard  ;  &  lekewyse  the  Monda}^,  except  tliey 
shall  sve  half  gosse. 

Also  y^  eiiy  brother  &  suster  shall  paye  for  ther  ffest  to 
the  ffest  makers  y'yl.  to  be  gaderyd  the  Monday. 

21st  Henry  VIIL,  1529.  The  receipts  this  year  for  rents 
include,  besides  5s.  for  the  tenement  and  5s.  for  the  meadow, 
2s.  for  the  farm  of  one  acre  and  a  half  of  arable  land. 

It.  rec.  yjs.  viijf/.  de  dno  Johe  Symonds  Capettno  p  suo 
ingrcssu  T  in  plena  solucoem  p  fine  officij  pvisoris 
conuiuij. 

Amongst  the  pajnnents  : — 

It.  solut.  ijs.  xf/.  p  inuencoe  inis  cora  ymagine  Trinitatls 
in  choro. 

It.  solut.  ijs.  viijc/.  dat  in  elemosina  ad  obit  duo^  ffrm  ist* 
Gilde. 

It.  solut.  xxr/.  dat  in  elemosina  ad  exequias  in  ij-'^  die. 
It.  solut.  y'yl.  in  reddit.   p  pto   hui*  Gilde  manic  dc 
Grishaug. 

It.  solut.  xjc/.  1  ob.  in  reddit.  p  aula  T:  j  acf  T:  di  tr 
arabir  maiilo  dc  Cromwell. 
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It.  solut.  uijd.  in  recldit.  p  pcelki  pti  dco  maSio  de 
Cromwell. 

It.  solut.  ijs.  ixd.  p  manifagiis  fffm  in  die  dnica. 

De  reparationibiis. 

In  p  paid  jd.  for  emendyng  of  a  gyld  spete. 

It.  paid  vijs.  for  iij  loods  of  strawe      tlie  cariage. 

It.  paid  ij.s.  iiyl.  to  Hichard  Alden  thakkyng  by  v  days 
&  (li      his  bord. 

It.  paid  iij.s.  viijr/.  to  ij  labores  servyng  hjm  by  v  days  & 
di      his  bord. 

Itm.  paid  xiij.s.  iiijc/.  to  the  pste  syngyng  by  half  a  qrter 
of  a  yere. 

22nd  Henry  YlII.,  1530. 

In  p  solut.  xiijs.  iiij^/.  to  a  prest  syngyng  for  ye  brothers 
&  systers  souls  by  a  cjrter  of  a  yere. 

It.  solut.  iiij6'.  iiij(/.  to  ye  seid  prest  syngyng  by  ij  wekys. 

It.  solut.  ijs.  iiij^/.  p  manifrag  fFrni  in  die  dhica. 

It.  paid  ijd.  in  expens  at  makyng  the  wcy  to  the  gyld 
medowe. 

It.  paid.  xs.  for  ij  tabyll  clothis  new  bowght  &  for  a  pece 
of  diaper  to  lengthc  the  clothe  of  the  hey  tabyll. 

23rd  Henry  VIII.,  1531. 
Thomas  Kett  became  a  brother. 

This  year  2Gs.  8^/.  was  paid  to  the  priest  singing,  &c.,  for 
a  quarter  of  a  year. 

It.  sol.  iij-s.  p  manifagiis  fffm  T:  soro^. 

It.  sol.  xijr/.  in  expens  in  sepeliendo  Rici  Martyn. 

At  the  election  of  officers  for  the  year  ensuing,  ''Dfis 
Adam  Bischopp"  Avas  appointed  one  of  the  pvisores 
convrvii." 


24tli  Henry  VIII.,  1532. 

Receipts,  vs.  pro  firma  prati  liujus  gilde  de  Roberto 
Colman  sen.  et  Willelmo  Peynter. 

Item  xijV/.  de  Roberto  Colman  pro  fir  tre. 

Item  vs.  de  Agnetc  Agas  p  fir  ten.  buius  gilde. 

Item  soluta  xvj(/.  for  making  of  new  skocbyns  for  ye 
almosse  [alms.] 

Item  \yL  for  a  cbayre. 

Item  X(/.  for  ij  formes  and  ij  sbelvj^s. 

Also  five  entries  of  payments  of  xvj(/.  eacb  for  souls. 

Jobn  Dyn,  wbo  bad  now  been  alderman  for  five  years, 
disappears,  and  tbe  next  account  is  tbat  of  Adam  Bischo})|)» 
capeft  and  alderman  of  tbe  Gild  of  tbe  Holy  Trinity,  imulo 
on  tbe  morrow  of  tbe  Holy  Trinity,  in  a.d.  1533,  und 
25tb  Henry  YIII. 

Tbe  next  account,  of  1st  June,  1534,  contains  payments  of 
xiyl.  for  ij  new  pewter  discbj^s,  and  xyl.  ob.  for  a  new 
corned  cbayer. 

In  tbe  account  of  24tb  Ma}^  1535,  occur  payments,  x  i 
for  a  grosse  of  trencbers,  and  vjf/.  for  x  dosen  spones. 

Jobn  Dyn  again  elected  alderman,  and  bis  account  for 
1537  includes  ij.s.  paid  to  Jobn  Manning,  smytb,  for  a 
trefoote  and  a  pott  liooke,  petit  allocari  de  iu}(L  datis  in 
reward  to  Tbonias  Dowsyng  emcndyng  tbe  bey  wey  at 
bayett  by  11. 

Tlie  comjDotus  for  1538  is  tlie  last  year  in  wbicb  any 
sums  are  accounted  for  as  received  for  interest,  amounting 
to  16s.  4(/.  Tlie  rents  received  were  Gs.  I  give  tbe  pay- 
ments for  tbat  year  in  tbeir  entirety. 

In  primis  soluta  iiijs.  iiij'/.  pro  certitudine  bujus  gilde. 

Item  jr/.  in  oblacone  in  secunda  die  ad  missani. 

Item  iijc/.  data  in  elemosinas  ad  lazaros. 

Item  iijs.  pro  invencoe  luminis. 

Item  xxijf/.  j^ro  xij  new  pewter  salts. 


Item  xjc/.  ob.  q.  [llff/.]  pro  redditu  aulte  et  j  acr  tre 
raanerio  de  Cromwells. 
Item  iiijV.  manerio  de  Grishaugli  in  redditu. 
Item  vj(/.  eodem  manerio  in  redditu. 
Item  ij.s.  iiijV/.  manefagis  frm  et  soror^  in  dnica. 
Item  iiijd.  ^sbifo  dicenti  vestas. 
Item  ijV/.  Andree  Kerby  in  mcede. 
Item  iyl.  Jobanni  Moore  pconi  in  mcede. 
Item  xijV.  scripcoe  buis  compotat. 

Sm^.  xvs.  iijV/.  ob.  q^. 

De  repac. 

In  p  paid  viij.5.  for  v  loods  of  strawe      tbe  cariage. 
It.  paid  iiij.s.  viyL  to  Bartboloniew  Dey  tbakkyng  by 
viij  days  &  a  lialf      bis  bord. 
It.  paid  ijs.  xd.  to  a  laborer  seruing  bym  ye  same  days 
bis  bord.    Sm^  x"^.  Yd. 

It.  payd  viijV/.  for  tbe  taxe  of  our  sufferen  lord  Kyng. 

It.  payd  ijs.  \u]d.  gevyn  in  almes  to  ye  ffrers. 

It.  paid  iiijs.  YiyL  gevyn  in  almes  at  iij  obyts  kept. 

It.  paid  xxjc/.  in  almes  tbe  ^londa}'. 

It.  paid  vj.s.  viijf/.  deliiid  to  tbe  almesmen. 

Sm''  total  omi  solut  xlvijs.  ob.  qii  [id.~\ 
And  so  tbe  receyts  excedo  tbe  payments  ijs.  ob.  wberof  tbe 
seid  aid  asketbe  to  be  alowed  of  Yujd.  paid  for  ye  brekfast 
of  tbe  bretbern  in  tbe  monday,  and  also  asketbe  to  be  alo^yed 
of  xijr/.  gevyn  in  reward  to  tbe  ffestmakers,  and  also  of  j(/. 
gevyn  in  reward  to  a  minstrall.  Sm^  of  alowans  xxjr?'.,  and 
so  restetb  to  tbe  use  of  tbe  Gild  iij(/.  ob.  rcmaynyng  in  tbe 
bands  of  tbe  Aid. 

Tbe  Compotus  of  1539  contains  but  few  entries,  amongst 
tbe  payments  are  : — 

ij.s.  ix(/.  for  tbe  brekfast  of  tbe  bretliers  &  sustcrs. 
i'yl.  in  expens  upon  ll3aigars. 
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And  there  are  a  few  entries  in  an  account  of  Jolin  Dyno 
(wlio  it  appears  liad  continued  alderman)  in  the  year  1514, 
including — 

Item  payd  to  ye  syke  folke  .... 
Item  rec.  of  Thomas  Coulter  &  Wyftm  Wod- 

koke  buttleres  of  ye  sayd  gyld  .  .  .  iiij,s.  iuyl. 
Item  paid  for  the  st  of  ye  gyllde  of  ye  trenyte 

in  sponer  rowe  to  ye  vycker  .  .  .  iiij//. 
Item  paid  for  ye  brekefaste  of  ye  seyde  gyld  to 

Steven  Wardn     .       .       .       .       .       .     iiijs.  iiij7. 

The  entries  in  this  book,  containing  twenty-four  foolscap 
sheets,  or  ninety-six  pages,  are  in  the  same  hand  as  the 
others,  but  the  water-mark  of  the  paper  is  distinct,  viz.,  a 
kind  of  standard. 


€\}t  Exanmtiom  of  tlje  ^tlKc  of  9111  Saints 

from  1501,  for  thirty-eight  years,  are  contained  in  a  parch- 
ment-covered book  of  forty-eight  leaves,  of  which  the  last 
ten  (the  last  of  all  excepted)  have  not  been  used.  They 
have  all  the  water-mark  of  the  hand  and  star. 

Noia  fratrum  1  soro^  Gilde  OiTii  Sco^  Anno  Dni  millesimo 
ccccc™''  secundo  et  anno  regni  Regis  henrici  septimi  decimo 
octauo. 

There  are  forty-two  names,  including  those  of  Maistcr 
Robt.  Irby,  vicar,  Syr  Thorns  Delys,^  and  two  females ;  but 
to  twenty-nine  the  words  ''T.  vx^  eius"  are  added,  making 
the  total  number  of  members  seventy-one.  Against  most 
of  these  an  "m"  is  prefixed,  to  signify  the  death.  "  Ao.  dni 
m^ccccc""  secundo,"  four  names  added,  with  one  wiie.  In 
1503,  one  only,  Johanna  Curson.  In  1504,  Dompnus  Jacobus 
Curson,  and  three  others.    In  1505,  five  names,  including 

2  Also  Will  Blythe,  John  Curson,  Thomas  Blythe,  John  Davy,  Thomas 
Dowsynge. 
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Dompnus  Thorns  Grcshm,  Dompniis  AVillms  Bury,  Robord 
roo,  mawtegore.  In  1507,  two  men  and  their  wives  and 
two  other  females.  In  1508,  four.  In  1510,  Dhs  Thorns 
Porter,  vicar%  Frater  "VVillms  horncreyk,  and  five  others, 
with  John  Kett.  In  1511,  ten  new  members,  of  whom  six 
were  wives  of  old  members,  Dompn^  Johes  Henghm,  Dompn^ 
Thom^  Osmud.  In  1512,  four,  of  whom  one  from  Kenyng- 
hale.  1513,  one.  1514,  Johes  Drye,  vie,  Ricus  Ilowse, 
Johes  Kett,  and  others.  151 G,  Fra?  robt  Wyndhous,  and 
others.  1517,  three  married  and  one  single  woman.  1518, 
nine  names,  consisting  of  two  men  and  their  wives,  two 
widows,  David  Flowredew,  Fra?  August,  F.  Eohts  Ryng, 
Bfis  Rohts  Fresdik.    1519,  six. 

These  occupy  the  two  first  pages,  and  the  list  is  continued 
on  the  last  page  of  the  book. 

Compotus  Ricardi  Denton,  Alderman'  Gilde  OmT  Sco? 
Anno  drli  miftimo  ccccc"'°  prime. 

De  recepconibus  ho  Ao, 
In  primis  iij.§.  iiijc/.  rec.  of  ye  legat  [legacy]  of  Kateryn 
Botyld. 

Et  de  xxd.  rec.  of  ye  legate  of  Agnes  Brecse. 

Et  de  xiiji*.  vijc/.  rec.  of  drynkynge  made  be  Thom^ 
Hendry  and  Thomas  Dobbys.  Et  de  ijs.  viijV/.  rec.  of 
Robert  Newman  for  hows  Ferme  [house  rent]  ye  yer  paste. 

Sm^.  xxjs.  iijcf. 

Itm.  de  increment^  ho  Ao. 
In  pmis  iiijr/.  rec.  de  Jacobo  Frosdyke  p  incr'  de  iij.?.  iiij(/., 
Willm.  Blythe  pleg.  Et  de  viij(/.  rec.  de  Withno  Levald  p 
incr'  de  vjs.  viijV/.,  John  Dunthorn  pleg.  Et  de  viijV/.  rec' 
de  AYiltmo  Blythe  p  incr'  vj.s.  viii(/.,  Jamys  Frosdyke  pK 
Et  de  iiijf/.  rec'  de  Johe  Sawerd  p  incr'  iij.s\  iiijr/.,  AYillm. 
Lebald  pt.    Et  de  iiijV/.  rec'  de  Johe  Curson  p  incr'  iijs.  iiijV/., 


258 

Willms.  Payn  pt.  Et  de  Yiijd.  rec'  de-Willmo.  Payn  p 
incr'  vj.s.  viijt/.,  John  Curson  pt. 

Sm^.  incr'  hoc  Ao.  iijs.  Sni^.  total  recept'  xxiiijs. 

Inde  resoluta  ut  patet  in  pcellis  postea. 

In  pmis  iiijs.  paide  to  maister  Yycar  for  ye  certen  of  yo 
Gylde. 

Et  de  ijs.  paide  to  Robt.  Kewman  for  fyndynge  of  yo 
lyght  ye  yer  past. 

Et  de  iijc/.  paide  in  Elmes  to  ye  sjlie  men. 

Et  de  yl.  paide  in  ofterynge  ye  secunde  day. 

Et  de  j(/.  paide  for  papyr, 

Et  de  xvjf/.  paide  to  ye  mynstrell. 

Et  de  vjf/.  paide  for  ^Yrytynge  of  y^  accompt. 

Et  de  Yujd.  paide  in  rewarde  to  ye  holders. 

Et  de  iiijc/.  paide  for  rent  to  ye  Baile  of  ye  Fryres. 

Et  de  ij(/.  paide  to  maister  Knyvett's  Baile  for  rent  of  n. 
purpris.^ 

Sm*^.  ixs.  V(/. 

De  repaconib)  ho  Ao. 

In  pmis  ijs.  vj(/.  p'^  to  liary  Soman  for  vj  C  strawe. 
Et  de  xviij(/.  p"'  to  feldc  ye  Thaxtcr  for  thackynge  bo 
vj  dies. 

Et  de  xijc^.  p'^  to  his  server  be  vj  daies. 
Et  de  xviijc/.  p^  for  boordyng  of  ye  seid  Thaxter  &  liiu 
man  be  vj  daies.  Sm''.  vj.s.  \yl. 

Sm  total  solut.  xvs.  \yl, 

Et  sic  recept^  excedunt  solut  ho  Ao.  vij.s.  iiijc/. 

M'^  that  Johis  Baxster  bathe  gevyn  a  chetel  [kettle]  to 
ye  Gylde  to  be  dyscharged  of  ye  holdynge  of  ye  seid  Gylde. 

3  A  purprestarc,  originully  an  encroachment. 
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Eleccio  liuiiis  Gylde. 
[Names  of  twelve  members,] 
Aid.  Ric  Denton. 

Puruiores,  Willms  Kyne  [?]  Gregory  Calyor. 

1502,  18tli  Henry  VII. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  were,  besides 
the  Alderman,  Bidellus,  Thorn  Blythe ;  Ciistos  litni^.  Eoht. 
Newman  ;  Pu'iores,  Thorns.  Foster,  Robtus  Caly  ;  Vcxillator, 
Thoms.  Walter;  CoUectores,  Robtus  Newman,  Thorns. 
Sponer. 

1503,  19th  Henry  YII. 

The  receipts  include  \s.  viijr/.  rec.  de  Potacone  fact,  p 
Piicu  Deynes  et  vx'  ei'  T:  vcsJ  Tho^  Jeffrey,  T,  viijs.  ]d.  ob. 
rcc.  de  Potacone  p  Thoma  Godffrey  T:  ux'  eis  T;  ux^  Jacobi 
Petyt.  And  the  payments,  "ij(/.  solut  for  holdynge  of  the 
Torchys  in  ij"^  die,"  and  yl.  "in  a  rewarde  for  berjmge  of 
the  Baner." 

There  was  a  surplus  in  the  funds,  which  was  put  out  as 
follows :  M''.  that  the  Alderman  hathe  delyverd  to  Ric'^ 
Payne  iij^'.  iiijV''.  ad  incrementum,  Ric  Denton  pleg.  Itm. 
dclyvcred  to  Wiseman  to  ineres  xij^/.  Ric  Denton  plcg'°. 

1501,  20th  Henry  VII. 

Rcc^    iiijfi.  rec.  de  arrerag  voc.  Obite  money  ho  Ao. 
Paym*^    iyl.  in  oblacone  in  pma     secunda  die. 

iijc/.  dat  ad  leprosos  in  Elemosina. 

\\]d.  solut*  for  mercy ment. 

iiij(/.  pd.  for  a  mece  of  mete  to  John  Saaer 
beyng  in  poverte. 
After  electing  the  Alderman,  two  Purveyors,  two  Col- 
lectors, the  Bedellus,  the  Candelberer,  and  the  Vexillator, 
two  others  are  named  "  for  yc  Derige." 

"  Also  it  is  ordejaied  be  ye  seid  Eleccon  y*  euy  brother 
and  sustyr  in  tyme  to  come  xal  pay  an  ob.  to  ye  almes  to 
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be  paide  at  ye  Gilde  day.     Also  Willm.  Ely  the  luUhe 

grunted  to  ye  Gilde  a  Biissliell  of  malte  to  a  drynkyngo. 

1505,  21st  Henry  y  11. 

M<^.  of  iiijs.  in  man  Jotiis  Curson  &  Johis  Cotynghm  for 
to  kepe  ye  costs  of  ye  Dirige  in  ij  die. 

Itm.  iij.9.  viijd  rec.  de  potacone  facta  ex  done  Dni  Thome 
Dalys  T:  Thome  Dowsyng.  Itm.  iiij?.  rec.  de  potacone  fuel, 
ex  dono  Wittmi  Freymond  %  Symonis  Mannyng. 

Besides  the  usual  payment  of  "xijc/.  ministrallo  pro  8uo 
salario,"  ijc/.  solut.  to  ye  wayte  for  a  rewarde."  Itm.  iji/. 
soluta  to  the  sextens  for  a  rewarde." 

Richard  Denton,  who  up  to  this  time  had  been  yearly 
elected  Alderman,  had  got  into  arrear  in  his  account. 

M'^.  that  Richarde  Denton  ow*^  to  ye  Gilde  for  ye  detto 
of  Wittm  Wy soman  [for  whom  he  had  become  surety]  v#. 
Itm.  de  arreragio  yltimi  sui  compoti  iijs.  ob.  Itm.  ])ro 
ingressu  in  Gild  Jacobi  Peyntor  Johanne  ux'is  iij^\  u\yl. 
Itm.  ex  parte  legat  Withni  Dymaii  iiij^/.  Summa  xj.s'.  ynyi 
In  his  stead  they  elected  Alderman^  Dompn^  Jacob)  Curboii 
%  puruior  festi  et  Jocob)  Peynto''  similiter  puruior. 

1506,  22nd  Henry  VII. 

This  is  the  compotus  of  "  Dompni  Jacobi  Curson,  Alder- 
man in  Gilde  Omi  Sco§  in  Wymondham,"  who  accounts  for 
6s.  4:d.,  the  balance  of  the  last  account.  Siu^.  de  catidhs, 
cum  6s.  8d.  and  3s.  4(1.  in  the  hands  of  persons  named, 
xxxiijs.  iiijf/.  He  also  accounts  for  15s.  S^e/.  received  from 
three  drinkings,  one  of  them  being  viijs.  de  potacone  facta 
p  dompnu  Jacobii  Curson  1  Johanna  Curson.  And  Ik 
received  3s.  4(/.  in  part  payment  of  Pichd.  Denton's  debt, 
the  total  receipts  being  £1.  7s.  3|t/. 

The  ordinary  payments  were  for  the  same  purposes  as  last 
year  ;  three  extracted  items  being  thus  entered  : — ''Et  do  ijii, 
solut  ministrallo  ho  Ao. ;  et  de  iyL  dat  ad  aliu  ministrallu, 
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ct  de  ijd.  dat  ad  sacristos  pro  regardis;  total,  9s.  llhf  The 
bill  for  repairs  is  referred  to  as  entered  elsewhere,  and 
amounting  to  £1.  5-9.  2^d.  The  payments,  therefore,  exceeded 
the  receipts ;  and  there  was  a  balance  left  due  to  the 
alderman. 

Two  of  the  office-bearers  elected  are  styled  Collectores 
pro  le  Dirige  in  ij  die;"  and  two  others,  Collect  pro 
Potaconibus." 

a  yt  Robt.  Newma,  gante  on  to  ye  gyld  of  All  ye 
Seyntys  my  spetys  &  kaberns  af¥  my  dyssesse." 

Three  members,  who  each  held  in  their  hands  2s.,  are  "  to 
kepe  ye  costs  of  dirige  the  next  yer  folowyng  w*  ye  encres 
of  ye  same." 

1507,  23rd  Henry  VII. 

Compotus  Dompni  Jacobi  Curson,  Monachi,  alderman,  e^c. 

Imp^  iijs.  viijc/.  rcc.  de  Potacone  fact,  p  Dompn  Willim 
Bery,  Dompiii  Thoma  Greshin,  et  Matildam  Ch alley. 

'*  Itm.  ijs.  xd.  r'  de  potacone  fact,  p  Eobtum  Hoo  1: 
Margaret  Denton." 

"Undo  resoluta  vijs.  vjc/.  ob.  p''  to  Dawn^  Janiys  Curson 
owyng  on  to  hyni  of  debbte  as  it  apperyth  in  ye  counte  the 
yer  paste." 

xij(/.  Soluta  Thome  Bylawe  minstrello. 

1508,  24th  Henry  YIT. 

Compotus  Thome  Dalys,  Capellani,  aldermanni,  &c. 
Itm.  solut.  p  dimid  conibi  Brasij  ad  potacoem  xijV/. 
Itm.  solut.  mimo  huis  Gilde  in  A°.  ultio  ptcrito  iijd. 
Itm.  solut.  mimo  hoc  A'',  xijd. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  besides  the 
Aldermen,  are  styled  Provisores,  Collectores,  Dispcnsatorcs, 
Preconem,  Yexillator,  and  Custodem  luis,  Thoma  Foster  seri 
p  a°  scqu  &  habit  p  labore  xxd. 

*  This  is  an  unusual  form  of  contraction  for  Bomlniis,  Lut  the  more 
contracted  form  Don  was  not  uncommon. 
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1509,  1st  Hemy  VIII. 
In  p  solut  iij.s.  yiijf/.  to  Robt.  Godfrey  for  dawbyiig  our 
stabyll. 

It.  solut.  yl.  in  espens.  at  lieyeryng  tbe  seyd  dawbcr. 
It.  solut.  xijr/.  to  Jamys  Peynton  for  splents. 
It.  solut.  ijc/.  for  carying  of  ye  seid  splents. 
It.  solut.  xjV/.  to  harry  Soman  for  casting  &  carying  of  iiij 
loods  of  cley. 

It.  solut.  iiijf/.  to  ye  said  harry  for  casting  &  carying  of  ij 
loods  of  sonde. 

It.  solut.  xvjf/.  to  Thorns  Godfrey  for  ij  Groundsyllys. 

It.  solut.  xij(/.  to  Robt.  Dey  for  werkyng  by  ij  days  w'  liv* 
bord. 

It.  solut.  \yL  for  hempe  to  bynde  w*^  splents. 

It.  solut.  xd.  for  a  quarter  of  lyme      ye  caryage. 

It.  solut. xijc/.  to  J ohn  lovyk  for  aC  &  a  quater  of  Brykk  Tvli*. 

It.  solut.  V(/.  for  a  combe  of  lyme  w*^  ye  caryage. 

It.  solut.  iiijc/.  for  strawe  to  yc  cleye. 

It.  solut.  xiyl.  to  John  Godfrey  for  werkyng  by  ij  days  w' 
hys  bord. 

It.  solut.  id.  for  eraendyng  a  gate. 

It.  solut.  uyl.  for  castyng  of  a  chambyr  stoofe. 

It.  solut.  \jd.  for  castyng  and  carying  of  a  lood  of  sonde. 

It.  solut.  xviijf/.  for  storying  of  a  wclle  &  emendyng  of  yu 
same. 

It.  solut.  xd.  for  emendyng  of  ye  chymny  in  ye  hallo. 
De  expens — yl  in  oblacone  in  ij^  die  in  Ecciia. 

ii'y/.  in  oblacone  p  trib}  obit.    iij^^.  in  misericordia. 

The  disbursements  were  now  yearly  exceeding  the  income. 
After   entering  the  election   of   ollicers  for   the  year 
following  : — 

Mm.  lice  est  conuencio  inter  banc  Eleccoem  1:  Jolicin 
Colyour  q^  ad  firma  dimisernt  mansionc  sua  pfato  Johi  a  dut 
huius  Elocois  usq3  ad  ftm  oim  sco?;  q  crit  in  A°  Dhi  niillinio 
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qiiingesitesi"  x™°  et  solue?  vel  solu  faciet  pfato  Alclermanno 
»1  Gilde  xiiijs.  viiijc/.  ad  ffm  jimeiicois  see  cruc  pxim  futur 
post  dat  liuis  Eleccois  xvjr/.  et  ad  fFm  oim  sco^  tuc  p  im  sequ 
liijs.  viij(f.  in  plenu  solut. 

Ilec  est  Inuentoria  fact  in  Anno  Dni  raillimo  quigentesi" 
Dono  et  regni  Regis  henrici  octaui  j5mo  de  oib)  vtensiliis  liiiis 
Oilde  d  oim  sco^. 

In  pis  a  ffiilte  tabyll  ex  dono  Johis  Swete. 

It.  a  pleyn  tabyll. 

It.  ij  fFormys. 

It.  ij  stolys  lying  up  on  stulpis. 
It.  a  cawdern      a  byle  ex  dono  Jobis  Baxter. 
It.  a   Brassepott   continens  v  lagen  ex   dono  Jobanne 
Skynner. 

It.  ij  prykket  candelstyks  of  latyne. 
It.  xij  platers  of  pewter. 
It.  xxv  disbj'^s  of  pewter. 
It.  xvij  dawsers  of  pewter. 

[Tbe  four  preceding  were  afterwards  struck  tbrougb  witli 
4).  pen.] 

•  It.  a  forme  ex  dono  Jobue  Tyndebyve. 

It.  a  laten  candylstyk  ex  dono  Agnctis  Leman. 

It.  a  brodo  laten  basen  [and  a  candylstyk]  of  tbe  gyfte  of 
Wyltm  Lebald. 

Tboraas  Dalys  bad  been  re-elected  Alderman  for  tbe  next 
year,  but  bis  name  is  not  mentioned  in  tbe  account  wbicb  is 
beaded  "  Compotus  Gilde  oim  sco^  in  anno  Dni  millcsi" 
cccccxj*' ;  and  tbe  first  entry  is  of  tbe  names  of  tbose 
present  as  "Eleccio,"  wbo  ''eligefnt  in  offic  Aldermanni 
Jacobii  frosdyk  vndyr  tbys  condycion  yfF  tbe  dey  or  tbe 
corse  of  kepyng  come  a  boute  ye  said  Gyd.  xall  baue  vjs. 
viijrf." 

Tbe  receipts  include  "  of  Job  Colyo^'  for  ferme  of  ye 
Gyldeball  xiij.9.  iu}d.,"  "of  a  drynkyng  made  by  sondry 
Brotben  iiij.s.  iiijr/.'' 

VOL.   IX.]  T 
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Amongst  the  payments  : — 

To  ye  mynstrell  for  suying  of  ye  gyld  ijs. 

Payd  to  Willm.  Tetyssale  for  fynding  ye  lytli  vpon  yo  pk« 

Payd  to  a  pore  man  of  Tlietford  in  almes  jd. 

Payd  in  offeryng  at  iiij  obytts  on  ye  gylde  rauday  uyl. 

To  Pobt.  Jefiery  ij  sonys,  for  syngyng  ijd. 

To  ye  mynstrells  for  gyffs  of  songys  of  ye  brethern  i'yl. 

To  Thorns  l^ylowe  for  goyng  to  Chyrche      ye  gyld  myi 

Payd  for  makyng  of  iij  torchys  vs. 

It.  payd  for  takyng  up  of  ye  lond  to  ye  fryers  iiij«. 
iiijrt'. 

It.  payd  for  ye  dyryge  at  ye  gylde  day  xiiijc/. 
It.  payd  off  ye  det  of  ye  yer  last  past  vijc/. 

1512,  4th  Henry  VIII. 

It.  rec.  iijs.  iiijr/.  of  ye  elraes  gderyd  on  ye  day  ye  dyryge 
was  kepte. 

It.  rec.  xijV/.  de  Edmfido  Glover  ppt  fFasciculos  domi  sell 
[illegible]. 

It.  rec.  vij.s.  jd.  de  potacoe  fact  p  Johem  Hengham 
monachu  1  Johem  Gall.  It.  rec.  \s.  iu]d.  de  potacoe  fact, 
p  fatrc  Ilorencrek  T:  Johem  Ket.    Total  receipts,  £2.  76'.  10(/. 

Solucones  de  expensis  : — 

It.  inpmis  vs.  iiijrt'.  payd  at  ye  dyryge  in  Chyrche  kept  for 
all  3^e  brothyrs  &  systers.' 

It.  solut.  viijV.  jn  capicensu  ^  dni  Pegs  Henrici  octaui. 

The  items  of  payments  under  the  head  "de  Peparacoiiib)" 
are  ver}^  numerous  this  year,  in  which  it  would  seem  the 
Gild  house  was  rebuilt. 

It.  solut.  ijr/.  to  Thoms.  Foste  for  werkyng  by  a  daye  in 
takjmg  down  ye  old  howse. 

It.  solut.  jd.  bent  vpon  ye  sylle  at  ye  howse  reyseng. 

^  Head  money,  or  poll  tax. 
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It.  solut.  ij.5.  iiijW.  ob.  to  Richerd  Aldman  for  tliachyng 
v])on  ye  howse  by  ix  days  &  a  half.  It.  solut.  x.ixd.  for 
bordyng  of  ye  said  Ricberd.  Leaving  the  Gild  in'  debt  to  tbe 
Alderman  34s.  8c/. 

Although  James  Frosdyk  was  re- chosen  alderman,  the 
compotus  of  the  next  year,  1513,  5th  Henry  YIII.,  is  described 
as  that  of  Jacohi  Poyntr.^  alderman,  &c. 

The  payments  mention  s\\yL  to  ye  taske  of  ye  kyng;  xyjo?. 
for  makyng  of  a  torche. 

1514. 

The  alderman  is  named  again  as  Jacob  Frosdyk  alias 
Pepitor  [or  Poyntour.] 

The  payments  contain — \iijd.  for  ye  taske  of  ye  halle. 

iiiyl.  in  expens  at  ye  lattyng  of  ye  mansyon. 

i]d.  in  rewarde  to  a  strawenge  mynstrell  [a  frequent 
payment]. 

ijs.  to  ye  dyryge  rec.  of  Jone  Curson. 

iiijV.  for  mkyng  of  yo  in  dento*". 

1515,  7th  Henry  YIII. 

In  p^  rec.  xxvjs.  viijc/.  de  Johne  Colyo''  p  fir™  mansion,  an 
increase  of  rent  from  136\  -kl. 

It.  rec.  xij(/^.  de  roo  howse.    [Qy.  noo  or  new]. 

The  expenses  of  repairs  to  the  house  are  this  year 
continued  principally  for  timber,  clay,  and  straw. 

Also  jV/.  in  oblacyon  on  ye  Gryld  munday. 
jd.  for  ij  yrons  for  ye  candylstyk. 

1516,  8th  Henry  YIII. 

The  alderman   called  "Jacobus  Frosdyk,"  again,  who 
accounts  for  4s.  and  7s.  received  of  "drynkyngs." 
It.  rec.  vij(/.  oh'ior  pewfer  lattyn  to  drynkyngs. 

6  llu  had  once  before  been  designated  "  Frosdyke  alias  Poyntcr." 
T  2 
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1517,  9tli  Henry  VIIL 
4.S'.  8d.  for  ttree  legacies. 

Paid  iijs.  for  fyndyng  of  ye  lyght  oA  ye  candilstyk. 
There  is  a  further  expenditure  for  repairs,  to  the  gi\U^, 
the  well,  and  to  ye  goter  [gutter]  in  ye  Bakhows. 

1518. 

Rec.  viijs.  ijd.  de  potacoe  fact  p  Ffem  Wyndhows  1 
ux'em  Johis  Tye. 

xijr/.  p  ingressu  Agnetis  Archerd,  vidue. 
Payd  iijV.  to  the  ryngens. 

Payd  iiijc/.  to  a  fryer  att  the  syngyng  of  hys  messe. 
1519. 

Paid  iijs.  i]d.  for  ffyndyng  of  ye  lyght  before  All  Sejmts. 
Paid  jd.  to  Tytsale  emendyng  the  Greys  [steps  ?] 

1520. 

It.  paid  iijs.  for  the  kervyng  and  the  gildenge  of  tlie 
candilstik. 

It.  paid  ijs.  viijV.  to  Thome  Sterlyng  for  makeng  ij 
candilstikks. 

It.  jDayd  Yu^d.  for  the  poyntyng  of  the  seyd  candilstikks. 

It.  paid  xiiijd.  oh.  for  a  li.  &  a  di.  of  waxe      the  makyng, 

There  was  a  balance  at  the  close  in  the  hands  of  the 
alderman,  and  vij.s.  iiij(/.  in  the  hands  of  John  Kensy  and 
John  Machen  to  bye  pewter. 

Jacobus  Frosdik  at  Peynto*"  had  been  re-elected  for  1521, 
but  the  compotus  is  of  "  Robti  Frosdik,  Capellani,  Alder- 
man Fraternitatis  Oim  Sco^,"  &c.,  who  appears  to  have 
been  elected  on  the  gild  day.  The  collectores,  John  Koiisy 
and  John  Machen  are  said  to  hold  '^iijs.  Yd.  ad  erogand' 
elemosinas." 

The  disbursements  include  further  small  repairs,  such  as — 

ijd.  for  brykks  to  amend  the  herthes. 

ijs.  viijr/.  ob.  to  John  Fischpole  by  v  days. 
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iijs.  to  him  for  casting,  whytyng,  and  redyng  the  hall. 
xijd.  for  red  oker  to  the  hall. 

ijd.  for  making  clen  bothe  howses  after  the  masons. 
iijd.  for  a  pownse  to  make      the  pewter, 
ij^^.  to  John  harrold  for  ryngyng. 

1522. 

Rec  iiijs.  de  Stephno  Yerdon  p  duis  vtenS. 

Payd  i^d.  in  oblacon  the  sonday  &  mudaye. 

viij^/.  for  a  dede  makyng  &  drynke  at  ye  state  takyng. 

xj(/.  ob.  for  a  li.  of  waxe  &  makyng. 

iijt/.  to  John  Kensy  for  hys  costs  at  ye  markett  corte 
by  ij  days. 

iij<f.  to  John  Machyn  for  hys  costs  of  ye  market  corte 
by  ij  days. 

[They  were  the    collectores  elemosine."] 
vj(^.  to  the  alderman  for  hys  costs  iij  corte  days. 
ijW.  to  mother  Seman  for  hyr  mete. 
ijV.  to  rowse  for  hys  expense  at  ye  market  corte. 
-^    vjd  ob.  for  iiij  skor  brykks. 

id.  for  ye  streynyg  [distraining]  of  Stephyn  Verdon  [the 
late  tenant  of  the  gild  house,  for  unpaid  rent.] 
ijf/.  for  ye  plcynt  enteryng. 
ij(/.  for  ye  queste  siimyng  [summoning.] 
iiijr/.  for  the  jugemct  of  ye  corte. 
yl.  for  the  messe  peny  of  Jone  Tynwhyte. 
iijd.  for  the  caryeng  a  wey  ye  fylthe  of  ye  strete. 
iijs.  viij<f.  for  newe  pewter. 

[Intermixed  with  payments  for  repairs,  chiefly  to  the 
stable  and  gates.] 

Thys  is  the  Inuetory  of  the  Pewter  of  the  gyld  : — 

Fyrste  xxxvj*^  platers  of   pewter.    [The  first  x  added 
afterwards.] 

It.  XXXV  [marked  out  with  pen,  and  ''v  dussen  "  written 
over]  dysches  of  pewter. 
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It.  xij  sawsers  of  pewter. 
It.  ij  rakks  to  toste 
It.  ij  long  spets. 

It.  a  fFalt  Tabyll  in  the  hall.  .  ' 

It.  ij  stoles  lyeng  on  stulpes. 
It.  a  pleyn  Tabyll. 
It.  ij  fFormes. 

It.  a  cawdern      a  byle.  • 
It.  a  brasse  pott. 

It.  a  laten  basen  of  the  gyfte  of  Willm  lebald. 

[The  following  apparently  added  from  time  to  time. 

It.  at  ye  disposycon  of  John  Kensy  ye  yong^  iij  tupyl 
clothys  ye  to  wone  of  v  yardes  &  di,  and  ye  tothyr  tweyn  of 
V  yardes  a  peso. 

It.  a  new  salt  w^  a  cover. 

It.  X  new  salts  w^owt  covers. 

It.  ij  new  spets  of  yron. 

It.  a  Garnische  of  newe  pewter. 

It.  vij  dussen  Trenchers. 

It.  vij  dys  [dysen  or  dosen]  sponys. 

1523. 

Rec.  xijc/.  ob.  de  Johe  Machyn  for  lattyng  of  the  pewter. 
Paid  ij(/.  to  a  pore  pryste  on  the  gild  mudays. 

iiijf/.  to  the  sextens  for  ryngyng  at  dirige  by  ij  ycrs. 

ijs,  vjc/.  att  ij  kepyngs  for  Isabell  Ilikks  &  Agues 
Soman. 

ij.9.  to  the  kyng  of  presto  money. 
xx(/.  to  John  Kensy  for  stolyng  of    the  botryc 
[buttery] . 

1524. 

Kec.  xviijt/.  for  the  latage  [letting]  ^of  the  pewter. 
Pd.  iijc/.  for  medyng  of  the  baner     to  ye  bedell. 


2()0 
1525. 

Pd.  ijs.  iiyL  for  stagyiis  for  the  pore  folks  w*  tlie  candell. 

xyl.  for  a  li.  of  waxe  &  a  cjrter  w*  the  makyng. 

xixs.  ixd.  for  a  garnyshe  of  Pewter  &  an  odd  dysclie. 
[There  is  a  change  in  the  handwriting  towards  the  end  of 
the  account,  and  the  alderman  elected  is  John  Kensy,  jun.] 

1526,  18th  Henry  VIII. 

Rec.  iiij.9.  ex  dimissione  le  pewtor  vessell. 

Paid  iij.^.       for  xj  new  salts  bowt  to  the  gyld. 
YS.  to  John  ITeyns  for  ij  new  spets. 

[After  the  election  of  officers  for  the  next  year]  : — 

M''.  that  Kobt.  Rynge  hathe  made  hys  fFyn  for  the  ffest 
makeyng  for  ye  sm  iiij-s.  to  be  payd  xijrf.  quarterly  tyll  the 
seid  iiij.s.  be  payd  to  the  use  of  thys  gyld. 

Item  that  S""  Jolm  Sygar  is  receyvid  a  brother  of  this 
Gild  and  the  seid  S'  John  Sygar  gunteth  to  pay  to  the  use 
of  this  gyld  xd.  quarterly  till  3'e  sm  of  iij-s.  iuyl.  bo  paid, 
80  that  herafter  he  shall  not  be  charchyd  w"-  no  otfyce 
beloiigyng  to  this  gyld. 

1527. 

Eec  iiijs.  de  Johe  Rynge  in  plena  solut  p  fine  offi' 
puisoris  conuivij.  It.  rec.  iijs.  iuyi.  de  dno  Johe  Sygar  in 
plena  solut  p  eodem. 

Paid  vj-9.  viijr/.  to  Thorns  Petyte  in  a  reward  to  here  the 
ffest  thys  yer  in  the  stede  of  Richard  jMartyn  [who  had 
been  chosen  one  of  the  purveyors  at  the  last  election.] 
And  so  that  the  seid  Thoms.  Petyte  [an  error  for  R.  Martynr'] 
shalbe  dischargyd  of  the  ffest  kepyng  for  this  tyme. 
Paid  ijs.  yl.  for  the  light  ffyndyng  vpon  the  perk. 

yjd.  for  wax  to  the  light  of  thys  Gyld  w^  the  makyng 

of  the  same, 
iijs.  yl.  for  xj  new  salts  bowt  for  the  gyld. 
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1528. 

HcG.  iijs.  iiijJ.  ex  legat  Jacobi  Frosdyk. 
Paid  iij.s.  yyl.  for  tlie  obits  of  Dame  [s/c]  Wittm  Bury, 
Jone  rowse,  &  Margaret  Sawer. 
to  hewe  leveriche  for  a  Garnyslie  of  Pewter  xxiijs. 
to  J ohn  lieynes  for  a  bonde  to  ye  grett  cbetill  [kettlt?] 

&  ij  Grys  xxr/. 
to  Pobt.  Drake  sving  the  rigger  [tliatclier?]  ])y 
a  day  w*^  mete  &  drynk  iij^/. 
M*^.  tliat  John  Cotinghm  hath  pmysed  to  the  Eleccon  to 
be  discharged  for  ever  of  the  Fest  holding  ys.  to  be  paid  at 
the  next  gild  xxd.  and  so  yerly  at  ye  gild  day  till  the  soid 
vs.  be  full  paid. 

1529. 

Pec.  iu]d.  de  obit^  Pot5ti  CI  ere  T:  Edwarde  Knyvett, 
militu  p  Ifiie  Gilde. 

Eleccio  p  aldmanno,  Thom^  Sendell,  also  one  of  tlio 
puisores  convivii.    The  collectores  also  "Custodes  vasoniiu." 

1530,  22nd  Henry  VIII. 

Pec.  ij.5.  \iiyl.  de  Willmo  Powse  et  Stepho  Vardon,  col- 
lectorib}  huis  Gilde,  eisdem  delihat  ad  compot  vlt  Johis 
Kensy  ut  ihm  patet. 

It.  rec.  ij.s'.  wd.  m°.  collect  in  pecuniis  elemosine. 

It.  rec.  iViid.  in  restitucoe  of  j  le  pewter  saler  pdct. 

Soluta  iiijf/.  dat  Johi  Dewe  wayt  mcede. 

Solut      dat  pconi  isti^  gilde. 

The  sum  total  of  receipts  for  the  year  was  Ixs.  xd.,  the 
payments,  xxjs.  \d.  ;  and  ijs.  xnyl.  were  delivered  to  tlio 
collectors  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  balance,  xxxjs.  ix(/., 
handed  over  to  Mr.  John  Drye,  elected  alderman  for  the 
following  year,  "  et  sic  clcus  Thorns  Sendell  exoSat  et  quiet* 
recessit  ab  hoc  compote." 

Compotus  Mri  Johis  Drye  Aldermanni  Gilde  oim  sco^ 
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facta  die  lune  pxme  post  ffm  om  Sco^  anno  Dni  millimo 
quingen'"*^  tricesinio  pmo  [1531]  et  regni  Reg^  Henrici 
octaui  vicesirno  tercio. 

Eec.  ijs.  viijr/.  de  Wiftmo  House  T:  Wiitmo  Garrard  de 
pecuniis  sibi  ?dit  ad  expendend  in  obitib}  anno  pcedente. 

It.  Tec.  ijs.  yd.  collecta  hoc  Ao.  in  pecunijs  eleinosine. 

It.  rec.  iiijV.  for  chyppys. 

Solut  ijs.  ijd.  p  jnuencoe  luTs  cora  crucifixo. 

Anno  1532,  24tb  Henry  YIII. 

The  disbursements  are  chiefly  for  mak3^ng  a  pentise " 
[penthouse  ?],  xs.  for  ij      T:  di  of  thek  Tyle  [roofing  tile.] 

iiijs.  iiiyl.  for  v  C  bryk  Tyle      the  caryage. 

xd.  for  ij  C  1  di  of  iiijs,  T.  iij  peny  nayle. 

It.  sot  XYd.  disposit  p  aia  Willi  Hornkek  ffris. 

It.  sol  iiijs.  ijr/.  disposit  p  aTab3  ffrm  et  soro^  huis  gilde 
defucto?;. 

1533,  25th  Henry  YIII. 

[For  some  time  4:d.  a  year  had  been  returned  to  John 
Gale  the  tenant,  whose  rent  was  £1.  6s.  8d.  per  annum,  and 
was  so  paid  in  1531.  In  1532  the  alderman  accounted  only 
for  12s.  Gd.  for  a  half-year's  rent  from  John  Cheseman,  a 
new  tenant,  and  in  future  the  rent  was  £1.  5s.  per  annum, 
from  which  4d.  was  remitted.] 

It  payd  xxd.  in  yssews  to  the  lord  of  the  maS  of  Gris- 
haugh  for  a  prest  [a  purpresture.] 

It.  paid  ijs.  iiij(/.  gevyn  in  reward  to  Henry  Dyman  in 
consideracon  for  lioldyng  the  fFest  countabill  for  Thorns 
Carrowe  [one  of  the  appointed  provisors.]  The  disburse- 
ments this  year  exceeded  the  receipts. 

A.D.  1534,  26th  Henry  YIII. 

The  receipts  were  only  £1.  9s.  4d.  for  the  year,  the  out- 
goings £1.  8s.  2d.  And  so  the  payments  w^  arrerages 
excede  the  receyts  xxviijs.  ijd.  dew  on  to  the  seid  Alderman. 


The  collectores  render  a  distinct  account. 
M''.  remaynyng  ijs.  yl.  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors. 
It.  rec.  xviijf/.  gadered  for  the  Almose  this  yere,  wherof 
payd  ffirst  xvjc/.  for  the  obite  of  John  Machyn. 
It.  xvjc/.  for  the  obite  of  John  Tye. 

1535,  27tli  Henry  YIII. 

Paid  xs.  for  the  fFyne  of  a  pprest  takyn  of  my  lady 
Knyvet. 

ij  for   brown   of   Spayne.    [Something  used  for 
repairs.] 

The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  were  the  alderman, 
(Mr.  John  Drye  the  Vicar),  two  providers  of  the  feast,  two 
collectors,  a  bedell,  and  a  vexillator. 

Compotus  Mr.  Johis  Drye,  aldermanni,  &c.  Computant  a 
fFo  omi  sco|5  A°.  Regni  Reg  Ilenrici  Octaui  27°  usq^,  ad  flm 
de  28°. 

The  income  was  nil.  "  Domus  istis  Gilde  stetit  vacua 
hoc  A°.  ^  sic  n^  rec." 

De  solut.   In  pinis  solut  iiijs.  m  vicario  p  certit  hui^  gilJo. 
It.  solut.  jd.  in  oblacoib)  dnica  et  die  lune. 
It.  solut.  iij(/.  dat.  in  elemosina  ad  lazaros 
It.  solut.  ij.s'.  p  inuencone  Ifiie. 
It.  solut.  ij(/.  maflio  de  Gristhaugh  in  rcddit. 
It.  solut.  ijd.  maflio  de  Chosele  in  reddit. 

8m^.  vjs.  viij(/. 

De  expens.  In  pmis  solut.  ijd.  p  fine  mesuagii  tent  do 
maflio  de  Chosele. 

It.  solut.  iiij(^.  p  copia  rotula^  curie  euisdc  maSii  expir. 

Sin".  vj(/. 

M™.  q  dca  Fraternitas  debet  pdco  aldmanno  xxxvjs.  ixd. 
ex  arrerag  vlt  compots  ut  p  in  pede  diet  compot. 
And  there  is  no  election  of  officers  entered. 
The  fresh  account  in  the  book  is  that  of  John  Drye,  who 
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was  alderman  to  the  last,  for  the  year  28th  and  29th  Henry 
VIII.,  when  the  only  sum  received  by  him  was  106\  de  Rico 
Kedele  p  firm  mesuag  dee  Gilde  oim  sco^  vl?  repacoes  domo? 
dci  mesuagii. 

De  solut.    Inp  solut.  iiijs.  nl  vicario  p  certitud  huis  gilde. 

It.  solut.  yi.  in  oblacone  die  dnica. 

It.  solut.  ijr/.  dat  in  elemosina  ad  lazaros. 

It.  solut.  n^  p  luie  hoc  A°.      non  est  inuent. 

It.  solut.  iyl.  maiiio  de  Grishaugh  in  reddit. 

It.  solut.  i]d.  ma3io  de  Chosele  in  reddit — Sm^.  iiij-s.  vij<:/. 

It.  solut.  iiij(''.  dat  Rico  Kedell  ffirmerio  in  mcede. 
M'".     dca  ffraternitas  debet  pdo  Aldermanno  xliij.s.  xjd.  ex 
arrerag  vlt  compot  ut  p^  ibm. 

Sm^.  totat  omi  soluc  cu  arrerag  xlviijs.  xd. 
Et  sic  soluc  cu  arrerag  excedut  rec  xxxviij.s.  xd. 
YS)  placuit  dco  aid  remittere  iiij.s. 
Et  sic  debit  est  dco  aid  xxxiiij.s.  xd. 

[But  whether  he  ever  got  it  does  not  appear.] 
The  rest  is  blank. 

On  the  last  leaf  is  entered  the  account  of  receipts  and 
payments  of  the  collectors  for  the  years  1525,  152G,  1527, 
and  1528. 

M'^  roc  in  pecunii  elemosine  in  A*',  dni  m^  ccccc  xxvij" 
ij.s.  x]d.  inde  rcsolut  \d.  ex  arrerag  vlt  aiini. 
In  p  solut  p  aia  dni  Johis  Siger  xiiij\/. 
It.  p  aia  Margaret  Kiddell  xiiijr/. 
It.  solut.  in  die  lune  ad  exequias  iyl.  et  sic  quet  est. 
M'^  rec  in  pecunijs  elemosine  in  A",  dni  [1528]  ijs.  viij^/. 
[No  account  of  its  disbursement.] 

The  last  page  in  the  book  is  a  continuation  from  the  first 
leaf,  of  the  names  of  those  entering  the  Gild,  viz.  : — 

In  1520,  one  man  only ;  in  1521,  two  do.;  1522,  one  man 
and  two  married  women  ;  1523,  none;  1524,  two  men  and 
one  wife ;  1525,  man  and  wife  and  another  wife  ;  1520, 
Dhs  Johes   Sygar,  Capell',  and   four  others ;    1527,  two 
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females;  1528,  two  males;  1529,  none;  1530,  six  persons; 
1531,  a  man  and  Ms  wife ;  1532,  Thomas  Kett,  Sibilla 
Sendell,  Elizabeth  Ponyant,  vidua  ;  J ohes  Cheseman,  and 
Johes  Dewe. 

On  the  inside  of  the  parchment  cover  is  this  motto: 
Dum  sumus  in  mudo  vivam^  corde  secundo." 
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AN  ANCIENT   CHAMBER  IN  NORWICH  CATHEDRAL, 
ON  THE  NORTH  SIDE  OE  THE  PRESBYTERY. 

COMMUNICATED  BY 

THE   VERY   REV.   E.   M.  GOULBURN,  D.D,, 

DEAN  OF  NOllWICH,  FrCsidcHt. 


Tins  chamber,  whicli  is  erected,  at  an  elevation  of 
10  feet  8  inches  from  the  ground,  in  the  first  bay  of  the 
presbj'tery  aisle  west  of  the  chord  of  the  semicircular  apse, 
has  undergone  several  alterations. 

Originally  the  eastern  and  western  ^nds  of  this  chamber 
reached  only  as  far  as  the  Norman  columns  supporting  the 
arches  which  span  the  aisle,  as  is  evident  from  the  vaulting 
which  carries  the  floor  of  the  chamber.  This  vaulting, 
supported  on  dwarf  columns,  is  of  the  Decorated  period. 
Subsequently  the  vaulting  and  chamber  were  extended 
eastward  and  westward  about  three  feet  either  way,  reaching 
to  the  outside  of  and  enclosing  the  Norman  columns,  thus 
adding  about  two  yards  to  its  former  length.  This  alter- 
ation was  made  in  the  Perpendicular  period,  as  is  shewn 
by  the  outer  arches  supporting  the  additional  work  and 
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spanning  the  aisle,  and  has  given  rise  to  many  doubts  with 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  assigning  the  vaulting  to  the 
earlier  period.  The  blocked-up  wide  segmental  arch  on 
the  north  side  of  the  chamber  is  also  of  the  Perpendiculur 
style. 

Very  clear  evidence  exists  of  there  having  once  been  n 
series  of  steps  leading  np  from  the  sacrarium  to  llii;* 
chamber,  and  these  were  in  existence  wdien  many  of  tlu» 
Norman  columns  and  arches  of  the  presbytery  were  altered 
to  the  Perpendicular.  Until  recently  access  to  this  chandnT 
could  only  be  gained  by  using  a  ladder,  the  steps  from 
the  sacrarium  having  been  removed.  Recent  alterations 
have  clearly  revealed  the  fact  that  there  once  was  a  spiral 
stair  from  the  floor  of  the  aisle  to  the  north-west  angle  of 
the  chamber,  and  this  stair  is  now  reinstated. 

It  has  also  been  discovered  that  the  quadruple  Norniau 
vault  of  the  presbytery  aisle  above  this  chamber,  and 
forming  the  ceiling  of  it,  is  curiously  painted.  Each  sectidn 
contains  three  figures,  with  their  names  above  them,  arid 
the  whole  of  the  names  are  enclosed  in  a  circle,  the  centre 
of  which  is  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  ribs  of  tlio 
vault. 

In  the  eastern  section  of  this  vault  is  represented  St. 
Peter,  with  St.  Paul  on  liis  left  and  St.  Andrew  on  his 
right.  St.  Peter  raises  a  key  in  his  right  hand,  and  carries 
a  crosier  in  his  left.  He  is  apparently  habited  like  an 
archbishop.  St.  Paul  is  holding  the  sword,  and  St.  Andrew 
has  the  saltire  cross  in  front  of  him  and  rather  low  down. 
In  the  southern  section  the  central  figure  is  that  of  a  bislioj), 
who  has  St.  Edmund  on  his  right  hand,  and  St.  Laurence 
on  his  left.  St.  Edmund  is  presenting  a  sword  to  tho 
bishop,  or  the  bishop  to  St.  Edmund — the  painting  is  so 
defaced  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  which.  In  the  western 
section  are  represented  the  Blessed  Yirgin  and  the  Divine 
Child,  having  St.  Catharine  on  the  left  hand  and  St.  Margaret 
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on  the  right.  The  Child  seems  to  be  looking  up  earnestly 
into  the  Mother's  face,  and  grasping  at  an  apple  which 
slie  holds  in  her  hand.^  St.  Catharine  carries  her  wheel ; 
and  St.  Margaret,  under  whose  feet  are  seen  the  twining 
folds  of  the  dragon,  holds  a  crosier  in  her  left  hand 
and  a  palm  branch  in  her  right.  This  must  have  been 
a  very  elegant  figure.  In  the  northern  section  are  three 
bishops  (or  abbots),  with  pastoral  staves:  the  two  western- 
most figures  carry  the  crook  turned  inwards,  the  eastern- 
most turns  it  outwards.  These  bishops  have  all  low-peaked 
early  mitres,  different  from  the  figure  of  St.  Peter  in  the 
eastern  section,  who  has  a  high  angular  mitre,  tapering 
to  a  point.  The  names  over  their  heads  (one  all  but 
effaced)  shew  them  to  be  St.  Martin,  St.  Nicholas,  and 
St.  Richard  of  Chichester.  It  has  been  said  that  in  me- 
diajval  art  an  abbot  is  represented  with  the  crook  of  the 
pastoral  staff  turned  inwards,  to  show  that  his  jurisdiction 
extended  only  to  his  own  monastery,  but  a  bishop  outwards, 
to  indicate  jurisdiction  over  his  diocese.  But  Dr.  Ptock 
has  shown  that  this  distinction  cannot  be  substantiated.  In 
the  centre  of  this  quadruple  vault  is  a  seated  figure  (doubtless 
representing  our  Lord)  in  a  circle  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of 
very  elegant  foliage  (the  thorn.)  There  is  a  ring  in  the 
ceiling  to  suspend  the  lamp  from,  but  it  is  not  placed  in  the 
centre,  lest  it  should  interfere  with  the  figure  of  our  Lord. 
The  vault,  where  it  is  not  occupied  by  the  figures,  is  covered 
with  an  elegant  blue  scroll  pattern.  The  soffit  of  the 
western  arch  has  twelve  figures  upon  it,  which  one  might 
suppose  to  represent  the  Apostles,  were  it  not  that  three 
or  more  of  them  rather  resemble  women  than  men.  Each 
of  them  stands  under  a  trefoiled  canopy.  The  soffit  has  a 
border  of  dancette  form,  green,  black,  and  red.     The  soffit 

1  The  Blessed  Virgin  is  occasionally  represented  in  medijeval  art  with  an 
apple,  not  with  any  reference  to  the  fall  of  Eve,  but  as  a  kind  of  Christian 
Pomona,  supposed  to  give  fertility  to  the  earth. 
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of  the  corresponding  eastern  arch  does  not  appear  to  liuvo 
been  painted.  It  is  clear,  from  marks  in  the  masonry,  ai* 
also  from  many  plaster  fragments  discovered  in  the  floor  in 
of  the  chamber,  that  there  has  been  a  reredos  to  an  tdtar 
under  the  eastern  arch.  Angels  are  represented  on  tlu» 
western  face  of  the  arch.  The  angel  on  the  southern  sido 
is  censing,  evidently  towards  the  central  figure  of  tin' 
reredos.  On  the  capital  below  this  angel  is  a  circular 
medallion  containing  the  head  of  a  bishop,  with  a  \ov> 
pointed  mitre.    The  face  is  a  juvenile  one. 

Mr.  Bond  of  the  British  Museum,  to  whom  a  copy  oi 
these  paintings  was  shewn,  considers  them  to  be  an  un- 
usually interesting  relic  of  ecclesiastical  mural  art.  The 
date  he  assigns  to  them  is  the  earlier  half  of  tlie  fourteenth 
century,  to  which  belongs  the  angular  single-peaked  mitre, 
which  appears  on  the  head  of  St.  Peter.  He  thinks  that 
they  probably  commemorate  the  visit  of  some  great  per- 
sonage to  the  cathedral,  who  may  have  been  Isabella,  (tho 
"she- wolf  of  France")  consort  of  Edward  II.  Castle  llisinj; 
was  assigned  to  this  queen  as  a  residence  during  the  latter 
years  of  her  life  ;  and  it  is  known  that  she  made  pilgriiu- 
ages  thence  to  Walsingham  and  other  sacred  spots  in  tin? 
vicinity. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  why  St.  Richard  of  Chichester  sliould 
appear  on  the  northern  section  of  the  vault. 

Richard  was  born  at  Droitwich  in  1197,  and  died  in 
lie  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Chichester  in  opposition  to  fhu 
wish  of  Henry  III.,  who  detained  the  temporalities  of  tho 
see  for  two  years.  An  ascetic,  and  a  man  of  great  learning, 
he  had  much  influence,  and  induced  various  bishops,  in- 
cluding the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  to  promote  pilgrimages  to 
Chichester,  that  the  pilgrims  might  give  of  their  means 
towards  the  restoration  of  the  cathedral.  Whether  Richard 
had  any  connexion  beyond  this  with  Norfolk  and  Norwich, 
is  not  clear ;  but  he  left  a  cup  to  the  Abbey  of  Marhani ; 


279 


nnd  lie  is  mentioned  in  Mackenzie's  Latin  book  of  the 
liishops  of  Chichester  as  having  been  vicar  or  curate  de 
Castra,"  but  no  record  is  found  of  him  either  at  Caister 
by  Yarmouth,  or  Caistor  by  Norwich. 

On  the  southern  spandril  of  the  western  Perpendicular 
arch  below  this  chamber  there  is  a  painted  shield,  the  arms 
upon  which  are  partly  effaced,  but  so  far  as  they  can  be 
traced  they  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  arms  ascribed 
to  Bishop  Wakering  (1416 — 25)  in  Norfolk  Archaeology,  iii., 
plate  1,  next  to  p.  244,  viz..  Azure,  a  pelican  in  her  piety 
or. 

Some  of  the  tiles  with  which  the  chamber  was  paved 
were  found  in  situ.  They  are  of  two  kinds,  the  smaller  being- 
four  and  a  half  inches  and  the  larger  nine  inches  square. 
The  latter  are  incised  with  the  arms  of  ]\lorley  impaling 
Despencer.  Tiles  of  both  kinds  still  remain  under  the 
wall  of  the  blocked-up  arch  on  the  north  side.  Thomas 
Lord  Morley  (who  died  in  1417)  was  a  descendant  of 
Hubert  de  Rye,  who  laid  the  second  stone  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  cathedral,  and  his  second  wife  (who  died 
c.  1426)  was  Anne,  daughter  of  Edward  Lord  Despencer, 
and  niece  of  Henry  Despencer,  Bishop  of  Norwich  (1370 — 
1406.)  It  may  fairly  be  assumed  that  Lord  and  Lady 
Morley  contributed  to  the  cost  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
chamber,  and  also  to  the  cost  of  an  additional  chamber, 
which  appears  to  have  been  erected  at  this  time  on  the 
north  side  of  it,  the  two  rooms  communicating  with  each 
other  through  the  open  Perpendicular  arch  then  substituted 
for  the  Norman  external  wall. 

The  late  Mr.  L'Estrange,  in  his  paper  describing  this 
additional  chamber  (vide  Norfolk  ArcJueology,  vi.,  p.  177), 
has  identified  it  with  the  sanctuary  men's  chamber  demised 
by  a  lease  granted  in  the  year  1551  by  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  to  Alexander  Chapman.  There  was,  however,  a 
subsequent  lease  of  the  same  premises  granted  16th  March, 

VOL.  IX.]  u 
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28tli  Elizabetli  (1586),2  to  Eobert  Cooper,  viz.,  of  a  "howsc' 

 with  twoe  cliappells  nere  vnto  the  same,  the  one 

called  St.  Andrew's  Chappell  and  thother  called  the  Ueluk 
Chappellf  and  one  old  dowe  howse  or  voyd  rome'*  ou  (lio 
chappell  called  Jesus  Chappell." 

1  conclude  that  the  Relick  Chappell "  was  the  old  iiumo 
for  the  two  chambers,  and  that  when  they  ceased  to  he  iisid 
as  a  relic  chapel  the  arch  between  them  was  filled  up  w  itli 
rubble  (a  small  opening  for  a  door  being  left  for  a  time  and 
afterwards  bricked  up),  and  an  external  staircase  made 

a  means  of  access  to  the  northern  portion,  which  was  tlu'ii 
converted  into  and  used  for  a  time  as  a  sanctuary  incirj* 
chamber. 

The  original  structure  is  called  by  Blomefield  and  Phili|i 
Browne  "the  ancient  Confessionary."  The  late  Professor 
Willis,  in  his  Architectural  History  of  Cantcrhury  Cathedral, 
p.  28,  note  b,  says  "  Coufcssio,  the  Confessionary,  must  iictt 
be  confounded  with  Coiifessionak,  the  Confessional,  a  place 
in  which  the  Romish  priests  receive  the  confessions  of  their 
flock.  The  first  is  clearly  defined  by  Du  Cange  as  follows  : 
'  Confessio  is  a  name  anciently  applied  to  the  sepulchres  of 
the  Martyrs  or  Confessors,  as  they  were  termed.  Over  these* 
altars  were  often  placed,  and  hence  the  name  was  also  given 
to  the  place  under  the  high  altar  in  which  the  relics  und 
bodies  of  the  saints  were  enclosed/  '' 

Erasmus,  when  he  visited  Canterbury  Cathedral,  waM 
shewn  a  multitude  of  relics  on  the  north  side  of  the  choir. 
The  relics  at  Norwich  may  have  been  deposited  in  a  shrine 
(feretrum)  next  the  Norman  column  at  the  east  end  of  the 
steps  from  the  relic  chapel  to  the  sacrarium.  The  large 
quatrefoil  opening  at  the  back  was  considered  by  Professor 
Willis  to  be  a  hagioscope,  intended  to  aftbrd  a  sight  of  the 

2  Cathedral  Ledger,  iii.,  p.  150, 

3  Probably  St.  Anne's  Chapel,  adjoining  the  cast  side  of  the  north  trftnsc]:.t. 
*  Now  the  cathedral  museum. 
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high  altar  from  the  nortli  aisle.  The  late  Mr.  TTarrod 
bolieved  it  to  be  an  opening  to  an  Easter  sepulchre.  But 
it  may  have  been  an  opening  to  the  f eretrum  for  the  intro- 
duction of  brandea  (pieces  of  cloth),  which  were  supposed 
to  be  impregnated  with  sanctity  after  being  placed  near 
relics.  And  an  ambry  which  has  been  discovered,  with  a 
lining  of  wood  in  the  last  stage  of  decay,  in  the  south  wall 
near  the  quatrefoil,  may  have  been  used  as  a  place  for  the 
deposit  of  some  of  the  relics.^ 


*^*  While  allowing  the  above  Paper  to  go  under  my 
name,  as  ha^dng  sketched  the  first  rough  draught  of  it,  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  all  that  there  is  of  research  and 
dibcovery  in  it  comes  from  my  friend,  Dr.  Bensly,  who 
has  spared  no  pains  in  filling  in  my  outline,  and  also  from 
Mr.  W.  B.  Spaull. 

E.  MEYRIOK  GOULBURN, 

President 

«  Willis  on  Canterbury  Cathedral,  p.  101,  note  within  the  feretory 

.  . .  ,  thero  were  ambries  of  line  wainscot  for  relics  (Rites  of  Durham.) " 


u  2 


COMMUNICATED  BY 

THE  REV   GEORGE  CRABBE, 

RECTOR  OF  MERTON. 


Some  interesting  documents  have  been  recently  discovemi 
at  Merton  Hall  concerning  Robert  de  Grre}^,  who  was  owiitT 
of  Merton  from  1566  to  1601.  They  aiford  such  a  good  illus- 
tration of  the  penalties  and  persecutions  to  which  a  Norfolk 
Koraan  Catholic  gentleman  was  subjected,  for  conscience 
sake,  during  the  latter  half  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  thai 
I  think  they  may  be  worthy  of  record  in  the  Journal  of  our 
Archaeological  Society. 

Popish  recusants  were  persons  Avho  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  Queen  as  spiritual  head  of  the  Church,  and  to  attend 
Divine  Service  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Establishment.* 

1  Popish  recusants  convicted  of  absenting  themselves  from  church  wero 
disabled  from  holding  oflices  or  employments,  from  keeping  arms  in  their 
houses,  from  maintaining  actions  at  law,  from  being  executors  or  guardian*, 
from  presenting  to  advowsons,  and  from  practising  in  the  law  or  physic; 
they  were  also  debarred  from  travelling  five  miles  from  home  unless  by 
license. — Jlistorical  Account  of  the  Laws  against  the  Roman  Catholics  in 
England,  p.  fi,  ed.  1811. 
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Queen  Elizabeth  became  very  bitter  against  tbem  many  years 
before  she  died,  and^  by  excommunications,  fines,  disabilities, 
und  imprisonments,  tried  to  force  them  to  conformity. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  Queen  should  have  departed 
from  her  first  purpose,  which  was  "not  to  follow  the  example 
of  her  sister's  cruelty,"  and  should  have  consented  to  the 
banishment,  and  even  death,  of  such  men  as  Campian  and 
bis  fellow- sufferers  of  1581,  whom  she  regarded  as  plotters 
against  her  government,  and  who  openly  taught  that  it 
was  justifiable  to  depose  her.  But  it  does  seem  surprising 
that  her  government  should  not,  from  mere  policy, 
have  abstained  from  passing  the  tyrannical  laws  under 
which  such  men  as  Robei-t  de  Grey  and  Humphrey 
liedingfield,  country  gentlemen,  who  only  wished  to  worship 
God  in  the  way  they  had  been  brought  up  from  infancy  to 
think  right,  were  imprisoned  and  fined  in  enormous  sums  of 
money.  Many  of  the  recusants  were  brought  to  ruin  ;  and 
some,  we  are  told,  knowing  that  the  government  agent  must 
get  all,  broke  their  windows,  turned  up  their  gardens,  and 
destroyed  their  dovecotes  and  warrens.  The  punishment 
for  recusancy  was,  even  in  the  days  when  persecution 
on  account  of  religion  was  thought  necessary,  far  greater 
than  the  olTencc  deserved,  and  therefore  was  both  unjust 
and  impolitic. 

In  a  MS.  folio  (recently  discovered  at  Merton  Hall),  by 
Sir  Bassingbourne  Gawdy  of  West  Ilarling,  Knight,  three 
times  High  Sheriff  of  this  county,  there  are  several 
documents  relating  to  Norfolk  recusants,  which  show  some 
of  the  persecutions  they  had  to  undergo  between  the  years 
1597  and  1600.    The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts. 

No.  74,  part  1,  is  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Queen's  Bench  (Popham)  "to  search  the  house  of 
Francis  Woodhouse  at  Breccles  for  Jesuits  and  seminary 
priests."  This  Francis  Woodhouse,  as  we  shall  see  presently, 
was  an  ally  of  Eobert  de  Grey.    He  lived  at  Breccles  Hall, 
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a  large  Elizabethan  mansion  which,  he  had  built,  situated 
about  four  miles  from  Merton,  and  which  was  a  well-known 
harbour  for  recusants.  (See  Dr.  Jessopp's  Paper  in  Norf, 
Ar£hcEoL,  viii.,  303.) 

No.  76,  part  1,  is  a  letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Norwich 
(Redman),  dated  1597,  "  to  search  at  the  house  of  fFruncis 
Woodhouse,  Esq.,  of  Breccles,  for  recusants,  because  tluTtj 
would  be  on  the  19th  March,  1597,  a  meeting  there  of  divert 
and  sundry  recusant  papists,  with  certain  lewd  und 
traitorous  popish  priests ;  also  to  search  there  for  seditious 
books  and  writings,  and  for  superstitious  and  popish  vesture.'!, 
garments,  books,  sup'altares,  pyxes,  crosses,  challaces,  puxt  s 
(silver  plates  for  the  kiss  of  peace),  beads,  and  other  popiHh 
things." 

No.  18,  part  2,  is  a  letter,  dated  1599,  from  the  Lord  Cliief 
Justice  (Popham),  for  the  apprehending  of  two  seminary 
priests. 

Nos.  19,  20,  21,  are  letters  to  and  from  the  Archbishop 
(Whitgift)  in  1599,  concerning  Humphrey  Bedingfield  of 
Quidenham,  Esq.,^  a  recusant,  who,  being  aged  (he  was 
seventy  years  old)  and  infirm,  and  of  very  quiet  and  hone.Ht 
conversation,  had  been  enlarged  out  of  prison  eleven  years 
before,  and  comniittcd  to  the  private  custody  of  a  clergpnan, 
one  Daniel  Reeve,  ^  Doctor  of  Divinity.  Mr.  BedingfieKl 
was  not  to  go  above  two  miles  from  the  house,  nor  to  hold 
converse  with  other  recusants,  nor  to  keep  a  recusant  servant. 

2  Falconer's  Manor,  in  Quidenham,  came  to  the  Bedingfields  through  tho 
Tudenhams,  as  did  Oxborough.  Sir  Edmund  Bedingfield  (who  died  1469)  of 
Oxborough  and  Quidenham,  left  the  latter  to  his  fourth  son,  whosfl 
grandson  was  Humphrey  Bedingfield  the  recusant.  Humphrey  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Edward  Cocket  of  Ampton,  and  died  without  hoirs 
male.  He  sold  Quidenham  in  1572.  He  died  in  1609,  £et.  80.— From 
Blomefield,  dcadi  Norfolk  Visitation,  i.,  164. 

3  Daniel  Reeve,  appointed  Rector  of  Quidenham  8th  June,  1684,  by  tho 
Bishop,  by  consent  of  Humphrey  Bedingfield,  Esq.,  patron. — Blomefield. 
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He  is  said  to  be  grown  into  great  decay  and  poverty,  and 
permission  is  asked  that  his  appearance  in  person  may  be 
excused. 

Nos.  33  to  37  contain  directions  concerning  such  persons 
as  shall  go  beyond  the  seas  without  license,  or  repair  hither 
from  the  parts  beyond  the  seas,  dated  1599. 

The  above  letters  are  addressed  to  Sir  Bassingbourne 
Gawdy  and  other  officials  of  the  county,  and  they  are  of 
great  interest  as  proofs,  hitherto  unpublished,  of  the  rigour 
with  which  Norfolk  recusants  were  treated. 


E\}t  Parentage  of  i^o!)ert  tie  ^re^j. 

The  subject  of  this  paper,  Robert  de  Grey  of  Merton, 
Esq.,  was  representative  of  an  ancient  and  knightly  family 
which  had  been  settled  at  Merton  in  Norfolk  since  the 
marriage  of  his  ancestor,  about  1340,  with  Isabel  Baynard, 
heiress  of  Merton  and  of  Baynard's  manor  in  Bunwell.  The 
first  English  de  Grey,  Anschitel,  and  the  first  English 
Baynard,  Ralph,  both  came  over  with  the  Conqueror,  and 
their  names  are  in  the  roll  of  Battle  Abbey,  their  lineal 
descendant  being  the  present  Thomas  de  Grey,  sixth  Baron 
Walsingham  of  Merton. 

The  following  table  shows  the  connection  of  the  members 
of  the  de  Grey  family  that  are  mentioned  in  these  pages : — 

Thomas  de  Grey,=f=  Elizabeth,  da.  of  Sir  Richard 


the  Priest,  died  1st  September, 
1556  ;  biiried  in  Merton  aialo. 


Fitz  Lewes  of  Thorndon, 
Essex,  Knt.,  died  1515  ;  bur. 
iu  Merton  aisle. 


Edmund  de  Grey ,=|=  Elizabeth,  da.  of  Sir  J ohn 
son  and  heir,  died  23rd 
August,  1548;  buried  in 
Merton  chancel. 


Spelman  of  Narborough,  Knt. 
{a) 
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(a) 


Thomas  =p  Ist,  Anne, 
de  Grey,    da.  of 
eldest  HenryEve- 
son  and      rard  of 
heir,  died  Lynsted, 
12  May,     ^Esq.  21y, 
1562;  Tempe- 
bur.  in       ranee,  da. 
]\[erton      of  Sir  Wy- 
aisle.  monde 

Carowe  of 
Anthony 
in  Corn- 
wall, Knt. 

Thomas  de  Grey,~ 
only  son  ;  died  at 
Baconsthorpe  21st 
]\rarch,  8th  Eliz. 
(1666),  at  the  age 
of  1 1  years. 


Robert  = 
de  Grey,  the 
Recusant, 
2nd  son,  be- 
came heir  to 
his  nephew. 
Died  28th 
Feb.,  IGOl; 
bur.  in  INIer- 
ton  chancel. 


Elizabeth .  .  . 
who  after- 
wards became 
the  wife  of 
Nicholas 
Mynne. 


da. 


:  Anne, 
of  8ir 
Thomas 
Lovell  of 
East  Mar- 
ling, Knt. 
Bur.  in 
Merton 
chancel 
16th  May, 
1600. 


Edmund  =  Mary, 

de  Grey,  3rd  da.  of 

son,  of  iiay-  .... 

nard's  manor  Jer- 

in  Bun  well ;  ncy;an. 
was  59  years 
old  in  1594. 


Sir  William  =  Anne,  da.  of  Sir 
de  Grey,  James  Calthorpo  of 

Knt.,  bur  in     Cockthorpe,  Kut.  ; 
Merton  chan-    buried  in  Slerton 
eel  20th  Oct.,    chancel  19th  June, 
1632.  1662. 


Fifth  in  descent  from  Sir  Thomas  de  Grey,  who  married 
Isabel  Baynard,  was  liobert  de  Grey's  grandfather,  Thonms. 
He  was  eldest  son  and  heir  of  William  de  Grey,  by  Mary 
Bedingfield  ^  his  first  wife.  He  was  fifteen  years,  old  at  bis 
father's  death.  He  came  of  age  in  1501.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Ilichard  Fitz  Lewes,  Knt.,*  of 
Thorndon,  Essex.  She  died  1515  ;  and  it  is  recorded  on  her 
husband's  brass  in  Merton  Church,  that  after  her  decease  "he 
made  hymselfe  Preast,  and  so  lived  xli  yeres,  and  dcp'tod 
out  of  this  Lyfe  ye  fyrst  of  Septombre,  1556."  Blomeiield 
states  that  Thomas  de  Grey  did  not  inherit  his  father's  estate, 
and  that  he  had  no  children.    Both  these  statements  are,  I 

4  In  the  inquis.  p.  m.  of  William  de  Grey,  dated  21st  May,  10th 
Henry  VII.  (1495),  Thomas  is  called  the  son  of  William,  without  mention 
of  the  mother ;  "  qd.  Thomas  Grey,  filius  eius  est  eis  heres  ppinquior  ot  est 
etat  XV  annor  et  amplis;" — but  Edmund,  William's  other  living  son,  i« 
called  the  son  of  William  and  Grace  (the  2nd  wife).  It  is  therefore  a  fair 
inference  that  Thomas  was  the  son  of  the  first  wife,  Mary  BedingfioIJ. 
In  default  of  heirs  male  of  Thomas  and  Edmund,  the  manor  of  Baynanla 
was  entailed  upon  the  heirs  of  Thomas  de  Grey  and  Isabel  (Baynard)  liia 
wife,  i.e.,  going  back  five  generations.  Tlie  three  other  sons  (see  brass  in 
Morton  nave)  must  have  died  young. 

5  See  brass  in  Merton  aisle. 
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believe,  incorrect.  His  wife  died  twenty  years  after  his 
father,  so  that  during  that  time  grief  for  her  death  would 
not  have  prevented  him  from  enjoying  the  estate  ;  but  we 
have  presumptive  evidence  that  he  held  his  Merton  manor 
for  seventeen  years  after  her  death,  and  then  resigned  it; 
for  it  was  in  that  year  (1532)  that  Edmund,  his  son  and 
heir,  held  his  first  court  for  that  manor.^  Thomas  de  Grey 
continued  to  hold  his  courts  for  his  manor  of  Caxtons  in 
Cornerd  up  to  his  death  ;  his  last  court  being  held  2nd  and 
3rd  Phil,  and  Mary.^  As  to  Blomefield's  other  statement, 
it  is  certain  that  Thomas  de  Grey  had  one  son,  Edmund,  and 
one  daughter,  Mary  (mentioned  in  her  nephew  Robert's 
marriage  settlement).    I  think  he  had  two  other  sons  and 

^  "IMarton  Hall.  Curia  prima  Edm'ndi  Grey  genosi  filli  et  heredis  Thome 
Grey  clerici  filii  Willi  cu'  leta  ibm  tent  die  lune  px  post  fest'm  Epiphis 

 anno  regni  Regis  Henrici  Octavi  vicesimo  tertio  (1532)."    Judging  by 

the  year  of  the  coming  of  age  of  his  eldest  son,  it  was  in  the  year  1531  that 
Edmund  married. 

After  the  death  of  Thomas  the  Priest,  the  IManor  of  Caxtons  did  not 
descend  to  his  oldest  son,  Edmund  de  Grey,  Esq.,  but  went  to  William  Grey, 
Gent.  "Cawstons  in  Cornerd  parva.  Curia  prima  Willi  Graye  generosi  .... 
die  Sti  ]\rathei  appli  anno  ....  Philippi  et  Marie  ....  tertio  ct  quarto,"  (15o6). 

There  is  no  evidence  to  prove  whose  son  this  William  was ;  indeed  there 
axe  four  William  Greys  mentioned  about  this  time,  not  one  of  whom  can  be 
at  present  identilied  :  — 

William  of  Caxtons,  who  succeeded  to  that  manor  in  1556  (on  the  death  of 
Thomas  de  Grey  of  Merton,  Priest),  who  hold  it  till  at  least  1568,  and  who 
had  a  son  Thomas,  alive  in  1601  ;  Thomas  not  succeeding  to  the  manor, 
which  reverted  to  the  de  Greys  of  Merton  before  1583.  A  William  Graye 
was  buried  at  Little  Cornerd  9th  February,  1572. 

William  of  Lubenham,  who  bought  that  manor  in  1500.  Edmund  de 
Grey  succeeded  to  it,  and  it  was  sold  (probably  by  Robert)  before  1569. 

William  of  Griston,  whoso  only  son  was  John  (sec  Visitation  of  Harvey^ 
Clarencieux,  1567,  which  pedigree,  however,  is  not  trustworthy),  and  whose 
father  was  John  Grey  of  Methwold. — -See  John  Grey's  will,  of  Methwold, 
dated  27th  March,  1557,  in  Norwich  Probate  Office. 

William  of  Thompson,  who  had  three  children — Gabriell,  Gertrude,  and 
Edmund,  baptised  there  between  1545  and  1551  ;  who  probably  lived  there; 
(see  Lay  Subsidy,  Thompson,  1543),  and  who  was  certainly  a  witness  in  1557 
to  the  will  of  John  Grey  of  Methwold. 
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one  other  daughter;  but  of  this  I  have  no  proof.  He  wafi  at 
his  death  seventy-six  (P)  years  old. 

Edmund  de  Grey,  father  of  Eobert,  was  eldest  son  and  luMr 
of  Thomas  the  Priest.  He  probably  lived  at  Merton,  after  Ijo 
got  possession  of  the  manor,  in  1531  or  1532.  He  is  calkxl 
Edmund  Grey  of  Marton,  Esquier  (deed  24th  August,  33nl 
Henry  YIIL,  1541.)  He  married — probably  in  1531— 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Spelnian^  of  Narborouj^'h 
(see  his  brass  in  Merton  chancel).  Blomefiold  says  that  she 
brought  Chervilles  Manor  in  Beechamwell  to  the  de  Givys. 
Edmund  de  Grey  was  a  great  land  buyer,  and  he  lived  at  a 
time  when  he  could  gratify  his  taste  at  a  small  cost,  for  King 
Henry  YIIL  had  just  become  master  of  the  possessions  of 
the  Church,  and  granted  many  of  them  on  easy  terms  to  \m 
favourites.  In  Thompson,  the  next  village  to  Merton,  there 
was  a  college  of  five  priests,  founded  in  1350  by  tlie 
Shardelowe  family;  and,  at  the  dissolution,  the  king  granttnl 
the  possessions  of  this  college  to  Sir  Edmund  Knevett  of 
Euckenham,  two  members,  at  least,  of  whose  family  wcro 
attached  to  the  Court.  Sir  Ednmnd  Knevett  sold  these 
college  lands,  worth,  according  to  AVeever,  £52  per  annum 
(about  £600  of  our  money)  almost  immediately,  and  Edmund 
de  Grey  was  the  purchaser,  in  the  33rd  Henry  YIIL,  of 
those  portions  that  lay  contiguous  to  his  manor  of  Merton. 
For    1720    acres    and    common    rights   he   paid  £120.* 

^  John  Spelman,  Serjeant-at-Law,  was  Jirmarius  of  the  manor  of  Merton 
in  ISth  Henry  VIII.  (1527). 

9  "  Hec  est  finalis  concordia  facta  ....  inter  Edmundum  Grey  Armigerum, 
et  Elizaheth  uxorem  eius  qnerentes  et  Edmundum  Knyvett  et  Aniiam 
uxorem  eius  deforcientes  de  trecentia  acris  terre  centum  acris  pasture  vigiiiti 
acris  bosci  mille  acris  more  et  trecentis  acris  bruere  [heath  or  furze,— old 
French,  bruiere]  ac  libertate  unius  ffaldagii  et  communitate  pasture  ad 
centum  vaccas  cum  pertinentibus  in  Thomeston  Griston  Watton  Tottyngton 
et  IMarton  ....  et  pro  hac  ....  Edmundus  Grey  et  Elizabeth  dederunt 
predictis  Edmundo  Knyvett  et  Anne  centum  et  viginti  libras  stor. 
lingorum." — Feet  of  Fines.  In  the  conveyance  (same  year)  the  lands  aro 
said  to  be  "p'cell  of  the  possessions  of  Tompson  Colledge." 
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Edmund  de  Grey  'died  20tli  August,  1548^  twelve  years 
before  liis  father,  leaving  three  sons,  Thomas,  Eobert,  and 
Edmund  ;  and  three  daughters. 

Thomas  de  Grey,  Robert's  elder  brother,  was  eldest  son 
and  heir  of  Edmund,  and  was  seventeen  years,  nine  weeks, 
and  one  day  old  on  the  7th  April,  2nd  Edward  YI.  (1548), 
and  in  the  guardianship  of  the  King.  He  came  of  age  2nd 
February,  6th  Edward  YI.  (1552);  and  on  the  3rd  Feb- 
ruary he  asked  for  admission  to  his  own  property,  which  was 
granted  him.  Tie  had  the  manor  of  Baynards  in  Bunwell; 
lands  in  Thompson,  Griston,  Watton,  Tottington,  and  Merton; 
lands  and  tenements  in  Lubenham,  Leicestershire;  and  lands 
and  tenements  in  Lillington,  Warwickshire.^  He  held  his 
first  court  for  the  manor  of  Merton  1st  and  2nd  Phil,  and 
Mary  (1554),^  i.e.,  six  years  after  his  father's  death,  and  while 
his  grandfather  was  still  alive,  though  within  tAVO  years  of 
his  death.  Thomas  de  Grey's  first  wife  was  Anne,  daughter 
of  Henry  Everard,  Esq.,  of  Linsted  in  Suffolk.^  By  her  he 
had  his  only  son  and  heir  Thomas ;  and  one  daughter,  who 
became  the  second  wife  of  Robert  Kemp  of  Gissing,  Esq. 
Thomas  de  Grey's  second  wife  was  Temperance,  daughter 
of  Sir  Wymonde  Carewe  of  Anthony  in  Cornwall.^    She  had 

^  See  his  brass  in  Merton  chancel. 

2  Special  livery  after  death  of  Edmund  de  Grey,  dated  10th  February, 
6th  Edward  VI. 

3  "  Marton  hall.    Curia  prima  gen'alis  cum  leta  Thome  Grey  arm  

die  martis  pximo  post  IFestum  scte  Fidei  Virginia  anno  regni  dni  Regis 
Philippi  et  d'ne  Marie  Regine  prime  et  s'cdo." 

^  See  his  brass  in  Merton  aisle. 

^  The  marriage  with  Temperance  certainly  took  place  before  the  10th 
September,  5th  and  6th  Phil,  and  Mary  (1558),  as  appears  by  a  deed  recited 
in  the  inquis.  p.  m.  of  Thomas  de  Grey,  stepson  of  Temperance.  "This 
indenture  made  the  10  day  of  Sept.  yn  the  fyveth  &  syxth  yeares  of  .... 
Phillyppe  &  Marie  ....  between  Thomas  de  Greye  of  Martenne  . . . .  yn  con- 
sideracon  of  a  mariage  had  &  solempnysed  betwene  the  seyd  Thomas  de  Greye 
&  Temperaunce  his  wyefe." — Inq.  p.  m,  28th  lilay,  9th  Elizabeth  (1567). 
For  the  widowhood  and  second  marriage  of  Temperance  see  note  further  on. 
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Baynards  Manor  in  Bunwell,  and  Bury  Hall  in  Ellingliam, 
in  dower ;  and,  by  the  last  will  of  her  husband,  she  had  also 
two  parts  of  the  residue  of  the  lands  for  fourteen  years;  t.f., 
till  the  heir  should  come  of  age.°  She  was,  probably,  very 
young  when  she  married,  as  the  dower  was  settled  for  four- 
score years.^  Thomas  de  Grey  died  12th  May,  1562,  at 
Fetter  Lane,  London.^  In  his  will,  dated  10th  March,  1562, 
recited  in  the  Inspeximus,  12th  October,  13th  Elizabeth 
(1571),  he  says,  I  will  to  my  brother  Robert,  so  that  lie 
confesseth  that  he  hath  offended  me,  to  have  his  annuity 
of  4:0sh.,  to  continue  during  his  life.'*  The  inquis.  p.  iii. 
after  the  death  of  Thomas  de  Grey  is  dated  18th  July,  4tli 
Elizabeth  (1562). 

Thomas  de  Grey,  only  son  and  heir  of  his  father  Thomas, 
was  seven  years  four  months  and  seven  days  old  at  the  tirao 
of  taking  his  father's  inquis.  p.  m.,  18th  July,  4th  Elizabeth 
(1562).^  He  was  afterwards  a  ward  to  the  queen.  Ho 
was  married  before  he  was  eleven  years  old  ;  no  doubt 
sold  by  the  Queen  according  to  the  cruel  laws  of  wardship, 
by  which  guardians  sold  their  wards,  often  for  large  suiuh 
of  money.  In  the  Paston  Letters^  there  are  many  references 
to  this  tyrannical  practice,  which  continued  in  force  till  the 
reign   of   Charles   II.     The  wife's   Christian    name  was 

^  Inspeximus  of  writ  of  inquis.  p.  m.  dated  12th  October,  13th  Elizahoth 
(1571). 

■J  "  Yf  the  same  Temperaunce  nowe  wiefe  of  the  seid  Thomas  de  Groyo 
shall  fortune  to  die  before  the  end  of  the  sayde  terme  of  fourscore  yeres."— 
Indenture  recited  in  inquis.  p.  m.  of  Thomas  de  Grey,  28th  May, 
9th  Elizabeth  (1667). 

8  '*  ....  duodecimo  die  Maij  anno  regni  dee  dne  Kegine  nunc  quarto  pdcus 
Thomas  de  Grey  pater  apud  Ifewter  lane  ppe  London  in  com  Midd  obijt 

— Inquis.  taken  at  Watton,  2nd  January,  23rd  Elizabeth  (1681). 
Copy  at  Merton  Hall. 

9  Inspeximus  of  writ,  12th  October,  13th  Elizabeth  (1571),  at  Merton  Hall. 
1  ^QQ  Faston  Letters,  66,  70,  71  ;  also  Norfolk  Arclmology,  iv.  286. 
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Elizabeth. 2  Thomas  de  Grey  died  at  Baconsthorpe,  his 
stepmother's  residence,  21st  March,  8th  Elizabeth  (1566),3 
being,  as  I  calculate,  eleven  years  and  seven  days  old. 
His  inquis,  p.  m.  was  taken  at  Norwich,  28th  May,  9th 
Elizabeth  (1567).'*    His  uncle  Robert  was  his  heir.^ 


Robert  de  Grey  thus  found  himself,  in  1566,  when  he  was 
thirty- six  years  old,  unexpectedly  in  possession  of  the 
family  estates.  Those  estates  comprehended  the  manors  of 
Merton  Hall  in  Merton,  Caxtons  in  Cornerd,  Baynards  in 
Bunwell,  Bury  Hall  in  Great  Ellingham,  Chervilles  in 
Beechamwell,  Lillington  in  Warwickshire,  probably  Luben- 
ham  in  Leicestershire,  besides  much  land  in  the  parishes 
contiguous  to  the  Merton  manor,  which  land  had  been  pur- 
chased by  Edmund  de  Grej'',  Robert's  father  ;  ^  so  that  Robert 
possessed,  for  a  country  gentleman  of  those  days,  a  large 
income.  His  son.  Sir  William,  has  told  us,  nearly  enough, 
what  this  income  was  ;  for  in  a  document  at  Merton  Hall,  in 
his  handwriting,  dated  1624,  he  recites  his  lands  and  rents 

2  In  a  deed  at  Merton  Hall,  18th  May,  24tli  ElizaLeth  (1582),  teing  a 
conveyance  of  the  manor  of  Lillington  in  Warwickshire,  mention  is  made  of 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Nicholas  Mynne,  Esq.,  of  Little  Walsingham,  late  the 
wife  of  Thomas  de  Grey,  nephew  to  Robert  de  Grey. 

"Thomas  de  Grey  fil  et  heres  p'dcti  Thome  de  Grey  obijt  apud 

Baconsthorpe  ....  vicesimo  primo  die  Marcij  anno  octavo  pdict  dne  Regine." 
— Inspeximus  of  writ  of  inquis.  p.  m.  of  Thomas  de  Grey,  son  of  Edmund, 
dated  12th  October,  13th  Elizabeth  (1571),  at  Merton  Hall. 

*  * '  Inquisicio  indentat'  capt'  apud  Norwicum  ....  xxviij  die  mensis  Maij 
anno  regni  Dne  nre  Elizabeth'  ....  nono." — PubKc  Record  Office. 

5  "Robto  de  Grey  avunculo  et  px  hered  Thome  de  Grey  fil  et  hered  Thome 
de  Grey  Armigl  defuncti." — Deed  at  Merton  :  Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries, 
16th  June,  9th  Elizabeth. 

^  See  note,  supra. 
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in  Bunwell,  Merton,  Thompson,  Great  Ellingliara,  Beecliam- 
well,  and  Little  Cornerd,^  and  adds  this  remark,  "  Somme 
totall  of  my  poor  estate,  besides  Harriottus  (heriots),  and 
amercimentes  (fines)  of  my  mamio  of  Baynyards  (in  Bunwell), 
■yych  J  pray  God  to  blesse  and  cotinue  to  my  posteryte,  is  p 
annum  de  claro  (clearj  904//.  7.9.  9d.;"  a  considerable  income, 
representing  at  least  ten  times  as  much  in  our  present 
money.  From  Bobert  de  Grey's  income  must,  however,  be 
deducted  the  dower  of  the  Lady  Temperance  Heydon,  whicli 
he  did  not  enjoy  till  her  death  in  1577. 

Bobert  de  Grey  was  a  staunch  Catholic,  and  neither  fines, 
nor  confiscations,  nor  imprisonments  could  make  him  con- 
form to  the  State  religion.  His  wife,  probably,  was 
equally  staunch,  for  she  came  of  a  Catholic  family  thut 
suffered  much  for  conscience  sake.  She  was  sister  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lovell  of  East  Ilarling,  and  of  Bobert  Lovell  of 
Beechamwell,  both  of  whom  were  fined  and  imprisoned  for 
their  recusancy. 

The  first  thing  that  we  know  about  Bobert  de  Grey  is, 
that,  as  soon  as  he  became  owner  of  his  estate,  he  sued 
Thomas  Grey,  Gen.,  for  the  possession  of  some  property  in 
Merton. 

Decision  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Easter  Term,  8th 
Elizabeth  (156G)  : — Bobert  Grey,  Arm.,  by  John  Kemp  his 
attorney,  sues  for  a  messuage  with  garden,  orchard,  and 
forty-six  acres  of  land  in  Merton,  Thompson,  and  Gryston, 
claiming  this  property  as  part  of  his  inheritance,  unjustly 
detained  from  him  by  Thomas  Grey,  generosus,  whose  only 
title  was  that  a  certain  Hugh  Hunt  had  given  him  possession 

7  Lillington  is  omitted  because  it  had  been  sold  18th  May,  24th  Elizabeth 
(1582),  by  Robert  de  Grey  ;  and  Lubenham  I  suppose  had  been  sold  also  by 
him,  for  in  lu69  Sir  Basil  Brooke  held  it. — Nichols'  History  of  Leicestershire, 
in  Hill's  History  of  Gartree  Sundred,  p.  139.  Lubenham  came  into  tho 
de  Grey  family  by  purchase  of  William  Grey  from  Thomas  Baude  in  1500, — 
Ibid. 
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of  it  thirty  years  before.  Thomas  appeared  in  propria 
persona,  and  called  a  witness,  John  Howell,  who  was  judged 
in  contempt;  and  Robert  recovered  the  said  property  against 
Thomas.  Robert  obtained  a  Queen's  brief  for  recovery  of 
tlie  property,  and  William  Parson,  Esq.,  acting  for  him  on 
the  15th  May  last,  obtained  seizin  of  the  said  house  and  its 
appurtenances.  Decision  dated  27th  May,  8th  Elizabeth 
(1566).— Deed  at  Merton  Hall. 

Robert  de  Grey  held  his  first  court  for  the  manor  of 
Merton  Hall  in  the  10th  Elizabeth  (1568).8 

Robert  de  Grey  was  soon  engaged  in  another  lawsuit.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Robert  de  Grey's  nephew,  a  boy  of 
eleven  years  of  age,  had  been,  as  ward  of  the  Cro\\Ti,  married 

to  Elizabeth  ,  who,  after  her  boy-husband's  death, 

married  Nicholas  Mynne,  Esq. 

Dr.  Jessopp  informs  me  that  on  the  30th  October,  13th 
Elizabeth,  1571,  a  great  trial  was  going  on  between  Nicholas 
Mynne,  Arm.,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  plaintiff,  and  Robert 
de  Grey  of  Merton,  Arm.,  defendant ;  Mynne  and  his  wife 
suing  for  lands  in  dower,  in  Merton,  &c.,  which  Elizabeth 
claimed  as  late  wife  of  Thomas  Grey,  dec.  Robert  de  Grey, 
the  defendant,  pleaded  nullity  of  marriage. 

Robert  de  Grey  did  not  marry  till  late  in  life.  His 
marriage  settlement,  preserved  at  Merton  Hall,  is  dated 
26th  August,  16th  Elizabeth,  1574.  He  was  then  forty-four 
years  old,  and  had  been  owner  of  Merton  eight  years.  The 
indenture  between  "  Dame  Elizabeth  Lovell,  widowe,  late  wyf  e 
of  Thomas  Lovell,  Knighte,  deceased,  and  Thomas  Lovell, 
Esquire,  her  sonne  apparante,  of  thone  ptie,  and  Robert  de 
Graye  of  Merton  ....  Esquire,  of  thother  ptie,  witnesseth  y* 
for  &  in  consideration  of  a  mariage  to  be  holden  &  solem- 
nized by  y®  grace  of  Almightie  God  betwene  the  said 

8  "Marton  Hall.   Curia  prima  genal'  cu'  leta  Rob'ti  de  Greye  armig'i  .  .  .  . 
ib'm  tent'  die  m'curij  in  festo  s'cto  fidie  virginis  anno  regni  Elizabetho  .  .  . 
decimo." 
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Robert  de  Graye  &  Anne  Lovell,  one  of  daughters  of  y* 
said  S"*  Thomas  &  dame  Elizabeth,  on  this  side  the  feast 
of  all  Saints  next  cominge  after  y^  date  hereof,  if  y°  said 

Anne  shall  therunto  assent  &  God  shall  y*  pmitt  

Trustees,  Sir  Thomas  Cornwallis,^  Sir  Jhon  Sulyardo,' 
Knightes,  Thomas  Lovell  &  Eobert  Kempe,^  Esquires,  Jhon 

Graye  ^  &  Edward  fEudde,  Gentlemen   Settles  tlie 

Merton  manor  and  after  the  death  of  one  dame 

Temperans,*  now  wyfe  of  S*"  Xpofer  Heydon,  Knight,  sonu-- 
time  wyfe  of  Thomas  de  Graye,  Esquire,  brother  of  tlic 
sayd  Robert  deceased  one   anuytie  or  yearly  rent 

'  Sir  Thomas  Comwallis,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Comwallia  of 
Broome,  Suffolk,  by  INIary  his  wife,  daughter  of  Edward  Sulyard,  Esq.,  wa« 
Comptroller  of  the  Household  to  Queen  Mary,  and  built  Broome  Hall  about 
1650.— Page's  Sufolk,  p.  91. 

1  Sir  John  Sulyarde  was  descended  from  a  family  settled  at  Wetherden  in 
Suffolk  since  the  8th  Edward  IV  (1408-9).  He  was  a  firm  adherent  of 
Queen  Mary.  His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Edimiml 
Bedingfield.  His  third  wife  was  Alice,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Korvillo, 
widow  of  John  Bedingfield  and  mother  of  Humphrey  Bedingfield,  the 
recusant. — From  Page's  Suffolk,  p.  556. 

2  Probably  Robert  Kemp  of  Gissing,  Esq.,  whose  second  wife  was  ElizaboUi 
de  Grey,  Eobert  de  Grey's  niece.    Eobert  Kemp  died  1694. 

^  John  Gray,  I  suppose  of  the  family  of  Grey  of  Griston. — See  Visitation 
of  Harveif,  C/(irt  }icieu.r,  1567. 

*  Temperance,  daughter  of  Sir  Wymonde  Carewe,  was  widow  of  Thomas  do 
Grey  of  Merton,  older  brother  of  Eobert.  (See  note,  supra.)  Thomas  do  (iroy 
died  12th  May,  4th  EUzabeth  (1562),  and  the  widow  before  the  feast  of  St. 
Luke,  6th  Elizabeth  (1663),  became  the  second  wife  of  Sir  Christopher  Ileydon 
of  Baconsthorpe,  Knt.,  as  appears  by  the  heading  of  the  court-roll  of  thftt 
date.  "Marton  Hall  in  Marton,  curia  prima  gena'lis  cu'  leta  xpofferi  Heidon 
militis  et  due  Tempancie  consortis  eius  ....  die  sabbi  px  post  ffm  sti  luco 
eungle  anno  regni  Elizabethe  dei  gra  .  .  .  quinto."  Temperance  died  9th  Octo- 
ber, 1577  (Blomefield.)  Sir  Christopher,  who  had  three  wives,  died  10th 
December,  1579  (ib.),  seized  of  thirty-three  manors  and  nine  advowsons.  Ho 
would  have  been  a  valuable  prize  for  the  recusant  hunters,  but  he  scema  fully 
to  have  accepted  the  new  form  of  religion.  Further  on  we  find  him  (22ud 
August,  1578)  associated  with  the  Bishop  in  the  prosecution  of  his  late  wifo's 
brother-in-law,  Eobert  de  Grey ;  and  he  was  one  of  the  Norfolk  Commissiouora 
for  the  survey  of  church  goods.— Public  Eecord  Office.   Exch.  Church  Goods. 
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of  xxli  ....  out  of  the  manor  of  Banyard  in  Bunwell  .... 
proviso  that  the  sayd  Robert  de  Graye  shall  not  be  iiiforced 
or  required  for  the  making  of  the  sayd  assurance  to  travaile 
out  of  y®  countie  of  Norfolke  saving  only  onces  to  London. 
...  If  Anne  survives  her  husband  she  is  to  have  wood  and 
underwood  for  plough  boote,  carte  boote,  hedge  boote,  fhre 
boote  (the  old  word  for  profit,  or  something  which  makes 
up  a  deficiency,  and  which  still  survives  in  our  '  bootless/ 
and  '  to  boot ')  and  she  is  to  provide  for  Robert's  aimt 
Mary  Graye  for  her  and  her  mayd  vaunt  good  and  sufficient 
meate,  drinke,  and  lodginge  to  be  hadd  w'hin  y°  now 
mansion  Howse  of  y^  sayd  Robert  at  M'ton  " 

The  deed  is  signed  by  Elysabeth  Lovell  and  Thomas  Lovell. 
Witnesses,  Robt.  Lovell,  George  Monoux,^  Ifrauncys  Lovell. 

So  far  as  I  know  the  only  issue  of  this  marriage  was  one 
eon,  who  afterwards  became  Sir  William  de  G  rey  of  Morton, 
Knight. 

Robert  de  Grey,  as  we  have  seen,  succeeded  to  the  family 
estates  in  1566,  the  8th  of  Elizabeth,  and  married  in  the 
16th  Elizabeth  (1574).  For  a  long  time,  as  far  as  we  know, 
he  continued  without  let  or  hinderance  in  the  Catholic 
religion. 

Those  who  have  not  seen  the  interesting  story  of  the 
Norfolk  recusants,  as  narrated  by  Dr.  Jessopp  in  his  Oiie 
Generation  of  a  Norfo/k  Jlouse,  should  read  this  extract 
concerning  Robert  de  Grey,  taken  by  Dr.  Jessopp  from  the 
Cotton  MSS. 

22  Aug.  1578.  "  This  daye  there  appeared  before  their  Lordships 
as  warned  by  the  Sheriff e  of  Norff.  ....  Robert  de  Grey  de  Martin, 
Esq.  [and  four  other  Norfolk  gentlemen].  And  being  sov'ally  called 
one  by  one,  the  Bishoppe  of  the  Diocesse  ^  and     Christopher  Heydon 

6  George  Monoux,  there  is  little  doubt,  was  of  the  family  of  Monoux  of 
Walthamstowe  in  Essex.— See  Visitation  of  Essex,  Harl.  Soc.  Pub. 
6  Edmund  Frcake,  Bishop  of  Norwich  1575—1581. 
VOL.  IX.]  X 
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and  S'  Willm.  Butts,''  Knights,  being  p'nt,  they  were  particularly 
charged  that  contrary  to  all  good  Lawes  and  orders  and  against  tho 
dutie  of  good  subjects  thoy  refused  to  come  to  the  Churche  at  the 
tymes  of  prayer,  Sermons,  and  other  Devino  s'vices.  Ev'y  one  of 
them  confessed  y^  it  was  true  that  they  did  absent  themselves  from 
the  Churche  as  aforesaid.  And  being  demaunded  by  their  Lordsliipa 
whither  they  wold  not  bo  contented  to  conforme  themselves  to  onkT, 
and  like  good  subjects  to  come  to  the  Church,  ev'y  one  of  them  liko- 
wise  refused  so  to  do,  uppon       their  refusall  they  were  commandod 

to  stand  apart   And  where  it  appeared  that  ....  Eob't  de  Csroy 

[and  three  others]  had  not  bene  aforetyme  dealt  with  by  the  B.  in 
that  case  they  foure  being  called  altogether  before  their  Lordsliip8 
wore  ordered  that  they  shold  ev'y  of  them  enter  into  bonds  to  lior 
Mali's  use  in  200''  a  peece,  that  they  shold  not  depart  from  their 
lodgings  appoynted  unto  them  in  the  Citty  of  Norwich  and  that  tlicy 
shold  once  ev'y  day  as  often  as  they  shalbe  sent  conferre  w''^  the  L.  B. 
or  such  as  he  shall  appoyiit  for  their  bettor  instructions  to  bring  them  to 
conformitye." — Dr.  Jessopp's  One  ( f  eneration  of  a  Norfolk  House,  p.  74. 

Thus  it  seems  that  it  was  in  the  20th  year  of  Elizabeth's 
reign  ^  (1578)  that  Robert  de  Grey  was  first  proceeded 
against  as  a  recusant. 

In  the  23rd  Elizabeth  (1581),  an  Act  of  Parliament  was 
passed  under  wliich  every  pei'son  who  said  mass  forfeited  two 
hundred  marks  and  was  imprisoned  for  one  year ;  every 
person  who  willingly  beard  mass  forfeited  one  hundred 
marks,  with  imprisonment  for  the  same  term  (23rd  Eliz. 
c.  i.  sec.  4)  ;  and  every  person  above  the  age  of  sixteen 
who  did  not  go  to  church  forfeited  £20  a  month  (sec.  5), 
with  imprisonment  in  default  of  payment  after  three  months 
till  the  debt  was  paid  (sec.  11.) 

'  Sir  William  Butts  was  of  Thornage,  near  Holt.  Ho  was  High  Shoriff 
1563,  ob.  3rd  Sept.  1583,  s.  ^.—Norfolk  Visitation,  i.,  p.  343.  He  was  dcg- 
ccnded  from  Sir  William  Butts,  the  eminent  physician  and  the  great  friend 
to  Archbishop  Cranmer  andthe  Reformation.—  Blomefield,  iii.  596,  and  vii.  1G4. 
Queen  Elizabeth  in  her  progress  in  1578  through  Norfolk  went  to  Thornago, 
Sir  William  Butts',  from  Baconsthorpe,  Sir  Christopher  Heidon. — Blomefiold, 
vi.  178. 

^  Elizabeth's  regnal  years  began  on  November  17th. 
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In  the  24tli  Elizabeth  (1582),  Eobert  de  Grey  "  stoode 
iiidetted  unto  the  late  Queene  in  the  some  of  t^yo  hundreth 
and  twentie  poundes  {i.e.  £20  j^er  month)  for  tliat  the  sayd 
Robte  did  not  repayre  to  any  Church,  Chappell,  or  usuall 
place  of  coin  on  prayer  by  the  space  of  eleaven  moncthes, 
that  is  to  say  betwene  the  first  day  of  August  in  the  three 
and  twentith  yere  of  the  raigne  of  the  late  Queene 
Elizabeth  and  the  three  and  twentith  day  of  July  in  the 
fewer  and  twentith  yere  of  the  rayne  of  the  sayd  late 
Queene." — Deed  of  Discharge  at  Morton  Hall,  21st  July, 
2nd  James  1.  (1604). 

In  the  24th  Elizabeth  Robert  de  Grey  sold  his  manor  of 
Lillington  to  Nicholas  Mynne,  Esq.,  of  Little  Walsingham. 
Nicholas  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, — who,  as  we  have  seen, 
was  widow  of  the  boy  Thomas  de  Grey,  Robert's  nephew, — 
were  to  extinguish  dower.  The  convej^ance  is  endorsed  with 
this  note :  "  The  sayle  of  the  manner  of  Lillington  in 
Warwyckshire  to  Nicholas  Mynn,  being  forced  to  it  b}^  the 
unconscionably  [.s/c]  certyfycate  of  the  byshopj^e." — Deed  at 
Merton  Ilall,  18th  May,  24th  Elizabeth.  Lillington  had  been 
in  the  de  Grey  family  for  several  generations ;  for  in  the 
above  deed  of  conveyance  it  is  said  to  be  *'late  Thomas  Grey's, 
brother  of  the  said  Robert,  aiul  before  that  Ediiiunde  Grey's, 
father  of  the  said  Robert,  and  sumtyme  Thomas  Grey's, 
grandfather  of  the  said  Robert."  Lillington  also  belonged 
to  the  father  of  the  last-named  Thomas,  for  Dugdale  in  his 
Wanvickshire,  p.  203,  says  that  "William  Grey,  Esq^,  dyed 
seized  10  Hen.  VII.  (1494-5)  of  a  mannour  there." 

In  the  25th  Elizabeth,  June  19th,  1583,  and  nine  years 
after  his  marriage,  Robert  de  Grey's  only  son  and  heir, 
William^  was  born. 

In  the  25th  Elizabeth  (1583)  "Robte  de  Grey  did  likewise 
stand  indetted  ....  in  the  some  of  two  hundreth  poundes  for 
that  he  did  not  repayre  to  any  Church,  Chappell,  or  usuall 
place  of  comon  prayer  by  the  space  of  tenne  monethes,  that 
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is  to  say  betwene  the  first  day  of  August  in  tlie  fower  and 
twentith  yere  of  tlie  raigne  of  the  sayd  late  Queene  and  tlio 
eight  day  of  July  in  the  five  and  twentith  yere." — Deed  of 
Discharge,  21st  July,  2nd  James  I.  In  the  26th  Eliz.  (1581) 
he  stood  likewise  indebted  in  the  sums  of  £160  and  £80. — Ibid. 

In  the  26th  Elizabeth,  Robert  Grey,  Arm.,  and  otlicr 
recusant  gentlemen  Avere  ordered  to  be  kept  in  jail  "till  tlu-y 
have  paid  the  whole  sums  of  money  whereof  they  have  been 
before  convicted,  as  also  the  sums  whereof  they  be  convicted 
at  these  Assizes." — From  Sessions'  Book,  Norfolk;  quoted  by 
Dr.  Jessopp  in  One  Gejieratioii  of  a  Norfolk  House,  p.  192. 

And  further,  in  October,  1588,  30th  Elizabeth,  Robert 
Graye  and  other  recusant  gentlemen,  prisoners  in  the  jail  ut 
Norwich,  "because  they  do  much  harm  and  infect  tlio 
country  by  the  liberty  which  they  enjoy  there,"  were  ordered 
to  be  removed  to  Wisbech. 

Dr.  Jessopp,  in  a  note  to  chapter  iii.  of  the  Life  of  tlio 
Jesuit  Father,  John  Gerard,  by  Morris,  (p.  47) — a  book 
which  gives  a  graphic  account  of  the  cruel  treatment  to 
which  the  Roman  Catholics  in  England  were  exposed  in 
Elizabeth's  reign, — says  that  this  order  for  the  removal  of 
the  recusants  to  Wisbech,  was,  he  believes,  never  executed; 
for  the  prisoners  were  at  Norwich  in  the  castle  so  late  us 
the  5th  April,  1590  (32nd  Elizabeth).  That  Robert  do 
Grey  was  in  prison  up  to  the  6th  April,  29th  Elizabeth, 
seems  probable  also  from  the  fact  that  he  was  fined  up  to 
that  time,  every  year  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  23rd 
Elizabeth,  for  not  attending  any  place  of  [Protestant] 
worship ;  no  mention  being  made  of  his  parish  church, 
which,  after  the  40th  Elizabeth  (1597-8),  when  he  was — as  I 
believe — residing  at  Merton,  is  always  mentioned. 

The  recusant  gentlemen  in  NorAvich  Castle  appear  to  havo 
had  a  common  room  and  common  table  {Lfe  of  Father 
Gerard,  page  47),  and  "they  had  liberty,  occasionally,  to  go 
out  on  business,  giving  bail  for  their  re-appearance." — Ibid. 
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In  tlie  Harleian  3188.,  vol.  ccclx.,  p.  5,  we  have  the  rules 
for  the  guidance  of  the  jailor  of  Wisbech  Castle  as  to  the 
custody  of  the  recusants.  It  is  probable  that  in  Norwich 
Castle  the  rules  were  similar,  and  if  so  the  recusant  gentle- 
men had  no  easy  life.  One  of  the  rules  is  as  follows  :  [the 
jailor]  "  shall  not  suffer  the  said  recusantes  to  have  anie 
conferrence  betwene  themselves  but  at  their  ordinarie  nieales, 
and  at  that  tyme  there  shall  be  no  speache  of  anie  matters 
that  are  in  con  trover  sie  for  religion." 

The  following  document,  recently  discovered  amongst  the 
Merton  muniments,  relates  chieHy  to  the  time  when  Eobert 
de  Grey  was  confined  in  Norwich  Castle.  It  seems  to  have 
been  written  by  some  friend  or  partisan  of  Sir  William 
de  Grey,  Knt.,  of  Merton,  son  and  heir  of  Robert,  early  in 
the  reign  of  James  I.,  to  place  on  record  the  treatment  to 
which  Robert  de  Grey  had  been  subjected  by  Thomas  Felton, 
an  officer  appointed  by  the  Government  to  prosecute  com- 
missions for  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  lands  and  goods  of 
recusants.  The  handwriting  is  very  minute  (not  more  than 
one-twentieth  of  an  inch  in  height),  though  perfectly  clear. 

Concerning  the  underhand  dealing  of  ffelton  [see  Appendix  A]  w'*^ 
the  late  Queene,  by  whome  he  was  put  in  trusto  as  also  his  turbulent 
vexation  of  her  subioct''^  and  his  Ma^'''  that  were  confonnable. 

Mr.  ft'elton  aboute  the  xxv"'  yere  ^  of  the  late  Queene  being  desirous 

^  Not,  I  think,  till  after  the  28th  year  (1584),  as  stated  firrther  on  in  this  doc- 
ument ;  for  in  that  year  John  Fortescue  farmed  the  manor  of  Caxtons  of  liobert 
de  Grey,  as  Francis  AVoodhouse  did  afterwards  the  Merton  and  Ellinghara 
manors,  no  doubt  to  save  it,  if  possible,  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Government.  The  words  of  the  heading  of  the  manor  roll  are  as  follows  :— 
Maner'm  \   Curia  Joh'is  fFortescewe  Armigi'  firmarij  Robt'i  de  Graye 

Caustons  >  Armig'i  Manij  sui  pd'ti  ib'm  tent  die  .  .  .  .  videltvicesimo 

al's  Caxstons.  )  tertio  die  Maij  anno  regni  dn'e  Elizabeth  dei  gra'  angl 
flfranc  and  hib'nie  regine  fidei  defensoris,  &c.,  vicesimo  octavo. 

From  the  28th  year  of  Elizabeth,  when  John  Fortescue  farmed  Caxtons,  up 
to  the  40th  year  (1598),  the  records  of  the  manor  courts  are  wanting.  Pro- 
bably Felton  held  the  manor.  In  the  40th  year  Robert  de  Grey  seems  to  have 
got  it  back  into  his  own  hands,  for  the  heading  of  the  roll  is  as  follows  :  — 
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or  rather  importunate  to  hyer  the  mannowr  i  of  Cawsones  [see  Appen- 
dix B]  in  SufT.,  belonging  to  one  Eobt.  de  Gray  a  recusant,  the  samo 
adioyning  to  a  mannoitr  of  ffeltons  called  Peacock  Hall  [see  Appendix 
C]  since  soldo  awaie  by  him,  wAVch  by  the  mediacion  of  ffreindea  ho  ol»- 
teyned  of  the  said  Eobt.  de  Gray  a  lease  for  certeiue  yeares  at  the  yonly 
rent  of  SOU.  and  fyne  of  80/i.  But  shortly  after  Mr.  tfelton  [havoing 
the  generall  prosecuting  in  the  seizure  of  recusantes  landes  and  goodofs, 
did  (takeinge  advantage  of  the  tyme)  to  benefit  himselfo]  cunningly 
come  to  the  said  Eobert  de  Graie  (then  being  a  prisoner  in  NorwiVli 
for  his  recusancy)  and  desired  him  to  take  his  lease  agayne,  for  it  wiuh 
so  hard  a  poniworth  that  he  coulde  doe  no  good  of  it,  to  the  intent  (in 
afterward  it  fell  out)  he  mighte  worke  his  entended  and  premedih\tt.'<l 
pitrpose.  The  said  Eobert  de  Grey  refused  to  take  it  for  so  mucho  u« 
he  was  a  p?'isoner  and  coulde  not  in  sach  Scarborrowe  warniugo  [no 
warning  or  very  short  warning]  i^rovide  himselfe  of  a  fit  fermofir  fur 
it.  This  answore  was  as  he  desired  ffbr  so  soono  as  his  comissiou  v,m 
sealed  for  the  prosecuting  of  recusantes  he  caused  this  land  fornifrly 
hyred  of  the  recusant  by  the  yerely  rent  of  Ixxx/i.  and  Ixxx/i.  fyno  to 
be  founde  by  Inquisicion  to  the  late  Queene  but  at  xxii//'.  a  yere  *  or 
thereaboutes  and  at  that  rate  set  other  men  to  get  a  lease  of  it  fur 
himselfe.  This  mannour  of  Cawsones  being  nowe  lett,  and  miglit<« 
have  bin  then  let  for  cxKt.  by  yere  which  Mr.  fTelton  enioyed  many 
yeres  and  thereby  defeated  [defrauded]  the  Queene  of  a  100/<.  yeroly 
he  being  put  in  truste,  and  receiving  a  styjDend  of  ccli.  a  yero  of 
her  late  Mayes^ie  for  such  service.  But  Mr.  ffelton  not  herewith*,» 
contented,  felled  tymbor  and  underwooih  .s  of  the  said  Eobert  do  Groy'i* 
to  the  value  of  yli.  as  by  deposieons  of  rocorde  male  appeare.  Whoro- 
upon  Eobt.  do  Grey  complayned  to  the  late  Lord  Tresurer  ^  of  tho 

I\Ian'm  de  Caustons  \  Curia  I\ob'ti  Grayo  Arinigi'  manerij  sui  pd'ti  ib'm 
al's  Cakstons  in  )   tout  die  luno  videlt  vicesinio  quiutu  die  Sopteinbria 

Com.,  SufF.  ;   auno  regni  dn'e  Elizabeth  ....  cpiadragesiino. 

This  may  have  been  the  time  referred  to  fartlier  on  in  tliis  document,  "when 
all  Felton's  leases  were  revoked." 

^  The  italics  represent  the  letters  that  are  omitted,  i.e.,  the  contraction», 
in  the  original  document. 

In  a  paper  at  ]Merton  Hall,  in  Sir  William  de  Grey's  handwriting,  I  find 
that  the  value  of  his  "  ITarms  and  rentes "  of  his  manor  of  Caxtons  in 
Cornerd  was  in  1G24  (i.e.,  about  forty  years  after  the  time  when  it  was  lot  to 
Felton  at  £22)  £1G3.  7s.  9d. 

3  The  famous  William  Cocil,  Lord  Burghley,  who  was  appointed  Lord  Ilif^h 
Treasurer  in  1572,  and  who  held  the  office  (nearly  the  same  as  that  of  uar 
Prime  Minister)  till  his  death  in  1598. 
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abuse  offered  by  ffelton  to  her  Ma'''  and  him.  And  tbe  late  Lord 
Tresurer  (as  maie  appeare  vnder  bis  band)  directed  bis  leftvcs  to  Sir 
William  Woodebowse  and  otbers  in  Norfl'.,  and  to  S'  Willmni  Walde- 
craffe  *  and  otbers  in  Suff.,  for  tbe  viewinge  of  Spoyles  of  woodes, 
decaying  of  bowses,  and  otber  groat  extremities  complayned  of  by  tbe 
said  Eo.  de  Grey,  being  viewed  by  tbem  was  ce?-tefied  to  be 
moste  true.  Wbereupon  tbe  late  Lo.  Tf  er  caused  all  Felton's  leases 
to  be  revoked,  as  one  ynwortbie  tberoof  for  bis  vniuste  and  vncon- 
scionable  Corses  ag*^^  tbe  said  Ro.  de  Grey,  as  maie  appere  vnder  bis 
Loi'^  band.  It  being  Felton's  corss  alwaies  to  rack  sucb  landes  as 
were  in  tbe  recusantes  bandes  But  to  conceale  tbe  true  value  of  sucb 
landes  as  were  in  bis  owne  bandes  suggesting  tbat  it  was  no  more 
wortb  tben  tbat  be  paid  to  tbe  Q.  tbe  trutbe  of  which  never  came  to 
ligbte  vntill  sucb  tyme  as  it  pleased  bis  gratious  Ma'*^'  to  restoore  vnto 
"William  de  Grey  tbe  Land  which  no  we  vpon  tlie  letting  of  it  appeares 
tbat  b.e  defeated  tbe  Q.  in  one  Mannon?'  in  Suffolk  of  a  c''  yerely.  He 
also  caused  Browne  one  of  bis  Complices  to  take  awaie  lynnen  convoyed 
to  a  poore  woeman's  bowse  for  safty  wortb  200Zi.  wAicb.  was  of  tbe  onely 
workinge  of  tbe  said  Wilb'am  de  Grej'^'s  motber  ^  in  ber  young  tyme, 
wbicb  S'  Avtbur  Hevingbam  ^  in  bis  sbrevalty  received  (and  as  for  as 
many  be  found)  ^  never  aunswered  jd.  into  tbe  Excbequer.  By  which 
infinit  vexacions  continewingo  from  xxviij^''  yere  (1586)  of  tbe  late 
Queeno  vntill  tbe  xliij""  yere  (IGOl)  was  lyke  to  baue  bin  tbe  vtter 

4  Sir  William  Waldegrave  was  representative  of  a  family  of  much  im- 
portance, settled  since  the  rcigu  of  Edward  III.  at  Suiallbridge  manor  in 
Bares,  in  the  immediato  neighhovirliood  of  Kobert  de  Grey's  Cornord  f  state. 
Sir  William  married  first,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Mildmay,  and 
secondly,  Urisild,  relict  of  Sir  Thonms  Rivet.  He  was  knighted  1576.  He 
died  1st  August,  1613,  and  was  buried  at  Bures,  leaving  five  sons  and  four 
daughters. — Erom  a  paper  in  !SuJi'olk  Arch(eoluijy  on  the  Waldegrave  Eaniily, 
by  E.  M.  Dewing,  Esq. 

^  Sir  William  de  Grey's  mother  was  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Lovell 
of  East  Ilarling. 

6  Sir  Arthur  Heveningham  was  High  Sheriff  of  Norfolk  in  the  21th  year 
of  Elizabeth,  and  again  in  her  last  year.  This  family  was  of  Ketteringham, 
Norf.,  and  Heveningham,  Suff.  Sir  Arthiu-  married  Mary,  daughter  of  — 
Hanchet,  of  an  ancient  Hertfordshire  family.  He  received  knighthood  from 
King  James,  2nd  January,  1617.  He  died  8th  October,  1630,  and  lies  buried 
near  his  wife  in  the  chancel  at  Ketteringham,  — Suekling's  Suffolk,  ii.,  389. 

'  Qy.  as  far  as  may  be  found. 
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vndoeinge  of  Robt.  de  Grey  and  his  whole  f amily.^  In  the  xliijth  yero  of 
the  said  late  Q.  Eobt.  de  Grey  dyed,  and  lefte  his  sonne  Willmm  de  Oroy 
of  y*  age  of  18  yeres  a  warde  by  wardship  the  late  Q.  enioyed  mosto 
of  his  lands  saving  some  'IWli.  a  yero  the  said  Robt.  de  Orey 
demised  for  educacion  of  his  sonne  in  his  minority  and  payraejit  of 
his  debtes  and  legacies.  NotwtY/i standing  Felton  continewiug  his 
former  mallice  to  the  sonne  for  his  father's  sake  (although  dead)  niul 
fyndyng  that  his  sonne  William  de  Grey  went  to  Church :  whereby  ho 
coulde  get  no  advantage  of  him  for  matter  of  recusancy  ffelton  iii- 
tendinge  to  make  him  the  firste  president :  Caused  vpon  a  mooro 
suggestion  the  foresaid  landes  of  240/i.  a  yere  demised  for  the  CauH<4 
abovesaid  to  be  extended  [valued]  at  12()U.  yearly  Rent  to  the  intent 
(as  afterward  it  fell  out)  he  mighte  get  a  lease  thereof  to  himselfo  at 
that  underrate,  w*^''  extent  [valuation]  was  levyed  vppon  his  sug- 
gestion of  a  supposed  debte  contrary  to  the  presidentes  of  Gago, 
Westby,  Danyoll,  Yaxley  remayning  of  Record  discharged  in  the  lyko 
case  by  plea,  by  Mr.  Attorney  generall'-*  confession. 

Whereupon  William  de  Grey  humbly  praied  the  coitrte  of  Ex- 
cheq?;er  vntill  it  were  certeinely  knowne  whether  it  were  .  a  debto  or 
no,  and  that  if  it  doe  fall  out  to  be  a  debte  (W^  Justice  Walmisloy>  at 
the  hearing  of  the  cause  did  deliuer  to  be  no  debte  according  as  ho 
tooke  the  true  meaninge  of  the  statute  to  be)  he  mighte  be  preforrwl 
to  have  a  lease  of  his  owne  landes  being  conformable  before  any  othor 
at  such  rate  as  it  was  extended  at,  whereupon  the  nowe  Lon/ 
Tresurer'^  did  pronounce  in  open  courte  that  it  was  y^  Q.  pleasvn-o 
Willmm  de  Grey  being  conformable  sliold  have  a  lease  of  his  ovnio 
landes  before  any  other.  Neverthelesse  in  y-'  Yacac/on  ffelton  procurod 
a  lease  of  the  said  mannonrs  worth  240//.  a  yere  at  12G//.  yerely  rent: 
Therevpon  Willmm  de  Grey  in  this  greate  extremity  offered  to  paio 

*^  That  Hobert  de  Grey  was  not,  like  many  a  Catholic  country  gentleman, 
ruined  by  the  recusant  persecutions,  seems  to  have  been  due,  not  to  tho 
leniency  of  the  Government,  but  to  his  own  persistent  determination  to 
evade  or  refuse,  whenever  possible,  the  demands  of  the  law. 

9  Probably  Sir  Edward  Coke,  who  held  the  office  from  his  appointment, 
10th  April,  1694,  till  he  was  made  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  30th 
June,  1606. 

1  Mr.  Justice  Walmesley  was  made  a  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  10th 
May,  1589.  On  the  accession  of  James  he  was  reappointed  and  knighted. 
He  died  26th  November,  1612,  and  was  buried  at  Blackburn  in  Lancashire. 

2  Thomas  Sackville,  Lord  Buckhurst,  was  appointed  Lord  Treasurer  on 
the  death  of  Bui-ghley,  and  held  the  office  till  his  death  in  1608. 
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y*  imposed  debte  by  200li.  a  yere  and  coulde  not  have  it,  ffelton  by  this 
vniuste  graunte  after  bis  father's  death  felled  all  his  woodes  of  theise 
two  mannoztrs,  and  coulde  haue  no  redrosse  :  enioyed  the  landes  4 
yeres,  and  thereby  gayned  or  mighte  have  gayned  oOOZi'.  over  and 
beside  y"^  yerely  rent  to  the  Q.  the  defendinge  of  -w'^  vnconscionable 
suite  lasting  4  yeres  cost  WilKam  de  Grey  500/t.  and  better  besydes 
the  losse  of  his  land  for  4  yeres,  which,  comes  to  900/i.  and  more.  Soe 
that  one  waie  or  other  it  coste  him  more  then  the  imposed  debte  it 
selfe  being  at  the  first  loOOli.  and  IxxxK.  whereof  paid  by  extent  to 
the  late  Q.  and  the  Kinges  Ma'"  400//.  and  xl.  besyde  that  ffelton 
gayned  which  was  rather  more,  w^^  thinges  being  considered  doth  show 
that  ffelton  neither  respected  religion  conformity  nor  y^  benefit  of  the 
Q.  no  farder  then  it  mighte  be  profitable  for  himselfe,  w/z/ch  vniuste 
courses  of  ffelton  as  it  is  vnaunswereable  in  this  owne  particuler,  So 
man 5'  others  felte  it  in  this  Kingdome  to  the  Euwine  of  their  Ilowses, 
and  wastes  of  theire  inheritaunce,  especially  in  this  particuler  of 
Will/am  de  Grey.  But  that  his  gratious  Ma"''  takeing  mercy  of 
him  in  his  princely  comiseracon  was  pleased  to  pctrdon  him. 

In  the  27tli  Eliz.  (1585)  "Robte  de  Grey  did  likewise  stand 
indetted  unto  the  late  Qiieene  in  the  some  of  one  hundreth 
and  threescore  poundes  for  that  he  did  not  repayre  to  any 
Church  Chapell  or  other  usuall  place  of  comon  prayer  by 
the  space  of  eight  monethes  (videlt.)  from  the  seaven  and 
twentith  day  of  July  in  the  sixe  and  twentith  yere  of  the 
raigne  of  the  sayd  late  Queene  until  the  thirtieth  day  of 
March  in  the  seaven  and  twentith  yeare." — Deed  of  Discharge, 
21st  July,  2nd  James.  In  the  same  year  Robert  de  Grey 
stood  likewise  indebted  to  the  Queen  in  the  sum  of  £G0,  for 
the  same  reasons. — Ibid. 

In  the  28th  Elizabeth  (158G),  Robert  de  Grey,  like  many 
other  recusant  gentlemen  and  ladies,  made  an  offer  to  the 
government  of  an  annual  payment  in  lieu  of  fines.  His 
first  offer  is  thus  recorded: — "Public  Record  Office,  Dom., 
Eliz.,  vol.  188.  The  names  of  those  principall  recusantes  w*''^ 
have  yealded  their  consentes  to  paie  yearly  to  her  Ma^^'^  vse  in 
y^  exchekr  the  severall  soomes  undermenconed,  viz. : — Rob*^ 
de  Grey  of  Merton,  Esq'".,  viij//.  vjs.  viij(/." 
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A  second  offer  is  in  the  same  volume.  It  is  stated  tliat 
tlie  Commissioners,  Henry  Lord  Crumwell,  and  other  justices 
of  Norfolk,  called  before  them  the  principal  recusants  and 
received  ''their  severall  offers  or  excuses."  These  documents 
are  written  and  signed  by  the  recusants  themselves,  and 
therefore  are  especially  interesting.  Robert  de  Grey's 
answer  is  as  follows,  and  forms,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  only 
specimen  existing  of  his  handwriting  and  signature : — 

The  vi  of  Aprell  in  the  xxviij  yeare  of  Queues  Maitycs 
Reygne. 

"I  doe  most  humbly  desyer  her  Maitye  to  accepto  of 
twentye  Markes  a  yeere  to  be  payd  yearely  vnto  her 
receypte  of  hyr  Maities  hyghness  exchecor  &  duryng  tlio 
tyme  that  I  shall  not  come  vnto  the  Churche. 

''By  me  Robert  de  Grey" 

This  offer  of  £13.  6s.  8d.  was  no  doubt  refused,  for  in  the 
same  year  (28th  Elizabeth)  Robert  de  Grey  "  stood  likewise 
indetted  in  the  sum  of  £280  for  that  he  did  not  repayrc  to 
any  church,"  &c. 

In  the  29th  Elizabeth  (1587),  he  stood  likewise  indebted 
in  the  sum  of  £60  for  the  same  reasons.  And  in  the  same 
year  he  stood  likewise  indebted  in  the  sum  of  £120,  for  tliat 
he  did  not  make  submission  and  become  conformable. 

In  the  2Dth  Elizabeth,  a  still  more  stringent  Act  was 
passed  against  recusants,  by  which,  under  section  4,  every 
one  not  repairing  to  church  and  not  paying  the  fine  of  £20 
a  month,  forfeited  to  the  Queen  all  his  goods,  and  also  two 
parts  of  the  profits  of  his  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
leases,  and  farms,  leaving  the  third  part  only  for  the  main- 
tenance and  relief  of  the  offender,  his  wife,  children,  and 
family  ;  and  by  an  Act  of  the  35tli  Elizabeth  (1593),  under 
section  1,  persons  obstinately  refusing  to  go  to  the  churcli 
were  to  be  committed  to  prison,  there  to  remain  without  bail 
till  they  conformed  ;  and  under  section  2,  no  popish  recu- 
sant could  go  above  five  miles  from  his  home  without 
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forfeiting  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  and  all  his  lands  and 
tenements  for  life. 

From  the  28th  till  the  30th  Elizabeth  the  courts  of  the 
manor  of  Merton  were  held  in  Robert  de  Grey's  name. 

From  the  30th  till  the  40th  years  of  Elizabeth  there  is 
no  mention,  in  the  Deed  of  Discharge,  of  any  fines  owed 
by  Robert  de  Grey.  He  was  in  Norwich  jail  according 
to  Dr.  Jessopp  {iit  siqyra)  up  to  the  5th  April,  33rd 
Elizabeth  (1591),  and  it  is  probable  that  from  the  time  he 
left  Norwich  until  the  40th  Elizabeth,  he  was  in  prison  in 
London,  forfeiting,  according  to  the  Act  29th  Elizabeth,  all 
his  goods  and  chattels,  and  two  parts  of  the  profits  of  his 
estates.  In  the  Record  Office,  in  vol.  251,  Dom.,  Elizabeth, 
n.  53,  amongst  the  sums  paid  by  Norfolk  recusants  are  these 
entries:  "x"^°  Martij,  1594,  Robto  Gray  lix//.  iiijs.  ixd,  and 
iiij/«.";  and  among  those  paid  by  Suffolk  recusants  is  this, 
"Robto  Grey  xj/?.  viijs.  xt/.  ob."  Probably  these  were 
payments  on  account  of  some  portions  of  the  profits  of  the 
estates  forfeited  to  the  Queen.  Then,  too,  in  the  JRecusant 
Rolls,  38th  Elizabeth  (1596),  there  is  an  entry,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  is  as  follows :  Robert  de  Grey,  late  of 
Merton,  Esq.,  owed  the  Queen  xls.  for  the  price  of  the  vtdue 
of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  same  Robert  on  account  of 
his  recusancy  which  the  sheriff"  paid  to  the  Ex- 
chequer." The  smallness  of  the  sum,  40  shillings,  may  be 
accounted  for  by  previous  seizures  under  the  Act  29th 
Elizabeth. 

As  to  Robert  de  Grey's  having  been  imprisoned  in  London 
from  the  time  he  left  Norwich  jail  till  the  40th  Elizabeth, 
there  is  this  bit  of  evidence  in  a  document  dated  38th 
Elizabeth  (1596),  and  called  ''A  trewe  certificat  of  Popislie 

Recusants  their  estate,  degree,  valew  in  Lyvelehood, 

the  speciall  place  of  ther  aboade,  w*"^'  of  them  be  howsholders, 
who  vagrante  or  ffiigityves  &c. : — 

"Martyn.  Ann  Graye  the  wyffe  of  Rob't  Graye  esquier;  the 
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said  RoVt  imprysoned  in  London,  his  Lyvinge  woorth  three 
himdreth  markes  by  yeare,  the  Quenes  Ma*^y^  is  answered 
two  p'tes  therof,  his  wife  keapeth  house."  ^  As  we  know 
within  a  little  what  Robert  de  Grey's  estates  were  worth,  it 
is  plain  that  every  possible  evasion  of  the  law  must  have  been 
practised  in  order  to  arrive  at  so  low  a  value  as  £200. 

From  the  34th  to  the  39th  Elizabeth,  as  I  find  from  tho 
Rolls  of  Robert  de  Grey's  manors  of  Merton  Ilall^  and 
Bury  ^  Hall  in  Ellingham,  Francis  Woodhouse  farmed  botli 
of  these  manors.  He  probably  did  so  in  Robert  de  Grey'« 
interest,  and  to  prevent,  if  possible,  their  falling  into  tlio 
hands  of  the  Queen,  under  the  Act  passed  in  her  29th  year. 
Dr.  Je^sopp  says  "that  the  recusants  resorted  to  all  sorts  of 
devices  in  order  to  evade  the  cruel  pressure  of  the  wicked  laws. 
Francis  Woodhouse  of  Breccles  was  not  himself  a  recusant, 
though  his  wife  was  a  very  stubborn  and  consistent  one,  and  ]m 
own  sympathies  were  undoubtedly  that  way.    He  was  one  of 

3  East  Anglian,  ii.  159. 

*  The  words  of  the  heading  of  the  court  of  the  34th  Eliz.  (1592)  are  as  follows: 
"  Marton  hall  j  Cur  gena'lis  Ifrancisci  Woodhowse  armig  firmar  ibm  cii'  lota 

in  Marton  )  ibm'  tent  die  Sabbati  vi't  septimo  die  Octobris  anno  regni  JPie 
nre  Elizabete  tricesimo  quarto." 

It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  there  are  in  the  Merton  muniment  room 
rolls  of  the  manors  of  INIerton  Hall,  of  Bury  Ilall  in  Ellingham,  of  Caxtons  in 
Cornerd,  of  Butters  Hall  and  the  College  Manor  in  Thompson,  of  Campsics 
Mortimers  and  INIarhams  in  Tottington,  and  of  some  other  manors  fonnorly 
in  the  possession  of  the  de  Grey  family.  The  Merton  series  is  a  fine  one, 
beginning  with  the  1st  Edw.  III.  (1327),  and  ending  with  the  35th  Charlea 
II.  (1683).  The  Caxton  series  begins  with  the  4th  Edward  I.  (1276).  ft 
is  very  incomplete. 

^  The  manor  of  Bury  Hall  in  Ellingham  is  stated  by  Blomefield  to  havn 
come  to  the  de  Grey  family  by  the  marriage,  about  1450,  of  William  do 
Grey  with  Christian,  daughter  and  heii-  of  John  Manning.  I  am,  however, 
informed  by  the  Rev.  C.  R.  Manning  that  the  manor  belonged  to  John 
Manning's  elder  brother,  and  descended  in  his  family;  and  this  is  corro- 
borated by  a  document  at  Merton,  in  which  Robert  de  Grey  states  that  it 
was  conveyed  (by  purchase  probably)  to  Thomas  de  Grey  the  priest,  tho 
grandfather  of  Robert,  and  grandson  of  William,  who  married  Chri«tian 
Manning,  by  Thomas  Manning. 
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the  people  wliom  the  Romisli  party  described  as  '  scismatics '  ^ 
as  distinct  from  heretics,  i.e.,  nien  who  '  kept  their  church,' 
and  so  '  skulked  behind  the  law,'  as  Dry  den  says." 

Some  depositions  in  the  Public  Record  Office  clearly 
prove  that  the  Government  suspected  connivance  between 
Francis  "Woodhouse  and  Robert  de  Grey.  It  seems  that,  not- 
withstanding an  agreement  with,  or  lease  to  Woodhouse,  the 
profits  of  two  of  the  Norfolk  woods  of  Robert  de  Grey  were 
sold  by  the  Queen  to  Thomas  Felton  and  Richard  Brewster. 
Yet  it  was  suspected  that  Francis  Woodhouse  and  Robert 
de  Grey  continued  to  derive  profits  from  the  woods.  If  we 
are  to  believe  the  evidence,  they  certainly  hindered  as  much 
as  they  could  the  Government  lessees,  and  one  of  these 
deposes  that  he  could  gett  noe  laborers  to  fell  and  carrie 
away  the  said  wood,"  and  that  "  Mr.  Graie  [who  must  have 
been  occasionally  out  of  prison  on  bail]  did  forbid  to  fell 
the  same,  vsinge  soiTie  threateninge  speache." 

The  Government  therefore  ordered  a  commission  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  out  the  facts  concerning  the  lands  and 
woods,  and  their  management  and  profits,  also  concerning 
the  dealings  of  Francis  Woodhouse  and  Robert  de  Grey 
therewith,  and  those  of  Felton  and  Brewster. 

The  depositions  were  taken  at  Wymondham  in  Norfolk, 
4th  January,  36th  Elizabeth  (1594). 

Exchequer,  Q.  E.,  Depositions  by  Commission,  Hillary,  Ao.  36th 
EHzabeth,  No.  7. 

Interrogatories  to  be  mynistred  by  Eicharde  Brewster  and 
Thomas  ffelton  gent,  on  tke  parte  and  behalfe  of  our 
souaigne  Ladie  the  Queene  against  ffraunces  Wo[od]liowse 
and  others  concerninge  the  landes  and  woodes  of  Eobarte 
de  Greye. 

1.  Item  whether  doe  yow  knowe  or  haue  yow  herd  how  manj^e 
acres  of  woode  were  soldo  by  her  ma*'^  to  one  Eichard  Brewster  and 

6  "A  scismatic,  that  is,  a  Catholic  by  conviction,  but  conforming  externally 
to  the  state  reHgion."— Zi/t?  of  Father  John  Gerard,  p.  335. 
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Thomas  ffelton  or  to  either  of  them,  of  the  woodes  of  Eoht  de  Orayo 

of  Marten  in  the  Countie  of  Nor:ff'  gent,  and  to  whoso  utto 

....  were  the  said  woodes  felled,  taken,  and  carried  away,  .... 
and  whether  was  the  same  done  by  the  consent  meanes  or  pcurom 
of  jffraunces  Woodhouse  of  Breckeles  in  the  Countie  of  Norif  gcnl 
or  of  the  said  Eohte  de  Graye  of  Marten  or  the  assignos  of  thorn 
or  anie  of  them  yea  or  noe  ? 

2.  Item  whether  doe  yow  knowe  or  haue  yo^  hearde  that  tho 
said  ffraunces  Woodhouse  is  not  onely  a  favourer  of  the  suiil 
M^  Graye  and  [others  of  his  secte  ^  ]  but  allso  a  f aithfull  doiiU-r 
supposed  in  and  for  M^  Graye  in  the  behalfe  of  all  his  busincM 
against  M"-  ifelton  and  M''  Brewster,  and  that  the  said  Woodhoww 
dothe  pmitt  and  suffer  all  his  interest  righte  and  tytle  suppos(_'<l 
to  be  in  him  by  the  righte  and  interest  of  one  William  Iluckorltyo 
to  be  onelye  Converted  in  doode  and  trutho  to  the  name  vso  aii<l 
behoof e  of  the  said  Robt  de  Greye  or  his  assignes  yea  or  noe  ? 

4.  Item  whether  doe  yow  knowe  or  haue  yo"'  herde  that  einco 
her  Ma''=  sale  of  the  said  woodes  to  the  said  M""  ffelton  and  M""  Browt^t^r 
the  said  ffelton  and  Brewster  did  by  vertue  thereof  did  {sic)  Bargaino 
and  sell  all  the  said  pmisses  to  one  John  Croche  ....  and  whotlor 
since  that  tyme  hathe  the  said  ffraunces  Woodhowse  or  Rbte  do  Groyo 
and  there  assignes  often  tymes  disturbed  molested  and  forofondoil 
[prevented]  the  said  John  Croch  his  sorvauntes  deputies  and  assignes 
from  the  fellinge  and  carrying  away  of  the  said  woodes  or  somo 
pte  thereof  yea  or  noe  ? 

Signed,  Thomas  CrumwelL    Edw.  BarthlcU. 

Interrogatoryes  to  be  mynist'^''d  on  the  ptj'e  and  behalfo  of 
ffrances  Woodhowse  esquire  Defendant,  against  Ryoharil 
Brewster  and  Thomas  ffelton  gent  compleynants. 
1.    Imprimis  whether  do  yo'"  knowe  ffrances  Woodhowse  esquiro, 
and  Rychard  Brewster  and  Tho[mas]  ffelton  gent,  and  whether  do 
yo^^  knowe  Robt  de  Graye  esquire  yea  or  noe  ? 

3.  ItiTi  whether  hathe  the  said  Eobto  de  Graye  one  maniio' 
comonlyo  called  the  manno-"  of  Banyardes,"  and  one  woode  adioyn- 
inge  to  the  scyte  of  the  said  manno'',  comonlye  called  BanyardeH 
woode  .  .  .  ? 

'  Erased. 

^  Baynard's  Manor  in  Bimwell  or  Haddeston— which,  according  to 
Blomefield,  is  the  ancient  name  of  Bunwell — was  part  of  the  family  estate 
of  the  de  Greys,  having,  with  Merton,  come  into  tlieir  possession  upon  tho 
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Here  follow  questions  respecting  the  woods  of  Robert  de 
Grey,  their  names,  their  situations,  their  management,  and 
profits. 

12.    Itm  whether  dyd  yo^  huye,  fell,  cutt  downe  or  carye  awaye 

 anye  hoppe  pooles,  charcoole,  hoopes,  or  anye  other  woode  or 

vnderwoode,  in  anye  of  the  said  woodes,  or  in  the  woode  next 
adioyninge  to  the  nowe  dwellinge  howse  of  Edniunde  Graye,  gent,, 
and  yf  yo"'  dyd,  whether  dyd  the  said  ffrancos  Woodhowse,  or  anye 

other  for  him    molest,  let,  disturbe  or  trouble  the  said  ffolton 

and  Brewster  ....  and  whether  dyd  the  said  Ifrances  pcure  and  cause 
yo*  to  buye  anye  woodes  vnderwoodes  or  hii'dles  in  the  said  woode 
called  Wayland  woode,  for  him  selfe,  or  for  anye  other,  what  dyd 
yo'"  buye,  of  whom  dyd  yo^  buye  the  same  And  what  dyd  yo"'  paye 
for  the  same  as  yo'"  Eemember  ? 

Signed,  Thomas  Crumwell.  Edw.  Barthlett. 
marriage,  about  A..D.  1340,  of  their  ancestor  with  Isabel  Baynard,  in  whose 
family  it  had  been  since  the  Conquest.  It  seems  by  these  depositions  that 
Edmund  de  Groy,  next  brother  to  Robert,  lived  at  the  manor-house,  and 
hired,  at  any  rate,  part  of  the  land,  for  he  says  in  hia  evidence  that  he 
did  take  a  lease  of  the  feed  of  y-'  wood  w'^  other  groundes  adioyninge." 
This  Edmund  is  called  in  a  MS.  Pedigree  at  Merton  lord  of  Baynards 
manor  in  Bunwell ;  but  this  cannot  be,  as  he  himself  in  his  evidence  says 
that  "  M""  Rob't  Graie  hath  a  manner  w=^»  lyeth  in  Haddeston  called  by  the 
name  of  y«  mannor  of  Banniardcs."  The  discrepancy  may  i^robably  be 
accounted  for  by  what  is  stated  in  Robert  de  Grey's  inquisitio  post  mortem, 
viz.,  that  Robert  had  leased  Baynards  manor  (except  the  wood)  to  his 
brother  l]dinund  and  his  wife  Mary,  and  to  the  survivor  of  them,  and  to 
Edmund's  heirs  male,  for  £21  a  year,  so  that  Edmund  might  be  styled 
lord  of  the  manor,  though  he  was  not  really  so.  As  Edmund's  only  son 
had  died,  the  manor  reverted  on  Edmund's  death  to  Robert's  heir.  Sir 
William.  No  doubt  the  lease  was  granted  by  Robert  to  his  brother,  when 
the  persecution  of  the  recusants  began,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  manor 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Queen.  Edmund  de  Grey  is  said  to  have 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  —  Jernegan,  and  to  have  had  by  her  one  son, 
who  died  1st  Ed.  VI.  (1547),  and  four  daughters  :  Elizabeth,  married  to 
Edward  Marsham  of  Melton,  Esq. ;  Anne,  married  to  George  Pierson  of 
London ;  Eleanor,  married  to  John  Alder ;  and  Margaret  unmarried. — MS. 
Pedigree  at  Merton. 

Baynards  manor  continued  in  the  de  Grey  family  till  a.d.  1720,  when 
it  was  sold  by  Thomas  de  Grey,  father  of  the  first  Lord  Walsingham,  to 
John  Buxton  of  Earsham,  Esq.,  in  whose  family  it  still  contiuues,  Su- 
Robert  J.  Buxton  of  Shadwell  Court,  Bart.,  being  tlie  present  owner. 
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Answers  on  behalf  of  the  Complainants. 
John  Crotohe,  of  ft'oxlyo,  in  the  countie  of  Norlf,  yoman,  of  Ujo 
age  of  flPyftye  and  eight  yeares  or  thereabout,  sworne  and  examinoJ 

 saithe           that  there  was  sould  by  the  Queenes  Ma""  to  tho 

Compi"^'  .  , .  thirty  and  sixe  acres  of  wood  of  M--  Graies  culK-d 
Waylond  Wood  . . .    who  after  sould  the  same  to  this  deponant  uuvl 

that  the  said  wood  was  felled  to  this  deponantes  yse   and  thai 

afterwardes  a  great  pte  of  the  wood  wh^^  -^as  felled  was  imboselh'*! 
and  carryed  awaye  from  this  deponant,  and  that  the  same  was  so  don** 
as  this  deponant  thincketh  in  the  right  and  Title  of  M"^  Graio,  for  thiU 
M''  Grraie  and  his  s'unts  did  forbid  this  deponant  and  his  assigiit^ 

from  the  same  And  ffurther  this  deponant  saithe  that  the  an'ul 

compl'"  ....  did  also  buy  of  her  Ma**«  Ixvj  acres  two  roods  and  xxvj 
pearches  in  Bunwell,  beinge  pcell  of  a  wood  ....  which  this  dopouaiit 
also  bought  ....  att  the  fellinge  whorof  M''  Edmond  Graye  and  n 
s'uant  of  the  defendant  did  forbid  this  deponant  .... 

Ex  pte  Defendentis. 

J OHN  Dover  '    sworne  and  examined.    To  the  seaventlio 

[question]  he  saithe  that  he  knoweth  a  wood  called  Waylond  w<xkI 
w*^^''  wood  as  he  hath  hearde  comonlye  reported  Ij'^eth  in  Watton,  ami 
he  knoweth  that  the  same  wood  ys  the  auncyent  inherytauco  of 
the  said  Eobt  de  Graye  to  w^*^  wood  there  are  other  woodos  adioyninjfo 
whereof  one  as  he  thincketh  ys  called  mountneis  and  somotiine* 
belonged  to  one  mounteney  as  he  hath  hard,  one  other  ys  called  tho 

nabbe  w^*'  belongeth  to  the  said       Graio  w'^^  said  wood  calknl 

tho  nabbo  was  pcell  of  tho  late  dissolued  Collodgo  of  Tompsou 
and  lately  purchased  by  one  of  the  auncostors  of  tho  said  M'  Oruyc, 
but  howe  long  sythence  he  knoweth  not. 

Edmund  Graie,  of  the  pishe  nowe  called  Bunwell,  in  ye  countio  uf 
Norlf,  gent,  of  the  age  of  ffyftye  &  nyne  yeares  or  thereabouts 

sworne  and  examined  saythe  he  hath  dwelt  in 

Haddeston  beinge  an  Hamlett  w*''in  y*^  said  pish  by  y^  space  of  thoin' 
Twelve  yeares  or  thereaboutes  ....  To  the  Throd  Introgatoryo  ho 
saythe  y^  said  Eobt  Graie  hath  a  manner  w"'  lyeth  in  HaddoBton 
aforesaid  called  by  the  name  of  y*"  manner  of  Banniardos  &  hath  nlbo 

a  wood  adioying  and  y*  yt  y'  Three  hundreth  yeares  past  synco 

his  auncestours  ffirst  hadd  the  same  To  the  vij^^  and  viij'^' 

[questions]  he  saythe  y*  he  knoweth  a  wood  of  the  said  Eobt  Gruyo 
lying  in  Watton  called  Waylond  Wood  W^''  ys  pcell  of  the  aunoycnt 

9  A  John  Dover  was  seneschal  of  the  manor  of  Merton  for  Eobert  de  Groy. 
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enherytanco  of  y«  said  Eot)t  de  Graye  and  that  there  are  Two  other 
woodes  adioyning  to  y«  same  wood  one  called  Mountneyes  Wood 
belonginge  to  S''  Edward  More  in  y<^  right  of  his  wife  '  and  y^  other  ys 
called  ye  nabbe  and  belongeth  to  y^  said  Eobt  de  Graie  both  w^'' 
woodes  are  devided  from  y^  said  wood  called  Waylond  [Appendix  D.] 

w*  greate  ditches,  and  y*  ye  said  wood  called  y  nabbe  

was  latelye  purchased  by  y*  ffather  of  the  said  Eobt  de  Graye,  being 
heretofore  pcell  of  ye  dissolued  colledge  of  Tompson  

Thomas  Hardye,  of  Maxh'm  [?  Marham]  in  the  Conn  tie  of  Norff', 

gent,  of  the  age  of  liij^ye  yeares  or  thereaboutes  say  the  yt  there 

ys  a  Wood  adioyninge  to  y^  said  Waylond  Wood  w=''  belongeth  not  to 
y*^  said  M"^  Graie  w'''  ys  pcell  of  the  mann'  of  Threpston  [Threxton] 
and  occupy ed  by  one  Edward  Gooff e  of  Threpston  aforesaid  

Rob't  Tebbold  of  Gerston  [Griston]  in  the  countyo  of  Norff', 

yeoman,  of  the  age  of  xxxix  yeares  or  theraboutes  sayth  y* 

the  assignes  of  the  compl'^  have  caused  all  yt  pto  of  Waylond  Wood 

to  be  cutt  downe  w'^'^  was  assigned  out  for  y^  Quones  Ma^'e  as 

Wiggett  w^^'  was  assigne  ffor  Crotche  tould  to  this  deponant  whereof 

this  deponant  bought  halfe  an  acre  and  other  ptes  thereof  was 

sould  by  diuse  other  psons  whose  names  weare  to  longe  to  recyte, 
some  by  the  acre,  some  converted  to  Coles,-  some  to  Hurdles,  some  to 
Sparres,  some  to  Hoppepooles  and  some  to  diuse  other  vses,  and  a 
greate  pte  was  stolen  awaye  by  the  poore  folkes  of  the  Country. 

The  above  extracts  form  only  a  very  small  part  of  tlie 
evidence  taken.  Crotch,  the  lessee  of  Felton  and  Brewster, 
testifies  that  he  was  hindered  and  robbed  by  Francis  Wood- 
house  and  Robert  de  Grrey,  and  lost  £30  and  twenty  marks 
by  his  bargain.  The  witnesses  for  the  defendants  say,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  neither  Mr.  Woodhouse  nor  ]\Ir.  de  Grey 
hindered  the  Crown  lessees  or  their  sub-lessee  Crotch,  or 
took  any  of  their  wood  away. 

1  A  witness  in  this  commission,  Hugh  Walter  of  Gerston,  says  that  she 
was  daughter  of  Sir  Ryehard  Southwell.  Sir  l^ichard  had  manors,  accordiug 
to  Blomefield,  in  Woodiising,  Saham,  Threxton,  Stanford,  Tottiugton, 
Scoulton,  and  Carhrooke.  Blomefield,  under  Tottington,  states  that  Sir 
Richard  left  his  estates  to  his  daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George 
lleneage.    Perhaps  Sir  Edward  Llore  was  her  second  husband. 

2  Colestaff,  a  strong  pole,  on  which  men  carried  a  burden  between  them.— 
Halliwell. 

VOL.   IX.]  Y 
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We  know  [nt  sup.)  that  in  the  38th  Elizabeth,  Bohcrt 
de  Grey  was  in  prison  in  London.  It  seems  probable  that  in 
her  40th  year  he  was  released ;  for  in  that  year  the  Deed 
of  Discharge  shows  that  he  began  again  to  be  fined,  nnd 
now  his  parish  church  is  mentioned,  as  if  he  were  residing  ut 
Merton.  It  is  likely  also  that  in  the  same  year  he  had  hin 
manor  of  Merton  in  his  own  hands,  without  the  intervention 
of  Francis  Woodhouse,  whose  name  last  appears  in  the 
court  of  October,  39th  Elizabeth.  As  we  have  seen,  tlio 
court  of  Caxtons  manor  in  the  40th  Elizabeth  is  calknl 
the  court  of  Kobert  de  Grey. 

I  think,  too,  that  about  this  time,  i.e.,  towards  the  end 
of  his  life,  Robert  de  Grey  began  to  build  the  present 
Merton  Hall  on  the  site  of  the  old  manor-house  which  hu 
found  on  succeeding  to  the  property.  The  old  house,  though 
probably  well  fitted  to  be  a  manor-house  of  a  single  manor, 
may  have  become  too  small  for  the  estates  which  had  been 
brought  into  the  family  by  marriages  and  purchases.  There 
was,  too,  at  this  time  throughout  England  a  rage  for  re- 
building the  old  manor-houses  in  the  fashionable  style,  of 
which  Burghley,  built  in  1577,  is  perhaps  the  grandest 
example;  and  we  cannot  wonder  that  the  country  gentlemen 
of  those  days  should  be  glad  to  excliange  the  small  windows 
and  low  ceilings  of  their  dwellings  for  the  lofty  galleries, 
and  rooms  lighted  by  large  windows,  of  the  new  Elizabethan 
style. 

In  favour  of  the  supposition  that  Robert  de  Grey  began 
to  rebuild  Merton  Hall  are  the  facts  that  his  initials,  E.  G., 
are  on  two  of  the  old  chimnies,  and  that  the  style  of  tlio 
house  is  exactly  similar  to  that  of  some  East  Anglian  red- 
brick houses  built  late  in  Elizabeth's  reign,  e.g.,  Rose  Hall, 
near  Beccles,  and  Seckford  Hall,  near  Woodbridge. 

If  Robert  began  the  house,  he  might  well  have  made 
slow  progress,  or  might  have  been  obliged  to  discontinue 
the  building,  by  the  confiscation  of  part  of  his  estates  on 
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account  of  his  recusancy.  And  Sir  William,  his  son,  who 
was  three  years  two  months  and  twenty  dtiys  a  minor  ^  and 
ward  to  the  Crown  after  his  father's  death  (during  which 
time  the  Queen  enjoyed,  as  we  are  told,  most  of  his  lands), 
and  who  married  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years  and  a 
quarter,'*  might  have  put  off  completing  the  house  his  father 
began,  for  some  years. 

In  favour  of  the  supposition  that  Sir  William,  son  of 
Robert,  built  the  house,  are  the  facts,  that  there  was  no 
difference  in  style  between  the  late  Elizabethan  and  early 
Jacobean  buildings;  that  the  date  1613  is  over  the  entrance 
and  on  the  pipe  heads ;  that  Sir  William  speaks  in  his  will 
of  "  houses  builded by  him  ;  and  lastly  that  Spelman  in 
his  ViUare  Anglicaumn  (p.  161)  says,  "  Hinc  per  Watton 
Mercatorium  ad  Merton  itur ;  quod  a  lacu  nomen  habet ; 
decus  autera  a  splendidis  cedibus,  quas  illic  nuper  extruxit 
Gulielmus  Grey  probitate  et  prosapia  eques  splendidus."  All 
these  facts,  however,  are  consistent  with  the  supposition  that 
Robert  de  Grey  began  the  house,  and  that  his  son  finished  it 
many  years  after,  in  the  style  in  which  it  had  been  begun. 

The  gate-house  or  porter's  lodge  was  added  in  1620,  and 
has  the  rococo  gables  that  are  so  characteristic  of  the  later 
Jacobean  architecture. 

On  the  16th  July,  41st  Elizabeth  (1599),  Robert  de  Grey 
stood  likewise,  i.e.,  in  addition  to  the  debts  due  up  to  the  29th 
Elizabeth — indebted  to  the  Queen  in  the  sum  of  £140,  i.e.^ 
for  seven  months'  recusancy,  "  that  is  to  say  in  the  some  of 
fower  score  poundes  by  vertue  of  the  .  .  .  statute  23  Eliz.  .  .  . 
because  he  did  not  repayre  to  his  parishe  Church  nor  to  any 

3  *'  Et  q'd  p'd  Willm's  tempore  capc'oia  huius  inquisicois  [i.e.,  Slat  March, 
43rd  Elizabeth  (1601),  being  one  month  after  his  father's  death]  est  etat's 
septem  decim  an' or'  novem  mcns'm  et  vndecim  dicr'." — From  Robert  de 
Grey's  inquis.  p.  m. 

*  "  "Will'm  Graye  Esquier  and  Anne  Calthorpe  gent,  wer  maryed  the  vijth 
of  October  l^Ql.''-— Merton  Register,  p.  2. 
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other  Church  Chappell  or  usuall  place  of  comon  prayer  nnd 
their  continued  (sic)  during  the  tyme  of  comon  prayer  ut 

any  tyme  within  fewer  monethes  "  after  1st  October, 

40th  Elizabeth  and  in  the  some  of  threescore  pounden 

residue  of  the  sayd  some  of  £140  from  the  sixtenth  duy  of 
July,"  ....  41st  Elizabeth  ....  *'uppon  w^hich  day  ho  wa* 
convicted  untill  the  eight  day  of  October  then  next  following 
that  is  to  say  for  three  monethes  for  that  he  did  not  make 
submission  and  become  conformable  "  .  .  .  .  according  to  Act 
of  23rd  Elizabeth. — Deed  of  Discharge,  21st  July,  2ii(l 
J  ames. 

In  the  same  year,  and  only  nineteen  months  before  Kobcrt 
de  Grey's  death.  Chief  Justice  Popham  wrote  the  followiiij^' 
letter — of  w^hich  a  copy  is  preserved  in  the  Gawdy  folio  at 
Merton  Hall — about  a  seminary  priest  named  Monex,  who 
was  supposed  to  be  hiding  either  at  Merton  or  Breccles,  and 
who  was  no  doubt  one  of  the  priests  that,  under  various 
disguises,  travelled  about  among  the  country  housos  to 
celebrate  mass  for  the  Catholic  gentry.  These  were  ohligcnl 
to  meet  together  for  their  religious  services  under  loclvi'<l 
doors,  and  taking  every  precaution  against  discovery,  tho 
priest  being  concealed,  upon  any  suspicion  of  a  Government 
search,  in  some  hiding-place  known  only  to  a  faithful  few; 
and  this  was  done,  not  only  for  the  priest's  own  safety,  who, 
if  caught  and  convicted,  was  adjudged  guilty  of  high 
treason  and  suffered  death,  but  for  the  sake  of  those  who 
harboured  him ;  for  by  the  cruel  Act  27th  Elizabeth,  cap.  ii. 
sec.  4,  every  person  who  received,  relieved,  comforted,  aided, 
or  maintained  any  Jesuit,  seminary  priest,  or  other  priest,  was 
upon  conviction  adjudged  a  felon  and  suffered  death.  At 
Breccles  Hall  is  still  sho^^^l  a  secret  cell,  where  it  is  very 
likely  that  Monex  himself,  or  at  any  rate  his  vestments 
and  books,  may  have  been  hidden  during  his  visits  to 
Mr.  Woodhouse.  In  the  Life  of  Father  Gerard  we  are  told 
(p.  12)  that  "  a  man  named  Green  made  a  secret  plaoo 
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in  Mr.  Bentley's  house  at  Lea  with  a  door  of  free- 
stone, that  no  man  could  ever  judge  there  were  any  such 
place,  and  he  maketh  all  the  secret  places  in  recusant 
houses  in  that  country ; "  and  (p.  23)  "  they  have  such 
privy  places  to  hide  their  massing  trumpery  that  hardly  it 
can  be  found." 

To  the  right  woe  my  very  loving  frende  S"'  Bassingbourne  Gaudy 
Knighte. 

With,  my  very  harty  com?nendac/on8  I  was  enformed  thor  were  two 
seminary  priestes  at  the  Oastel  of  Norwtcli  upon  Mnnday  last,  at  the 
charge,  but  knew  not  of  them  vntyll  they  were  gone,  of  both  which  I 
have  sent  you  here  inclosed  a  true  discription,  towelling  Bruerton 
I  have  wrytten  to  S""  Christopher  Heydon  ^  allready  for  that  he  is  near 
him.  And  for  that  Monex  the  first  hath  his  haunte  near  vnto  you, 
I  have  thought  good  to  pray  you  to  have  a  speciall  regarde  that  way 
about  Martj'n  [Merton]  and  Breckles  ^  for  the  apprehending  of  him, 
and  such  lyke,  and  being  apprehended  to  com77ut  them  to  the  Graole 
without  bayle,  by  my  direction,  and  that  done  to  advertise  me  of  yt, 
wherby  I  may  take  order  for  proceeding  w/th  them.  And  even  so  I 
betake  [commend]  youe  to  the  allmighty.  At  Thetfordo  the  xx*''  of 
July,  1599. 

Yo''  loving  frende 

J,  Popham. 

In  the  42nd  Elizabeth  (1600)  Robert  de  Grey  stood  like- 
wise indebted  to  the  Queen  in  the  sum  of  £160  (Deed  of 
Discharge) — thus  being  only  charged  for  eight  months' 
recusancy — for  the  like  reasons  as  in  the  41st  year. 

We  now  draw  near  to  the  end  of  the  story.   After  twenty- 

s  Sir  Chri8topher  Heydon  of  Baconsthorpe,  eldest  son  of  William 
Heydon,  Esq.,  and  grandson  of  Sir  Christopher,  whose  second  wife  was 
Temperance,  widow  of  Robert  de  Grey's  elder  brother  Thomas. 

6  These  two  houses  that  were  to  be  watched,  Merton  Hall  and  Breccles 
Hall,  the  residences  of  Robert  de  Grey  and  Francis  Woodhouse,  were  within 
ten  miles  of  Sir  Bassingbourne  Gawdy's  house  at  West  Harling.  In  1599, 
while,  as  seems  probable,  Robert  de  Grey  was  building  his  new  house  at 
Merton,  Francis  Woodhouse  was  leaving  the  large  house  he  had  built  at 
Breccles  for  a  smaller  one  in  Gaston.— See  Dr.  Jessopp's  "  History  of  Breccles 
Hall,"  Norf.  Archceol.,  viii.,  p.  311. 
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three  years  of  persecution  Eobert  de  Grey  died  at  Merton, 
in  tiie  43rd  Elizabetli,  and  was  buried  there,  and  the  Merlou 
register  book  has  this  entry  : — 

Eobert  de  Grraye  Esquier  was  buryed  the  vij  of  Marche  1600  [1601 
according  to  our  reckoning.] 

His  wife  died  nine  months  before  him— 

Anne  Gray  y^  wife  of  M'.  Robt.  Gray  Esquier  was  buryed  the  xvi** 
of  May  1600.— [Merton  Register.] 

They  were  both  buried  in  the  chancel  of  Merton  Church,  as 
the  following  inscription  on  a  monument  there  testifies : — 

Hie  requiescvnt  Robertvs  de  Grey  Armigr 
qvi  obijt  28  Die''  Febry  Ano  dni  1600  et        '  '■ 
iEtat'  SYf©  70.    Ac  Anna  Yxor  eius  Filia 
Thome  Lovell  de  Harlinge  Milit. 

Sir  William  de  G-rey,  however,  appears  not  to  have  paid 
much  respect  to  his  father's  bones,  for  in  1612,  at  tlio 
archdeacon^s  visitation  of  Merton  Church,  ''Willmus  Gray, 
miles,"  Was  notatus  for  suffering  the  grave  of  his  father  to 
be  uncovered  in  the  chancel.^  It  was  probably  intended 
to  cover  the  grave  with  a  slab,  which  was  never  done.  The 
situation  of  the  grave  is  not  now  known. 

Robert  de  Grey's  monument — a  small  and  well-propor- 
tioned one  in  the  Jacobean  st3de — was  placed,  thirty-two 
years  after  his  death,  on  the  south  wall  of  Morton  chancel, 
by  his  son,  as  it  appears,  for  after  the  above  inscription, 
Sir  William  gives  a  little  sketch  of  his  own  family,  in- 
cluding the  names,  marriages,  and  deaths  of  his  children. 
The  date  of  the  monument  is  1632,  being  the  last  of  Sir 
William's  life,  so  that  he  delayed  offering  this  mark  of 
honour  to  his  father's  memory  as  long  as  possible.  Perhaps 
he  was  at  last  stirred  up  to  do  it  by  a  clause  in  his  own  will, 
which  is  as  follows  : — 

"I  will  the  some  of   ffortye  markes   shalbe  bestowed 

Kobert'a  inq.  p.  m.  says  that  he  died  '21st  February. 
^  MS.  in  the  Norwich  Archdeaconry  Office. 
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within  tliree  yeares  after  my  decease  of  some  monument 
like  unto  that  my  brother  Cotton  ^  made  for  his  father  at 
Starston  for  a  remembrance  that  my  selfe  &  wiffe  were 
there  interred,  and  a  guilt  sword  &  spuires  to  be  affyxed 
to  the  sayd  monument."  ^ 

This  desire  of  Sir  William  was  never  carried  out,  so  that 
after  all  he  did  better  for  his  father  than  his  executors  did 
for  him. 

The  arms  on  Robert's  monument  are.  Azure,  a  fess 
between  two  chevrons  or,  for  Cornerd,  (which  arms  the 
de  Greys,  after  succeeding  to  the  Cornerd  propert}^,  bore 
instead  of  their  own  for  many  generations)  impaling,  Argent,  a 
chevron  azure  between  three  squirrels  sejant  gules,  for  IjOVcII. 

I  have  searched  in  vain  for  the  will  of  Robert  de  Grey 
at  Norwich  and  at  Somerset  House,  but  a  small  portion  of 
it  is  recited  in  his  inquisitio  post  mortem.  The  will  was 
made  on  the  16th  January,  1601,  i.e.,  five  or  six  weeks 
before  he  died.  He  gives  to  his  uncle  Parrysse '■^  and  couzen 
Phillij)p  his  Sonne,  his  manors  of  Burye  ITall  and  Cack- 
stones^  in  trust  for  his  son  William,  "If  AYilliam  fortune 
to  dye  before  he  comj^th  to  the  age  of  one  &  twenty  yeares 
then  the  said  manors  are  to  go  to  Thomas  de  Grey^  the 
Sonne  of  WilliTi  de  Grey  late  of  Lytle  Cornard,  and  to  his 

3  Thomas  Cotton  of  Starston,  Esq.,  married  Eleanor  Calthorpe,  sister  of 
Sir  William  de  Grey's  wife  Anne. 

1  From  a  copy  of  the  probate  of  Sir  William's  will,  dated  27th  October, 
1632,  at  Merton  Hall. 

2  Robert  de  Grey's  wife's  mother,  the  Lady  Lovell,  was  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Sir  Philip  Paris  of  Linton,  Cambs,  She  was  buried  at  East  Harling'^ 
Ao.  1591.— Blomefield,  i.,  218,  fol.  ed. 

3  The  Crown  leased  these  manors  nevertheless  to  one  Curtis  on  Felton's 
valuation. 

*  I  have  been  unable  to  discover  the  connexion  between  the  de  Greys  of 
Merton  and  Thomas  de  Grey,  son  of  William  late  of  Caxtons  manner.  This 
William  was  lord  of  Caxtons— having  succeeded  Thomas  de  Grey  of  Merton, 
the  priest —from  1557  till  at  least  1568,  as  the  headings  of  the  manor  rolls 
show.    A  Thomas  Grey,  generosus,  claimed  land  in  Merton  in  1566. 
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heirs  male,  and  in  default  to  the  right  heirs  of  Robt.  do 
Grey." 

In  the  Deed  of  Discharge,  dated  21st  July,  2nd  James, 
it  is  stated  that  Queen  Elizabeth,  on  the  7th  day  of  August, 
in  the  43rd  year  (1601)  of  her  reign  (i.e.,  six  months  after 
Robert  de  Grey's  death,  and  while  his  son  William  wan 
within  a  month  of  his  marriage,  though  still  a  minor  and 
the  Queen's  ward)  did  demyse  and  graunte  unto  Danyell 
Curtis,  Gent.,  for  twenty- one  years,  the  manors  and  woods 
of  Bury  Hall  in  Ellingham  and  of  Caxtons  in  Cornerd  pcell 
of  the  lands  and  possessions  of  Robte  de  Grey  of  Marten, 
Esquier,  Recusant,  deceased,  for  payment  and  satisfaction  of 
the  debt  of  the  sayd  Robte  de  Grey  ....  both  manors  being 
then  in  the  tenure  and  occupation  of  Danyel  Curtis,  gent., 
George  Halliwell  and  Peter  Halliwell." 

The  inquisitio  post  mortem  of  Robert  de  Grey  is  in  tlio 
Public  Record  Office,  Ao.  43rd  Elizabeth,  Part  2,  No.  G8. 
It  was  taken  at  Norwich,  31st  March,  43rd  Elizabeth.  Ito 
died  seized  of  the  manors  of  Merton,  Beechamwell,  Bury 
Hall  in  Ellingham,  Cackstons  in  Cornard,  and  Banyardes 
in  B unwell,  of  the  advowsons  of  Beechamwell  and  Bunwell, 
and  of  lands  in  Tompson,  Gryston,  "VVatton,  Tottington,  and 
Marton.  lie  held  the  manors  of  JMerton  and  Baj^nards  in 
Bunwell  of  the  Earl  of  Sussex  as  of  his  manor  of  Ilempnall; 
the  manor  of  Beechamwell  of  Thos.  Lovell,  Arm. ;  the  lands 
in  Thompson,  &c.,  of  the  Queen  at  the  twentieth  part  of  u 
knight's  fee ;  and  the  manor  of  Bury  Hall  of  Philip  Knevett 
as  of  his  manor  of  Buckenham. 

<S>tr  SEtlUam  He  (3xt^,  Ent 

Sir  William  de  Grey,  only^  son  and  heir  of  Robert, 
seems  to  have  fully  accepted  the  Protestantism  which  bis 
father  so  firmly  opposed ;  for  in  a  MS.  book  at  Merton  Hall, 

5  Ex  quorum  nato  unico  et  hteredo  Gvlielmo  de  Grey  milite. — Monument 
in  Merton  chancel. 
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full  of  correspondence  on  county  business  during  the  reign 
of  James  I.  (a  sequel  to  the  Gawdy  volume),  Sir  William 
appears  as  the  leading  man  in  the  Wayland  Hundred.  He 
was  Captain  of  a  foot  company,  Deputy  Lieutenant,  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  which  latter  capacity,  in  1614,  he 
had  orders  to  search  the  houses  of  recusants,  and  to  take 
away  from  them  all  furniture  of  war.  Sir  William,  in  1620, 
finished  building  Merton  Hall.  He  was  the  prolific  father 
of  seventeen  children,  of  whom  ten  lived  to  marry.  He 
died  in  October,  1682. 

In  the  volume  of  State  Papers  for  1603 — 1610,  at  p.  135, 
there  is  a  release  to  Sir  William  de  Grey  from  all  debts 
with  which  he  is  charged  for  the  recusancy  of  his  late  father 
Robert. 

The  Deed  of  Discharge  is  preserved  at  Merton,  and  is  dated 
21st  July,  2nd  James  I.  It  recites  the  fines  due  by  Robert 
de  Grey  of  Marten,  Esquier,  recusant,  deceased,  amounting 
to  the  large  sum  of  £1,780,  representing  at  least  £17,000  of 
our  money,  and  upon  the  humble  petition  of  Sir  William  de 
Grey,  Knight,  "  sonne  &  heire  of  the  sayd  Robert,  he.  Sir 
Willm.  is  discharged  these  fines  laid  upon  his  father." 
Bitterly,  however,  does  he  complain  of  the  treatment  ho 
has  received,  for  the  deed  is  endorsed  by  him  as  follows  : — 

"But  I  p'test  bofoor  God  through  the  uniust  dealingo  of  S' 
Jhon  Popham  then  Lord  Choif  Justice  of  England  whoe  hated  my 
father  even  after  his  death  for  noe  cawso  butt  only  for  his  recusancy 
and  for  his  sake  soe  psecuted  mee  that  he  made  a  debit  woor  none  was 
contrary  to  all  former  psidentes  in  the  lyke  cases  and  granted  to  one 
Curtis  the  assinge  [assignee]  of  ffelton  my  manner  of  Oaxtones  in 
little  Oorneard  in  Suffolke  &  my  manner  of  Burry  hal  in  great 
Ellingham  in  Norff.  worth  thirteen  score  pound  a  year  att  a 
cxvj''  yearly  rent  to  Qu.  Eliz.  and  theer  by  gayned  soaven  score 
pound  a  year  besides  the  Q,u.  rent  for  fewer  yeares  and  a  halfe,  and 
befoore  I  could  gett  this  discharge  it  cost  mee  sixe  hundred  pounde 
att  the  least  my  suit,  wh.  had  almost  quit  undone  mee  beinge  under 
age  all  the  tyme  of  this  suit,  beinge  forced  to  borrowe  money  at  x''  in 
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the  hundred  wh.  weakned  my  estate  all  my  lyfe  after  ^  wh.  I  

iustly  say  was  most  rigorous  doalinge,  consideringe  that  divers  w«or 
discharged  in  the  lyk  cases  and  I  made  the  first  psident  against  tho 
verry  letter  of  the  law  and  against  the  construction  of  the  law  by  « 
statute  in  2  J acobi  afterwards  made :  and  that  this  is  trew  I  suhscrilw 
my  hand  to  it  this  23  of  June  1609. 

* '  By  mee    William  de  Qreyo." 


APPENDIX  A. 

(Page  299.) 

The  following  interesting  extracts  from  state  papers  have  been 
kindly  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  W.  Aldis Wright,  Fellow  of  Trinity  Collego, 
Cambridge.  They  confirm  what  is  stated  in  the  document  given 
above  with  regard  to  Felton's  proceedings  against  the  recusants  in 
general,  and  furnish  additional  proof  of  the  hardships  to  which  all 
who  were  steadfast  to  the  old  religious  belief  were  subjected  during 
the  latter  half  of  Elizabeth's  reign. 

Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Domestic,  1598-1601,  P.  198,  vol.  cclxx. 

May  24th,  1599.  Order  for  commissions  to  be  awarded  out  of 
the  Chancery  and  Exchequer  to  Comm'«  nominated  by  the  Lord 
Keeper  and  Barons  of  the  Ex.  the  same  to  be  prosecuted  by  Thoa, 
Felton  to  enquire  of  forfeiture,  debts,  &c.,  due  to  Her  Majesty  by 
force  of  statutes  touching  recusants,  that  she  may  be  answered  of 
what  is  due  to  her  [Docquet.] 

1598-1601,  p.  226.  Letter  from  George  Fenner  to  Giulio  Piccioli  or 
Bernardo  Edlyno,  Venice,  30th  June,  1599. 

6  Sir  William  no  doubt  thought  in  1609  that  this  would  he  so;  hut  hy  his 
will,  dated  12th  May,  1629,  it  is  plain  that  he  has  been  able  to  make  good 
his  losses.  lie  says,  "I  hope  he  [Robert  his  son]  will  have  the  grace  to 
remember  God's  blessinge  towards  me  &  my  indcavours  towards  him  in 
leaving  of  him  not  only  the  inheritance  left  me,  but  divers  p' cells  of  p'ohasod 
lands  and  houses  built  4000  Pounds  better  than  I  founde  it." 
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Felton  has  a  new  large  commission  for  finding  all  recusants'  lands 
and  goods.    See  also  p.  253-4,  and  p.  421. 

April  i«,  1600.  One  Felton,  who  long  since  had  a  commission  for 
that  purpose,  prosecutes  them  [the  Catholics]  witli  all  extremity,  and 
is  borne  out  in  whatever  injustice  he  commits  by  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Popham'  and  others  in  authority,  either  from  fervour  of  spirit  or 
private  gain,  they  sharing  stakes  with  the  principal. 

1603-1610,  p.  1.  An  account  of  moneys  paid  to  Thomas  Felton 
between  the  29th  and  the  last  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  date  of 
this  is  supposed  to  be  March,  1603. 

Page  393.  Statement  of  the  account  between  the  late  Thomas 
Felton  and  the  Crown  in  respect  of  a  grant  made  to  him  in  the  late 
reign  of  the  sixth  part  of  the  revenue  from  recusants.  The  date  of 
this  is  doubtful,  qy.  1607. 

Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Domestic,  1598 — 1601.    Vol.  cclxxi.  108, 
pp.  253,  254. 

Letter  from  Fras.  Cordale  to  Marco  Tusinga,  Venice,  (Summary). 

"  Sir  Walter  Ealeigh  and  Sir  John  Stanhope  have  not  yet  obtained 
their  expected  advancements,  but  the  latter,  by  patronizing  Folton's 
courses  and  sharing  his  gettings,  is  better  provided  of  money  to  buy 
at  least  a  Councillorship,  and  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy. 
Felton  brings  the  Papists  to  great  misery.  When  the  statute  was 
made  that  those  who  did  not  pay  the  £20  a  month  should  forfeit  all 
their  goods  and  two-thirds  of  their  lands,  the  guard  and  others  in 
office  about  the  Court  procured  the  Lord  Treasurer's  warrant,  that 
any  who  indicted  and  convicted  such  a  Papist  should  have  a  com- 
mission to  find  his  land,  and  have  a  lease  of  two-thirds  of  it,  at 
the  rent  found  for  Her  Majesty;  this  obtained,  they  would  offer 
composition  to  the  recusant,  and  when  this  was  agreed  on  and  paid, 
would  find  it  under  the  rate,  and  pass  the  lease  to  some  friend ;  for 
they  might  not,  by  covenant,  grant  it  to  the  owner  nor  any  recusant ; 

Sir  John  Popham  was  made  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench  1692. 
Died  1607.  Eeaders  of  Eokeby  will  remember  the  ballad  of  Wild  Darrell, 
founded  on  a  murder  that  is  supposed  to  have  been  committed  at  Littlecote 
Hall.  Sir  —  Darrell,  it  is  said,  after  sentence  of  death  was  passed  on  him 
for  the  murder  by  Judge  PojAam,  bought  his  life  by  giving  "his  noble 
house,  parke,  and  manner"  to  that  Judge  (See  Appendix  to  Eokeby,  note  3  g.) 


322 


yet  were  all  these  leases  during  pleasure ;  so  first  the  recusant  wa* 
compelled  to  a  grievous  fine,  and  yet  yearly  to  pay  the  Quoon  a  rent 
for  his  own  living,  and  besides  had  to  make  away  all  his  goods. 

"Then,  when  this  course  was  taken  all  England  over,  Felton,  by 
Sir  John  Stanhope's  means,  informed  the  Queen  that  it  would  bo  very- 
profitable  to  grant  a  commission  for  further  inquiry  into  recusauU' 
livings.  He  got  many  base  fellows  as  agents  in  different  shiros,  who 
seized  on  all  recusants'  goods,  surveyed  their  lands,  examined  thtir 
tenants  on  oath,  found  their  livings  at  higher  rates,  and  so  frustratA.! 
the  first  leases,  took  new  ones,  dispossessed  the  recusants,  and 
there,  or  placed  there  some  bankrupts  like  themselves  ;  so  that  tho 
recusant  is  put  to  maintain  himself  and  his  family  on  a  third  part 
of  his  living.  Should  he  make  shift  to  live  and  get  any  goods 
together,  they  come  and  take  all  again,  so  that  he  cannot  use  that 
third  part  himself,  but  must  let  it  out  to  others,  and  live  on  whut 
it  will  yield. 

"If  a  gentleman,  reconciled  [to  the  Church  of  Eome]  during  hia 
parents'  life,  when  he  was  unable  to  pay  the  statute,  should  after- 
wards come  and  offer  arrears,  and  the  £20  a  month  in  future,  which 
is  what  the  law  exacts,  that  is  not  allowed,  but  the  Queen  may  tako 
the  fairest,  and  for  £260  she  has  of  some  £400  a  year,  and  yet  mu^t 
Felton  and  his  companions  choose  their  fairest  house  and  domains, 
and  assign  them  what  they  list  for  their  third.  Thus  have  CarvoU, 
Thimbleby,  Gawen,  and  many  others  been  dealt  with,  so  that  eomo 
whose  living  is  hardly  worth  £2(50  a  year,  j^et  had  rather  pay  tho 
whole,  and  possess  their  own  livings,  than  be  subject  to  the  barbarous 
usage  of  Felton  and  his  confederates.  Felton  has,  for  this  sorvico, 
a  pension  of  £200  a  year,  of  which  Sir  John  Stanhope  has  half,  but 
Sir  J ohn  being  beggarly  and  not  able  to  jmy  his  debts,  takes  a  further 
course  to  benefit  himself. 

"At  the  first  executing  of  his  commission  he  found  recusants'  livings 
at  the  highest  rate,  so  that  no  gain  was  to  be  had  by  taking  leasoH ; 
but  now,  the  leases  being  made  only  at  his  nomination,  he  finds  tho 
land  higher  than  it  was  before,  but  not  at  the  highest  rate,  that  somo 
gain  may  redound  to  himself;  he  lays  his  plot  to  enter  at  Midsummer, 
and  so  reap  the  corn.  On  this  Falkner  and  others  have  come  to  tho 
Judges  and  desired  another  commission  of  enquiry,  promising  to  find 
their  livings  at  higher  value  than  Felton  has  done,  and  have  with 
much  labour  obtained  it  on  condition  that  Felton  be  a  commissioner ; 
but  he,  knowing  that  it  will  prejudice  him,  refuses  to  sit,  and  so 
delays  them  till  next  term,  when  they  hope  to  get  a  general  com- 
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mission.  Some,  seeing  that  Felton  must  get  all,  have  broken  their 
windows,  turned  up  their  gardens,  destroyed  their  dovecotes  and 
warrens,  and  would  have  burnt  their  corn,  but  the  law  prohibits 
it.  These  agents  never  cease  travelling  from  place  to  place  to  discover 
recusants'  goods  and  livings,  so  that  there  never  was  the  like  oppres- 
sion, and  many  are  kept  in  prison,  and  their  friends  have  no  means 
left  to  maintain  them." 

Thomas  Felton,  there  is  little  doubt,  was  of  the  family  of  very 
ancient  and  illustrious  descent,"  settled  at  Pontlow  near  Sudbury  ; 
a  branch  of  the  family  of  Felton  of  Play  ford,  of  which  the  Marquess 
of  Bristol  is  the  present  representative.  In  a  paper  by  Lord  Arthur 
Hervey,  now  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  the  4th  vol.  of  Suffolk 
Archceology ,  on  the  Felton  Family,  it  is  said,  on  the  authority  of 
Eichard  Almack,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  that  "though  the  Feltons  appear  to 
have  parted  with  their  property  at  Pentlow  about  1570,  they  continued 
in  the  neighbourhood." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Thomas  Felton  had  children  baptized  at 
Cornerd,  which  is  within  eight  miles  of  Pentlow,  between  1584  and 
1592;  and  he  certainly  owned  Peacock  Hall  in  Cornerd  ;  so  that  he 
probably  was  of  the  Pentlow  family.  Then,  too,  Mr.  Almack 
had  a  deed  in  his  possession  in  1864,  dated  39th  Elizabeth  (1595), 
to  which  one  of  the  witnesses  was  Thomas  Felton,  and  it  was 
sealed  with  his  seal,  bearing  the  arms  of  Felton  of  Pentlow,  Gules,  two 
lions  in  pale  passant  gardant  ermine,  crowned  or,  with  a  crescent  for 
second  branch.  This  witness  was  probably  Thomas  Felton  of  Peacock, 
who  was,  too,  I  think,  the  writer  of  the  following  letter — printed 
by  Lord  Arthur  in  the  same  paper — and  for  these  reasons.  The 
extracts  given  above  from  state  papers  show  that  Thomas  Felton  and 
Sir  John  Stanhope  were  both  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  recusants, 
and  the  letter  shows  that  the  writer  was  employed  in  the  Queen's 
service,  and  in  Sir  John's  department,  and  in  some  unpopular  task. 
Is  it  not  almost  certain  that  the  two  Thomas  Feltons  were  one  and  the 
same,  and  that  the  letter  relates  to  Felton's  proceedings  against  the 
recusants,  which  may  well  have  caused  him,  as  he  says,  both  trouble 
and  danger  ?  The  letter  proves  that  Felton  and  the  High  Sheriff  of 
some  county  were  both  attacked  while  engaged  upon  public  duty,  and 
it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  some  exasperated  Roman  Catholics,  in 
revenge  for  their  cruel  wrongs,  should  have  assaulted  the  sheriff  and 
his  assistant. 
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Letter  to  Sir  Joh  n  Stanhope  from  Thomas  Felton. 


Sir 


My  humble  duty  remembered.  Toucbinge  her  Majesty's  sorvico 
wherein  I  am  commanded  I  shal  be  able  to  increase  her  revenue  ac- 
cording as  is  specified  in  this  inclosed  note,  besides  very  many  oHuth, 
which  for  want  of  time  I  cannot  yet  enquire  of.  But  with  what  ti'oul)lo 
and  danger  this  service  is  performed  I  will  leave  to  the  report  of  thi;* 
bearer  Hugh  Wallworth,  yeoman  of  her  Majesty's  garde,  who  in  thi.n 
service  doth  help  me  very  much  in  that  these  countries  wherein  I  now 
serve  are  well  knowen  to  him.  Eor  which  cause  I  humbly  pray  yuu 
to  gett  him  leave  to  be  with  me  untill  these  parts  be  finished.  Tlio 
High  Sheriff  and  myself  in  doing  of  duty  have  been  assaulted  with 
pistolls  and  other  forceble  weapons,  the  truth  whereof  is  certified  upon 
examination  of  the  matter  to  the  Lo.  Chief  Baron  by  Sir  Heury 
Bromley. 

I  have  been  since  assaulted  by  one  Thomas  Abington  with  other  his 
confederates  in  my  chamber,  the  circumstance  whereof  I  leave  to  tho 
description  of  the  bearer  likewise.  Humbly  praying  you  at  your  best 
leisure  to  have  some  conference  with  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England, 
and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  then  to  move  her  Majesty  for  proper 
remedys  as  in  her  gracious  wisdom  shall  think  fitt,  in  the  meantime  I 
will  not,  god  willinge,  for  any  feare  omitt  any  item  of  my  dutye.  And 
so  I  most  humbly  take  leave.    Worcester,  this  28th  of  September,  159M. 


To  the  Right  Wor>i 
Sir  John  Stanhopo 


Yours  in  all  dutye 

Thomas  Felton. 


Knight,  Treasurer  of 
Her  Maj''^  chamber. 


APPENDIX  B. 


(Page  300.) 


Caxtons  flanor. 


This  manor  of  Eobert  de  Grey's  had  been  for  nearly  three  hundred 
years  in  his  family.     It  was  not,  however,  I  believe,  part  of  tho 
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estate  of  Sir  Eichard  de  Cornerd,  lord  of  Great  ^  and  Little  Cornerd, 
which  estate  came  to  Sir  Thomas  de  Grey  by  his  marriage,  about 
1306,  with  Sir  Eichard's  daughter  Alice.  For  some  very  early  rentals 
belonging  to  this  manor  seem  to  show,  that  before  it  came  to  Sir 
Thomas  de  Grey  it  was  the  property  of  Eichard  de  Caxton,  and  not 
of  Sir  Eichard  de  Cornerd. 

The  heading  of  one  of  these  rentals  is  as  follows  : — 

Hec  sunt  Nomia  tenent  Eici  de  Kaxtoii  qui  tenent  de  feod  suo  in 
vill.  de  Cornerthe  pua  &  Buris  [Bures]  &  reddut  Eeddit  ad 
festa  scti  Mich'  scti  And?  Pasch  Eogacionu  &  scti  Joh'nis 
Baptist'  ut  pr  inferi'. 

Another  of  the  headings  is  as  follows : — 

Eental  dni  Thom.  de  Grey  mltis  de  tefitibus  suis  que  qnd  fuef 
Eici  de  Caxston  ptinent  ad  man  suu  in  Oorneth  pva. 

And  another : — 

Eental  dfii  Thom.  de  Grey  milit  de  tent  suis  ptin  ad  maner  de 
Caxston. 

We  know  within  a  few  years  what  must  be  the  date  of  these  two 
last  rentals,  for  in  the  long  pedigree  of  de  Grey  of  Merton,  extending 
through  eight  hundred  years,  there  are  but  two  Sir  Thomas  de  Greys, 
\iz.,  the  two,  father  and  son,  who  lived  in  the  first  half  of  the 

8  The  manor  of  Great  Cornerd  is  stated  in  Page's  Stiffolk,  p.  935,  to  have 
been  alienated  by  the  do  Greys  to  the  convent  of  Mailing  about  1317.  It 
is  however  certain,  from  au  old  rental  of  Great  Cornerd  manor,  now  among 
the  muniments  at  Merton,  that  the  de  Grey  family  did  not  part  with  it  till 
after  the  35th  Edward  III.  (1361).  The  words  of  the  heading  are  as 
follows : — 

Comp  Will'i  Smethe  f'ment'  Rog'i  de  Grey  in  maner'  suo  ibid'  a  fs  s'cti 
Th'e  Ap'li  anno  rr  E.  t'cij  post  conquest'  xxxv^'O  usq',  &c. 

As  to  the  manor  of  Little  Cornerd,  it  appears  to  have  been  in  the  do  Grey 
family  in  1st  Henry  V.  (1413-14),  for  in  an  old  manor-book  of  Caxtons  the 
records  of  certain  courts  of  the  manor  of  Little  Cornerd  are  inserted ;  the  last 
being  that  of  the  court  of  the  above  date. 

In  1371  Sir  Eogcr  de  Grey,  in  his  will,  declares  that  he  had  infeoft  Sir 
William  Bawde,  Priest,  and  others,  in  his  manor  of  Little  Cornerd. — 
Blomefield  under  Merton. 

Perhaps  the  manor  of  Little  Cornerd,  like  the  two  small  manors  of 
Folybrok  and  Appylgar,  became  merged  in  the  manor  of  Caxtons. 
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fourteentli  century.  The  date  of  these  rentals  is  probably  about 
1310;  they  prove  that  Caxtons  manor  was,  at  the  time  when  tlmy 
were  written,  the  property  of  the  do  Grey  family,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  has  continued  theirs  over  since,  i.e.,  for  about  fivo 
hundred  and  eighty  years. 


APPENDIX  0. 

(Page  300.) 

Peacock  ^]all 

This  manor-house  was  no  doubt  named  from  a  former  owner.  Thoro 
is  at  Morton  a  parchment  roll,  dated  2Sth  Edward  III.  (1354),  con- 
taining the  rental  of  John  Pecock  in  the  parishes  of  Cornerth  Magna 
and  Cornerth  Parva.    The  heading  is  as  follows  : — 

Oopia  ext'  Eent'  Joh'nis  Pecok  anno  r'  r'  Edwardi  t'cij  yicosinio 
octavo. 

The  first  item  commences  thus : — 

Thomas  do  Grey  tenet  in  Cornerth  p'ua,  &c. 

This  Thomas  de  Grey  was  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas  and  Alice  do 
Cornerd  his  wife,  and  probably  held  his  copyholds  of  Peacocks  iu 
right  of  his  mother.  He  married  Isabel,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Fulk 
Baynard  of  Merton.  He  held  his  first  court  for  the  manor  of  Merton 
33rd  Edward  III.,  and  died  before  37th  Edward  III.  (13G3),  in  wliicb 
year  his  son  Sir  Roger  held  his  first  court  for  the  same  manor. 

I  am  indebted  to  George  Mumford,  Esq.,  the  present  owner  of 
Peacock  Hall,  for  the  information,  that  the  oldest  deed  in  his  possession 
relating  to  this  property  is  dated  14th  November,  38th  Elizabeth  (15'JG), 
and  is  a  conveyance  of  the  manor  of  Peacock  Hall  and  of  Cornord, 
with  the  advowson  of  Little  Cornerd,  from  Peter  White  and  John 
White  to  Edward  Curtis  and  John  Chayco.  In  this  deed  another  doinl 
dated  22nd  November,  30th  Elizabeth  (1587j,  is  recited,  in  which 
Thomas  Felton  of  Little  Cornerd,  gentleman,  with  two  others,  aro 
engaged  to  pay  £100  a  year  (probably  as  a  charge  upon  the  property) 
to  the  wife  of  John  Portetine  during  her  life.  This  is  some  corrobo- 
ration of  the  statement  in  the  document  given  above  that  Peacock 
Hall  was  Folton's.  There  is  a  further  corroboration  in  the  parish 
register  of  Little  Cornerd.  For  in  1584,  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas 
Felton,  Gent.,  was  baptized,  and  there  are  six  more  baptisms  of 
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Feltons  between  that  year  and  1592,  making  it  almost  certain  that 
Thomas  Felton  was  residing  at  Little  Cornerd,  and  probably  at 
Peacock  Hall,  during  those  years.  Felton,  as  we  know,  sold  Peacock 
Hall.  Perhaps  he  sold  it  to  the  Whites,  who  possessed  it  in  1595. 
In  the  13th  Charles  I.  (1637-8),  Peacock  Hall  was  the  property  of 
Sir  Eobort  Crane  of  Chilton,  who  in  that  year  conveyed  it  to  — 
Newman,  whose  descendant,  Newman  Sparrow,  built  the  present 
manor-house  in  1798,  and  was  living  there  in  1800.  In  1875  it  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Mumford. 


APPENDIX  D. 

(Page  311.) 

"Wayland  Wood  has  an  especial  notoriety  in  Norfolk.  It  is  known 
by  tradition  as  the  scene  of  the  murder  of  "  the  Babes  in  the  Wood," 
and  this  story  was  associated  with  it,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  at 
least  as  early  as  the  end  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign ;  for  the  house 
known  as  that  of  the  cruel  uncle,  an  old  manor-house  still  standing 
near  the  wood,  was  built  in  1597,  and  had  carvings  in  it  representing 
the  story.  The  well-known  ballad  is  euj^posed  not  to  be  older  than 
the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

There  is  in  the  Morton  muniment  room'-*  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale, 
dated  24th  August,  33rd  Henry  VIII.  (1541),  from  Sir  Edmund  Knyvett 
of  Buckenham  Castle,  to  Edmund  de  Grey  of  Morton  (father  of  Robert 
the  recusant)  of — amongst  other  lands — "  AVayland  Wood,  other- 
wysse  called  y«  College  Wood,  pcell  of  y"  possessions  of  Tompson 
Colledge " ;  and  in  the  schedule  attached  to  the  conveyance,  dated 
30th  August  following,  occurs  this  passage  : — 

"  Closes  and  lands  in  Way  lend  ffeld. 

"  First  a  certain  wood  or  thicket  called  Waylond  Wood  containing 
by  estimation  10  acres  of  land,  and  lying  near  the  wood  or  thicket  of 
the  manor  of  Merton,  and  the  Nabbe  pertaining  to  a  certain  manor  in 
Threxton." 

9  I  am  preparing  a  paper  on  the  interesting  and  valuable  collection  of 
muniments  at  Merton  Hall,  which  I  hope  may  be  ready  for  Part  ii.  of 
Vol.  ii.  of  Mr.  Walter  Rye's  Norfolk  Antiquarian  Miscellany. — Gr.  C. 
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It  would  seem  from  this  that  the  part  of  Wayland  Wood  bouglit  hy 
Edmund  de  Grey  of  Sir  Edmund  Knevett,  was  (notwithstanding  tlio 
evidence  given  at  Wymondham  by  John  Dover  and  Edmund  Graio, 
ut  sup.)  not  the  Nabbe,  but  a  piece  of  10  acres  which  had  belongoil 
to  Thompson  College,  and  which  was  called  Wayland  Wood,  and  thut 
Edmund  de  Grey  must  have  bought  the  Nabbe  from  someone  else.  It 
is  however  very  doubtful  if  the  Nabbe  came  at  this  time  into  tlie 
possession  of  the  de  Greys.  If  it  did,  they  must  have  afterwards  sold 
it,  for  on  the  9th  July,  1724,  Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  Bart.,  sold  it  to 
Eobert  Knopwood,  Esq.,  of  Threxton,  who  on  the  28th  September, 
1725,  sold  it  to  Thomas  de  Grey  of  Merton,  Esq. — See  deed  ut 
Merton,  latter  date. 

It  would  seem  that  there  were  three  other  woods  adjoining  this  piece 
of  10  acres,  two  of  them  at  least  bounded  by  great  ditches,  viz. : — 

1.  The  wood  belonging  to  the  manor  of  Merton,  which  I  sup- 
pose to  be  the  wood  described  in  the  depositions  as  being  the  ancient 
inheritance  of  the  de  Greys,  and  called,  like  the  college  portion, 
Wayland  Wood.  This  wood  probably  contained  some  fifty  or  sixty 
acres,  for  in  Robert  de  Grey's  time  the  whole  wood,  including,  no 
doubt,  the  Nabbe  and  the  college  portion,  contained  fourscore  acres. — 
See  Eobert  de  Grey's  marriage  settlement,  dated  26th  Aug.,  IGth 
Elizabeth  (1574). 

2.  The  Nabbe,  held  of  the  manor  of  Threxton,  and  according  to  tho 
Wymondham  depositions  purchased  by  Edmund  de  Grey.  In  a  map 
of  1723,  a  piece  of  four  acres  in  the  south  corner  of  Wayland  Wo<mI 
is  called  Threxton  Nabbe.  Tho  ditches  which  once  surrounded  it  un> 
still  (1882)  to  bo  traced. 

3.  We  gather  from  the  depositions  that  there  was  still  another 
wood,  called  Mounteneys,  belonging  to  a  manor  in  Threxton.  Tho 
position  of  this  part  of  the  wood  is  unknown.  The  Mounteney 
family  owned  Mounteneys  manor  in  Threxton. — Blomefield.  In  a  deed 
at  Merton  Hall,  dated  11th  Henry  lY.  (1409-10),  William  Mountoneye 
de  Threxton  was  a  witness. 

The  present  Wayland  Wood  contains  seventy  acres.  ■ 


%  fetter 


FROM    SIR   NICHOLAS   L'ESTRANGE,  BART., 
TO  HIS  SON. 

COMMUNICATED  BY 

II  A  M  O  N     L  E     S  T  R  A  N  CI  E ,  ESQ. 


The  following  letter  was  written  by  Sir  Nicholas 
L'Estrange  of  Hunstanton,  the  fourth  Baronet,  to  his  eldest 
son,  Hamon.  It  is  undated ;  but  as  his  son,  to  whom  it  is 
addressed,  was  born  in  1687,  and  the  letter  sj^eaks  of  the 
few  remaining  years  of  his  minority,  and  of  his  already 
having  spent  some  time  at  the  University  of  Oxford,  it  may 
safely  be  referred  to  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth 
century  :  probably  to  1704  or  1705.  At  the  time  of  his 
writing  it,  Sir  Nicholas,  though  only  about  forty-four  ycavs 
of  age,  was  apparently  under  the  apprehension  that  he  had 
not  long  to  live ;  in  point  of  fact,  he  survived  his  son  by  nine 
years,  as  he  himself  did  not  die  till  1724,  whereas  Hamon 
died  in  1715,  whilst  travelling  on  the  Continent,  and  was 
buried  at  Basle.  Sir  Nicholas  was  married  to  Anne,  daughter 
of  Sir  Thomas  Wodehouse,  Knt.,  of  Kimborley,  whose  eldest 
eon,  Sir  John,  the  fourth  Baronet,  was  the  uncle  referred  to 
in  the  letter. 

It  may  be  worth  while  here  to  place  on  record  some 
particulars  as  to  the  changes  in  the  way  of  spelling  the 
family  name :  the  Latin  form  in  early  deeds  is  of  course 
''Extraneus,"  which,  as  soon  as  it  was  used  in  an  English 
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form,  appears  as  "  le  Strange,"  or  even  more  generally 
"le  Straunge,"  tliougli  the  Barons  of  Knockyn  and 
Blackmere  left  out  the  article  entirely,  and  were  simply 
Barons  "  Strange,"  in  which  form  the  title  is  still  borne  by 
the  Duke  of  Athole.  The  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
attention  is  that  "le"  was  a  mere  article,  always  written 
with  a  small  "1,"  and  that  the  essential  part  of  the  nanu', 
however  it  was  spelt,  was  "Strange,"  with  a  capital  "S." 
This  spelling  was  made  use  of,  as  may  be  verified  by 
signatures  to  deeds,  up  to  the  middle  of  the  seventecntli 
century.  Sir  Hamon,  who  died  in  1654,  appears  to  have 
been  the  first  to  change  it.  lie  sometimes  wrote  his  namo 
all  in  one  word,  "  Lestrange ; "  but  in  his  later  years 
introduced  the  apostrophe  and  the  large  "E,"  "L'Estrango;" 
perhaps  influenced  by  the  introduction  of  French  manners 
at  court  by  the  French  queen  of  Charles  I.  Compare  tlio 
alteration  made  by  Mary  of  Scotland  from  Stewart  to  Stuart. 
This  spelling  became  that  more  generally  known,  owing  to 
its  adoption  by  the  well-known  wa^iter.  Sir  Roger  L'Estrange. 
About  thirty  years  ago  my  father,  after  a  careful  examination 
of  ancient  documents,  reverted  to  the  original  form  of 
writing  the  name,  viz.,  "  le  Strange." 

To  return  to  the  letter  after  this  digression,  I  cannot  do 
better  than  let  it  speak  for  itself.  Its  sound  common  senso 
and  knowledge  of  the  world,  its  unafiected  dignity  combined 
with  a  tone  of  earnest  and  simple  pietj^,  are  characteristic  of 
the  period  when  it  was  written,  and  render  it  perhaps  worthy 
of  a  place  in  the  pages  of  the  Norfolk  Archaeological  Society. 

H.  leS. 

Dear  Ham  : 

As  you  have  hitherto  never  wanted  my  best 
Instructions  as  well  as  Endeavours  in  y^'  education,  suitable 
to  the  severall  yeares  of  y^  youth,  so  I  would  not  leave  you 
Destitute  of  those  further  Directions  requisite  dureing  the 
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few  remaineing  yeares  of  your  minority,  of  w''^  I  would 
have  you  spend  another  sumer  and  winter  at  the  University. 
I  carryed  you  to  Oxford  upon  the  same  wise  Reasons  as  S'^ 
Christopher  Calthorp  plac'd  me  there,  where  you  might  have 
a  new  acquaintance  wholly  to  choos,  &  I  hope  you  have 
contracted  it  w^''  such  sober  &  discreet  young  persons,  w^^ 
whom  you  may  spend  some  houres  of  buisiness  w*''  advantage, 
&  your  Times  of  Leisure  w^^'  Innocence.  As  my  Death  will  putt 
you  in  a  little  higher  station  there,  it  will  in  many  particulars 
double  the  annuall  charges ;  But  lett  me  caution  you  ag* 
unnecessary  &  extravagant  expences  ;  w'^^'  you  may  possibly 
be  putt  upon  ;  &  I  hope  the  many  letters  I  have  already 
wrote  upon  this  subject,  in  part,  may  have  made  such  suitable 
Impressions,  as  I  need  not  add  more  on  that  Poynt.  If  you 
will  bestow  the  following  sumer  in  takeing  a  view  of  y^  own 
Nation  it  may  tend  both  to  your  Pleasure  &  Improvement. 
The  next  stage  of  y°'^  Life  ought  to  look  toward  matrimony, 
in  order  to  a  settlement  in  the  world,  and  herein  I  particularly 
charge  you  to  be  advis'd  by  y°''  Mother,  who  has  ever  shew'd 
a  most  Tender  &  Passionate  Concern  for  you,  and  ought  to 
have  the  returne  of  a  true  and  most  affectionate  Diit}^  on 
your  part,  as  well  as  y""*  uncle  John  Wodehous,  and  S"" 
Christopher  Calthorp,  to  whome  I  have  recomcnded  tlic  care 
of  yo''  Person  and  Fortunes.  The  circumstances  of  y°^ 
Family  will  require  a  moderate  Portion,  wherever  you  shall 
fix,  in  order  to  discharge  those  Provisions  w"''  I  have 
appoynted,  &  I  hope  you  will  be  punctuall  in  makeing  good 
to  y°^  Brothers,  &  Sisters,  to  whom  I  have  by  my  Will 
bequeathed  each  their  share,  w^^'  Equall  Eegard  to  y"'"  self 
as  Head  of  the  Family,  and  to  them  as  Members :  Ilopcing 
they  will  make  such  Improvem^  of  the  meanes  I  have  putt 
into  their  Hands,  as  they  may  not  be  afterwards  a  Burthen 
to  you,  or  a  Disgrace  to  my  Memory,  and  Family.  &  you 
must  Remember  that  when  I  am  gone,  you  stand  in  the  place 
of  a  Parent  to  my  younger  children  ;  &  I'me  sure  ought  not 

A  A  2 


332 


in  tlie  least  to  Grudg  at  tlie  Proportion  you  are  to  distril)utu 

to  them.    I  sliall  not  expatiate  upon  generall  Rules  for  y''' 

comportment  in  this  world.    There  are  severall  pretty  short 

Treatises  writt  for  y^  Instruction  of  the  young  Gentry,  w"^'' 

to  read  may  bring  you  both  Delight,  &  Improvm^    I  sluill 

onely  in  short  Hecomend  to  you  a  constant  &  dayly  Discharge 

of  y*"^  Duty  to  God,  w*=''  will  bring  down  both  Blessings  & 

Satisfaction.    Be  respectfull  to  y°^  Belacons,  Curteous  v.^ 

obligeing  to  all.    Be  punctuall  to  y°^  word  both  in  great  i\n 

well  as  Triviall  Concerns,  tho'  not  over  hasty  in  giveiii;,' 

promises,  it  having  been  my  observacon,  that  most  Persons 

who  ask  a  Kindness,  look  no  further  y"  their  own  convcnieiUM? 

&  Interest,  wherefore  you  ought  at  y^  same  time  to  wcigli, 

whether  the  suddain  Grant  ma}^  not  prove  disadvantageous, 

if  not  greatly  prejudicial!  to  your  self.    I  give  you  this  Hint 

as  a  caution  onely,  not  a  Barr,  to  your  Kindness,  &  Generosity 

when  Opportunity  serves.    You  will  find  in  my  Evidence- 

hous  a  rude  Draught  of  some  Passages  that  have  happened 

in  my  younger  Yeares,  w^^^  perhaps  may  be  of  some  diversion 

as  well  as  Use  to  peruse.    Lay  this  paper  by  &  t'will  take 

but  short  time  to  Punn  it  over  once  a  Yeare,  &  lett  it  be  ou 

y°^  Birthday,  it  may  occasion  a  little  thought,  w^^  is  never 

amiss  to  a  young  man,  &  every  pass't  year  will  probably 

administer   some  Passages    worthy   y°^   reflection.  God 

Almighty  prosper   all  y^'"  undertaking.     And  have  this 

sentence  often  in  your  thoughts.  Keep  Innocency  &  take 

heed  unto  tho  thing  w'^''  is  right,  for  that  will  bring  a  ^lan 

Peace  at  the  Last.    And  that  I  pray  to  God  may  be  y"""  Loti 

both  in  this  World,  &  the  World  to  come,  &  Ilemember  yo\i 

had  a  Carefull,  Tender,  and 

affectionate  Father 

NI:  L'ESTPANGE. 

[Endorsed ;] 

For 

My  Son  Ilamon  L'Estrange. 
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i,YiNG  ON  THE  or  rni 

Nave  op 
N.  Barnincham  Churom. 

A  KKW  FKET  E.  OP  THE  T^NT. 


mkd  Cross 

6 

IN  THE 

CHURCH  OF    ST.    PETER,    BARNINGHAM  NORTHWOOD. 

COMMUNICATED  BY 

JOHN    GUNN,     M.A.,  F.G.S. 


I  HAVE  been  unable  to  find  any  cross  resembling  in  form 
tlie  accompanying  drawing  of  the  wheel  cross,  which  still 
remains  upon  the  floor  of  the  nave,  to  the  east  of  the  font  in 
the  Church  of  Barningham  Northwood. 

It  is  a  common  pattern  in  circular  windows;  but  the  stone 
cross  at  Sidestrand,  described  in  vol.  ix.,  page  180,  of  the 
Orhj'Duil  Fapcvs  of  our  Society,  alone  bears  any  resemblance 
to  it.  Its  position  in  the  nave  of  tho  church  appears  to 
throw  light  upon  what  was,  probably,  the  position  of  that  of 
Sidestrand  Church  ;  and  to  account  for  the  wearing  down 
of  the  inscription  and  stone  by  frequent  treading  underfoot. 
It  was,  therefore,  referred  to  by  me  as  an  illustration,  the  one 
of  the  other. 

That  at  Barningham  Northwood  consists  of  a  circle  of 
stone  composed  of  several  pieces  compacted  together.  It  has 
a  central  boss,  8  in.  in  diameter  ;  eight  arms,  12  in.  long, 
of  stone ;  and  eight  radiating  limbs  of  the  cross,  together 
with  ornaments,  iidaid,  of  red  brick,  similar  to  tho  tiles 
with  which  the  nave  is  floored. 
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There  is  no  monumental  inscription,  as  on  the  Sidestraiul 
cross;  but  a  sepulchral  slab  immediately  adjoins  the  east  end 
of  the  cross,  bearing  the  following  inscription  on  a  brass : — 

©rate     ai'a  Holjfrti  Bakon  qui 
ohiii  Qttio  life  mensis  mail 
^ma  lini  miWo  tea  liiif. 

The  date  of  this  inscription  appears  to  correspond  witli 
that  of  the  wheel  cross ;  and  a  question  is  raised  as  1o 
whether  the  slab  is  intended  as  an  adjunct,  to  commemoralo 
the  name  of  the  person  whom  this  beautiful  cross  may  havo 
been  designed  to  honour,  or  whether  it  is  not  foreign  to  and 
unconnected  with  it. 

It  is  a  matter  of  observation  that  there  is  rarely,  in  any 
parish,  a  striking  architectural  feature,  but  it  is  found  to  l)c 
repeated  in  some  church  in  the  neighbourhood,  whether  it 
may  be  from  local  taste  or  some  other  cause :  however  that 
may  be,  this  work  of  singular  beauty,  excepting  the  resem- 
blance it  bears  to  the  cross  at  Sidestrand,  may  be  pronounced, 
after  extensive  inquiries,  to  be  almost  unique. 


AT    THE   "CASTLE    HILL,"   DAEEOW   WOOD,  DENTON, 
NOEEOLK. 

COMMUNICATED  BY 

THE  REV.   C.   R.   MANNING,  I\r.A., 
lion.  Sec. 


The  earthworks  of  which  a  plan  is  here  given  are  situated 
at  the  northern  end  of  the  Parish  of  Denton,  in  the  Hundred 
of  Earsham,  very  near  the  boundary  of  the  Parish  of 
Alburg'li,  and  were  visited  by  the  Society  on  Jul}^  7th,  1880. 
Their  secluded  position,  overgrown  with  wood  until  about 
the  year  1860,  caused  them  to  escape  notice  by  Blomefield 
and  other  local  observers,  and  history  is  completely  silent 
as  to  their  origin.  It  was  not  until  the  year  1850  that 
Mr.  S.  ^Y.  Itix  of  Beccles  called  attention  to  their  existence 
by  reporting  to  our  Society  (May  2nd)  his  observation  of 
them  with  a  brief  description  of  their  state. ^  Some  notice 
was  also  taken  of  them  about  the  same  time  by  Mr.  Greville 
Chester.  Ten  years  later  a  correspondent  of  the  J^ast 
Anglian  iov  July,  1860,  mentions  them,  and  describes  the 
woods  as  being  then  in  process  of  breakiug  up,  to  the 
possible  destruction  of  the  earthAvorks.^  A  suggestion  had 
been  made  to  Mr.  Pix  by  Mr.  Alfred  Suckling  that  they 
were  possibly  Danish,  and  might  have  served  as  an  outpost 
to  the  Danish  camp  at  Earsham.  From  that  time  until 
1880  no  one  with  a  knowledge  of  the  subject  appears  to 


Norfolk  Archxology,  iv.  346.      2  jj^figt  Anrjlian  Notes  and  Queries^  i.  89. 
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have  seen  them  or  made  any  report  of  them.  Agricultural 
improvements  have  fortunately  not  effaced  them,  and  it 
was  with  much  interest  to  myself  and  others  that  a  visit 
to  them  was  at  last  arranged,  during  the  excursion  of 
Julj^,  1880,  in  order  that  their  nature  and  age  might,  if 
possible,  be  settled.  Among  the  visitors  on  this  occasion 
was  Mr.  S.  W.  Rix  himself,  who  had  so  long  ago  dnuvu 
the  attention  of  the  Society  to  them ;  and  the  land  being 
now  cleared  and  laid  down  for  pasture,  the  whole  of  the 
earthworks  were  accessible  without  difficulty,  and  their 
extent  and  plan  could  be  readily  seen.  A  very  brief  in- 
spection was  enough  to  show  that  their  construction  is 
identical  with  that  of  hundreds  of  others  in  the  counti-y, 
of  which  the  purpose  and  age  are  known,  and  whicli 
have  received  much  attention  from  antiquaries  of  late 
years,  and  I  was  glad  to  have  the  support  of  Mr.  llix  and 
others  who  were  present  to  confirm  the  opinion  I  expressed 
in  briefly  pointing  out  their  character  and  object. 

The  remains  are  on  a  small  scale  compared  with  others 
of  the  class  to  which  they  belong.  There  is  the  usual 
^'motte,"  or  mound,  about  150  feet  in  diameter,  sur- 
rounded by  a  ditch  on  all  sides,  the  contents  of  Avhicli 
were  thrown  out  to  form  the  mound.  The  height  lias 
probably  been  considerably  reduced,  and  is  now  onl}^  about 
20  or  25  feet :  it  has  a  depression  in  the  centre,  and  is 
overgrown  with  shrubs.  From  the  sides  of  the  mound  a 
horseshoe  earthwork  is  carried,  enclosing  a  small  court  or 
bailey.  The  mound  is  thus  placed  ujwn  the  baidv,  and 
forms  the  protection  of  its  western  end.  This  arrangement 
follows  the  almost  invariable  rule  in  castles  of  this  date. 
At  a  distance  of  rather  more  than  a  hundred  yards  from 
the  mound  is  a  rectangular  enclosure,  surrounded  by  a 
low  bank,  measuring  2G0  feet  by  130,  and  forming  another 
yard ;  and  beside  it  is  a  small  knoll  which  bears  the  name 
of  "Ilangnum's  Hill." 
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To  those  who  have  visited  and  examined  many  sites  of 
castles  throughout  the  countr}^,  and  especially  to  those 
who  have  had  the  advantage  of  the  leadership  of  Mr.  G. 
T.  Clark  of  Dowlais,  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Royal 
Archaeological  Institute,  and  have  heard  his  admirable 
explanations  of  earthworks  and  castles,  or  have  read  his 
numerous  contributions  to  their  history  and  construction, 
such  remains  as  this  of  Darrow  Wood  present  no  difficulty. 
The  vague  and  confused  ideas  of  the  older  antiquaries  on 
the  subject  of  earthworks  of  this  character  have  been 
reduced  by  him  and  others  to  a  clear  system,  warranted  by 
historical  facts,  and  I  endeavoured  to  sum  up  the  principal 
points  to  be  observed  on  the  subject  in  a  paper  on  Eye 
Castle,  contributed  to  the  Transactions  of  the  Suffolk  Institute 
of  Arclmology?  It  is  useful  to  remember  that  while  British 
earthworks  were  tribal,  and  constructed  for  the  defence  of 
large  bodies  on  the  most  commanding  summits  of  high 
ranges  of  hills,  and  Eoman  works  were  military,  and 
adapted  for  the  encampment  of  soldiers  under  well  defined 
rules  of  warfare,  the  castles  of  the  chief  lords  of  our 
English  (Saxon  or  Angle)  ancestors  (a.d.  500 — 1066)  were 
doinestic,  and  intended  for  permanent  habitation  as  well  as 
(lofence.  The  invaders  of  Britain  from  Germany  and  the 
north  brought  with  them  their  habits  and  customs,  their 
language  and  names :  in  course  of  time  the  country  was 
well  nigh  cleared  of  its  British  inhabitants,  who  were  driven 
into  Wales ;  and  was  parcelled  out  into  settlements, — tons, 
hams,  thorpes,  worths,  and  leys,  &c., — niostty  called  after 
the  family  names  of  the  first  settlers.  Their  laws  and  in- 
stitutions were  a  reproduction  of  those  they  were  accustomed 
to  on  the  Continent,  and  they  are  the  foundation  of  those 
under  which  we  now  live. 

The  only  part  of  this  large  subject  with  which  we  are 
concerned  in  this  place  is  the  way  in  which  the  lords 
^  Vol.  V.  p.  10 i. 
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of  the  manors,  or  Honours,'^  constructed  their  principal 
dwellings.  As  the  chief  lords  and  leaders  had  dwelt  iu 
their  northern  homes,  so  they  continued  to  live  and  huild 
here,  regardless  of  the  previous  occupants  or  their  metliods. 
They  cast  up  a  truncated  cone  of  earth,  formed  out  of  the 
contents  of  the  circumscribing  ditch,  known  in  our  records 
as  the  "mota,"  "motte,"  mound,  or  "  ;  ^  upon  it  they 

constructed  a  loooden  dwelling,  defended  with  stout  palisades, 
and  approached  by  a  bridge  thrown  over  the  ditch.  Thin 
was  the  "  aula  "  of  the  lord,  of  which  we  hear  in  the  Saxon 
songs,  and  here  he  held  his  court,  and  did  justice,  and  housed 
his  family  and  servants.  The  castle  was  the  caput"  or 
centre  of  the  estate.  Connected  with  the  mound  were  baso- 
courts  for  shelter  of  servants  and  the  offices,  and  usually  a 
larger  enclosure  at  a  little  distance  for  the  herding  of  cattle. 
In  several  cases  earthworks  of  earlier  date  were  made  use 
of ;  and  sometimes  natural  hills  were  brought  into  requi- 
sition, and  scarped  so  as  to  save  labour ;  in  others,  and 
more  frequently,  the  works  were  new  and  artificial  from 
the  first.  But  in  all,  the  principal  feature  is  the  conical 
moiwd :  and  in  a  vast  number  of  our  old  castles  this  will 
be  found,  and  is  certain  evidence  of  the  pre- Norman  habi- 
tation by  a  person  of  distinction,  and  probably  in  every 
case  of  the  lord  of  the  surrounding  manor  and  estates. 

*  Eonour  is  a  term  "  used  for  the  more  noble  sort  of  seigniories,  whoreof 
other  inferior  lordships  or  mannours  do  depend,  by  performance  of  customes 
and  services,  some  or  other,  to  those  that  are  lords  of  them." — CowcU'i 
Interpreter. 

5  'I  Originally  the  English  burh  was  a  fortified  house,  the  *  Domus  de- 
fensabilis '  of  Domesday,  the  '  aula '  the  German  '  saal '  of  the  owner  of  Iho 
surrounding  estate  or  manor,  which  the  tenants  were  bound  to  defend ;  of 
which  the  designation  may  be  Norman,  but  the  thing  designated  is  un- 
doubtedly of  far  earlier  origin.  The  term  burh  naturally  became  extcndtiJ 
to  the  cluster  of  surrounding  huts,  and  a  hedge  with  a  ditch  was  thoir 
primary  enclosure,  the  repair  of  which  is  provided  for  in  very  early  Saxon 
laws." — Earthivorks  of  the  Fost-lloman  and  English  I'criod.  By  CJ.  T.  Clark, 
F.S.A.,  in  Archivolofjical  Journal,  xxxviii.  31. 
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It  is  evident  tliat  no  stone  castle  or  walls  could  stand  on 
sucli  a  newly- thrown  up  mound,  and  as  a  fact  the  mound 
builders  did  not  live  in  stone  castles,  but  within  "  wooden 
walls."  Stone  castles  came  in  with  the  Norman  conquerors. 
In  their  own  Normandy  the  fashion  of  earthen  mounds  and 
wooden  castles  had  prevailed  as  much  as  in  England,  for 
they,  too,  were  of  the  same  stock — Normans  or  Northmen — 
and  there  are  numerous  examples  there  still.  But  by  the 
days  of  the  Conquest,  in  the  eleventh  century,  a  more 
advanced  method  had  been  learned,  which  they  at  once 
imported.  They  built  square  castles  on  a  flat  surface, 
mostly  not  upon  the  mounds  of  the  English  lords  whom 
they  dispossessed,  but  on  a  natural  foundation  close  by. 
Sometimes,  when  a  mound  was  very  large  and  solid,  and 
partly  a  natural  hill  top,  there  was  room  and  security  for 
a  square  stone  gastle,  as  at  Norwich  ;  but  more  often  the 
older  works  were  incorporated  in  the  defences  by  walls  and 
towers,  and  the  "  keep  "  constructed  on  a  safer  site  near  at 
hand.  "Whenever,  therefore,  we  see  this  mound,  with  its 
oval  or  horseshoe  base-court,  and  other  enclosures,  and  en- 
circling ditch,  we  may  know  that  such  works  are  not  British^ 
or  Boman,  but  English,  of  the  tenth  or  eleventh  century 
generally ;  and  if  we  can  turn  to  any  records  or  authentic 
history  of  the  place,  we  shall  find  in  many  cases  the  name 
of  the  lord  and  owner  in  the  Confessor  s  and  the  Conqueror's 
time,  and  the  name  of  the  Norman  intruder  to  whom  the 
conquering  William  made  over  his  possessions. 

6  A  very  little  reflection  is  enough  to  make  it  evident  that  a  conical  mound, 
a  few  yards  square  at  the  top,  with  no  building  upon  it,  would  be  a  perfectly 
useless  kind  of  defence  to  a  British  tribe.  Only  a  few  score  persons  could 
stand  there  ;  and  in  many  cases,  fewer  still.  The  mounds  were  not  intended 
to  be  used  as  bare  hill  tops,  as  wo  see  them  now  ;  but  to  have  a  largo  wooden 
building  erected  upon  them  for  permanent  habitation  ;  and  the  people  who 
adopted  this  custom  were  Northmen  and  Old-English.  Great  circumscribing 
earthworks,  enclosing  a  large  space,  as  at  Old  Sarum,  are  British  or  Celtic  ; 
but  the  conical  mound,  protected  by  banks  and  ditches,  as  at  Thetfoid,  is 
English  and  pro-Norman, 
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The  evidence  for  the  English  origin  of  these  castles  docs 
not  rest  wholly  on  the  works  themselves,  A  large  number 
are  mentioned  in  the  chronicles,  with  the  names  of  the 
founders,  and  the  date  of  their  construction,  and  of  these 
a  good  many  can  be  clearly  identified,  and  exist  to  this 
day  :  as  Bamborough  by  Ida,  in  547  ;  Taunton  by  Ina ; 
Bourn  by  Morcar,  870  ;  Tamworth,  Stafford,  Eddisbury, 
Warwick,  Chisbury,  "Warburton,  and  Runcorn,  all  by 
^thelfleda  in  913;  Maldon  by  King  Edward,  in  920; 
Stamford,  922  ;  Bakewell,  924  ;  &c.,  &c.^  In  the  Bayeux 
Tapestry  the  taking  of  Dinan  is  represented,  where  the  castio 
is  "  a  timber  building  on  a  conical  hill,  which  two  men 
are  attempting  to  set  on  lire,  whilst  otliers  are  ascending 
the  mound  by  the  steep  bridge,  reaching  nearly  to  a  gate- 
way at  its  summit."  ^  A  contemporary  account,  of  the 
end  of  the  eleventh  century,  quoted  at  the  last  reference, 
describes  the  process  of  erecting  such  castles. 

In  Norfolk  there  are  remains  of  a  considerable  number 
of  these  English  homes  and  fortresses.  They  may  all  bo 
distinguished  by  the  high  conical  mound  and  base  courts, 
although  sometimes  they  are  mixed  with  earlier  or  later 
work.  We  do  not  look  for  such  mounds  at  a  Roman  camp, 
which  never  became  an  English  seat,  as  at  Caistor  by 
Norwich  ;  nor  within  the  moats  of  a  fortified  manor-house 
of  Plantagenet  days,  as  at  Caister  by  Yarmouth.  The  two 
largest  and  finest  in  the  county  are  Norwich  and  Thetford. 
These  were  both  the  residences  and  strongholds  of  the 
Kings  of  the  East  Angles.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  Norwich 
was  constructed  by  Ulfa  in  575,  probably  on  the  site  of  a 
British  camp  ;  it  was  certainly  the  castle  of  King  Anna 
in  642.^  Thetford,  one  of  the  largest  mounds  in  tho 
kingdom,  was  probably  also  the  work  of  Ufili.  Althou2;li 
"Thetford  was  burnt  b}^  the  Danes  in  870  and  1004,  we  are 

Arc/ueoloz/ical  Journal,  xxiv.  102.  *^  Ibid.,  p.  101. 

Blomcfield,  ii.  4. 
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to  understand  that  the  buildings  destroyed  were  of  wood, 
and  if  they  occupied  the  earthworks,  as  they  doubtless 
did  for  many  years,  it  would  be  in  timber  structures  re- 
erected,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  attribute  the  earthworks 
themselves  to  the  Danes.  ^ 

The  other  English  ((i.e.,  pre-Norman)  castles  in  Norfolk 
are  at  Castleacre,  Mileham,  Horsford,  Middleton,  and 
Wormegay.  Weeting  does  not  appear  to  be  earlier  than 
Norman.  Castle  Rising  and  Buckenham  have  stone  castles 
defended  by  large  surrounding  earthworks,  but  no  central 
conical  mound :  and  these  are  precisely  the  two  Albini 
castles  that  were  erected  after  the  Conquest ;  ^  altliough 
possibly  on  old  British  sites. 

Denton  Castle  is  the  smallest  and  most  decayed  of  all. 
It  never  had  any  stone  buildings  upon  the  site.  About 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago  Mr.  Middleton,  then  tenant  of 
the  property,  found  a  large  piece  of  old  oak  buried  several 
feet  in  the  ditch  surrounding  the  mound,  at  the  spot  where 

'  There  are  instaiices  in  the  country,  as  at  Teinpsford  in  Bedfordshire, 
of  Danish  earthworks  ;  and  perhaps  those  at  Warham  in  Norfolk  may  bo 
their  work,  for  they  also  were  northmen,  and  mound  builders  ;  but  wherever 
there  was  the  "caput"  of  an  English  lord,  and  earthworks  remain,  these 
earthworks  may  mostly  bo  attributed  to  them,  and  not  to  the  Danish  invaders 
of  a  later  day. 

-  Mr,  G.  T.  Clark,  in  Archceological  Journal,  xxxviii.  267,  mentions 
"  Haganet,  a  Norfolk  castle  taken  by  the  Earl  of  Leicester  and  his  invading 
Flemings,  and  utterly  destroyed."  But  this  is  Haughley  in  Suffolk,  also 
called  Haganeth,  the  seat  of  an  honour.  The  Norman  buildings  upon  it 
were  destroyed  in  1173,  but  the  tine  mound  and  banks  still  remain.  He  also 
mentions  Burghwood  as  an  adjacent  castle  to  that  of  Mileham ;  but  they 
are  one  and  the  same.  He  describes  the  ditches  of  Norwich  Castle  as 
"concentric,"  as  they  used  to  be  given  in  old  maps,  but  Mr,  Harrod  has 
completely  disproved  that  view.  {Castles  and  Convents,  p.  124.)  Tateshall 
and  Marnham  (p.  268)  arc  in  Lincolnshire,  and  Kenninghall  was  a  post- 
Norman  fortified  manor-house. 

The  following  English  earthworks  in  Suffolk  may  be  usefully  compared 
with  those  of  Norfolk :— Bungay,  Clare,  Eye,  Framlingham,  Haughley; 
also  those  at  Cambridge  and  Ely. 
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the  entrance  now  is.  This  was  probably  part  of  the 
timber  structure  upon  the  mound,  or  of  the  bridge  tliat 
gave  access  to  it.  Its  history  is  lost.  It  is  probably  one  of 
those  cases  in  which  the  new  lord  who  had  a  grant  of  it  at 
the  IsTorman  Conquest  had  a  larger  and  better  manor  and 
castle  elsewhere,  and  accordingly  abandoned  it  to  the  slow 
and  silent  overgrowth  of  the  forest,  and  the  abode  of 
deer^  and  small  game,  its  existence  unnoticed  but  by  tlio 
woodman  and  the  hunter,  and  the  only  tradition  of  its 
former  purpose  preserved  in  its  name  of  "  Castle  Hill," 
recorded  in  charter  or  court-roll.  In  confirmation  of  this 
opinion  I  find  a  possible  clue  in  the  mention  by  Blomefield  ^ 
that  the  chief  manor  of  Denton,  (in  which  the  Castle  Hill 
is  situated)  was  held  of  Bishop  Stigand  by  Alfriz  in  tlio 
Confessor's  time,  and  by  Eudo  son  of  Spiruwin  at  the 
Conqueror's  survey;  and  that  when  granted  by  the  Con- 
queror to  William  de  Albini,  a  great  lord  of  many  other 
manors  and  honours,  he  Joined  it  to  his  7nanor  of  Buclxenham 
Castle,     with  which  it  passed  many  ages.^^ 


^  Deerhaugh  ==  Darrow  Wood. 


*  Vol.  V.  p.  402. 


Mural  P/^inting  of  St.  Christopher.  St   Etheldreds,  Norwich. 


Pitral  |)atntm0  of  St.  Cljiistapljcr 


AT  ST.  ETHELDEED'S  CHUECH,  NORWICH. 


COMMUNICATED  BY 


THE  REV.  N.  BOLINGBROKE,  B.A., 

VICAR  OF  ST.  liTHELDRED,  "WITH  ST.  PETBR  SOUTHGATE,  NORWICH. 


Among  the  objects  of  Archaeological  interest  brought  to 
view  in  the  late  restoration  of  St.  Etheldred's  Church,  were 
the  remains  of  mural  paintings.  These  no  doubt  at  one 
time  extended  over  the  whole  area  of  wall  surface. 

On  the  north  wall,  immediately  opposite  the  principal 
entrance  to  the  church,  was  a  painting  of  St.  Christopher. 
This  was  the  usual  position  of  the  representation  of  this 
saint,  except  as  an  image  above  or  upon  an  altar.  It  was 
intended  doubtless  to  be  the  first  object  which  would  meet 
the  eye  on  entering  the  church.  The  very  sight  of  St. 
Christopher  was  deemed  a  great  encouragement  to  battle 
with  the  misfortunes,  the  calamities,  and  the  disappoint- 
ments which  appertain  to  life  in  this  world.  Inscriptions 
connected  with  his  representation  inculcate  this  idea : — 

"Whoever  shall  behold  the  image  of  St.  Christopher,  on 
that  day  shall  not  faint  or  fail." 

''Whoso  shall  behold  the  face  of  St.  Christopher,  on 
that  day  shall  be  exempt  from  an  evil  death." 


344 


One  cannot  help  feeling  tliat  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
beauty  in  the  practical  teaching  of  the  legend  of  S(. 
Christopher.  We  have  it  embodied  in  the  words  of  our 
Church  of  England  Ofhce  for  Baptism — "  That  we  may  so 
pass  through  the  waves  of  this  troublesome  world  that 
finalty  we  may  come  to  the  land  of  everlasting  life."  Or 
we  may  think  that  to  the  Christian  of  four  hundred  years 
ago  it  inculcated  the  same  lesson  which  is  represented  by 
the  "  Slough  of  Despond  "  in  the  Pilgrim's  Progress. 

The  representation  of  our  Saint  at  St.  Etheldred's  does 
not  differ  materially  from  the  best  known  examples.  The 
whole  is  contained  in  a  frame  of  stencilled  pattern,  mea- 
suring 11  ft.  by  G  ft.  10  in.  The  figure  of  the  saint  is 
8  feet  high.  The  drapery  is  represented  as  held  above 
the  knees,  and  portions  are  floating  in  the  wind.  He  stands 
in  the  water,  as  indicated  by  a  crab,  three  fish  coloured  lilcc 
mackerel,  and  an  eel.  In  his  left  hand  is  the  well-known  slali' 
planted  in  the  bank,  and  blossoming  most  luxuriously  at 
the  top.  On  St.  Christopher's  right  shoulder  sits  the  Holy 
Infant,  who  wears  a  green  dress.  Around  his  head  is  u 
very  rich  nimbus,  which  when  carefully  examined  resembled 
a  peacock's  tail.  His  right  hand  is  raised  in  the  attitude 
of  blessing,  and  his  left  holds  an  orb  surmounted  by  a 
cross,  just  above  the  head  of  St.  Christopher.  No  trace 
was  found  of  the  hermit  Avith  a  lantern,  or  the  miller, 
mill,  &c.,  which  I  believe  were  in  some  cases  introduced  in 
the  background.  The  picture  differs  from  some  in  that 
St.  Christopher  is  evidently  not  looking  up  at  the  Ilely 
Infant,  but  stolidly  pursuing  his  way  through  the  water. 

On  the  next  space,  between  the  windows  on  the  nortli 
side,  the  remains  of  another  painting  were  found.  Tliis 
evidently  was  a  representation  of  ''the  Annunciation." 
There  were  clearly  a  floor  and  a  ceiling,  and  in  the  ceiling  a 
sun  with  rays  descending  from  it.  On  one  side  a  figure 
was  just  discernible,  which  I  took  to  be  the  Archangel 
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Gabriel,  but  on  tlie  opposite  side,  wbere  tbe  figure  of  tbe 
Blessed  Virgin  might  have  been  expected  to  have  been 
found,  the  plaster  had  been  cut  away. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  church  a  canopy  with  crocketed 
finials  was  found,  but  no  trace  of  a  figure  was  observable. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  another  figure  lies  hid  on  the 
east  wall,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  uncovered  w^henever 
the  restoration  of  the  chancel  is  taken  in  hand. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  here  tliat  the  fine  Norman 
door  on  the  south  side  has  been  opened  out,  and  has  proved 
even  richer  in  detail  than  might  have  been  expected.  Of 
this  door  a  very  careful  restoration  has  been  made. 

The  entrance  to  the  rood  stair  turret  was  discovered.  The 
jambs  and  arch  are  formed  of  very  thin  long  bricks,  perhaps 
Saxon.  The  position  of  this  has  been  preserved  by  setting 
back  the  brickwork  in  the  opening  and  showing  the 
chamfer  in  the  new  plastering. 

Throughout  the  church  there  was  abundant  evidence  to 
show  that  at  some  time  it  must  have  been  greatly  damaged 
by  fire. 


VOL.  IX.] 


B  B 


%  €mtkq  Cross  of  \\t  "filatlifriars"  iit  f  nw, 


BT 

EDWARD  MILLIGEN  BELOE,  ESQ. 


I  WAS  asked,  some  twenty  years  since,  by  the  authorities 
of  the  Lynn  Museum,  to  mark  the  stones  lying  in  a  yard 
next  the  Museum,  which  I  considered  worth  preserving — 
the  stones  could  not  have  been  deposited  there  more  than 
ten  years  before :  the  site  of  the  Athenaeum,  of  which  the 
Museum  is  part,  up  to  that  time  had  been  a  private  mansion 
and  garden.  It  was  reported  to  me,  on  my  looking  over 
the  stones,  which  lay  just  as  they  had  been  roughly 
thrown,  that  they  had  been  brought  from  the  ruins  of  the 
Blackfriars'  Monastery,  which  was  immediately  adjoining. 
These  ruins  were  removed  between  the  years  1850 — 1852, 
when  the  whole  site  was  laid  out  and  built  on.  Among 
the  stones  I  then  found  were  the  fragments  which  form 
the  Cross,  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 


One  of  the  phases  of  the  Reformation  of  the  sixteenth 
century  in  the  East  of  England,  and  which  we  can  now 
scarcely  understand  or  interpret,  is  the  hatred  of  the  people 
to  the  chief  and  highest  symbol  of  the  most  sacred  act 
of  our  religion.     Of    the   roadside   crosses  which  were 


THE    CEMETERY    C  R  0  S  S ,  -  B  L  A  C  K  F  R  I  A  R  5,  LYNN 

(RESTORED) 
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scattered  all  over  the  country  there  is  not  one  remaining 
with  the  head  perfect.  The  bases  probably  of  nearly  all 
remain,  and  in  some  cases  the  shaft  to  a  considerable  height, 
but  the  cross  proper,  which  gave  dignity  to  the  whole,  is 
gone.  The  bases  meet  us  everywhere,  especially  in  our 
north-western  part  of  the  county,  and  it  is  singular  that  the 
shafts  which  remain  are  nearly  all  of  the  same  form,  being 
octagonal  tapering  pillars  set  direct  into  a  socket  in  the 
base.^ 

We  can  probably  restore  the  heading  of  the  shaft  from 
those  few  remaining  in  the  West  of  England,  where  de- 
structive zeal  was  not  so  strong  as  with  us.  In  the 
churchyards  of  Amney  Crucis  and  Ashelworth  in  Glouces- 
tershire are  two  heads  of  crosses,  both  found  severed  from 
their  shafts.^  That  of  Amney  Crucis  is  restored.  The 
crosses  are  of  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth  century,  and  are 
simply  flat  sides  of  a  rectangular  stone  bracket  set  on 
the  shaft,  with  a  canopy  over  each  face,  guarding  a 
carved  crucifix  and  Virgin  and  Child  on  the  two  principal 
sides.  I  have  at  "  a,'*  plate  1,  given  what  I  consider  is  a 
restored  elevation  of  the  head  of  these  roadside  crosses  in 
Norfolk. 

This  is  also  the  common  form  of  the  crosses  in  the  Rhine 
district  of  Germany,  and  it  continues  there  through  the 
whole  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries  quite  into 
the  Renaissance  period.  One  of  the  most  beautiful  of  these, 
though  its  stem  is  not  of  the  form  of  the  octangular 
shaft,  is  a  dated  roadside  cross  (1473)  at  Heidingsfeld,  near 
Wurtsburer,  the  head  of  which  is  of  the  tablet  form  cano- 
pied.     And  near  the  neighbouring  village  of  Randesachre 

^  Four  of  these  bases,  with  the  shafts,  were  removed  from  their  original 
sites  some  years  since  to  form  ornaments  to  the  entrance  of  the  lodge  of 
Hillington  Hall,  Lynn. 

2  See  Notes  on  the  Old  Crosses  of  Glouceslcrshire,  Pooley,  pp.  51,  52  ;  also 
Rimmer's  Old  Stone  Crosses. 

ij  li  2 
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is  a  cross  of  tlie  fourteentli  century,^  botli  as  regards  its 
sliaft  and  head  very  similar  to  those  I  have  mentioned  in 
Gloucestershire,  and  this  form  continues,  though  the  shaft 
is  a  pilaster  fixed  to  a  wall.  In  a  cross  nearer  Wurtsburg 
upon  the  pilaster  is  the  inscription,  "Jesus  solus  Salvator 
mens,  1674."  These  and  many  more  existed  and  were  built 
on  the  land  where  the  Reformation  was  fought  out,  and 
are  preserved.  Except  in  Brittany,  where  numbers  also 
remain,  the  Catholic  wars  destroyed  nearly  all  the  French 
cemetery  and  wayside  crosses.  The  few  examples  given  by 
Viollet  le  Due,  save  one,  have  for  the  headings  real  cruci- 
fixes, and  of  one  of  these,  found  under  the  porch  of  tlio 
chancel  of  Rougemont,  Cote  d'Or,  we  shall  have  something 
to  say  hereafter. 

It  is  clear  we  cannot  trace  the  form  of  the  crosses  of  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries  from  our  present  subject. 
Its  development  through  successive  changes  from  tlio 
earliest  examples  is,  however,  I  think,  qmte  clear.  We 
have  here  in  fact  a  successor  of  those  crosses  which  onco 
probably  stood  in  every  churchyard  in  East  Anglia  when 
the  Celtic  or  Saxon  Church  was  the  Church  of  the  people, 
but  which  are  now  only  left  in  the  extreme  west  of  our 
island  or  over  the  Channel  in  Celtic  Ireland. 

We  all  know  by  photographs  and  illustrations  the  grand 
crosses  of  Monasterboice  in  Coimty  Meath  and  at  Kells: 
they  have  the  flat  shaft  sculptured  in  compartments,  and 
at  the  top  a  cross,  with  the  ends  of  the  arms  square,  a  usual 
early  Byzantine  form,  but  with  a  circle  meeting  the  arms 
just  where  they  are  sloped  to  form  the  square  ending, 
the  circle  falling  on  this  curve  of  the  arms  of  the  cross. 
This  form  is  repeated  on  other  crosses,  except  that  tbo 
circles  fall  on  the  square  ends  of  the  cross.  By  following 
these  forms  nearer  home,  we  have  two  examples  standing 
on  the  extreme  west,  the  one  in  lona,  the  other  at  Carew 
3  See  Builder  for  10th  November,  1883. 
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in  Pembrokesliire.  At  lona  the  circle  falls  on  the  square 
ends  of  the  arms,  but  the  shaft  is  taller  and  more  graceful 
than  the  older  Irish  examples,  and  we  see  a  nearer  approach 
to  that  of  which  we  write;  but  at  Carew  we  have  a  still 
further  advancement  in  the  form  of  the  shaft  and  also  of 
the  heading.    (See  fig.  1.)    The  square  ending  of  the  arms 


Fig.  I. — Carew. 


is  gone,  and  though  the  head  is  still  slightly  pierced 
between  the  commencement  of  the  arms  and  the  circle,  it 
takes  but  little  further  change  to  come  to  the  form  of 
the  fine  cross  at  Nevern,  which  is  the  germ  of  the  form 
of  the  crosses  which  seem  to  have  prevailed  in  East  Anglia ;  * 
this  beautiful  example  (given  in  fig.  2)  being  now  the  only 
one  remaining. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  head  is  no  longer  pierced,  but  is 
circular,  the  cross  of  equal  arms  just  extending  outside  the 

*  The  woodcuts  of  the  crosses  at  Carew  and  Nevern  are  taken  from  Cutta' 
Sepulchral  Slabs  and  Crosses,  plate  Ixxix.  and  p.  91  in  the  Notes,  but  they 
appear  to  "be  from  the  same  blocks  as  the  illustrations  in  Archccological 
Journal,  vol.  iii.  p.  71,  where  the  writer  of  the  article  thinks  the  crosses  not 
earlier  than  the  ninth  or  tenth  century.  The  face  of  the  cross  at  Carew  is 
worn. 
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circle.  Beneatli  is  a  sloping  curved  neck,  as  it  were,  and 
then  the  projecting  shoulders,  of  which  our  cross  retains 
the  direct  and  consequent  development.  The  shaft  is  flat, 
divided  into  compartments,  which,  seen  side  b}^  side  with 
the  cross  at  Carew,  is  almost  identical  in  form,  with  an 
oblong  space  in  each  shaft  for  an  inscription,  as  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  one  on  which  I  am  now  writing. 


Fig.  2. — Nevkhn. 

This  cross  of  Nevern  is  probably  of  the  ninth  century, 
and  is  the  latest  of  what  are  called  the  Celtic  crosses.  There 
are  no  crosses  left  to  show  the  precise  manner  of  further 
development,  except  perhaps  the  one  on  Carraton  Down, 
Cornwall.^  The  shafts  of  many  remain,  as  at  Llanhad- 
arnfawr,  at  Sandbach  in  Cheshire,  and  at  Bakewcll, 
but  the  cross  itself  has  been  long  destroyed,  and  it  is 
fortunate  that  the  one  at  Nevern  is  left  us  to  form  a 
central  link  in  the  series  which  led  up  from  the  Irish  Celtic 
crosses  of  Monasterboice  and  Kells  through  those  at  lona 
and  Carew  to  ours  of  the  advanced  thirteenth  century. 

If  there  is  any  doubt  on  this  theory  of  "  evolution "  of 

*  See  Britton,  Arch.  Antiq.,  vol.  i.  p.  1,  "  Auciont  Stone  Crosses." 


Platr  3. 


PART   OF   THE   SHAFT   OF   A   CROSS    FOUND   WITH    THE  CROSS 
DRAWN   ON    PLATE    No.  2   (FROM   A  PHOTOGRAPH.) 


Plate  4. 


THE  CARVING  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE   OF  THE   SHAFT  DRAWN 
PLATE   No,  3   (from  A  PHOTOGRAPH.) 
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the  form  of  the  cross  of  the  Blackfriars,  Lynn,  from  its 
remote  Celtic  ancestry,  I  can,  I  think,  clear  it  up.  With 
the  fragments  of  this  beautiful  cross  I  found  part  of  the 
shaft  of  another  cross.  Though  the  carving  on  it  is  more 
archaic,  I  nevertheless  at  first  thought  this  was  the  lower 
compartment  of  the  stem  of  the  principal  one  ;  but  every 
attempt  to  adjust  it  failed.  It  would  be  perhaps  a  century 
earlier,  but  it  is  extremely  difficult  by  the  carving  alone, 
and  there  is  nothing  else,  to  fix  anything  like  exact  dates. 
Of  this  part  of  the  stem  of  this  other  cross  I  give  both 
front  and  back  elevation.  (See  plates  3  and  4.)  The 
carving  of  the  ecclesiastic  in  front  might  show  a  date  a 
little  before  1200,  but  at  the  back  we  have  a  distinct 
example  of  the  interlacing  ornament,^  which  comes  through 
centuries  of  growth  direct  from  the  cross  of  Monasterboice 
and  Kells ;  and  if  the  descent  of  the  ornament  is  clear, 
it  is  not  unreasonable  that  there  should  also  be  the  descent 
of  the  form.^ 

I  will  now  shortly  describe  the  cross  of  Blackfriars, 
Lynn,  and  I  must  refer  to  the  very  good  drawings  of  the 
west  and  east  and  also  of  the  side  elevations  of  the  fragments 
of  it  on  plate  2,  and  to  my  own  assumed  restoration  of  it 
on  plate  1. 

The  top  is  circular,  bending  in  very  graceful  lines  at  the 
side,  and  these  lines  just  before  joining  the  straight  sides 
of  the  stem  project  so  as  to  form,  as  I  have  said,  a  kind 
of  shoulder ;  the  stem  widens  towards  its  foot,  and  is  divided 
into  compartments.  The  principal  object  of  reverence  is 
the  figure  of  the  crucifixion  in  the  head  of  the  cross  f  this 
would  be  towards  the  west,  so  that  the  worshipper  would 

"  Compare  form  of  ornament  on  plate  4  with  the  ornament  at  the  top  of 
the  shaft  of  the  cross  at  Nevem,  fig.  2. 

'  In  the  Archceological  Journal,  vol.  iii.  p.  260,  is  an  illustration  of  part  of 
the  stem  of  a  cross,  the  ornamentation  of  which  is  almost  identical  with  that 
shown  in  plate  4.  This  was  found  at  Bedale,  and  is  assumed  to  be  very 
early. 
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face  the  east.^  Tlie  form  of  tlie  cross  itself,  to  wliicli  llic 
Saviour  is  nailed,  is  of  the  same  kind  as  that  we  find  at 
Carew  and  Nevern,  and  for  the  nimbus  is  another  cross  of 
the  like  form  joined  at  the  ends  of  the  arms  by  a  circle, 
a  survival  also  of  the  older  forms.  The  stone  here  is 
hollowed  from  the  outer  edge  inwards,  so  as  to  bring  out 
in  strong  relief  the  figure  of  our  Saviour :  ^  the  head  of  tlie 
figure  leans  to  the  right,  and  the  body  is  not  clothed  with 
the  tunic,  but  only  with  a  band  of  cloth,  showing  a  rather 
later  date  than  the  sculptured  foliage,  of  which  we  shall 
presently  treat,  would  seem  to  indicate.  The  grand  forms 
of  the  cross  to  which  the  figure  of  Christ  is  attached,  and 
the  expressive  posture  of  the  figure,  worn  as  the  stone  is, 
deserve  special  attention. 

On  the  shaft  of  the  cross  itself,  and  beneath  the  crucifix, 
is  a  sculptured  form  of  a  man,  his  right  arm  raised  with 
a  sword  in  his  hand,  in  the  act  of  striking  the  head  of  a 
dragon,  which  is  biting  the  point  of  his  shield.  On  his 
back  is  what  appears  a  suggestion  of  wings,  but,  judging 
from  the  sculptures  on  the  front  of  Wells  Cathedral,^  dating 
about  1240,  wings  were  not  then  thus  conventionally 
rendered, .but  drawn  to  nature,  and  I  place  this  cross  further 
on  in  that  century.  The  right  foot  is  on  the  dragon  or 
serpent's  back.  The  figure  of  the  man  is  not  in  armour, 
but  in  a  long  garment  to  the  feet,  girded  round  the  waist — 
his  figure  is  very  fairly  drawn,  all  trace  of  archaism  i« 
gone — full  of  energy  as  prepared  to  strike  the  vanquished 
brute.  It  is  the  seed  of  the  w^oman  that  is  to  bruise  the 
serpent's  head.    It  is  the  representation  in  early  and  simple 

*  There  are  examples  in  France  and  Germany  where  altars  are  placed 
on  the  western  side  under  the  figure  of  the  crucifix,  so  that  its  position  is 
certain. — Viollet  le  Due,  vol.  iv.  p.  434.  The  references  to  M.  VioUet  lo 
Due  are  to  the  Dictionnaire  Baisone. 

9  Viollet  le  Due,  Tit.  Crucifix,  vol.  iv.  p.  144. 

^  See  Cockorell's  Sctilptiiycs  of  Wells  Cathedral,  plato  of  sculptures  opposite 
p.  62. 
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sculpture,  in  no  uncertain  manner,  for  tlie  instruction  of  the 
faithful,  of  the  final  triumph  over  evil — which  the  act  por- 
trayed above  it  finally  accomplished.- 

Beneath,  and  forming  the  lower  compartment  of  the 
shaft,  is  a  figure,  the  head  of  which  only  remains,  the  rest 
being  broken  off  and  gone.  This  head  is  very  singular, 
it  is  partly  human  and  partly  animal.  The  ears  are  at  the 
top  of  the  head,  and  are  entirely  those  of  an  animal ;  from 
the  inside  of  each  issue  forms  that  appear,  as  far  as  one 
can  decipher  them,  sprigs  of  foliage ;  but  as  to  that  on  the 
right,  it  might  possibly  be  of  some  living  creature. 

I  set  to  wwk  to  find  what  authority  of  tradition  there 
could  be  for  this  unusual  scidpture,  and  I  came  upon  the 
engraving  of  a  bas-relief  found  by  Montfaucon  under  the 
choir  of  Notre  Dame  in  Paris,  in  1711,^  a  copy  of  which 
is  given  below  (fig.  3.)     It  shows  a  little  more  of  the 


Fig.  3. — FiioM  Notre  Dame,  Paris. 


figure  than  the  stone  I  am  describing,  the  carving  going 
down  to  the  shoulders,  but  the  head  and  features  are  almost 
identical. 

2  The  Rev.  C.  R.  Manning  considers  the  figure  that  of  St.  Michael.  His 
opinion  is  entitled  to  attention,  and  what  I  write  on  this  matter  is  more 
suggestive  than  decisive. 

3  The  Benedictine  scholar  Montfaucon  was  born  in  1655,  and  died  in 
nii.—J>ictonal  History  of  Englmul,  cd.  1838,  p.  09.  The  engraving  of  the 
earlier  antiquities  is  especially  well  done  in  that  work. 


354 


The  ears  on  the  sculpture  described  by  Montfaucon  are 
in  the  same  position  with  regard  to  the  head,  and  not 
dissimilar  in  outline  to  those  on  the  cross ;  the  forms,  what- 
ever they  may  be,  issue  from  behind,  but  the  effect  of  the 
whole  is  very  nearly  alike.  Over  the  head  is  engraved 
in  Latin  letters  cernvnnos:  this  ^lontf aucon  says  is 
the  name  of  a  Celtic  god.  Now,  I  simply  give  my 
authority,  my  deduction,  (which  I  leave  to  the  judgment  of 
my  readers)  that  the  sculpture  on  our  cross  gives  the 
tradition  of  this  form  of  a  pagan  god,  one  of  the  many, 
which  the  earlier  un- Christianized  Celts  had.  Our  fore- 
fathers took  the  figure  of  a  false  deity  of  the  heathen  as 
a  representation  of  the  evil  one,  which  they  placed  under- 
neath and  in  submission  to  the  carved  pictures  of  the 
suffering  and  triumph  of  their  faith. 

The  faithful,  standing  in  the  silence  and  gloom  of  the 
cemetery  of  the  Blackfriars,  in  Lynn,  with  the  grand  church 
towering  above  him, — for  if  the  remains  of  the  Greyfriars 
are  any  indication  of  its  beauty,  and  the  Fratres  Prmlica- 
tores  were  the  most  popular  of  any,  it  must  have  been 
splendid  indeed, — the  faithful,  thus  standing  among  the 
dead,  (those  dead  whose  grand  stone  coffins  I  myself,  when 
a  bo}^,"*  saw  dug  up,  placed  with  their  contents  to  the 
view  of  the  crowd,  and  then  broken  up  and  their  skeletons 
thrown  again  in  the  earth,)  could  see  and  feel  in  the 
scidptures  before  him  the  highest  symbol  of  our  faith,  the 
cause  of  its  triumph,  and  its  act  of  triumph ;  and  beneath, 
in  that  grotesque  sculpture,  whose  origin  was  pagan,  the 
degradation  of  his  fallen  sj^iritual  enemy. 

*  The  Baptist  Chapel  and  the  adjoining  buildings  on  the  north  side  of  tho 
Blackfriars'  Road,  Lynn,  stand  on  the  site  of  tho  cemetery  of  the  Black- 
friars. The  ruins  removed  in  1840 — 1852  stood  further  north,  in  a  market 
garden, — they  consisted  of  brick  walls,  in  one  of  which  remained  windows  of 
the  fourteenth  century  and  a  doorway  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
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On  the  eastern  side  of  the  cross,  in  the  circular  head,  is 
the  figure  of  the  Deity.  The  phice  of  honour  is  given  to 
Christ  on  the  western  side.  The  subordination  in  mediiEval 
sculpture  of  the  first  person  of  the  Trinity  to  the  second, 
or  rather  the  elevation  of  the  second  person,  is  here  strongly 
marked.  And  on  this  part  of  my  subject,  which  is  in  no 
sense  dogmatic,  it  is  best  to  quote  the  ver}"  words  of  Yiollet 
le  Due,  who,  writing  as  a  Catholic,  says : — 

"Nous  ne  connaissons  pas  une  statue  des  xiii  et  xiv  siecles 
representant  Dieu  le  Pere ;  la  seule  personne  divine  prenant 
une  place  principale  dans  les  edifices  religieux  est,  le  Christ 
homme  ou  le  Christ  triomphant.  La  Yierge  Marie  et  son 
fils  occupent  tons  deux  I'imagination  et  le  main  des  artistes. 
II  semble  que  Dieu  leur  ait  d^legue  toute  sa  puissance  sur 
les  etres  crees."  ^ 

The  earliest  symbol  of  the  Deity  is  a  figure  of  a  hand. 
"We  have  an  example  in  the  cross  at  Rougemont,  Cote  d'Or, 
of  the  thirteenth  century,  which  we  have  mentioned,  of  this 
symbol  of  the  Deity  being  on  the  reverse  side  of  the 
cross,  and  we  find  here  the  figure  itself,  instead  of  the 
symbol,  carved  in  the  same  position. 

This  figure  is  very  finely  sculptured.  Behind  the  head 
is  a  cross  forming  the  nimbus;  the  right  hand  is  raised 
in  the  act  of  blessing ;  ^  the  face  is  worn  away,  but  there 
is  plainly  the  suggestion  of  the  beard  and  of  the  hair 
falling  in  curves  on  the  shoulders. 

Yiollet  le  Due  describes  the  sculptures  of  "  Dieu  le 
Pere  "  in  the  groups  above  the  portals  of  churches  of  the 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  centuries  thus  : — 

The  Deity,  he  says,  is  there  represented  "  benissant,  et  est 
nimbe  du  nimbe  crucifere,  porte  une  longue  barbe,  sa  chevelure 

6  Viollet  le  Due,  vol.  v.  p.  U,  Tit.  Dieu. 

«  Icon.  Chretienne,  M.  Didron,  Paris,  1843  ;  Viollet  le  Due,  vol.  ix.  pp.  307, 
310. 
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tombe  sur  les  epaules."  ^  This  agrees  well  witli  tlie  form 
in  the  eastern  elevation  of  our  cross.  We  know  in  the 
fifteenth  century  the  head  was  always  attired  with  the 
papal  triple  crown,  but  our  sculpture  is  of  the  latter  years 
of  the  thirteenth,  and  I  think,  though  much  weather-worn, 
that  has  been  here  the  head  covering.  I  am  in  this 
confirmed  by  the  engraving  in  Yiollet  le  Due  at  p.  308, 
vol.  ix.,  article  "  Trinity,"  from  a  bas-relief  in  wood  of  the 
last  years  of  the  thirteenth  century,  under  the  west  porch 
of  St.  Urban  de  Troyes.  Le  Pere  est  au  milieu  coiffe 
de  la  tiare  k  triple  couronne  comme  un  pape,  de  la  main 
droite  il  benit,  de  la  gauche  il  tient  la  terre."  This  de- 
scription coincides  with  the  fine  carving  of  the  Deity  of 
the  fifteenth  century  on  the  central  boss  of  the  vaulting 
of  the  porch  of  St.  Nicholas,  Lynn.  But  in  the  figure  we 
are  describing  the  left  hand  does  not  hold  a  globe,  but 
a  sceptre,  and  on  the  top  of  this,  the  carving  of  which 
is  left  very  perfect,  is  what  appears  to  be  a  small  ball 
enfolded  within  leaves,  or  a  representation  of  small  wings. 

It  is  difficult  to  decide  from  the  stone  itself  whether  the 
figure  of  the  Deity  is  sitting  or  standing,  but  by  the  shadows 
given  by  photographs  it  appears  that  it  is  sitting,  and 
what  appears  to  be  a  chair  is  shown.  The  form  is  covered 
with  an  outer  robe  fastened  in  front  round  the  neck,  and 
raised  by  the  right  arm  and  covering  the  left  hand  holding 
the  sceptre.  Beneath  this  robe  is  a  garment  descending  from 
the  neck,  covering  the  whole  body  to  the  feet,  which  in 
sculptures  of  the  Deity  at  this  date  are  not  seen.^  In  front, 
falling  from  the  knees,  is  something  which  if  it  were  lower 
down  one  would  take  for  the  equivalent  of  the  apparel  of 
a  dalmatic,  but  it  is  too  worn  now,  I  fear,  to  be  ascertained. 

Under  the  figure  is  an  inscription  running  across  tlic 

T  Viollet  le  Due,  vol.  v.  p.  34,  Tit.  Dicu. 
8  Viollot  lo  Due,  vol.  ix.  p.  308. 
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shaft.     Every  effort  has  been  made  to  decipher  it,  biit 
without  avail. 

The  whole  lower  part  of  the  shaft  has  the  usual  scroll-like 
foliage,  of  late  thirteenth  century,  with  animals  grasping 
at  fruit.  This  is  easily  seen  by  referring  to  the  east 
elevation  on  plate  2,  which  faithfully  describes  it.  The  sides 
and  all  round  the  top  are  sculptured,  in  fact  there  is  no 
clear  space  left,  the  whole  is  carefully  wrought.  In  a 
hollow  around  the  circle  is  a  stem,  on  either  side  of  which 
spring  leaves,  and  on  the  southern  side  of  the  shaft  are 
again  grotesque  animals,  carved  with  great  life  and  vigour, 
biting  each  other's  tail.  These  forms  come  down  in 
direct  line  of  descent  from  the  Irish  and  Saxon  MSS., 
tracing  again,  as  in  the  form  of  the  cross  itself,  the  art 
of  the  thirteenth  century  back  to  that  of  the  eighth  and 
ninth. 

On  the  northern  side  of  the  cross,  which  would  not  be 
so  much  seen,  the  lower  part  of  the  shaft  has  quatrefoils 
surmounted  by  a  grotesque  animal,  similar  to  that  shown 
in  the  elevation  of  the  northern  face.  It  is  not  of  sufficient 
importance  to  need  a  separate  illustration. 

We  had  in  Norfolk  a  direct  Irish  mission  ;  Fursius,  who 
came  from  Ireland, — "  supervenit  de  llibernia  vir  sanctus 
nomine  Fursius," — founded  his  home  at  Burgh,^  "maris 
vicinitate."  But  it  is  not  to  any  such  direct  influence  that 
we  depend  for  the  origin  of  our  Celtic  art.  It  was  adopted 
and  developed  by  the  Saxon  kingdoms,  and  we  have  here, 
perhaps,  the  latest  phase  of  its  evolution. 

The  lower  part  of  the  shaft  and  the  base  on  which  it 
stood  are  gone.  I  have  tried  a  restoration  of  these  in  plate 
No.  1.  It  is  not  difficult  to  do  this,  for  there  are  many 
examples  left  perfect.  The  crosses  at  Monasterboice  and 
Kells  go  direct  into  large  blocks  of  stone.    That  at  Kells  is 

9  Burgh  by  Yarmouth.— Bede,  bk.  iii.  chap.  19,  Husaey's  edition,  1846, 
p.  147. 
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undoubtedly  original,  for  on  it  are  carvings  of  the  same 
date  as  the  cross  itself.^ 

Gothic  art  was  not  invented :  it  was  developed.  From  the 
grandeur  of  Durham  comes  by  gradual  growth  the  beauty 
and  splendour  of  Westminster.  So  from  the  stern  lines 
of  the  cross  of  the  Irish  Celt  came  by  the  same  process  of 
development  the  graceful  forms  and  more  perfect  sculpture 
of  the  cemetery  cross  of  the  Blackfriars,  Lynn. 

In  the  early  centuries  we  can  trace  this  growth,  but  later 
on  the  link  is  broken,  save  perhaps  by  that  fragment  ^ 
which  contains  the  sculpture  of  the  early  thirteenth  century 
on  one  face  and  the  Celtic  ornament  on  the  other ;  but  of 
the  perfect  development  of  the  older  form  I  believe  there 
is  now  remaining  no  example  in  the  kingdom,  save  this 
beautiful  cross  of  the  thirteenth  century  that  I  have  now 
illustrated. 


Note. — The  plate  No.  2,  containing  the  elevations  of  this 
cross  is  from  drawings  of  Mr.  John  Robert  Sutton  of  Lynn : 
they  were  taken  direct  from  the  cross,  and  have  the  freshness 
of  original  sketches.  In  cases  of  doubt  recourse  was  had 
to  photographs  taken  in  a  slanting  light.  The  drawings 
themselves,  and  also  photolithographs  by  Whiteman  and 
Bass,  are  well  executed. 

E.  M.  B. 

^  I  have  taken  my  restoration  of  the  base  and  lower  part  of  the  cross  from 
one  of  the  Argyleshire  crosses  near  Inverary,  the  shaft  of  which  is  very 
similar  in  form  to  this.  Tho  cross  illustrated  by  this  paper  is  from  one  block 
of  the  shelly  oolite  from  Barnack,  the  grain  is  unusually  coarse,  which  made 
the  carving  still  more  difficult. 

'  See  plate  4. 


APPENDIX. 


Extracts  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Cotnmittee  and 
General  Meetings. 

March  llth,  1879,  General  Meeting.  Mr.  Fitch  exhibited 
a  bronze  seal,  found  at  Slirophain,  of  Thomas  de  Derhara, 
c.  1350,  with  the  device  of  an  eagle  displayed. 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Millard  exhibited  a  jewel  box  of  wood 
covered  with  stamped  leather,  and  bound  with  iron :  date 
c.  1400. 

The  Pev.  a.  Jessopp,  D.D.,  exhibited  a  collection  of 
early  deeds  belonging  to  R.  North,  Esq.,  of  Rougham,  and 
in  giving  some  account  of  them,  stated  that  the  Rougham 
estate,  as  a  whole,  had  never  changed  hands  but  once  since 
the  Conquest.  The  family  of  the  Yelvertons  gradually 
acquired  small  properties,  became  considerable  people,  and 
held  the  estate  of  Rougham  until  they  became  extinct, 
when  the  estates  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  North  family. 
Of  the  members  of  the  Yelverton  family  three  had  been 
judges,  and  the  whole  family  almost  for  centuries  had 
been  professional  antiquaries, — students  of  and  autho- 
rities upon  the  old  laws  and  customs  of  the  country. 
The  family  of  the  Norths  also  were  not  less  antiquarian. 
The  deeds  which  the  Yelvertons  had  carefully  preserved, 
stitching  them  together  with  cotton  or  worsted,  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  North  family,  Roger  North  carefully 
preserving  them  in  a  tin  box,  which  had  been  closed  for 
one  hundred  and  thirty  years,  and  when  opened  contained  on 
the  top  some  valuable  engravings  by  Yertue  of  the  North 
family.     Of  the  deeds  themselves,  one  bore  date  1284, 
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anotlier  1292,  and  several  others  were  anterior  to  tlie 
fourteentli  century.  Altogether  there  were  one  hundred 
and  five  documents.  They  were  witnessed  by  the  same 
people  time  after  time.  They  illustrated  in  a  remarkable 
way  the  subdivision  of  properties. 

The  Rev.  E.  J.  Alvis  communicated  a  notice  of  some 
stone  coffin  lids  found  in  the  south  porch  of  the  church  of 
East  Winch  in  1875.  The  parish  was  the  cradle  of  the 
Howard  family,  and  the  church  must  formerly  have  con- 
tained a  rich  display  of  funeral  monuments.  Beginning 
with  Sir  William  Howard,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  who  died  in  1309,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel 
on  the  south  side  of  the  chancel,  it  appeared  that  through 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  when  the  family  was 
connected  with  East  Winch,  eleven  members  of  it  were 
buried  in  that  mortuary  chapel.  Weever  mentions  four 
monuments  or  memorials  of  them,  but  the  coffin  lids  now 
under  notice  are  not  among  them,  and  it  is  probable  that 
when  he  wrote,  in  1630,  they  were  then  in  the  same 
position  as  in  1875,  viz.,  with  the  face  downwards,  to  form 
a  pavement  for  the  porch.  There  are  portions  of  five 
lids.  The  two  best  are  both  ridge- shaped.  One  is  probably 
of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  has  a  cross  of  good  pro- 
portions and  bold  execution  :  the  other  is  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  is  battlemented  all  round :  it  has  a  fine  cross 
on  steps,  and  the  angles  formed  by  the  arms  are  filled  with 
four  cinquefoils  or  roses.  On  one  side  of  the  shaft  is  a 
hammer,  and  on  the  other  a  square,  possibly  to  commemorate 
an  architect.    (See  Illustration.) 

July  Isty  1879.  Mr.  C.  Williams  exhibited  a  small  MS. 
book  of  about  the  year  1603,  with  later  additions,  giving 
a  list  of  mayors,  sheriff's,  &c.,  of  Norwich,  from  the  earliest 
times,  belonging  to  Mr.  Joseph  Stanley. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Raven  communicated  the  discovery  of 
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Eoman  fictile  fragments,  and  of  a  rougli  pavement  of  flints, 
about  two  feet  from  tlie  surface,  at  the  camp  at  Caister 
by  Yarmouth. 

Beptemher  30M,  1879.  Mr.  Fitch  exhibited  two  bronze 
celts,  and  one  of  flint,  found  at  Hunworth. 

The  Rev.  A.  S.  Oiimerod  communicated  a  notice  of  mural 
paintings  lately  discovered  at  Wickhampton  Church. 

December  2nd,  1879.  Mr.  Fitcii  exhibited  a  bronze  celt 
found  on  the  beach  at  Mundesley,  in  November,  1879,  from 
a  fall  of  the  clifi*.  Also  a  piece  of  pewter,  apparently  the 
lower  part  of  the  bowl  of  a  funeral  chalice,  found  within  a 
stone  coffin  in  the  south  porch  of  Tharston  Church.  The 
grave  was  no  doubt  a  priest's  :  the  coffin  lid  has  a  cross 
upon  it.    Date,  fourteenth  century. 

January  30th,  1880.  The  Kev.  J.  E.  Feilden  reported 
that  an  oak  coffin  had  been  found  among  loose  earth  and 
bones  beneath  the  font  in  Baconsthorpe  Church.  It  was 
covered  with  velvet,  with  brass  nails,  and  was  conjectured 
to  be  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  old.  He 
thought  it  might  liave  been  that  of  Judith  Britiffe,  wife  of 
Sir  John  Ilobart,  first  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire;  but  he  had 
since  ascertained  that  her  name  was  not  in  the  register. 

Mr.  Manning  read  a  note  he  had  received  of  the  dis- 
covery in  Erwarton  Church,  Suffolk,  in  1837,  of  a  leaden 
heart-shaped  casket,  supposed  by  parish  tradition  to  have 
contained  the  heart  of  Queen  Anne  ]3oleyn,  whose  aunt. 
Lady  Morley,  lived  at  Erwarton. 

March  2nd,  1880.  Mr.  Fitcii  exhibited  a  neolithic  celt 
found  in  making  a  railway  cutting  at  Plumstead. 

March  17th,  1880,  General  Meeting.  Mr.  Fitch  exhibited 
a  fine  gold  seal  ring,  picked  off  the  tooth  of  a  harrow  the 
week  before,  in  a  field  at  Sail.  It  bears  the  device  of  three 
natural  (non-heraldic)  roses. 

VOL.  IX.]  c  c 
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The  Rev.  W.  F.  Greeny  exhibited  a  number  of  rubbings 
of  monumental  brasses  and  stone  slabs,  taken  by  him  in 
Belgian  churches  in  the  past  year.  The  series  contained 
some  of  remarkable  beauty  and  interest,  and  are  of  the 
class  represented  by  those  at  Lynn  and  a  few  other  places  in 
England,  in  which  the  design  is  incised  on  broad  plates  of 
brass,  covering  the  stone,  the  background  of  the  figures  being 
filled  up  with  decorative  ornament.  Mr.  Greeny  gave  an  in- 
structive accoimt  of  the  persons  represented,  and  their  cos- 
tume, and  the  various  incidental  subjects  depicted  Avith  them. 

Mr.  Gunn  drew  attention  to  the  mouldings  of  the 
Norman  nave-arches  of  Norwich  Cathedral.  He  referred  to 
a  difference  of  opinion  that  occurred  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Archaeological  Institute  in  NorAvich,  in  1847,  between  the 
late  Professor  Willis  and  Mr.  Henry  Harrod,  respecting  the 
termination  westward  of  the  nave.  The  Professor  main- 
tained, in  accordance  with  Blomefield,  that  the  original 
work  of  Bishop  Herbert  de  Losinga  did  not  extend  beyond 
the  second  bay,  embracing  four  arches  :  Mr.  Harrod,  that 
it  extended  the  entire  length  of  the  nave,  from  the  tower 
westward.  One  ground  on  which  Professor  Willis  founded 
his  opinion  was,  that  the  mouldings  of  the  ante- choir  were 
very  plain,  similar  to  those  in  the  upper  tier  of  the  choir, 
and  also  to  those  in  the  Tower  of  London,  which  was  built 
by  the  Gonqueror.  This  statement,  Mr.  Gunn  said,  if 
borne  out  by  facts,  would  certainly  have  gone  far  to  settle 
the  question  in  the  Professor's  favour  ;  but  it  has  turned 
out,  under  the  scrutiny  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  architect  of  the 
Gathedral,  and  the  experimental  searching  of  Mr.  Spanl, 
that  these  supposed  ancient  Norman  mouldings  are  a 
debasement  of  the  original  billet-mouldings,  which  had 
been  mutilated,  and  covered  with  plaster.  The  result  ol' 
this  bungling  performance  is,  that  a  very  illegitimate 
moulding  has  been  produced,  like  nothing  in  any  archi- 
tectural description  of  mouldings,  or  in  any  buildings;  and 
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had  Professor  Willis  examined  these  hood-mouldings  more 
closely,  he  would  have  detected  the  spuriousness  of  their 
form,  and  admitted  that  no  argument  could  he  derived  from 
them  with  respect  to  the  date  of  that  part  of  the  building. 

December  7th,  1880.  Mr.  Gunn  exhibited  a  drawing 
of  the  arch  of  a  Norman  doorway  opened  at  the  west  end 
of  the  Cathedral,  showing  some  of  the  original  painting. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  J essopp  stated  that  he  had  had  a  transcript 
made  of  a  report  in  the  Public  Record  Office  of  a  com- 
mission to  visit  the  smaller  monasteries  in  1535,  so  far  as 
relates  to  Norfolk,  and  that  he  hoped  to  prepare  a  paper 
on  the  subject. 

Jannarij  28th,  1881.  Mr.  Fitch  exhibited  a  chain, 
fibula,  eagle,  a  leaden  roundel  jDierced,  and  some  coins,  all 
found  in  the  camp  at  Caistor  by  Norwich  some  years  ago. 

3fai/  bth,  1881.  The  Rev.  J.  W.  Millard  exhibited  a 
very  fine  palccolithic  celt  found  at  Burston  lately  ;  and 
Mr.  Fitch  exhibited  another  from  Methwold. 

Mr.  Manning  exhibited  an  old  volume  of  churchwardens' 
accounts  of  the  parish  of  Denton,  preserved  in  the  parish  chest 
there,  and  kindly  lent  by  the  churchwardens.  They  extend 
from  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  YII.  (1507)  to  the  year 
1539.  He  also  produced  a  transcript  in  full,  which  he  had 
made  of  them,  and  extracts  from  the  entries  in  later  years. 

Mr.  Manning  also  exhibited  a  plan  of  an  oval  earthwork, 
called  the  Mote  Hill,"  in  the  parish  of  Wymondham.  It 
is  situated  in  a  completely  flat  country  at  Gristlewood,  im- 
mediately adjoining  the  line  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway, 
at  about  a  mile  from  Wymondham  Station,  on  the  Norwich 
side.  The  tracing  exhibited  was  kindly  supplied  by 
Corporal  Mc  Donald,  from  the  new  Ordnance  Survey,  by 
permission  of  Captain  Day,  R.E.  This  earthwork  has 
been  frequently  noticed,  and  was  visited  some  years  ago 
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by  a  few  members  of  the  Societj^,  including  tlie  late  vSir 
Jolm  Boileaii  and  Mr.  Ilarrod ;  but  its  age  and  object  were 
not  determined.  It  consists  simply  of  an  oval  bank,  of 
considerable  beigbt,  witb  a  ditch  outside  it,  inclosing  a 
level  space.  The  whole  measures  about  150  yards  by  130. 
It  is  now  overgrown  by  trees  and  shrubs.  There  is  nothing 
to  indicate  a  Koman  origin  ;  its  flat  and  exposed  situation 
would  have  rendered  it  useless  to  a  British  tribe  for  purposes 
of  defence,  and  it  clearly  does  not  belong  to  the  class  of 
English  castles,  with  conical  mounds,  the  seats  of  the  lords 
of  manors  before  the  Conquest.  Its  true  purpose  is  disclosed 
by  the  name  which  has  fortunately  been  handed  down  with 
it.  It  was  a ''Mote  Hill,"  or  ''Moot  Hill":  a  place  of 
meeting  in  the  open  air  for  those  who  attended  a  court, 
either  of  the  hundred  or  of  a  manor.  Such  places,  many 
of  them  called  like  this  one,  "Mote  Hill,"  are  to  be 
found  scattered  all  over  the  country  in  great  numbers. 
They  have  been  carefully  described  and  enumerated  by 
Mr.  G.  L.  Gomme,  F.S.A.,  in  his  work  on  the  subject — 
Primitive  Folic  Moots;  and  the  Open  Air  Hundred  Courts 
of  Norfolk  are  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  him  in  tlie  present 
volume,  p.  62.  Blomefield  has  recorded  several  places  in 
the  county  at  which  such  courts  were  held,  but  this  one  at 
Wymondham  is  not  mentioned  by  him.  Wj^mondliam  is 
in  the  Hundred  of  Fourhoe,  and  the  court  was  anciently 
held  at  the  Four  Hoe,  or  Four  Hills,  in  Carleton  Fourhoe. 
It  is  not  known  at  present  what  assembly  met  at  this 
"  Moot  Hill,"  but  the  explanation  here  advanced,  of  its 
purpose,  seems  to  suit  best  its  position,  construction,  and 
name,  and  it  is  thought  well  worthy  of  illustration  in  our 
Society's  pages,    (See  Illustration.) 

June  9th,  1881.  Mr.  Fitch  exhibited  a  brass  seal  found 
in  St.  Peter's  Mancroft  parish,  with  a  monogram  M.Y.  and 
the  inscription  "  S'  Margaretei  Yde."    Date  c.  1500. 


t'i'um  f/hc  Orr/na/K        trr\  (  Y  h  \-  p>  r/n ,  s    on  o/  fVf/>/"7Jfiy  //  // 
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Mr.  Manning  exhibited  a  brass  finger  ring,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  Hev.  E.  C.  Alston,  of  Dennington,  with 
a  rebus  of  an  eagle  with  a  bolt  in  its  beak,  and  a  tun.  On 
each  shoulder  of  the  ring  is  a  tau-cross.  Date,  til-teenth 
century.    Also  a  small  medallion  of  Prince  Eupert  (?) 

Mil.  GuNN  reported  that  a  painting  of  a  consecration 
cross  of  good  design  had  been  found  at  the  church  of  St. 
George,  Tombland,  Norwich. 

Scptemhp)'  13/A,  1881.  Dr.  Bensly  reported  that  the 
foundations  of  the  bell  tower  of  Norwich  Cathedral  had 
been  disclosed  by  the  removal  of  some  of  the  surface  of 
the  path  in  the  Close,  near  the  Erpingham  Gate,  and 
produced  a  rough  plan. 

Jamtary  12th,  1882.  The  Eev.  Canon  CorEMAN  ex- 
hibited a  gold  band  ring  found  in  excavating  near  the  site 
of  the  Church  of  St.  Crouch,  Norwich,  in  1880.  It  is 
inscribed,  yng  .  roy  .  vng  .  loy  .  vng  .  foy^  It  is  hall- 
marked, but  the  marks  are  obscure — (1)  an  object  (head  to 
the  left  ?  or  a  harj)  ?)  ;  (2)  lion  passant  in  plain  oblong  ; 
(3)  black-letter  a  ?    Date,  probably  seventeenth  century. 

M\\.  Fircii  exhibited  a  bron/e  ring,  found  in  the  Cathe- 
dral Close,  with  a  tigure  of  a  saint,  holding  some  object  in 
his  hands.    Fifteenth  century. 

Dr.  Bensly"  exhibited  a  photograph  of  a  mural  painting 
of  St.  Christopher  in  Hardwick  Church.  Also  a  marriage 
license  bond  with  the  signature  and  seal  of  Blomefield  ;  and 
another  with  the  signature  of  Edmund  Nelson,  father  of 
Lord  Nelson. 

March  7fh,  1882.  The  Very  Hev.  the  President  was 
empowered  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons 
from  the  Committee  against  the  passing  of  a  Bill  before 
it  for  the  extension  of  the  Lynn  and  Fakenham  Pailway 
through  the  Cathedral  Close,  and  to  the  probable  injury 
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to  the  Water  Gate.  [This  representation  was  successful  in 
contributing  to  the  abandonment  of  the  scheme.] 

The  Rev.  J.  D.  Gedge  reported  a  discovery  of  Roman 
remains  on  the  Stoke  Ferry  Road  at  Methwold  Fen,  con- 
sisting of  a  hypocaust,  tiles,  and  a  jnece  of  an  amphora. 

March  2m,  General  Meeting.  The  Rev.  W.  F.  Greeny 
exhibited  five  more  rubbings  of  foreign  brasses,  of  great 
interest  and  elaborate  character.  Four  were  from  Lubeck 
and  one  from  Schwerin.  One  of  these,  in  memory  of  two 
bishops,  date  c.  1350,  has  an  example  of  the  representation 
of  souls  carried  to  Abraham's  bosom,  similar  to  some  in 
English  brasses.  Another  is  to  a  knight,  1369.  A  third, 
from  Schwerin,  presents  a  grand  instance  of  the  favourite 
mediaeval  device  of  a  "Jesse  tree,"  the  genealogy  of  Christ 
from  David  and  Jesse.  It  is  depicted  as  a  vine  in  a  wavy 
border,  in  which  are  twenty-six  crowned  figures,  with 
musical  instruments.  A  fourth  has  some  remarkable  scenes 
of  knights  and  savages  and  festive  occupations. 

September  bth,  1882.  A  protest  was  drawn  up,  to  be 
sent  to  the  Mayor  of  Great  Yarmouth,  against  the  proposed 
destruction  of  the  ancient  Tolhouse  there.  [This  protest, 
togetlier  with  others,  Avas  successful  in  preventing  the  loss 
of  the  building.] 

Mr.  Fitch  exhibited  an  impression  of  a  bronze  seal 
found  at  Dunwich  in  1856,  of  pointed  oval  shape,  and  early 
fourteenth  century  date.  It  is  inscribed  "  sigiij,vm  ricardi 
FiLii  CAPELLANi."  It  has  the  device  of  two  birds,  back  to 
back,  with  a  cross  between  them.  It  may  be  compared  with 
another  having  a  somewhat  similar  device,  in  Mr.  Fitcli's 
possession,  and  with  two  preserved  at  Cambridge,  of  which 
Dr.  Bensly  has  casts. 

Mr.  Manning  exhibited  a  small  monumental  brass  in- 
scription, bought  at  a  sale  at  Old  Buckenham  Priory,  and 
belonging  to  Mr.  C.  T.  Thompson  of  Magdalen  Street. 
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It  was  formerly  in  Old  Buckenliam  Churcli  (Blomef.  i.  392.) 
The  inscription  is,  "  Orate  pro  aia  Thome  Browne  cuj'  aio 
ppicietur  deus.  Amen." 

Dr.  Bensly  exhibited  a  MS.  volume  formerly  belonging 
to  Blomefield,  containing  the  original  list  of  the  subscribers 
to  the  History  of  Norfolk^  with  notes  and  memoranda  of 
their  payment.  It  begins  in  1736,  and  has  two  impressions 
of  Blomefield's  book-plate. 

Dr.  Jessopp  reported  that  he  had  found  in  the  British 
Museum  the  source  from  which  Blomefield  obtained  the 
number  of  communicants  in  parishes  in  1603,  viz.,  a  letter 
from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  (Whitgift)  making 
enquiries  of  the  bishops  as  to  communicants  and  recusants. 


November  14//^,  1882.  Mr.  Fitch  exhibited  a  very  fine 
silver  gilt  ring,  found  near  Norwich,  w^ith  a  twisted  hoop. 


and  signet  representing  a  hart  lying  down,  or  ^'lodged." 
The  hoop  is  inscribed,  in  black  letter,  with  floral  ornaments, 
Sauns  de  part  t'yer."    Query,  if  not  Biahop  Lyhart's  P 
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Mr.  Fitch  also  exhibited  a  neolitliic  flint  celt,  found  at 
Drayton  this  year. 

A  very  beautiful  silver  seal,  exhibited  by  Mr.  Fitch 
before,  and  mentioned  in  vol.  vii.  p.  353,  has  since  been 
engraved,  and  an  illustration  of  it  is 
now  presented  by  bim  to  our  pages. 
It  was  found  beyond  St.  Augustine's 
Gates,  in  the  parish  of  Hellesdon,  and 
represents  a  full-faced  female  head, 
in  the  costume  of  the  early  part  of 
the  fourteenth  century.  A  border  of 
paterae  surrounds  the  bust,  and  the 
inscription  is  the  frequent  one  on  seals  that  were  probably 
love-gifts,  "  -f-  IE  svY  SEL  DE  AMOVR  LEL."  The  late 
Mr.  Albert  Way  considered  this  seal  a  fine  example  of  a 
class — the  full-face — that  is  far  from  common. 

Mr.  Eeeve,  Curator  of  the  Museum,  exhibited  a  small 
piece  of  early  meditcval  pottery,  found  at  Trowse  Millgate, 
November,  1880. 

Dr.  Bensly  exhibited  a  stone  carving,  probably  the 
corbel  of  the  coping  of  a  gable,  with  an  angel's  head  and 
shoulders,  from  the  wall  of  a  stable  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Maid's  Head  Ilotel,  Nor^Yicll.  Probably  fourteenth 
century. 

February  7th,  1883.  Dr.  Bensly  exhibited  a  coloured 
drawing  of  a  mural  painting  in  St.  Etheldred's  Church, 
Norwich,  representing  St.  Christopher. 

March  13///,  General  Meeting.  The  Bev.  E.  K.  Bennet, 
LL.D.,  exhibited,  by  permission  of  Sir  R.  J.  Buxton,  Bart., 
]\I.P.,  a  large  number  of  ancient  deeds  from  the  muniment- 
room  of  Shadwell  Court,  with  many  interesting  seals,  to 
illustrate  an  account  of  Bushford  College,  and  to  explain 
the  origin  and  history  of  similar  collegiate  institutions  in 
the  county. 
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Mrs.  Herbert  W.  Jones  sent  for  exhibition  some  photo- 
graphs of  drawings  of  the  destroyed  screen  formerly  in 
Babingley  Church,  from  the  collections  of  the  late  Mr. 
Dawson  Turner,  now  in  the  British  Museum. 

The  Rev.  W.  F.  Greeny  exhibited  another  fine  collection 
of  rubbings  of  foreign  brasses,  twenty-five  in  number, 
obtained  in  North  Germany,  including  one  from  Yerden, 
of  the  date  of  1231,  believed  to  be  the  oldest  monument  of 
that  class  ;  and  others  from  Meissen,  of  the  founders  of  the 
Saxon  Royal  Family,  ancestors  of  the  late  Prince  Gonsort. 
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{Report,  1SS2) 
Confessio,  Norwich  Cathedi-al,  275,  280 
Consecration  Cross,  St.  George's,  Tombland, 

Norwich,  365 
Conventual  Plan,  Carrow,  218 
Cope,  Gown  bequeathed  for,  227 
Copeman,  Rev.  Canon,  exhibits  Gold  Ring 

found  in  Norwirh,  3()5 
Corbel,  Carved  Stone,  308 


372 


Comard,  Caxton's  Manor,  324 

  Peacock  Hall,  326 

Cornwallis,  Sir  T.,  294 

Con-esponding-  Members,  Appointment  of, 

[Report,  1882) 
Cotton  Family,  109 
Court  held  at  an  Oak,  66 
"Crabbe,  Rev.  Q-.,  on  Robert  de  Grey,  Recusant, 

282 

Creake,  North,  Brass  at,  3 

Creeny,  Rev.  W.  F.,  exhibits  Rubbings  of 

Foreign  Brasses,  362,  366,  369 
Cross,  Cemetery,  Blackfriars,  Lynn,  346 
 Consecration,  at  St.  George's,  Tombland, 

Norwich,  365 

 Sidestrand,  180 

 "Wheel,  at  Barningham,  333 

Crosses  destroyed  in  Norfolk,  347 

  Development  of  Forms  of,  348 

Crucifixion  represented  on  the  Head  of  a 

Cross,  351 
Cups,  Communion,  74,  76 

Danish  Earthworks,  311 
Danish  Invasion,  190 

Darrow  Wood,  Denton,  Earthworks  at,  335 

  visited,  [Report,  1880) 

De  Grey,  Family  of,  285,  309 
  Robert,  282 

Deeds,  Collection  of,  at  Rougham,  359 

  Collection  of,  Shadwell  Coui't,  368 

Deity,  Symbols  of  the,  355 
Denton,  Chiurch  Plate,  88,  111 

  Church  visited,  [Report,  1880) 

  Chm'chwardens'Accountsof,363,  [Report, 

1880) 

 Earthworks  at  the  Castle  Hill,  335 

Dcrham,  Thomas  de.  Seal  of,  359 
De  Spenser,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  114 
Dicklebm-gh,  Church  Plato,  90,  111 
Diss,  Church  Plate,  91,  109,  111 

  Church  Plate  sold,  107 

Domus  Conversorum,  Cai-row,  224 

Drayton,  Celt  found  at,  368 

Drewe,  Richard,  116 

Drinkings,  or  Chuich  Ales,  123 

Dunstan,  St.,  191 

Dunston,  Married  Clergy  at,  196 

Dunwich,  Bronze  Seal  found  at,  366 

Earsham,  Church  Plate,  93,  111 

  Encampment  at,  07 

 Hundred  Comt,  96 

Earthworks,  Classification  of,  337 

 Darrow  Wood,  Denton,  335 

  dated,  340 

  Denton,  [Report,  1880) 

  Mote  Hill,  Wymondham,  364 

East  Anglia,  Monasteries  in,  189 

.        Saxon  Churclies  in,  190,  194 

Edward  the  Confessor,  Leaden  Sign  of,  24 
Edward  IV.'s  visit  to  Norfolk,  10 


Elizabeth,  Queen,  Laws  against  Recu-sants, 

296,  304 
Encampment,  Earsham,  67 
English  Wooden  Castles,  339 
Epitaphs,  Early,  186 
Erasmus  quoted,  21 
Erpingham,  North,  Hundred  Court,  (KJ 

  South,  Hundred  Court,  66 

Ei-pingham,  Su-  T.,  Charter  of,  114 
  Seals  of,  118 

Erwarton,  Suffolk,  Casket  for  Heart  Burial 

found  at,  361 
- —  Manor-house,  16 
Evans,  Rev.  C.  J.,  Death  of,  [Report,  1&S2) 
Extracts  from  the  Pi-oecedings  at  Meetings, 

359 

Eynford,  Hundred  Com-t,  66 

Fasts  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  205 

Feilden,  Rev.  J.  R.,  communicates  Notice  of 

Coffin  found  at  Baconsthoi-pe,  361 
Felsham,  Cope  bequeathed  to,  228 
Felton,  Thomas,  320 
Fersfield,  Church  Plate,  94,  111 
Figure,  Winged,  on  the  Shaft  of  Cross,  352 
Fines,  N(a'folk,  Feet  of,  [Report,  1881) 
Fitcli,  Mr. ,  exliibits  Seal  found  at  Slu'opliam, 
359  ;  Bronze  Celt  found  at  Mundesley,  361 ; 
Celt  found  at  Plumstead,  361  ;  Bronze  and 
Flint  Celts,  361 ;  Gold  Ring  found  at  Sail, 
361 ;  Funeral  Chalice  found  at  Thurston, 
361 ;  Celt  found  at  INIethwold,  363 ;  An- 
tiquities found  at  Caistor  by  Norwich,  363  ; 
Seal  found  in  St.  Peter  Mancroft,  Norwiuli, 
364 ;    Bronze    Ring  found   in  Cathedral 
Close,  Norwich,  365  ;  Bronze  Seal  found  at 
Dunwich,  366 ;    Silver  Ring  found  near 
Norwich,  367  ;  Celt  found  at  Drayton,  3G8  ; 
Silver  Seal  found  at  Hellesdon,  368 
Fliti'ham,  Tumulus  at,  65 
Folk-moots,  Primitive,  03 
Forgery  of  a  Sui-render  in  1510,  137 
Fountaine,  A.  C,  Esq.,  his  Collections  at 

Narford,  [Report,  1SS2) 
Foui'howe  Hundred,  Benevolence,  148 

  Hundred  Couit,  65 

Freebridge,  Hundred  Coiat,  65 
Frenze,  Church  Plate,  95 
Fring  Church,  Repair-  of,  229 

Gaywood,  Hundred  Court,  65 

Gedge,  Rev.  J.  D.,  Notice  of  Roman  Remuia.-j 

at  Methwold,  366 
Gild  Halls,  243;  Lands,  Wymondham,  112  ; 

Officers  of,  243  ;  of  our  Lady,  Wymonaiiuin, 

132  ;   of  St.  George,  Wymondham,  131  ;  o! 

St.  Thomas,  Wymondham,  131 ;  Paro.-liiul, 

121,  240;  Stock,  244 
Gill,  Nathaniel,  Rector  of  Burgh,  46 
Gissing,  Chm-ch  Plate,  95,  111 
Glass  Quarry,  Heraldic,  168 
Gold  Chain,  Links  of,  bequeathed,  230 
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Goldsmitlis'  Company,  Norwich,  82 

  Hall,  JSTornieh,  72 

  Norwich,  70 

Gomme,  G.  L.,  Esq.,  on  Open-air  Hundred 

Courts  in  Norfolk,  62 
Googe,  Barnaby,  "  Popish  Kangdom,"  209 
Gorget,  Silver,  1G9 

Goulburn,  Dean,  on  the  Confessio,  Noi-wich 
Cathedral,  275 

Gown,  bequeathed  for  a  Cope,  227 

  Cloths,  bequeathed,  229 

  Sir  Philip  Calthorp's,  14 

Greek  Terms  ia  a  Register,  48,  50 

Gi'eenhoe,  Hundred  of,  65 

Grigson,  Rev.  W.,  {Report,  1879) 

Giimes  Graves,  Weeting,  65 

Grimeshow,  Hundred  Comt,  65 

Gristlewood,  Wymondhani,  363 

Gunegate,  Hundred  Court  at,  66 

Gunn,  Mr.,  on  Cross  at  Sidestrand,  180;  on 
Wlieel  Cross  at  Barningham  Northwood, 
333  ;  on  Mouldings  of  Nave  Arclies,  Norwich 
Cathedral,  362 ;  exliibits  Norman  Wall 
Painting,  Norwich  Cathedral,  363  ;  Note 
of  Consecration  Cross  at  St.  George's, 
Tombland,  Norwich,  365 

Gybbons,  Tlios.,  a  Genealogist,  2 

Haganet,  or  Haughley,  341 
Hardwick,  Painting  of  St.  Christopher  at, 
365 

Harleston,  Chm-ch  Plate,  96 

Harrod,    Mr.,    on     Norman  Mouldings, 

Norwich  Cathedral,  3G2 
Hart,  Rev.  R.,  Death  of,  [lieport,  1881) 
Head,  full-face,  on  Seals,  368 
Heart  Burial,  Erwarton,  16 
  Ca.sket  for,  361 

Hedenham  Church  \isited,  [litport,  1880) 

Hellcsdon,  Seal  found  at,  3C>8 

Henry  IV.,  Charter  of,  18 

Heydon,  Sir  Christoplier,  294 

Hingham,  Morley  Monument,  115 

Hogg,  Miss  M.  A.,  on  Roman  Coins  found  at 

Baconsthorpe,  25 
Holme,  Cope  bequeathed  to,  228 
Honours,  explained,  338 
Ilorsford  Castle,  341 

Hospital  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  Norwich, 

(lieport,  1882) 
Howard   Family,  Monimients  of,   at  East 

Winch,  360 
Humbleyard  Hundred  Court,  64 
Hundred  Courts  in  Norfolk,  62 

  Open  Air,  364 

Hunstanton  Archives,  226 

  Chapel,  bequest  to,  228 

  Hall,  Hangings  in,  232 

Hunstanton,  Tomb  of  Sir  R.  Le  Strange, 

directed  to  be  made,  228 
Hunworth,  Flint  Celts  found  at,  361 
Husenbeth,  Dr.,  Letter  of,  203 


Ingham,  11 

Indenture,  Cal thorp  Family,  12 

Inscription  on  Seal,  368  ;  on  Silver  Ring,  367  ; 

undeciphered,  at  Lj-nn,  3.)7 
Instructions  to  his  Son,  by  Sir  N.  L'Estrange, 

331 

Irish  and  Saxon  Forms  of  Ornament,  318, 
357 

Irish  Mission  in  Norfolk,  357 
Isabella  of  France,  271 

Jessopp,  Rev.  Dr.,  on  Man-ied  Clergy  in  tlie 

Thirteenth  Century,  187 
 exhibits  Deeds  from  Rougham,  359 ;  on 

Visitation  of  Norfolk  Monasteries,  363 ; 

Note  on  Communicants  in  Norfolk  iu  1603 

367 

Jewel  Box  exhibited,  359 
Jewels  bequeathed,  178 
Jesse  Tree,  on  a  Foreign  Brass,  366 
Jones,  Mrs.  H.  W.,   exhibits  Drawings  of 
Babingley  Screen,  369 

Keswick,  Charters  at,  199 

Kirchmeyer,  T.,  209 

Knights  Templars,  Cross  of,  184 

Lady  Days,  208 

Lady  Fast,  the,  201 

Latin  Terms  in  a  Register,  47—50 

Launditeh,  Cia-thew's  History  of,  [Ueports, 

1879,  1882) 
  Hundred  Com-t,  66 

Leaden  Casket,  supposed  to  have  contained 
the  Heart  of  Queen  Anne  Boleyn,  361 

  Signs,  Moulds  for,  20 

Leather  Hangings,  Walsinghara,  15 

  Jewel  Box  covered  with,  .3:)9 

Leopard's  Head,  a  Plate  Mark,  77 

"Leper's  Window,"  Bm-gh,  36 

Le  Strange,  Hamon,  Esq.,  on  Will  of  Sir 
Roger,  226 

  communicates     Letter     of     Sir  N. 

L'Estrange,  329 

 Name  of,  330 

  Sir  Nicholas,  Letter  of,  329 

Letter,  Annual,  a  Plate  Mark,  79 
Letter  of  Sir  N.  L'Estrange,  329 

  proposing  Man  iage  of  Jas.  Calthorp,  171 

Linen,  Communion,  given  to  Starston  Chm-cli, 

109 

Lion  Passant,  a  Plate  Mark,  80 
Lion's  Head,  a  Plate  Mark,  81 
Long-field  Stone,  Hundred  Court  at,  66 
Lyhart,  Bishop,  Ring  supposed  to  be  his,  367 
Lynn,  Blackfriars,  316,  354 

  Cemetery  Cross  at,  346 

  Pilgrim's  Signs  found  at,  23 

  St.  Nicholas,  Boss  at,  356 

Maker's  Mark  on  Plate,  78 
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Manning',  Rev.  C.  R.,  communicates  Note  of 
Leaden  Casket,  supposed  to  have  contained 
the  Heart  of  Anne  Boleyn,  361 ;  exliibits 
Denton  Churchwardens'  Accounts,  363;  Phm 
of  Mote  Hill,  Wymondham,  363 ;  Medallion 
of  Prince  Rupert,  365;  Ring  with  Rebus 
and  Tau-cross,  365  ;  Brass  Inscription,  367 

 on  Moulds  for  Casting  Pilgi-ims'  Signs, 

20 

 on  Plate  Marks  on  Church  Plate  of 

Redenhall  Deanery,  68 

 on  Coffin  Stones,  Great  Carbrooke,  184 

 on  Earthworks,  Darrow  "Wood,  Denton, 

335 

Manning  Family,  of  Bury  Hall,  306 
Manors,  Wymondham,  135,  136,  139 
Marks,  Plate,  68 

Marriage,  Latin  Terms  for,  47—50 
Marriage  of  Clergy  in  the  Thirteenth  Century, 
187 

Marsh,  W.,  on  the  Sibyls,  [Report,  1881) 

Martyrs,  Meaning  of,  15 

Mass  Book  Bequeathed,  178,  179 

Mayors  and  Sheriffs  of  Norwich,  List  of,  360 

Medallion  of  Piince  Rupert,  365 

Merton  Hall  built,  312 

 Documents  at,  282,  327 

Methwold,  Celt  found  at,  363 

 Church  Visited,  [RirpoH,  1881) 

■ — —  Roman  Remains  at,  366 
Middleton  Castle,  341 
Mileliam  Castle,  341 

Millard,  Rev.  J.  "W.,  Seal  belonging  to,  162  ; 

exhibits  Jewel  Box,  359;  Celt  found  at 

Burston,  363 
Mitford,  Hundred  Court,  66 
Monasteries,  East  Anglian,  189 
 Smaller  Norfolk,  Report  of  Visitation 

of,  363 

Monex,  a  Seminaiy  Priest,  314 

Monument,  Hinghara,  115 

Morant,  A.  W.,  Death  of.  {UtpoH,  1881) 

Morlcy,  Lord  de,  Deed  of,  114 

 Lord,  279 

Mote  Hill,  Wymondham,  363 
Mott,  J.  T.,  Esq.,  Roman  Coins  belonging 
to,  25 

Moulds  for  Pilgrims'  Signs,  20 
Mounds  in  English  Castles,  339 
Mundesley,  Celt  found  at,  361 

Nabbe,  the,  328 

Narburgh  Chiu'ch  visited,  (Report,  1882) 
Narford  Church  visited,  [Report,  1882) 

  Hall,  Collections  at,  [Report,  1882) 

Needham,  Church  Plate,  97 
Nelson,  Birthplace  of,  5 

 Edmund,  Signature  of,  365 

Nevern,  Cross  at,  350 
Norfolk,  CVistles  in,  341 

 Communicants  and  Recusants  in  1603, 

367 


Norfolk,  Irish  Mission  in,  357 
 Report  of  Visitation  of  Smaller  Monas- 
teries, 363 

Norman  Doorway,  St.  Etheldred's,  Norwich, 

345 

 Hospital  Chapel,  St.  Mary  Magdalene, 

Norwich,  ( Report,  1882) 

 Mouldings,  Norwich  Cathedral,  362 

 Stone  Castles,  339 

 Wall  Painting,  Norwich  Cathedral,  363 

North  Family  Deeds,  359 

Norwich,  Bronze  Ring  found  in,  365 

 Campanile,  [Report,  1881) 

 Carrow  Priory,  215 

. — -  Castle  constructed,  340 

 Cathedral  Close,  Proposed  Invasion  of 

by  Railway,  366 

 Cathedral,  Confessio  in,  275 ;  Foimda- 

tions  of  Bell  Tower  disclosed,  365 ;  Mould- 
ings of  Nave  Arches,  362  ;  Norman  Wall 
Painting,  363 

 Churches  visited,  [Report,  1881) 

 Corporation  Plate,  72 

 Goldsmiths,  List  of,  70 

■        Goldsmiths'  Company,  82 

 Hospital  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  [Report, 

1882) 

 Maid's  Head  Hotel,  Stone  Corbel  from, 

368 

 MS.  List  of  Mayors,  &c.,  360 

 Plate  Mark,  73 

 St.  Croucli,  Gold  Ring  found  near  Site 

of,  365 

 St.  Etheldred's,  Mural  Painting  at,  313, 

368 

 St.  Etlieldred's,  Norman  Doorway  at, 

315 

 St.  George  Tombland,  Consecration  Cross 

at,  365 

 St.  Mariin  at  Palace,  11,  16 

 St.  Peter  Mancroft,  Seal  found  at,  361 

 Silver  Ring  found  near,  367 

Oaks,  Hundred  Courts  held  at,  66 
Open  Air  Courts,  361 

Ormerod,  Rev.  A.  S.,  communicates  Notice 
of  Mural  Paintings  at  Wickliampton,  361 

Paintings,  Mural,  at  Wickliampton,  361 

 Norwich  Cathedral,  276 

  of  Consecration  Cross,  365 

  of  St.  Christopher,  Hai-dwick,  365 

  of    St.    Christopher,   St.  Etheldred's, 

Norwich,  343,  368 
Pakenliam,  Cope  bequeathed  to,  228 
"  Palgrave  Family,  Memorials,"  [Report,  1R79) 
Palissy  Ware  at  Narford  Hall,  [Report,  IKs-.'j 
Palmer,  C.  J.,  Es(i.,  Death  of,  [Report,  l.^S2) 
Paris,  Sculpture  from  Notre  Dame,  353 
Parkhurst,  Bishop,  Articles  of  Enciuiry,  75 
Paston  Letters,  9 
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Paten  at  Gissing,  pre-Refonnation,  76,  95, 
111 

Patens,  Change  of  Form  of,  76 

Pedigi-ee  of  Calthorp,  1,  16,  176 

 of  Calthorp  of  Ampton,  170 

  of  Calthorp  of  Cockthorp,  154,  163 

  of  de  Grey,  285 

Peterson,  Peter,  Norwich  Goldsmith,  72 

Pewter  Funeral  Chalice,  Tharston,  361 

Phipson,  R.  M.,  Esq.,  on  Burgh  Church,  60 

Pictm-es  bequeathed,  176 

"Piers  Ploughman"  quoted,  22 

Pilgrims'  Signs,  20 

Plate,  Archbishop  Bancroft's,  109 

Plate,  bequeathed,  178,  231 ;  Church,  Illegal 
Sale  of,  82;  Church,  in  Norfolk,  {Report, 
1882) ;  Marks,  Norwich,  73 ;  Marks  on 
Church,  68 ;  Norwich  Corporation,  72 ; 
Standard  for,  81 

Plumstead,  Celt  found  at,  361 

Popham,  Chief  Justice,  Letter  of,  315 

Portrait  of  James  Calthorp,  168 

Pottery  at  Narford  Hall,  {Report,  1882) 

  found  at  Trowse,  368 

Preceptory,  Great  Carbrooke,  181 

Priests'  Hiding  Places,  314 

Proceedings  at  Meetings,  Extracts  from  the, 
359 

Pulham  St.  Mary,  Church  Plate,  98, 112 
Pulham  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Chvu'ch  Plate, 
99,  112 

Pulham,  Worked  Hangings,  232 
Piu-pris,  exphiined,  258 

Raven,  Rev.  Dr.,  communicates  Notice  of 
Roman  Pavement  at  Caister,  360 

Rebus,  Carrow  Priory,  216 

  on  a  Ring,  365 

Recusant  Prisoners,  Rules  for,  299 

Rii'usantj;,  2S2,  ;!22 

Redenhall,  Church  Plate,  99,  111 

 Deanery,  Church  Plate,  68 

  Deanery,  Church  Goods,  110 

Reeve,  Mr.,  exhibits  Pottery  found  at  Trowse 
Millgate,  368 

Register  of  Biurgh  Chm-ch,  37 

Relic  Chapel,  Norwich  Cathedral,  275 

Relics,  280 

Ring,  Bronze,  found  in  Norwich,  365  ;  Gold, 
found  at  Sail,  361  ;  Silver,  found  near 
Norwicli,  367 ;  with  Rebus  and  Tau-cro.ss, 
365 ;  Gold,  found  in  Norwich,  365 

Ringstoad,  Great,  Cope  bequeathed  to,  228 

Rix,  S.  W.,  Notice  of  Earthworks  at  Darrow 
AYood,  Denton,  335 

Roman  Antiquities,  found  at  Caistor  by 
Norwich,  303 ;  Fictile  Fragments,  at  Caister 
by  Yarmouth,  361 ;  Remains,  Methwold, 
366 

Rougham,  Charters  at,  197,  359 
Roydon,  Chui'ch  Plate,  101,  112 
lUipert,  Prince,  Medallion  of,  365 


Rushall,  Church  Plate,  101,  112 
Rushford  College,  Deeds  illustrating  History 
of,  369 

Rye,  W.,  Feet  of  Fines,  [Ueport,  1881) 

St.  Bennet  at  Holm,  Register  of,  1 

St.  Christopher,  Painting  of,  Hard  wick,  365 

 Painting  of,  at  St.  Etheldred,  Norwich , 

343,  368 

St.  Michael,  Figure  of,  353,  [Note) 
St.  Richard  of  Chichester,  278 
SS.  Crispin  and  Crispianus,  8 
"  Saints,  Emblems  of,"  [BepoHs,  1881, 1882) 
Sail,  Gold  Ring  found  at,  361 
Bancroft,  Archbishop,  Chm-ch  Plate  of,  103, 
109 

Bancroft  Family,  109 

Sanctuary  Chamber,  Norwich  Cathedral,  280 

Salts,  Silver,  bequeathed,  159 

School,  Free,  Wymondham,  140,  141 

Schools,  in  Convents,  217 

Schismatic,  explained,  307 

Scole,  Church  Plate,  102,  112 

Scott,  Sii-  G.  G.,  on  Burgh  Chm-ch,  33,  60 

Screen  formerly  at  Babiugley,  369 

Sculpture  from  Notre  Dame,  Paris,  353 

 on  Shaft  of  Cross,  352,  353 

Seals  found  at  Dunwich,  366 
Seal  found  at  Hellesdon,  368 

 found  at  Shropham,  359 

 found  in  St.  Peter's  Jlancroft,  Norwich, 

364 

—  of  Blomefield,  365 

 of  Lord  Mayor  Calthorp,  162 

 of  Sir  T.  Erpingham,  118 

Sedilia,  Burnham  Thorp,  4 

Sequestration  of  Clerg-y  in  1644,  46 

Sewell,  Rev.  W.  H.,  on  the  Sexton's  "Wlieel 

and  tlir  Lady  Fast,  "iul 
Sexton's  AMieel,  201 

Shadwell  Court,  Collection  of  Deeds  at,  36S 
Shelfhanger  Church  Plate,  102,  112 
Shhnpling,  Church  Plate,  103,  113 
"  Ship  of  Fools,"  the,  211 
Shropham,  Seal  found  at,  359 
Sidestrand,  Cross  found  at,  180 
Signacula,  23 
Signs,  Pilgrims',  20 
Slype,  Carrow  Priory,  222 
Smethdon  Hundred  Court,  65 
Sovereig-n's  Head,  a  Plate  Mark,  81 
SS.,  Collar  of,  7,  8 
Starston,  Altar  Linen,  109 

 (Church  Plate,  103,  109,  113 

 Cotton  Monument,  317 

Stratton,  Long,  Sexton's  Wheel  at,  201 
Sulheld,  Bishop  Walter  de,  1 
Sulyarde  Family,  29 i 

Sussex,  Henry,  Earl  of.  Sale  of  Diss  Clim'ch 
I'late  to,  107 

Tapestry  bequeathed,  15 
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Tau-cross  on  Eing,  365 
,  Tharston,  Funeral  Clialice  found  at,  361 
— -  Stone  Coffin  at,  361 
Thelveton,  Chmch  Plate,  104,  113 
Thetford  Castle,  Date  of,  340 
Thompson  College,  288 
Thorp  Church,  Suffolk,  Bequest  to,  229 
Thorpe  Abbotts,  Chui'ch  Plate,  105,  113 
Thorpland  Hall,  16G,  173,  179 
Tile  Pavement,  Norwich  Cathedral,  279 
Titchwell  Church,  Repair  of,  229 
Tivetshall  Church  Plate,  105,  113 
Trinity,  Representation  of  the,  355,  356 
Trowse,  Pottery  found  at,  368 
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and  Play  Society,  145 ;  Church  Goods,  145 ; 

Becket's  Chapel,  149;  Holy  Trinity  Gild, 

246 ;  AH  SS.  Gild,  256  ;  Mote  Hill,  363 
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